January 26, 2009

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE

TORRANCE CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Cultural Arts Commission convened in a regular session at 7:07 p.m. on Monday, January 26, 2009 in the Garden Room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
FLAG SALUTE

Commissioner Smisek led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Bunting, Candioty, Endo-Roberts*, Rische, Smisek, and Chairperson Strehler.

Absent:
Commissioner Miranda.

Also Present:

Cultural Services Manager Rappoport and

Cultural Services Senior Supervisor Bell.

* Commissioner Endo-Roberts arrived at 7:16 p.m.


MOTION:  Commissioner Rische moved to grant Commissioner Miranda an excused absence for the January 26, 2009 meeting.  Commissioner Candioty seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Miranda).

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING
MOTION:  Commissioner Smisek moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda.  Commissioner Rische seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – DECEMBER 15, 2008
MOTION:  Commissioner Candioty moved to approve the December 15, 2008 Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Bunting seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Miranda and with Commissioners Rische and Smisek abstaining).

6.
NEW BUSINESS
6A.
ANNOUNCE NEW COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS



Commissioners and staff congratulated Commissioner Candioty and Chairperson Strehler on their reappointments to the Cultural Arts Commission on January 15, 2009.

6B.
2009 EXCELLENCE IN ARTS AWARDS


Chairperson Strehler encouraged Commissioners to solicit nominations and to make sure that all necessary information is submitted. She suggested that Commissioners contact deserving candidates who did not receive awards last year.  

The following Committee Chair assignments for 2009 were determined:


Music



Commissioner Miranda


Dance



Commissioner Endo-Roberts


Visual Arts


Commissioner Bunting


Literary Arts


Commissioner Smisek


Arts Education


Commissioner Rische


Drama



Commissioner Candioty


Katy Geissert Award

Chairperson Strehler


Cultural Services Manager Rappoport reminded Commissioners that the deadline for submitting a nomination is March 4, 2009 and that it is not necessary to award every category.

6C.
2008 ARTS GRANT RECIPIENT REQUEST

Cultural Services Manager Rappoport presented a request by Ted Tanouye Memorial Foundation to use 2008 grant funding to co-sponsor the performance of Alton Chung as part of the Works in Progress program on February 25, 2009.  She explained that the initial grant was for a performance at Torrance High School; however, they were unable to schedule a date with Torrance Unified School District.  She noted that funds would be used to fly Mr. Chung from Vancouver and that staff would make an effort to do some kind of community outreach while he is here.


MOTION:  Commissioner Candioty moved to allow the 2008 Arts Grant award of $1,000 to Ted Tanouye Memorial Foundation to be used to co-sponsor the performance of Alton Chung as part of the Works in Progress program on February 25, 2009.  Commissioner Endo-Roberts seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Miranda).

7.
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
7A.
EXCELLENCE IN ARTS COMMITTEE

No report.

7B.
FACILITIES COMMITTEE

No report.

7C.
GRANT REVIEW COMMITTEE

No report.

8.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT REPORTS & UPCOMING EVENTS

8A.
DIVISION MANAGER’S REPORT

Cultural Services Manager Rappoport noted that the Cultural Services Division Report for December 2008 was included in agenda material.  She discussed the opening exhibit at Torrance Art Museum on January 24, 2009 and “Little Shop of Horrors” on January 23 - February 1, 2009.  She distributed fliers for the 2009 Winter Excursion to the Museum of Tolerance on February 15, 2009 and Tom Dugan’s “Nazi Hunter—Simon Wiesenthal” on February 22, 2009.  She informed Commissioners that Ray Solley of the Cultural Arts Center Foundation has resigned to accept a position in Oregon.

Cultural Services Senior Supervisor Bell encouraged Commissioners to attend the February 28, 2009 plaque dedication for a sycamore tree planted in March 2008 by local artist Joel Tauber.

Cultural Services Consultant Powers discussed and distributed tickets for the opening event of the 2009 Works in Progress series on February 16, 2009 that is the 10th anniversary showing of the award-winning film “Rabbit in the Moon.”  He noted that there will be five events in the Works in Progress series but that there will be more than a dozen additional events being presented by organizations in the local and regional community that are part of the program.

9.
ORALS
9A.
Commissioner Endo-Roberts stated that she enjoyed “The Nutcracker” at El Camino College, “Annie” at Kodak Theatre, and announced the grand opening of Katy Geissert Library’s main level on February 5, 2009.

9B.
Commissioner Bunting stated that she visited several commercial art galleries, the opening exhibit at Torrance Art Museum, and Art L.A.

9C.
Cultural Services Manager Rappoport advised that she will begin interviewing for the Torrance Art Museum Curator position on February 5, 2009.

9D.
Commissioner Rische stated that she enjoyed “The Nutcracker” as well as the exhibit opening at Torrance Art Museum.

9E.
Commissioner Candioty stated that he enjoyed the Rose Float tour on December 28, 2008.

9F.
Commissioner Smisek shared information about her week-long trip to Japan and stated that she attended the Donor Wall rededication at the Armstrong Theatre on January 22, 2009 as well as the opening exhibit at Torrance Art Museum.

9G.
Chairperson Strehler stated that enjoyed the Rose Float tour, a musical program at a friend’s home, and the Torrance Art Museum exhibit opening.  She mentioned that Torrance Artist Guild is exhibiting artwork on the main level of Katy Geissert Library until the end of February 2009.

10.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 8:00 p.m., Commissioner Candioty moved to adjourn the meeting to Monday, February 23, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.  Commissioner Bunting seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Chairperson Strehler so ordered.

Approved as Submitted
February 23, 2009

s/  Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
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