December 13, 2007

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING

OF THE AIRPORT COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Airport Commission convened in a regular session on Thursday, December 13, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Adams, Dingman, Fitch, Rhilinger, Tymczyszyn, and Chairperson Gates.

Absent:
Commissioner Haddon. 

Also Present:
Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian. 

MOTION:  Commissioner Rhilinger moved to grant an excused absence to Commissioner Haddon for the December 13, 2007 meeting.  Commissioner Fitch seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

3.
FLAG SALUTE


Chairperson Gates led the Pledge of Allegiance.

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF AGENDA POSTING

MOTION:  Commissioner Rhilinger, seconded by Commissioner Adams, moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.


Commissioner Fitch requested that the date of the agenda posting be included under Item 4 on future agendas.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 8, 2007 



Referring to Item 7E, SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS on pages 2-3, Commissioner Fitch noted that STATE AND FED FUNDING should be 7E.1, POLICY CHANGE AND GA GROWTH should be 7E.2, and MASTER PLAN should be 7E.3.  She offered the following correction on Page 4, Item 8G, paragraph 2:  “He questioned the restrictions placed on the Airport and received clarification….”


MOTION:  Commissioner Fitch moved for the approval of the November 8, 2007 Airport Commission meeting minutes as amended.  Commissioner Adams seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Haddon).

6.
ACTION ITEMS

6A.
REQUEST FOR EXTENSION FOR PUBLIC INPUT REGARDING SUB-COMMITTEE’S STUDY ON POLICY OF JET FUEL AT TORRANCE AIRPORT

Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian introduced the material of record and provided background on the Airport Commission’s work plan and formation of a sub-committee to study policy changes to capitalize on general aviation’s growth.  He reported that the sub-committee chose to study the City’s policy regarding the use of jet fuel at the Airport and received concurrence to move forward from the Commission on October 11, 2007.  He stated that on November 8, 2007 the sub-committee presented Study Plan #1 (Attachment C), identifying key focal points to base its research, and issued a deadline of December 31, 2007 for public input.  He noted that on November 20, 2007 City Council responded to an orals concern and directed staff to recommend an extension of the deadline.  He recommended that the Commission extend the sub-committee’s deadline for public input to March 1, 2008.


Chairperson Gates clarified that Study Plan #1 states that the “subcommittee requests that inputs to this study (and supporting data) be submitted before 31 December 2007,” adding that it was never intended to be a deadline.


Commissioner Rhilinger suggested that Torrance Unified School District and the Chamber of Commerce be identified as stakeholders.


Commissioner Fitch received clarification that City Council directed staff to bring the item forward to the Airport Commission so that the Commission could make its recommendation regarding a deadline.


Commissioner Tymczyszyn stated that March 1, 2008 deadline was reasonable and Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian clarified that March 1 would be the deadline for public input only, not the final report.  He noted that the Commission could extend the deadline further if they determine there is need to receive more input. 


Chairperson Gates stated that the sub-committee would be willing to accept any valuable, pertinent data up until the time it issues its final report.


Joe Arciuch, Kathryn Avenue, questioned who was in charge of acquiring input.


Chairperson Gates responded that an address was included in Study Plan #1 that was attached to 42 letters that were sent out to homeowners associations, the City of Lomita, Mayor Scotto and Councilmembers, and City staff.  


John Bailey, Walnut Street, representing Southeast Torrance Homeowners Association, stated that the Association did not respond to the letter because it was not on City of Torrance stationery and the return address was a personal address. 


Frank Rizzardi, Carlow Road, asked for the list of homeowners associations and other stakeholders that the information was sent to.   It was clarified that information packets were sent out to approximately 30 homeowners associations, not 42, and that there were 42 mailings in all.


Dave Ouwerkerk, Iris Avenue, recommended that the subcommittee direct all work through City staff for it to distribute and that the contact list be as inclusive as possible.


Michael Wermers, Audrey Avenue, thanked Commissioner Tymczyszyn and Chairperson Gates for their willingness to extend the deadline for public input and questioned how the data would be gathered and managed.

Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian advised that the sub-committee was in the process of determining how to gather data and that progress reports would reflect methods it used.

MOTION:  Commissioner Rhilinger moved to recommend an extension of the deadline for receiving input regarding the sale and storage of jet fuel at Torrance Airport from December 31, 2007 to March 1, 2008.  Commissioner Adams seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Haddon).

6B.
REQUEST FOR TIME LIMIT FOR ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian recommended that the Commission follow the same rules of order as City Council and establish a time limit of three minutes per speaker during Oral Communications.


Commissioner Fitch distributed a list of City Commissions and what rules of order they follow for Oral Communications, noting that the majority have no time limits.


Commissioner Tymczyszyn stated that three minutes was too restrictive for this Commission and that he would prefer a five-minute time limit.


Commissioner Dingman stated that a time limit would make speakers focus and stick to the point.


Joe Arciuch, Kathryn Avenue, urged the Commission to be fair and not give preferential treatment to some speakers.


MOTION:  Commissioner Tymczyszyn moved to establish a time limit of five minutes for the first time and three minutes for a second time for per speaker during Oral Communications.  Commissioner Rhilinger seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Haddon).

7.
INFORMATION ITEMS  
7A.
AERONAUTICAL OPERATIONAL INFORMATION UNDER THE PURVIEW OF 
THE GENERAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT


Chairperson Gates noted that the following reports for December 2007 were included in the agenda material:  Hangar and Tiedown Rental Status, Ongoing Projects, December Meeting Room Schedule, and Hangar Waiting List. 


In response to Chairperson Gates’ inquiry, Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian advised that the new executive hangars are not available for rent due to leakage problems from the previous retaining wall.  He stated that staff is seeking bids to seal the wall and was happy to report that the asphalt grading in front of the hangars is working properly.


Responding to Commissioner Rhilinger’s inquiry, Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian stated that he had no updates on the noise monitoring system.


At Commissioner Fitch’s request, Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian explained the different projects included in the Airport Security Plan, and predicted that bids would be advertised in January 2008.


In response to inquiries from Commissioner Fitch, he stated that Tower hours are 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., the General Aviation Center is unlocked from 5:00 a.m. to 
10:00 p.m., and that there are no restrictions on landing times.

7B.
AERONAUTICAL OPERATIONAL INFORMATION UNDER THE PURVIEW OF 
THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT


Chairperson Gates noted that the following reports were included in the agenda material:  Events Requiring Emergency Response and Airfield Operations Status.

7C.
LAND MANAGEMENT REPORT – AERONAUTICAL

No report.

7D.
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS
7D.1
STATE AND FED FUNDING


Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian stated that he is arranging a meeting with the City’s consultant, staff, and the subcommittee.

7D.2
POLICY CHANGE AND GA GROWTH


Commissioner Adams reported that the subcommittee met on December 3, 2007 to discuss reevaluation of use of jet fuel at the Airport and read its report dated December 13, 2007 in the material of record.  Topics of discussion included extending the deadline for input to March 1, 2008, a proposed study and work plan, outreach attempts, defining an airport operation, and regulations concerning commercial air passenger service.  


Commissioner Tymczyszyn provided clarification that the four stakeholders he visited were Fixed Based Operators.  

7D.3
MASTER PLAN


Commissioner Rhilinger reported that the subcommittee has not met due to scheduling conflicts and that they are individually reviewing the current Master Plan. 

8.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS
8A.
Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian offered to arrange tours of the FAA Tower.

8B.
Chairperson Gates distributed a holiday card from Flite Park.

8C.
Commissioner Fitch announced that Dee Hardison was being honored for lifetime commitment to the community on December 18, 2007 at 7:00 p.m.

8D.
Commissioners and staff wished each other a happy holiday season.

8E.
Commissioner Fitch stated that there was a clear diagram of Torrance Airport on www.airnav.com.

8F.
Chairperson Gates announced the monthly Open House at Torrance Airport on December 16, 2007.

8G.
In response to Commissioner Fitch’s inquiry, Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian advised that no additional security was provided for the Western Museum of Flight Open House other than Police and Fire Departments’ awareness of the event.

8H.
Commissioner Fitch discussed her tour of the noise abatement facility and requested that Noise Abatement be placed on the agenda each month. 

Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian advised that currently noise abatement staff is unable put together a monthly packet.

8I.
Frank Rizzardi, Carlow Road, recommended that a non-Commission member be invited to participate in the Master Plan update.

8J.
Joe Arciuch, Kathryn Avenue, pointed out that letters go to homeowners associations board of directors and not to members.  

8K.
In response to Mr. Arciuch’s inquiry, Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian explained that the FAA pays the City a monthly lease and pays for its employees and equipment, adding that the City is responsible for the building’s upkeep and maintenance.

8L.
Mr. Arciuch received clarification that Torrance Police Department is responsible for addressing any criminal activity at the Airport and that the Transportation Security Administration should be called when threats to national security are suspected.

8M.
Michael Wermers, Audrey Avenue, invited Commissioners to the general meeting of the Southwood Riviera Homeowners Association on January 23, 2008 to discuss Airport operations and noise abatement.

8N.
Ernie Moore, Avocado Street, stated that allowing jet fuel would contribute to increased traffic, noise, environmental impact, and safety concerns.

9.
ADJOURNMENT


MOTION:  At 8:26 p.m., Commissioner Fitch, seconded by Commissioner Adams, moved to adjourn the meeting to Thursday, January 10, 2007 at 7:00 p.m., in the West Annex meeting room. 

Approved as Amended

January 10, 2008

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
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