January 8, 2009

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING

OF THE AIRPORT COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Airport Commission convened in a regular session on Thursday, January 8, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Dingman, Gates, Phillips, Tymczyszyn, and Vice-Chairperson Fitch.

Absent:
Chairperson Adams. 

Also Present:
Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian.

Due to Chairperson Adams’ absence, Vice-Chairperson Fitch led the meeting.

MOTION:  Commissioner Tymczyszyn moved to grant an excused absence to Chairperson Adams for the January 8, 2009 Commission meeting.  Commissioner Gates seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

3.
FLAG SALUTE


Commissioner Gates led the Pledge of Allegiance.

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF AGENDA POSTING

MOTION:  Vice-Chairperson Fitch, seconded by Commissioner Gates, moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 13, 2008 


MOTION:  Vice-Chairperson Fitch moved for the approval of the November 13, 2008 Airport Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Dingman seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Chairperson Adams). 

6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1

Vice-Chairperson Fitch announced a CERT training beginning March 7, 2009. 

7.
ACTION ITEMS

7A.
EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION B-17 BOMBER DISPLAY AT ZAMPERINI FIELD APRIL 9-13, 2009

Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian provided an overview of the material of record and recommended that the Airport Commission review and recommend to City Council the EAA B-17 Bomber display, that the event be designated as a special exhibit making it exempt from aircraft noise regulations, that EAA conduct flights for hire, and that the City provide $5,886.85 for the event from the Airport Aeronautical Fund.  He noted that the EAA/TAFA proposal letter, map of event area, and TAFA request letter, budget sheet and security information were included in agenda attachments.


Nancy Clinton, Torrance Air Fair Association, provided clarification that EAA pays for its own fuel, that the purpose of the hinged gate is for public entry and to block off the barbeque area, and that there would also be a static T6 aircraft on display.


In response to Vice-Chairperson Fitch’s inquiry, Ms. Clinton advised that TAFA would receive a percentage of the proceeds and that any funds not used are returned to the Airport Fund.  She added that TAFA also supports the Flight Path Museum, helps with the tours, and has office expenses that need to be maintained.


Responding to Commissioner Tymczyszyn’s inquiry, she stated that TAFA is not planning any air fairs in the future due to lack of space and the inability to displace the whole Airport like they used to.


MOTION:  Commissioner Phillips moved to concur with staff recommendation to recommend the Experimental Aircraft Association B-17 Bomber Display at Zamperini Field on April 9-13, 2009.  Commissioner Tymczyszyn seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Chairperson Adams).



Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian advised that a City Council item is being prepared for the January 27, 2009 City Council meeting agenda. 
8A.
AERONAUTICAL OPERATIONAL INFORMATION UNDER THE PURVIEW OF 
THE GENERAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT


Vice-Chairperson Fitch noted that the following reports for December 2008 and January 2009 were included in the agenda material:  Hangar and Tiedown Rental Status, Ongoing Projects, December 2008 and January 2009 Meeting Room Schedule, and Hangar Waiting List. 


Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian reviewed the list of Ongoing Projects in Report 2, noting that Pavement Rehabilitation is now complete.  He noted that structural plans were being designed for the hangars that were damaged by a vehicle in November 2008, adding that the driver has been apprehended.  

8B.
AERONAUTICAL OPERATIONAL INFORMATION UNDER THE PURVIEW OF 
THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT


Vice-Chairperson Fitch noted that the following reports were included in supplemental material:  Events Requiring Emergency Response and Airfield Operations Status.
  

Responding to Commissioner Tymczyszyn’s inquiry, Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian explained that the purpose of transient fee drop box installed outside of GAC is to add incentive and to make it more user-friendly.

8C.
LAND MANAGEMENT REPORT – AERONAUTICAL

No report.

8.D
NOISE ABATEMENT REPORT- NONE


Vice-Chairperson Fitch stated that she has spoken with Deputy Director Cessna and that the Commission can expect a Noise Abatement report in February 2009.

8E.
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS
8E.1
STATE AND FED FUNDING

No report.

8E.2
POLICY CHANGE AND GA GROWTH 

No report.

9.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #2
9A.
Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian reported that City Council accepted and filed the jet fuel report on November 25, 2008.

9B.
Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian encouraged Commissioners to attend the Department of Homeland Security’s General Aviation Security Training for Level 3 Airports on February 11, 2009.

9C.
Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian stated that, due to President’s Day on February 12, 2009, the Commission could go dark in February or arrange a meeting later in the month.  Following a brief discussion, it was decided that the Commission will not meet in February 2009.

9D.
Vice-Chairperson Fitch expressed appreciation to Michael Wermers for the $10 he sent her and stated that she was donating it to the Humane Society.

9E.
Nancy Clinton distributed and described the approved monument sign and design for landscaping for Zamperini Way.  

9F.
Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian advised that Commissioners Gates and Fitch were up for reappointment on January 13, 2009.

10.
ADJOURNMENT


MOTION:  At 7:46 p.m., Commissioner Tymczyszyn, seconded by Commissioner Gates, moved to adjourn the meeting to Thursday, March 12, 2009 at 7:00 p.m., in the West Annex meeting room. 

Approved as Submitted

April 9, 2009

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk  (lc)
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