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OPENING CEREMONIES 
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Motions re Further Reading/Posting of Agenda 
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Council Committee Meetings 

6. COMMUNITY MATTERS 
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Resolution of Commendation - William C. Horst 

7. CONSENT CALENDAR 
Approval of Minutes - January 28, 1992 
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9. TRANSPORTATION/PUBLIC WORKS MATTERS 
AOMD Regulation XV Plan 

13. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
Councilmanic Request for Agenda Items 
Acceptance of Renovation of East Wing of 

City Hall 
18. ADDENDUM MATTERS 

Resolution Honoring Retiring Police Chief 
19. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Councilman Applegate re best · wishes to 
Councilman Walker 

Councilwoman Hardison re meeting concerning 
gangs in the community 

Mayor Geissert re Blue Ribbon Committee to 
study City Charter issues 

Mr. Allan Ruppar re Community Theater 
Ms. Sara Horne re Charter study 
Mr. Dick Johnson re best wishes to Councilman 

Walker 
20. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Executive Session Matters 
21. ADJOURNMENT 

Adjournment was at 9:22 p.m. to Tuesday, 
March 10, 1992, 7:00 p.m. 
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February 25, 1992 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

The Torrance City Council convened in a regular meeting 
on Tuesday, February 25, 1992, at 7:00 p.m., in the Council 
Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Councilmembers Applegate, Hardison, 
Mock, Nakano, Walker, Wirth and Mayor 
Geissert. 

Absent : None . 

Also present: City Manager Jackson, 
City Attorney Nelson, 
City Clerk Bramhall, and 
Staff representatives. 

FLAG SALUTE 

Ms. Gina Cervi, Torrance Police Explorer, led in the 
salute to the flag. 

INVOCATION 

The invocation for the meeting was provided by Pastor 
Dean Cornett, Calvary Community Church. 

3. MOTION RE FURTHER READING 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved that after the City 
Clerk has assigned a number and read title to any resolution or 
ordinance on the agenda for this meeting, the further reading 
thereof be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Council-
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member the right to demand the reading of any such resolution or 
ordinance in regular order. His motion was seconded by Council
man Mock and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

MOTION RE POSTING OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to accept and file 
the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for 
this meeting. This motion, seconded by Councilman Mock, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

4. 

5. 

WITHDRAWN OR DEFERRED ITEMS 

None. 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Finance and Governmental Operations Committee 
Met earlier this date - report forthcoming. 
Subject: Mid-Year Budget Review. 

* * * 

At the request of Mayor Geissert, City Clerk Bramhall 
provided information regarding the procedure for voting by ab
sentee ballot in the March 3, Municipal Election. 

* * * 

6. COMMUNITY MATTERS 

6a. TORRANCE POLICE DEPARTMENT EXPLORER GRADUATES 

It was with pride that Mayor Geissert introduced the 
following Torrance Cadets who graduated on February 2, 1992, 
from the South Bay Regional Explorer Academy. 

Gina Cervi 
Damian Cooke 
Eddie McKnight 
Sean Murnane 
Mike Snakenborg 
Debra Swensson 
Derek Trubia. 

2 

City Council 
February 25, 1992 



Police Chief De Ladurantey joined the Mayor in praising 
these young people and congratulating them for their successful 
completion of this difficult and challenging program. 

6b. PROCLAMATION declaring February 1992 as "National 
History Month" in the City of Torrance 

SO PROCLAIMED by Mayor Geissert and accepted by Ms. 
Hazel Miller. 

6c. RESOLUTION OF COMMENDATION - WILLIAM C. HORST 

RESOLUTION NO. 92-26 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE HONORING WILLIAM C. HORST 
AS THE TORRANCE LIONS CLUB CITIZEN OF THE 

YEAR 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 92-26. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Hardison and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

This resolution was presented February 18, 1992. 

Considered out of order ... 
18. ADDENDUM MATTERS 

18a. RESOLUTION HONORING RETIRING POLICE CHIEF DONALD NASH 

RESOLUTION NO. 92-36 

A RESOLUTION HONORING RETIRING POLICE 
CHIEF DONALD E. NASH FOR FORTY-THREE 
YEARS OF DEDICATED AND PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICE TO THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 92-36. This motion, seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, was 
unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

This resolution will be presented at a later date. 
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Regular agenda order was resumed ... 
7. CONSENT CALENDAR 

7a. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - January 28, 1992. 

7b. DONATION OF PARK BENCH AND TREE 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The Parks and Recreation Commission and Parks and 
Recreation Director recommend that the City Council 
accept the most generous donation of $600 and a 
Brazilian Pepper Tree from Hannah Sampson, deposit 
the funds in the appropriate Park Services account, 
and appropriate the funds for the installation of a 
brick bench under the tree. It is also recommended 
that a letter of appreciation be transmitted. 

7c. Considered separately - see Page 5. 

7d. APPROVAL OF YOUTH BASEBALL AGREEMENTS 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The Parks and Recreation Director recommends that your 
Honorable Body authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to 
execute certain agreements on behalf of the City of 
Torrance initiating leases for the use of Southern 
California Edison Substation property by youth sports 
organizations for the period of January 1, 1992 through 
December 31, 1992. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to approve Agenda 
Items 7a, 7b and 7d above. His motion was seconded by Council
man Mock and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

Mayor Geissert and Councilman Wirth expressed sincere 
appreciation for the generous contribution by Hannah Sampson as 
a living memorial to her daughter [Agenda Item 7b]. 
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The Council returned to ... 
7c. AWARD OF CONTRACT Wheelchair Ramps: Prairie/Madrona/ 

Madison Avenues and Various Other Locations (B92-09) 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The Engineering and Transportation Departments recom
mend that the City Council accept the construction bid 
from and award a contract to Ancon Marine, Inc. for the 
construction of wheelchair ramps along Prairie/Madrona/ 
Madison Avenues and at other various locations along 
Maple Avenue in the amount of $23,234. 

City Engineer Burtt provided clarification regarding 
the subject contract and funding of the project. 

Mr. Dick 
stallation of two 
Horizons, perhaps 
He also advised of 

Johnson, 
ramps on 
exchanging 

needed curb 

23059A Nadine Circle, requested in
Maple Avenue in front of New 

two on Madrona for two on Maple. 
repair in that same area. 

City Engineer Burtt advised that his department will 
check into the matter. 

MOTION: Councilwoman Hardison moved to concur with the 
staff recommendation on Agenda Item 7c. Her motion, seconded by 
Councilman Mock, carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

9. TRANSPORTATION/PUBLIC WORKS MATTERS 

9a. AQMD REGULATION X:V PLAN 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is the recommendation of the City Manager that your 
Honorable Body approve the City's Trip Reduction Plan 
[agenda material of record] pursuant to Air Quality 
Management District Regulation X:V. 

Assistant to the City Manager, Kathy Keane, responded 
to Council questions regarding the merits of the subject plan; 
cons~d~~ations pertaining to the City's previous cash incentive 
program; etc. 

Councilwoman Hardison encouraged continued pursuit of 
information regarding the operation of a morning and evening 
shuttle for employees who live in close proximity to City Hall. 
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MOTION: Councilwoman Wirth moved to concur with the 
above recommendation of the City Manager. His motion, seconded 
by Councilwoman Hardison, carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

13. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 

13a. COUNCILMANIC REQUEST FOR AGENDA ITEMS 

The following options were set forth in staff material 
on this agenda item. 

I. Status Quo 

Traditionally, the Torrance City Councilmembers 
under oral communications during a regularly 
scheduled Council meeting, have requested that a 
particular item be transmitted to the City Council 
for consideration or action at a later date. As 
indicated, this is tradition but is not encom
passed in the current Council Rules of Order. 

The earliest the Council could take formal action, 
if this is followed, is at the next regularly 
scheduled Council meeting unless a special Council 
meeting is convened. 

II. Individual Councilmember could place an item on 
the Agenda 

The City Councilmember would be required to 
contact and notify the City Manager of the subject 
matter no later than 12:00 noon on the Thursday 
before the regularly scheduled Council meeting. 
The matter would be placed on the agenda for the 
Council's consideration. 

Additional variations could include: 

a) Designate a specific section of the Council 
agenda titled "Council Communications". 

b) Require that requests be in writing. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is the recommendation of the City Manager and City 
Attorney that your Honorable Body select an option and 
the City Manager will return with the appropriate 
modification to the Council Rules of Order. 

---~-'----------------
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The above options were discussed and, with the excep
tion of Councilmen Applegate and Walker, the Council indicated a 
preference for the current practice of a Councilmember present
ing an item under Oral Communications for placement on the next 
meeting's agenda. It was further noted by the City Attorney 
that an item found to be of an emergency nature, or one which 
was not known prior to the 72-hour period after the agenda was 
posted, could be considered upon a 2/3rds vote of the Council. 

Councilmen Applegate disagreed with the status quo, 
urging, instead, acceptance of Councilmanic requests through the 
City Manager in the interest of timely consideration. Mr. 
Applegate further pointed out that to be able to determine the 
existence of an emergency requires the vote of five Councilmem
bers, which he deemed to be a distinct disadvantage to any mem
ber of the City Council wishing to bring something forward in a 
timely fashion. 

Councilman Walker noted that there are situations that 
come up on a Thursday or Friday [prior to agenda closing] which 
do not lend themselves to any solution other than being placed 
on an agenda through a fast route. He favored a Councilmember 
being able to place an item on the agenda through the City 
Manager. 

MOTION: Councilman Mock moved that City Council estab
lish rules stating that any item a Councilmember wants to put on 
an agenda must be orally stated at the prior meeting. His mo
tion was seconded by Councilman Wirth. 

Councilman Applegate requested that the City Attorney 
issue a statement from a legal standpoint as to why a City staff 
member may be allowed to place an item on the agenda up to and 
including Friday when a City Councilmember may not. 

Following continued discussion, Councilman Mock AMENDED 
HIS MOTION to include, by reference, the Brown Act which covers 
the requirement of a 2/3rds vote for consideration of emergency 
matters. 

The motion carried by way of the following roll call 
vote ... 

AYES: 

NOES: 

Councilmembers Hardison, Mock, Nakano, 
Wirth and Mayor Geissert. 

Councilmembers Applegate and Walker. 
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13b. ACCEPTANCE OF RENOVATION OF EAST WING OF TORRANCE CITY 
HALL 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is the recommendation of the City Manager that the 
City Council accept the renovation of the East Wing of 
the Torrance City Hall and authorize the release of the 
final retention payment in the amount of $220,010.31 
to Dumarc Construction Corp . 

MOTION: Councilwoman Hardison moved to concur with the 
above stated recommendation on Agenda Item 13b, including the 
release of payment. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Mock 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

* * * 

At 8:06 p.m., the City Council recessed and reconvened 
as the Redevelopment Agency of the City of Torrance. The meet
ing of the Redevelopment Agency was formally adjourned at 8:07 
p.m. to Tuesday, March 10, 1992, 7:00 p.m. 

* * * 

18. ADDENDUM MATTERS 

18a. RESOLUTION HONORING RETIRING POLICE CHIEF DONALD NASH 

See Page 3. 

19. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

19a. This being Councilman Walker's last full meeting as a 
member of this Council [having chosen not to seek re-election], 
Councilman Applegate wished him well in his future political en~ 
deavors and expressed appreciation for all he has done for the 
City of Torrance during the past 14 years. 

19b. Councilwoman Hardison noted that Police Chief De 
Ladurantey will speak at the February 26th Torrance Coordinating 
Council meeting regarding gangs in the community. 
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19c. Mayor Geissert read aloud a prepared statement [of of
ficial record] wherein she proposed that there be a focused 
study by a City Council-appointed Blue Ribbon Citizens' Com
mittee that would be charged with recommending whether or not to 
place certain defined Charter issues on the November ballot. 
The Mayor suggested that Charter provisions dealing with the of
fices of City Clerk and City Treasurer and the issue of term 
limitation be studied. 

It was further recommended by Mayor Geissert that the 
Committee consist of no more than 15 people with representatives 
from the business community, homeowner or resident groups, 
public interest groups and four at-large appointees. 

The 
returned as 
Councilwoman 
17, might be 

Mayor concluded by requesting that this proposal be 
an agenda item at the March 10, Council meeting. 

Hardison suggested that either March 10 or March 
appropriate dates for consideration of the matter. 

There were no objections and it was so ordered. 

19d . Mr. Allan Ruppar, 4802 Milne Drive, provided an update 
on the current status of the Community Theater located in the 
Downtown Redevelopment Area. 

19e. Ms. Sara Horne, President of the Torrance League of 
412 Via el Chico, expressed her appreciation for 

study proposal recommended by the Mayor [19c, 
Women Voters, 
the Charter 
above]. 

19f. Mr. Dick Johnson, 23059A Nadine Circle, extended best 
wishes to Councilman Walker. 

20. 

20a. 

record. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE SESSION MATTERS 

Mayor Geissert read the following statement into the 

The City Council will now recess to closed session to 
confer with the City Manager and/or the City Attorney 
on the following subjects: 

Salaries, salary schedules and compensation for 
certain unrepresented employees and represented 
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employee groups as well as certain other personnel 
matters. 

Litigation entitled Securities and Exchange Com
mission vs. Institutional Treasury Management, 
Inc., United States District Court, Central 
District of California Civil Action Case No. 
91-6715RG(Ex). 

Authority to hold an executive session for these 
purposes is contained in Government Code Sections 
54957. 6 (al and 54956. 9 (a) . 

At 8:25 p.m., Mayor Geissert called a recess followed 
immediately by the above noted executive session. The Council 
returned at 9:21 p.m. No action was taken. 

21. ADJOURNMENT 

At 9:22 p.m., this meeting of the City Council was for
mally adjourned to Tuesday, March 10, 1992, 7:00 p.m. [March 3, 
having been declared a dark night because of the General 
Municipal Election on that date]. 

Peggy Laverty 
Minute Secretary 

# # # 
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