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City Council

PUBLIC NOTICE
of a Public Hearing on a proposed City Sanitation Services 

fee increase of $5.86 per month.

Torrance City Council Meeting
7:00 p.m., Tuesday, January 12, 2010
Torrance City Hall, Council Chamber

3031 Torrance Boulevard
Torrance, CA  90503

The City of Torrance Public Works Department is proposing an increase to the City 
Sanitation Services Fee to maintain and enhance its programs including refuse, recycling, 
green waste recycling and large item collection for Torrance residents receiving such 
service.  In maintaining and enhancing these programs, the Torrance community greatly 
reduces materials going into our landfills, saves resources, and protects our environment.  
These programs also assist the City in its efforts to comply with AB939, the State recycling 
mandate that requires a 50% reduction in waste taken to landfills.  

The City Sanitation Services Fee for the curbside collection program will be increased by 
$5.86 each month to cover the costs of these programs.  The fee increase will cover costs 
for additional labor, trucks, containers, maintenance, replacement expenses, increased 
tipping fees and other services as needed.  Qualifying low-income Senior/Disabled rates 
will increase by $1.48. 

Objections to the increase must be submitted in writing prior to or before the completion of 
the Public Hearing.  We have included a sample protest letter you can use.  For information 
on the protest process, contact the City Clerk’s Office at 310-618-2870.

For other questions, please contact the Public Works Department at 310-781-6900, or visit 
www.TorranceCA.Gov/PublicWorks. 

Public Works Department
20500 Madrona Ave
Torrance, CA 90503

City of Torrance



 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  
Proposed Sanitation Services Fee Increase 

 
  

During the regularly scheduled meeting of the Torrance City Council on January 12, 2010, at     
7:00 p.m., the City Council will hold a Public Hearing in the City Council Chamber located at 3031 
Torrance Boulevard  to discuss the proposed City sanitation services fee increase.  This Public 
Hearing has been scheduled at the direction and with the approval of the Torrance City Council at its 
October 27th City Council meeting.  
 
The City Council is considering an increase to the City sanitation services fee.  This is your 
opportunity to file a protest to this potential action.  If protests, by 50% plus one of property owners, 
are received by the City Clerk by the end of the Public Hearing (approximately 14,750 protests) the 
fee increase cannot be adopted.   
 
Questions or comments may be directed to the Public Works Department at (310) 781-6900 or 
PublicWorkInfo@TorranceCA.Gov.   

For additional information, please visit www.TorranceCA.Gov/PublicWorks. 

 
City of Torrance 

GUIDELINES FOR THE SUBMISSION AND TABULATION OF PROTESTS 
 
Where notice of a public hearing with respect to a utility rate increase has been given by the City 
pursuant to Article XIIID, Section 6 of the California Constitution, the following shall apply:   
 
Submission of Protests 
 
1. Any property owner may submit a written protest to the City Clerk, either by delivery to the City 

Clerk’s office, at 3031 Torrance Blvd., Torrance, CA 90503, or by submitting the protest at the 
public hearing.  Protests must be received by the end of the public hearing.  No postmarks will 
be accepted.  For purposes of these Guidelines the term “property owner” shall mean any 
owner of record on the County of Los Angeles Assessor’s rolls and any tenant directly liable to 
pay the assessment, fee or charge. 

2. Each protest must identify the affected property (by assessor’s parcel number or street 
address) and include the original signature of the property owner.  Email protests cannot be 
accepted.  Although oral comments at the public hearing will not qualify as a formal protest 
unless accompanied by a written protest, the City Council welcomes input from the community 
during the public hearing on the proposed fees. 

3. If a parcel served by the City is owned/rented by more than a single property owner, each 
property owner may submit a protest, but only one protest will be counted per parcel and any 
one protest submitted in accordance with these rules will be sufficient to count as a protest for 
that property. 

4. In order to be valid, a protest must bear the original signature of the property owner with 
respect to the property identified on the protest.  Protests not bearing the original signature of a 
property owner shall not be counted. 

 



5. Any person who submits a protest may withdraw it by submitting to the City Clerk a written 
request that the protest be withdrawn.  The withdrawal of a protest shall contain sufficient 
information to identify the affected parcel and the name of the property owner who submitted 
both the protest and the request that it be withdrawn. 

6. A fee protest proceeding is not an election. 

7. To ensure transparency and accountability in the fee protest tabulation, protests shall 
constitute disclosable public records from and after the time they are received. 

 
Tabulation of Protests  
 
1. The City Clerk, or her designee, shall determine the validity of all protests.  She shall not 

accept as valid any protest if she determines that any of the following conditions exist: 

a. The protest does not identify a property served by the City. 

b. The protest does not bear an original signature of a property owner of the parcel identified 
on the protest. 

c. The protest does not state its opposition to the proposed fees. 

d. The protest was not received by the City Clerk before the close of the public hearing on the 
proposed fees. 

e. A request to withdraw the protest is received prior to the close of the public hearing on the 
proposed fees. 

2. The City Clerk’s decision that a protest is not valid shall constitute a final action of the City and 
shall not be subject to any internal appeal. 

3. A majority protest exists if written protests are timely submitted and not withdrawn by the 
property owners of a majority (50% plus one) of the properties subject to the proposed fee. 

 
At the conclusion of the public hearing, the City Clerk shall complete the tabulation of all protests 
received, including those received during the public hearing and shall report the results of the 
tabulation to the City Council upon completion.   If review of the protests received demonstrates that 
the number received is manifestly less than one-half of the parcels served by the City with respect to 
the fee which is the subject of the protest, then the City Clerk may advise the City Council of the 
absence of a majority protest without determining the validity of all protests. 
 

To Property Owners 
 

For your written protest to be valid you need to ensure that the following information is 
included: 

 The protest must include the Street Address or Assessor Parcel Number. 

 The protest must have the original signature of the property owner. 

 The protest must state its opposition to the proposed fee increase. 

 The protest must be received by the City Clerk before the close of the Public Hearing on 
the proposed fee. 

For your convenience, a sample letter of protest has been included for your use, or, you may submit 
a protest letter of your own following the instructions above.   



SAMPLE PROTEST LETTER OPPOSING  
SANITATION FEE INCREASE 

 
 
Deliver to the City Clerk 
City of Torrance 
3031 Torrance, Blvd.  
Torrance, CA  90503 
 
 
Date _______________ 
 
Street Address OR Assessor Parcel Number 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
 
RE: Proposed Sanitation Fee Increase 
 
CHECK ONE: 
 

   Protest sanitation fee increase 
 

  Withdraw previously submitted protest 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Original signature of property owner or tenant responsible for sanitation fee  
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Print name 
 
You can use this form as your protest letter, or you can submit a letter of 
your own, including the required information listed under the guidelines.  
Only protest letters against the fee increase need to be submitted.  
Otherwise, no action is needed.   


