March 16, 2009

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE

TORRANCE CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Cultural Arts Commission convened in a regular session at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, March 16, 2009 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
FLAG SALUTE

Chairperson Strehler led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Bunting, Candioty, Endo-Roberts*, Miranda, Rische, Smisek, and Chairperson Strehler.

Absent:
None.

Also Present:

Cultural Services Manager Rappoport and

Cultural Services Supervisor Ferguson.

* Commissioner Endo-Roberts arrived at 7:11 p.m.

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING
MOTION:  Commissioner Miranda moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda.  Commissioner Rische seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

5A.
COMMISSION MEETING OF FEBRUARY 23, 2009
MOTION:  Commissioner Rische moved for the approval of the February 23, 2009 Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Miranda seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval. 

5B.
EXCELLENCE IN ARTS COMMITTEE MEETING OF MARCH 9, 2009
MOTION:  Commissioner Candioty moved for the approval of the March 9, 2009 Excellence in Arts Standing Committee meeting minutes as submitted.  Chairperson Strehler seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

6.
ON-GOING BUSINESS

6A.
2009 EXCELLENCE IN ARTS AWARDS  


Chairperson Strehler discussed the March 9, 2009 Excellence in Arts Standing Committee meeting and the Committee’s recommendation to move the Excellence in Arts Awards ceremony to May 31, 2009.  It was noted that the motion made and approved at the February 23, 2009 Commission meeting, to move the Excellence in Arts Awards ceremony to an early October function, was invalid because the item was not properly agendized.  She explained reasons for concern about changing the date of the event to October 2009 and reasons behind the Committee’s decision to recommend that it be held in May 2009. 


MOTION:  Commissioner Candioty moved to change the Excellence in Arts Awards ceremony to May 31, 2009.  Commissioner Miranda seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

Cultural Services Manager Rappoport reported that the timeline would be adjusted to make applications due by April 15, 2009 and presentation of nomination recommendations to the Commission on April 20, 2009.

Commissioners took turns stating how many nominations they have collected in their categories and were reminded that there does not have to be an award given in every category every year.

6B.
DISCUSSION OF RAND STUDY “CULTIVATING DEMAND FOR THE ARTS”
Cultural Services Manager Rappoport noted that a summary of the RAND research study on “Cultivating Demand for the Arts” was included in agenda packets.

Chairperson Strehler noted the concern that the audience for the arts is shrinking and that there is insufficient emphasis in education on the arts.

Commissioner Endo-Roberts mentioned that she has read in California ArtBeat that many arts grants are becoming available just for the arts, even through the State. 

Commissioner Candioty stated that only 10% of arts funding goes to education.

A brief discussion centered on ways to promote arts for younger children as well as arts programs that are currently offered in the South Bay and through Torrance Unified School District schools.

Commissioner Endo-Roberts suggested appointing a Commission representative to Educational Council of Torrance (ECT).

7.
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
7A.
EXCELLENCE IN ARTS COMMITTEE

Chairperson Strehler recommended that Commissioners contact nominees who are not selected and distributed a sample thank you letter.


7B.
FACILITIES COMMITTEE
No report.

7C.
GRANT REVIEW COMMITTEE

Responding to Commissioner Smisek’s inquiry, Cultural Services Manager Rappoport indicated that no grant requests have been received yet and that the deadline is May 7, 2009.

8.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT REPORTS & UPCOMING EVENTS

8A.
DIVISION MANAGER’S REPORT
Cultural Services Manager Rappoport noted that the Cultural Services Division Report for February 2009 was included in agenda material.  

She reported that the City has asked every Division to propose budget cuts of 2% and 4% of salaries without reimbursements for the next fiscal year.  She indicated that the 2% cut is likely to be approved, adding that no full time employees will be affected. She encouraged Commissioners to attend the budget hearings scheduled for May and June 2009.

Cultural Services Manager Rappoport offered to place an item on next month’s agenda regarding the Commission’s recommendation to increase the grant allocation.

Cultural Services Supervisor Ferguson reported that the current exhibition at Torrance Art Museum (TAM) has been well received and will be extended until April 25, 2009.  She announced that National Volunteers Week is April 19-25, 2009 and that two TAM volunteers will be recognized by City Council on April 21, 2009. She distributed Spring 2009 Seasons as well as fliers for a Ceramic Master Workshop on April 18 and Artful Days! with Mary Drobny on April 7. 

Cultural Services Manager Rappoport discussed the Annual Torrance Employee Recognition Dinner on March 6, 2009 and distributed a thank you note from Ted Tanouye Memorial Foundation.

Cultural Services Consultant Powers distributed the 12th Annual Ooodles of Noodles Program Report and discussed preparations for the next one on June 7, 2009.  He reported that the presentation of “Rabbit in the Moon” on February 16, 2009 was very successful, noting that it is being shown on Torrance CitiCABLE.  He encouraged Commissioners to attend Nobuko Miyamoto and Charlie Chin’s “Yellow Pearl” on 
March 25.  He shared information about this summer’s Wild Wednesdays! and Hot Fun Sundays.

9.
ORALS
9A.
Troy Martin, Tomlee Avenue, provided background about nTyme or North Torrance Youth Musicians Ensemble whose mission is to promote musical education among youth ages 4 to 18.  He discussed nTyme’s wide variety of performing groups that include orchestra, string orchestra, concert band, and jazz band.  He introduced Hiroko Eddow, President, and Rick Lacey, Vice-President and distributed the 2008-09 season brochure.  He announced a summer concert and fundraiser on June 27, 2009 at 

Redondo Beach Performing Arts Center to showcase the talents of the musicians and to promote the organization in the community.  


In response to Chairperson Strehler’s inquiry, Mr. Martin stated that nTyme is a non-profit organization that is largely based in North Torrance.

9B.
Commissioner Miranda discussed a very busy March 7, 2009 that included a Philippines Cultural Awareness event at U.C.L.A.

9C.
Commissioner Candioty stated that he was unfortunately ill but had the opportunity to watch several movies.

9D.
Commissioner Smisek discussed her trip to Washington to visit her daughter and stated that she enjoyed Alton Takiyama-Chung and a walking tour of downtown Los Angeles. 

9E.
Commissioner Bunting stated that she enjoyed the Joel Tauber plaque dedication ceremony on February 28, an exhibit opening at San Pedro’s Angel’s Gate, and UCLA’s Visionary Artists show.

9F.
Commissioner Rische stated that she enjoyed “Frost and Nixon” at the Ahmanson Theatre on March 14, 2009 and is going to Washington for a week vacation.

9G.
Commissioner Endo-Roberts apologized for not being able to attend Works in Progress and provided an update on her mother’s condition.

9H.
Chairperson Strehler stated that she enjoyed the Joel Tauber plaque dedication ceremony and exhibitions at Torrance Art Museum.

10.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 8:25 p.m., Commissioner Candioty moved to adjourn the meeting to Monday, April 20, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.  Commissioner Miranda seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Chairperson Strehler so ordered.

Approved as Submitted
April 20, 2009

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
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