February 23, 2009

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE

TORRANCE CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Cultural Arts Commission convened in a regular session at 
7:04 p.m. on Monday, February 23, 2009 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.


Due to the absence of Chairperson Strehler, Vice-Chairperson Miranda led the meeting.

2.
FLAG SALUTE

Commissioner Smisek led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Bunting, Candioty, Endo-Roberts*, Rische, Smisek, and Vice-Chairperson Miranda.

Absent:
Chairperson Strehler.

Also Present:

Cultural Services Manager Rappoport and

Cultural Services Senior Supervisor Bell.

* Commissioner Endo-Roberts arrived at 7:11 p.m.


MOTION:  Commissioner Candioty moved to grant Chairperson Strehler an excused absence for the February 23, 2009 meeting.  Commissioner Smisek seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING
MOTION:  Commissioner Smisek moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda.  Commissioner Candioty seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – JANUARY 26, 2009
MOTION:  Commissioner Rische moved for the approval of the January 26, 2009 Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Smisek seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Chairperson Strehler). 

6.
ON-GOING BUSINESS
6A.
2009 EXCELLENCE IN ARTS AWARDS  


Cultural Services Manager Rappoport reported that March 4, 2009 is the deadline for submitting a nomination for an Excellence in Arts award and that Committees should submit their recommendations at the March 16, 2009 Commission meeting.  She suggested that Commissioners consider moving the event to October as it is National Arts and Humanities Month, adding that it could be changed this year or next year.



Commissioner Candioty offered the observation that it is difficult to solicit nominations coming right out of the holiday season.


In response to Commissioner Bunting’s inquiry, Cultural Services Manager Rappoport advised that one nomination has been received.


MOTION:  Commissioner Candioty moved to change the Excellence in Arts Awards ceremony to an early October function.  Commissioner Rische seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Chairperson Strehler).

Cultural Services Manager Rappoport stated that she would check on availability of the Toyota Meeting Hall for early October 2009 and that next month she would propose revised deadlines.

6B.
2009 COMMUNITY ARTS GRANT PROGRAM
Cultural Services Manager Rappoport reported that grant applications are being mailed out to non-profit organizations, with deadline for submission on May 7, 2009 and selection of recipients to take place at the May 18, 2009 Commission meeting.  She noted that the Project Budget Sheet is included in the agenda material.

7.
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
7A.
EXCELLENCE IN ARTS COMMITTEE

No report.

7B.
FACILITIES COMMITTEE
In response to Vice-Chairperson Miranda’s inquiry, Cultural Services Manager Rappoport stated that the Committee expressed interest in utilizing the $90,000 left from City Council’s allocation to make electrical and lighting improvements for the gazebo at Wilson Park.  She advised that the area will need to be master planned after problems with the Wilson Park Pond have been resolved.

She stated that there is still interest in a Leavitt Pavillion but that this is probably not the right time to pursue it.  She announced that there will be three Hot Fun Sundays at Columbia Park this summer as a way to develop the Park as a concert venue.

7C.
GRANT REVIEW COMMITTEE

Has not met.

8.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT REPORTS & UPCOMING EVENTS

8A.
DIVISION MANAGER’S REPORT
Cultural Services Manager Rappoport noted that the Cultural Services Division Report for January 2009 was included in agenda material.  She announced that the new Torrance Art Museum Preparator is Ryan Callis who is working 12 hours per week.  She further announced that Max Presneill has been selected as the new curator and will begin in mid-March 2009. 
Cultural Services Senior Supervisor Bell encouraged Commissioners to attend the Joel Tauber plaque dedication ceremony on February 28, 2009.

9.
ORALS
9A.
Commissioner Endo-Roberts distributed copies of California ArtBeat.

9B.
Commissioner Bunting stated that she attended the Dan Graham opening at Museum of Contemporary Art as well as several commercial art gallery openings.

9C.
Commissioner Rische stated that she enjoyed the Aerospace Players’ “Cabaret,” “Rabbit in the Moon,” “Phantom of the Opera” at the Pantages Theatre, Torrance Symphony, and the Air Force band.

9D.
Commissioner Candioty shared information about tickets available through Gold Star.com and On the House as well as a Wallace Foundation 20-year research study of Cultivating Demand for the Arts. 

9E.
Commissioner Smisek stated that she enjoyed “Rabbit in the Moon,” Long Beach Literary Women, “The Nazi Hunter,” and the Superintendent’s reception last week.  She announced that she will be chairing the Switzer Center’s Woman of the Year luncheon on May 8, 2009.

9F.
Vice-Chairperson Miranda discussed his trip to the Philippines where he attended eight Rotary Club meetings in six cities.

9G.
Cultural Services Manager Rappoport shared information about the Torrance Advantage Awards on March 26, 2009.

10.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 7:46 p.m., Commissioner Candioty moved to adjourn the meeting to Monday, March 16, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.  Commissioner Bunting seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Vice-Chairperson Miranda so ordered.

Approved as Submitted
March 16, 2009

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk    (lc)
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