December 11, 2007

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF 

THE COMMISSION ON AGING

1.
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order in the Bartlett Senior Citizen Center on December 11, 2007 by Chairman Craft at 9:30 a.m.
2.
ROLL CALL

]
       Present:
Commissioners Breaker, Callen, Cardella, Clutter, Griffith,


   Virobik and Chairman Craft

Absent:
None

Staff:
Senior Recreation Supervisor Wand 

3.
FLAG SALUTE AND INSPIRATIONAL

Commissioner Virobik led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioner Griffith provided the following inspirations:


“Anger is a wind which blows out the lamp of the mind”.

Robert Green Ingersoll

“The gift of happiness belongs to those who unwrap it”.
Andrew Dunbar

4.
ACCEPT AND FILE AFFIDAVIT OF AGENDA POSTING

MOTION: Commissioner Virobik, Commissioner Clutter seconded, to accept and file the Affidavit of Agenda Posting for its meeting of December 11, 2007.  The motion carried unanimously.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

MOTION: Commissioner Callen moved, Commissioner Virobik seconded, to approve the minutes of the Joint Meeting with City Council of October 16, 2007 and the Commission on Aging meeting of November 13, 2007.  The motion carried unanimously.

6.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS


James Duarte, Public Educations Officer, Torrance Fire Department


Dana Parsons, Customer Services Manager, Gerber Ambulance


Vera Ulrich, Focal Point Volunteer


Michael Wade, Marketing and Contracting Manager, Gerber Ambulance

7.
DISCUSSION OF SERVICES PROVIDED BY TORRANCE FIRE DEPARTMENT – JAMES DUARTE, PRESENTER


James Duarte, Public Education Officer, Torrance Fire Department addressed the Commission on the programs and resources used to notify and service the community.  He distributed information and reviewed the Torrance Community Warning System, ICE, and Vial a Life programs.  


Mr. Duarte also reviewed the handling of 911 emergency calls and spoke on the increase and misuse of 911 calls.  He reviewed the staffing of emergency personnel, and relayed that a 5th paramedic rescue unit will be operating within the next two months.


Dana Parsons, Customer Services Manager, Gerber Ambulance, reviewed the costs of emergency transports and provided information on costs, billing, and insurance coverage.  She indicated that 99% of insurances companies cover 911 transports; that said costs are inclusive for senior patients; and that their goal is to deal directly with the insurance company and never bill a patient.  She reported that Gerber Ambulance handles approximately 500 transports monthly for the City of Torrance 

8.
SENIOR CITIZENS CONCERNS
A.
City Council
Commissioner Griffith reported on recent actions by the City Council pertaining to approval of a Pizza Hut on Anza Avenue and a new park on Anza Avenue and Lomita Blvd.  She further reported on the adoption of ordinances recommended by the Blue Ribbon Committee on Ethics.

Chairman Craft announced that tonight’s City Council Meeting agenda includes approval of a revised and updated Administrative Plan for the Section 8 Rental Assistance Program and a Conditional Use Permit appeal for the construction of a new professional office condominium development on 1104 Sartori Avenue.
B.
Housing  

None.
C.  Health

Commissioner Virobik spoke on two articles: “Score One for Calcium Pills and “Tips for buying long-term care insurance”.  She also distributed a flyer entitled “Twelve Things You Ever Wanted to Learn About Antioxidants”.

Commissioner Virobik announced that enrollment for the Medicare Part D- Prescription Drug Plan choices have to be made by the end of December.  She indicated that she has lists of the California Medicare Prescription Drug Plans premiums/deductibles for anyone wishing more information.

D.
Transportation
None.
E. Cable

Commissioner Callen reported that the sequel to the Museum of Flight is currently being broadcast; coverage of the Flu Clinic will begin tomorrow; and that his coverage of the Holiday Festival will be shown next week.

Focal Point Program

Commissioner Virobik reported on Focal Point’s last Health Fair of 2007 held at Golden West Towers. 

Commissioner Virobik reported the following statistics for the month of November:  

Total number of calls received -- 126
· Total number of documented calls  --  47


(Note: 33 follow up phone calls were made to clients)

· Miscellaneous calls  --  79
· Total number of walk-ins  --  22
Of the 47 documented calls,

· 38.3% were for Housing

· 15% were for Legal
· 15% were for In Home Services
G.
Elder Abuse/Fraud




None.

9.
ORALS


Chairman Craft announced that former Mayor Dee Hardison will receive the Jared Sidney Torrance Award at the December 18th City Council Meeting.  He also announced that Officials Night for the Rose Float viewing will be held on December 28th.


Senior Recreation Supervisor Wand commented that the Community Development Department was thrilled at the Commission’s response to the Focus Group.  


She also relayed a call she received from a Betty Holmes in Atlanta inquiring about the Commission on Aging.  Supervisor Wand stated that Mr. Holmes is involved in the formation of a similar Commission in Atlanta and will attend the January meeting during her visit to the area. 


Commissioner Callen cautioned members on a recent scam involving rebates on credit card debt and stressed the importance of not releasing bank account or credit card information to anyone.

10.
ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:07 a.m. to Tuesday, January 8, 2008 at 9:30 a.m. at the Bartlett Center, Hosler Conference Room.

Approved as Submitted

January 8, 2008

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
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