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May 22, 1990 

MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES 

1 . CALL TO ORDER 

The Torrance City Council convened in an adjourned 
regular meeting on Tuesday, May 22, 1990, at 6:09 p.m., in the 
Council Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2. ROLL CALL : 

Present: Councilmembers Applegate, Hardison, 
Mock, Nakano, Walker, Wirth and Mayor 
Geissert. 

Absent: None. 

Also present: City Manager Jackson, 
City Attorney Nelson, 
City Clerk Bramhall, and 
Staff representatives. 

Mayor Geissert announced that the Council had convened 
at this early hour for the purpose of considering the following 
matter. 

16. 

16a. 

APPEALS 

HEARING ON APPEAL OF TERMINATION OF MARK HOLDEN BY THE 
CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 

Mayor Geissert announced that this was the time, date 
and place to hear the appeal of Mark Holden from his employment 
as a Police Officer with the City of Torrance. She noted that 
the City was represented by Dan Cassidy [later revealed to be 
Siona Windsor standing in for Mr. Cassidy]; Mr. Holden, by Scott 
Furstman. 
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Mayor Geissert noted that, at the request of Mr. Hol
den, the disciplinary hearing was conducted by the Civil Service 
Commission in closed session and that the City Attorney had ad
vised that Mr. Furstman, on behalf of Mr. Holden, had requested 
that tonight's hearing be held in closed session, as well. 

There was no objection voiced by Mr. Holden or by any 
member of the Council to conducting this hearing in closed ses
sion. 

The Mayor then announced that the City Council would 
now be in closed session to hear the appeal of Mark Holden. 
Authority for conducting this hearing in closed session is 
provided under California Government Code Section 54957 and 
California Penal Code Section 832.7. 

At the Mayor's direction all persons whose presence was 
not required exited the Council Chambers. Those persons remain
ing were reminded by the Mayor that the hearing is confidential 
and she directed the City Clerk to seal the minutes of these 
proceedings [Pages 3-9] and keep them in a secure location. 

Formal action is reflected on Page 10, of these 
minutes. 

* * * 

At 7:18 p.m., the .Mayor called a recess. The Council 
convened in regular session at 7:32 p.m., per Page 10, and subse
quent pages of these minutes. 

* * * 
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May 22, 1990 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES 

1 . CALL TO ORDER 

At 7:32 p.m., the Mayor Geissert called the regular 
meeting of this date to order and announced ~hat the Council had 
met in closed session at 6:00 p.m. for purposes of hearing the 
following appeal ... 

16a. 

hearing, 
Service 
Officer 

HEARING ON APPEAL OF CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION DECISION 
RESULTING IN THE DISMISSAL OF POLICE OFFICER MARK 
HOLDEN 

Mayor Geissert announced that, as a resu1t of this 
the City Council voted unanimously to uphold the Civil 

Commission decision concerning the dismissal of Police 
Mark Holden. 

Regular agenda order was resumed. 

2. ROLL CALL: 

See Page 1. 

3. FLAG SALUTE/INVOCATION 

Ms. Pam O'Brien led in the salute to the flag. 

The invocation for the meeting was provided by Doug 
Bergen, High Council of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints. 

4. . APPROVAL OF MINUTES/MOTION RE FURTHER READING 

minutes 
corded. 
vote was 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to 
of the City Council meeting of April 24, 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Mock 
unanimously favorable. 
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MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved that after the City 
Clerk has assigned a number and read title to any resolution or 
ordinance on the agenda for this meeting, the further reading 
thereof be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmem
ber the right to demand the reading of any such resolution or or
dinance in regular order. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Mock and roll call_vote was unanimously favorable. 

5 • MOTION RE POST!NG OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to accept and file 
the report of the City Clerk on th~ posting of the agenda for 
this meeting. This motion, seconded by Councilman Mock, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

6. WITHDRAWN OR DEFERRED ITEMS 

City Manager Jackson announced that an earlier request 
for deferral of Agenda Item 15b [PP 89-35, W 89-23, MOHIYUDDIN 
KURESHI] has now been withdrawn. See Page 17, for consideration 
of this matter. 

7 . 

8. 

8a. 

COUNCIL COMMITI'EE MEETINGS 

Public Safety 
Jurte 14, 
Subject: 

Committee 
1990, 4:30 p.m. 
Acutely Hazardous Materials Review and 
Permit Process. 

COMMUNITY MATTERS 

RESOLUTION OF COMMENDATION - POLLY WATTS 

RESOLUTION NO. 90-79 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE COMMENDING AND 
CONGRATULATING PAULINE PORTER "POLLY" 
WATTS FOR HER DEDICATION, INVOLVEMENT, 
AND THE·MANY CONTRIBUTIONS SHE HAS MADE 

TO THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 90-79. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Hardison and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 
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Sb. RECOGNITION OF LIZBETH MCDANNEL 

A Certificate of Appreciation was presented by Mayor 
Geissert to former Civil Service Commissioner Lizbeth McDannel. 
There was grateful acceptance by Ms. McDannel. 

Sc. PROCLAMATION of "National Public Works Week" 

SO PROCLAIMED by Mayor Geissert and accept~d by City 
Engineer Burtt. 

9. LIBRARY/PARKS AND RECREATION MATTERS 

9a . METROPOLITAN COOPERATIVE LIBRARY SYSTEM ADVISORY BOARD 
ALTERNATE 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The City Librarian recommends that your Honorable Body 
appoint Mrs. Sally Stowe as the Torrance Alternate to 
the MCLS Advisory Board. 

MOTION: Councilman Wirth moved to concur with the 
above recommendation of the City Librarian. His motion was 
seconded by Councilwoman Hardison and carried without objection. 

14. PERSONNEL MATTERS 

14a. FISCAL YEAR 1990-91 JTPA OPERATIONAL PLAN/BUDGET 
SUMMER YOUTH EMPLOYMENT TRAINING PROGRAM (SYETP) PLAN 
AND CONTRACT RENEWAL 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that your Honorable Body: 

1 . Approve Fiscal Year 1990-91 JTPA Operational Plan/ 
Budget; arid 

2. Adopt the resolution authorizing the execution of 
the 1990 Summer Youth Employment Training Program 
contracts. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 90-80 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF TORRANCE 
AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR AND THE 
CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST CONTRACTS 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE AND THE SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL OCCUPATIONAL CENTER (SCROC), 
OFFICE OF SAMOAN AFFAIRS, AND LOS ANGELES 

UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 90-80. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Hardison and 
roll call vote proved unanimously favorable. 

MOTION: Councilwoman Hardison moved for adoption of 
the Fiscal Year 1990-91 JTPA Operational Plan/Budget. This mo
tion, seconded by Councilman Nakano, carried by unanimous roll 
call vote. 

14b. NEW CLASS SPECIFICATION/SALARY RANGE FOR TRANSIT 
CONTRACTS COORDINATOR 

RESOLUTION NO. 90-81 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF TORRANCE SETTING FORTH CERTAIN 
CHANGES REGARDING WAGES, HOURS, AND WORKING 
CONDITIONS FOR EMPLOYEES REPRESENTED BY THE 
ENGINEERS AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 89-155 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 90-81. His motion, seconded by Councilman Wirth, carried by 
unanimous roll call vote. 

15. 

15a. 

HEARINGS: 

CUP 89-61, D 89-68, CUP 86-15 (MOD): -OXFORD 
PROPERTIES. INC. 

Mayor Geissert announced that this was the time and 
place for continued City Council reconsideration of an appeal of 
a Planning Commission approval of a Conditional Use Permit, Divi
sion of Lot and Modification of a previously approved Conditional 
Use Permit to allow the construction of a multi-story office 
building, a one-story office building and a multi-level parking 
structure and to allow a two-lot subdivision on property located 
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in the C-3 zone at the south side of Torrance Boulevard between 
Hawthorne Boulevard and Amie Avenue. CUP 89-61, D 89-68~ CUP 
86-15 (MODI: OXFORD PROPERTIES, INC.-

Proof of publication, provided by the City Clerk, was 
filed without objection. 

During his presentation on this agenda item, Senior 
Principal Planner Gibson noted that the Planning Department 
recommends denial of the appeal and approval of the project 
the Planning Commission has not reviewed the revised plans. 

Mr. Mike Branigan, representing Oxford Properties, 
Inc., 21250 Hawthorne Boulevard, Suite 770, advised that [per 
condition of record] the Tract Map has now been revised and a 
covenant recorded against the land limiting the available FAR on 
the site · to .8-1. Modifications to the plan as currently 
proposed were then discussed by Mr. Branigan, who concurred with 
all conditions with the exception of #18 regarding planters on 
the parking structure which he requested be at the discretion of 
the Planning staff. 

Mr. Milan D. Smith, Jr., Smith and Hilbig, Suite 500, 
21515 Hawthorne Boulevard, was present to represent The Torrance 
Company. After reviewing the early history on this parcel rela
tive to a non-exclusive· parking easement around the Denny's 
building, Mr. Smith requested that a condition in that regard be 
added to the subject project. Mr. Smith submitted a copy of this 
requested condition for the official record and distributed 
copies to members of the Council and staff. 

Not having had an opportunity to thoroughly analyze the 
recommended condition, City Attorney Nelson advised the Council 
not impose the condition at this time unless there is agreement 
between the two parties involved. 

Mr. Jim Andrews, 333 South Hope Street, Los Angeles, 
attorney for Oxford Properties, stated that the people he repre
sents do not agree to the condition suggested by Mr. Smith. 

Mr. Smith returned to urge that the condition be im
posed. 

There being no one else in the 
speak, Councilman Walker moved to close 
was seconded by Councilman Mock and roll 
mously favorable. 

Council discussion followed. 
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Councilman Applegate reiterated his previously stated 
concerns which he maintained are still not met with the redesign. 
The project, per Mr. Applegate, remains too dense, is too tall, 
has too little setback, and concessions were made in the area of 
parking which will prove to be a detriment to future tenants. 

Councilwoman Hardison stated that, after Council ap
proval of the Computax project, she had envisioned smaller build
ings with all surface parking for the balance of the site. In 
addition to preferring a five-story building in place of the six 
stories proposed, Mrs. Hardison noted that her concerns also en
compass the inclusion of the square footage of internal streets 
in the FAR computations for this project. 

Senior Principal Planner Gibson affirmed, in response 
to a question by the Mayor, that unless a roadway is dedicated to 
the public, it is typically included in the FAR calculations for 
office projects. 

Mayor Geissert suggested the possibility of replacing 
the proposed one-story building with landscaping/parking and also 
of moving the property line to the center of the street, rather 
than using the entire street in the computations for floor area 
ratio. 

The cumulative impact of the parking structures was 
decried by Councilman Applegate, who deemed the need to build a 
parking structure to support the building itseJf an over-reaching 
of proposed density for the site. 

Councilman Wirth stated his concerns regarding the 
counting of street area as part of the FAR. He advised that he 
would be more comfortable with that approach if it had been made 
clear to the developer when the project was originally proposed. 

MOTION: Councilman Wirth moved to deny the appeal and 
approve the project. The motion was seconded by Councilman Mock, 
but failed to carry as indicated by the following roll call vote. 

AYES: 

NOES: 

Councilmembers Mock, Walker and Wirth. 

Councilmembers Applegate, Hardison, 
Nakano and Mayor Geissert. 

Councilman Wirth then offered a MOTION to deny the ap
peal and approve the project, modified to remove the one-story 
building. This motion ultimately carried ... see Page 17. 
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Prior to a second on the motion, the applicant's repre
sentative indicated a desire to address the Council. Councilman 
Wirth then MOVED to reopen the hearing. This motion, seconded by 
Councilman Mock, carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

Mr. Mike Branigan advised that removal of the single
story building and relocation of the lot line to the center of 
the street would be acceptable to Oxford Properties. He also in
dicated a willingness to work with staff in an effort to create 
more surface parking. 

Senior Principal Planner Gibson cautioned that removal 
of the one-story structure would likely not provide significant 
parking space, thus would not eliminate a level of the parking 
structure. Mr. Gibson noted that he would work with the ap~ 
plicant to work out a compromise in terms of some on-grade park
ing as well as additional landscaping to help screen the parking 
structure from Torrance Boulevard [both concerns which were ex
pressed during consideration of this case]. 

Councilman Applegate pointed out that removal of the 
single story building will result in less than 5% square-footage 
reduction which, in his opinion, is not a significant impact on 
the massiveness of the project presented, the remaining office 
building being some 92 feet tall with a 52~foot setback, sup
ported by a massive parking structure. 

The hearing was then closed by way of a MOTION by Coun-
cilman Wirth; seconded by Councilman Mock and unanimously 
carried by roll call vote. 

The above motion was recapped as requiring removal of 
the single-story building and, in its place, to install landscap
ing and parking to the satisfaction of the Planning Department. 
Councilman Wirth MODIFIED HIS MOTION to include relocation of the 
lot line to the middle of Street B. 

The motion, as modified, was seconded by Councilman 
Mock. 

Councilman Nakano commented that he would have 
preferred a five-story building rather than the six-story struc
ture proposed. He also voiced his opinion that computations in
cluding the square footage of internal streets should have been 
established when the original Computax building was proposed. 
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Councilwoman Hardison reiterated her desire for a five
rather than six-story structure, and noted that she would have 
preferred to leave the one-story building as a buffer to the 
parking structure . 

The motion on the floor carried by way of the following 
roll call vote. 

AYES: 

NOES: 

Councilmembers Mock, Walker, Wirth and 
Mayor Geissert. 

Councilmembers Applegate, Hardison and 
Nakano. 

Mayor Geissert requested that the City Attorney inves
tigate the concerns related by Mr. Smith [cross access parking 
easement for the Denny's parcel] and report back to the Council. 

At 9:03 p.m. Mayor Geissert declared a recess. The 
Council reconvened at 9:30 p.m. 

* * * 

15b. PP 89-24, W 89-12: MOHIYUDDIN KURESHI 

Mayor Geissert announced that this was the time and 
place for City Council consideration of an appeal of a Planning 
Commission approval of a Precise Plan of Development and a Waiver 
to allow the construction of a new three-story residence exceed
ing the maximum building height on property located in the 
Hillside Overlay. District in the R-1 zone at 4064 Newton Street. 
PP 89-24, W 89-12: MOHIYUDDIN KURESHI. 

Proof of publication, provided by the City Clerk, was 
filed without comment. 

During his staff presentation, Senior Principal Planner 
Gibson noted that the Planning Commission recommends denial of 
the appeal and approval of the project; the Planning Department 
recommends approval of the appeal and denial of the project. 
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Architect Greg Schneider, 1902 Speyer Lane, Redondo 
Beach, described features of the project and efforts put forth to 
mitigate view blockage. 

The applicant, Mr. Mohiyuddin Kureshi, 4064 Newton 
Street, described efforts to redesign the proposed construction 
to accommodate neighbors' concerns. He also read aloud a letter 
of approval from neighbors, Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Morgan, 4054 
Newton Street. This letter was then submitted for the record. 

Council discussion turned briefly to the potential for 
utilizing a portion of the street level of the proposed structure 
for living area with only one level above that, in order to 
reduce the overall height of the project. Senior Principal Plan
ner Gibson responded to inquiries regarding floor area· ratio cal
culations, noting that in terms of the new R-1 standards, the 
basement [street level] would count toward the FAR. 

Comments from the public were invited. 

The following individuals spoke in OPPOSITION to the 
project as currently designed. 

Mr. Gary Reist, 4069 Bluff Street, 

Ms. Cheryl Reist, 4069 Bluff Stre~t, [submitted work
sheet with options for consideration], 

Mr . Brian Chiat, 4068 Newton Street, [presented photo
graphs taken from their property], 

Ms. Althea Chiat, 4068 Newton Street. 

Concerns encompassed adverse impacts on views, property 
values~ privacy, light, air, traffic, etc. Questions were raised 
regarding slope stability, and soil and drainage conditions, and 
objections were voiced pertaining to the appearance of bulk and 
the size of the structure for size of the lot. · 

Opposition to the destruction of any trees [to enhance 
views] was voiced by Ms. Reist, who desired retention of the 
trees at the rear of the Kureshi property for a buffering effect. 

Mr. Chiat stated, for the record, that he has paid to 
have the fence between his property and that of the applicant 
repaired on three different occasions. 
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Regarding the question of soil condition, Building and 
Safety Director Grippo advised that, when excavation is proposed, 
a soil engineer's investigation, report and recommendation will 
be required. 

Speaking in FAVOR of the project were ... 

Mr. Richard Bornstein, 4132 Mesa·, 

Mr. Keith Iaia, 4059 Newton Street, 

Mr. Gordon Buck, 3784 Newton Street. 

Reasons sited for support of the project included the 
need for upgrading of the neighborhood; the continuing need for 
property owners to develop properties to suit family needs; etc. 

There being no one else in the audience who wished to 
speak on this matter, Councilman Applegate moved to close the 
hearing. His motion was seconded by Councilman Mock and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable . 

. Noting concerns regarding the potential view impact to 
the home on Bluff Street [Reist residence], Councilwoman Hardison 
deemed the size of the house much too large for the size of the 
lot. She suggested an option whereby the bulk of the needed 
square footage is contained on the first floor, supplemented by 
what could be provided in the garage-basement area. 

Councilman Wirth expressed concerns regarding the im
pact to the adjacent residence on Newton Street; the floor area 
ratio of the structure proposed [.86-1 including basement/ 
garage]; and the bulk and density impact on the neighborhood. 
Mr. Wirth suggested that the item b~ continued to allow for 
modification of the basement level to provide windows. 

Councilman Applegate opposed utilizing a subterranean 
area as living space and expressed concerns that such a redesign 
might, at some point in the future, be utilized for more than a 
single-family residence. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to continue Agenda 
Item 15b to the City Council meeting of June 19, 1990, 5:30 p.m. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Mock. [See Page 20 for 
modification]. 
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The negative impact which would be represented by the 
size of house proposed on the light and air of the house to the 
west was of concern to Councilman Nakano, who deemed the impact 
to the homes on Bluff Street "marginal, at best." 

It was proposed by Councilman Walker that a split-level 
design be investigated in order to mitigate height concerns 
going up an additional level but not taking the entire width of 
the lot was suggested. 

Mayor Geissert agreed that the proposal represents too 
much house above grade for the size of the lot. It was her re
quest that Planning staff work with the applicant and his ar
chitect to determine how much space can be incorporated in the 
ground level, with an effort to provide windows in the basement 
level to provide light and ventilation to that area [particular.ly 
the area to the left of the garage door]. 

Addressing the motion on the floor, the applicant's ar
chitect requested a continuance to July 17th in order to provide 
time for redesign. 

Councilman Applegate AMENDED HIS MOTION 
Agenda Item 15b to Tuesday, July 17, 1990, 5:30 p.m. 
ment was accepted by Councilman Mock as seconder of 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

to continue 
This amend
the motion, 

Planning Director Ferren announced that the case will 
not be readvertised. 

* * * 
At 11:00 p.m. a recess was called. The Council recon

vened at 11:10 p.m. 
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15c. ADOPTION OF CITY MANAGER'S PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 1990-91 

Mayor Geissert announced that this was the time and 
place for a public hearing on the adoption of the City Manage~'s 
proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 1990-91. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to receive and file 
the affidavit of publication for this agenda item. His motion 
was seconded by Councilman Mock and roll call vote was unani
mously favorable. 

Mayor Geissert invited comments. 

Ms. Shirley Turner, 23216 Juniper Avenue, read aloud a 
letter in support of the Parks and Recreation Department's 
proposed budget from Ms. Adrian Fraley, President of Friends of 
Madrona Marsh. 

There being no one else who wished to speak, Councilman 
Applegate moved to close the hearing. His motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Hardison and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

Councilman Nakano announced that, upon the advice of 
the. City Attorney, he will abstain on the matter of taxation of 
office space as well as the increase in construction tax. 

Councilman Applegate noted that he will likewise 
abstain from these matters upon the advise of the City Attorney. 

Council action is reflected below. 

RESOLUTION NO. 90-82 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA ADOPTING THE 
ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE 1990-91 FISCAL YEAR 
AND ESTABLISHING THE GENERAL OPERATING 

BUDGET BALANCES 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 90-82. His motion was seconded by Councilman Wirth and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

21 

- ---- --- -------~--

City Council 
May . 22, 1990 

-..... -



RESOLUTION NO. 90-83 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE REPEALING RESOLUTION 
NO. 89-120 IN ITS ENTIRETY ESTABLISHING 
THE RATES FOR REFUSE COLLECTION AND 
SUBSTITUTING THIS NEW RESOLUTION THEREFOR 
WHICH ESTABLISHES NEW RATES FOR REFUSE 

COLLECTION 

MOTION: Councilwoman Hardison moved to adopt Resolu-
tion No. 90-83. Her motion, seconded by Councilman Walker, 
carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 90-84 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE REPEALING RESOLUTION 
NO. 86-185 IN ITS ENTIRETY ESTABLISHING 
THE RATES FOR HAZARDOUS MATERIAL INVENTORY 
PROGRAM AND SUBSTITUTING THIS NEW RESOLU
TION THEREFOR WHICH ESTABLISHES NEW RATES 
FOR THE HAZARDOUS MATERIAL INVENTORY 

PROGRAM 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 90-84. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Hardison and 
roll call vote proved unanimously favorable. 

RESOLUTION NO. 90-85 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE SETl'ING FORTH A SUGGESTED 
REVISION TO PORTIONS OF THE SCHEDULE OF 
BAIL FOR USE BY THE MUNICIPAL COURT IN 
CERTAIN CASES ARISING FROM VIOLATIONS OF 

THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 90-85. This motion, seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, 
carried by unanimous roll call vote. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 3298 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE ADDING SECTION 31.2.14 
THROUGH 31.2.22 TO THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL 
CODE DEALING WITH THE IMPOSITION OF A 

TAX ON COMMERCIAL OFFICE BUILDINGS 

MOTION: Councilwoman Hardison moved'to approve Or-
dinance No. 3298 at its first reading. Her motion was seconded 
by Councilman Mock and carried by way of the following roll call 
vote. 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

Councilmembers Hardison, Mock, Wirth and 
Mayor Geissert. 

Councilman Walker. 

Councilmen Applegate and Nakano. 

ORDINANCE NO. 329·9 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 225.1.3· OF 
THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE DEALING WITH 
THE UTILITY USERS' TAX ON TELEPHONE OR 

TELETYPEWRITER SERVICES 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to approve Ordinance 
No. 3299 at its first reading. This motion, seconded by Council
man-Mock, carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

ORDINANCE NO. 3300 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING SECTION 229.3.2 
OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE DEALING 

WITH THE RATE OF CONSTRUCTION TAX 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved for the approval of 
Ordinance No. 3300 at its first reading. His motion, seconded by 
Councilman Wirth, carried by way of the following roll call vote. 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

Councilmembers Hardison, Mock, Walker, 
Wirth and Mayor Geissert. 

None. 

Councilmen Applegate and Nakano. 
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Councilman Wirth requested a staff report on the in
creasing use by commercial operations of satellite dishes as com
munication reception, and the loss of revenue to the City repre
sented thereby. 

Legal requirements covering his reasons for abstention 
were outlined by Councilman Nakano. 

16. APPEALS 

16a. HEARING ON APPEAL OF CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION DECISION 
RESULTING IN THE DISMISSAL OF POLICE OFFICER MARK 
HOLDEN 

See Pages 1-9 [Pages and 3-9 being designated CONFIDEN
TIAL] and Page 10 of these minutes. 

17. 

17a. 

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 

JUNE 1990 BALLOT PROPOSITIONS 

Mayor Geissert briefly reviewed the report of record of 
the City Council Ad Hoc Legislative Committee setting forth the 
Committee's position concerning the June 5, 1990 ballot proposi
tions. 

MOTION; _Councilman Wirth moved to concur with the 
recommendations of the Ad Hoc Legislative Committee of the City 
Council as set forth in agenda material of record. His motion 
was seconded by Councilwoman Hardison and roll call vote proved 
unanimously favorable. 

Councilman Walker stated, for the record, that the 
above action reflected a Committee position on behalf of the en
tire City, not individual positions. 

17b. COUNCIL DARK NIGHT - JUNE 5. 1990 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to concur with the 
recommendation of the City Manager that June 5, 1990 [date of the 
State primary election] be designated as a City Council dark 
night. His motion was seconded by Councilman Wirth and it was so 
ordered without objection. 
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* * * 

At 11:31 p.m., the City Council recessed and convened 
as the Redevelopment Agency of the City of Torrance. This meet
ing of the Redevelopment Agency was adjourned at 11:33 p.m. 

* * * 

22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

22a. City Clerk Bramhall announced that interviews to fill a 
vacancy on the Library Commission will be scheduled for the June 
26 Council meeting. 

22b. Councilman Applegate expressed appreciation to all in-
volved in the _recent Armed Forces Day activities. 

22c. Councilwoman Hardison stated that she received a call 
from a citizen regarding the use and storage of materials at 2321 
Abalone Avenue. City Manager's staff to follow through. 

22d. Councilman Wirth requested that the Council take a 
position regarding the Federal "peace dividend" recommending that 
a reasonable amount be retained in high tech industries in this 
area. A report from staff was requested. Feedback from staff 
was requested by Mr. Wirth. 

22e. Mayor Geissert expressed her appreciation for the ef-
forts put forth in support of the Armed Forces Day Parade. 

22f. Mayor Geissert noted receipt of a petition [original 
submitted to the City Clerk's office] from residents of 232nd 
Street requesting street improvements. City Engineer Burtt will 
look into the matter and provide a report. 

23. 

23a. 

record. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE SESSION MATl'ERS 

Mayor Geissert read the following statement into the 
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The City Council will now recess to closed session to 
confer with the City Manager and/or the City Attorney 
on the following subjects: 

Salaries, salary schedules and compensation for 
certain unrepresented employees and represented 
employee groups as well as certain other personnel 
matters; 

Negotiations for the acquisition of property at 
1860 Torrance Boulevard involving Dan Stumpus and 
Nicholas Peters; 

Pending litigation entitled People of the State of 
California vs. Mobil Oil Corporation, et al., Los 
Angeles Superior Court Case No. C 719953; and, 

Pending litigation entitled Josephine Wood vs. 
City of Torrance, Los Angeles Superior Court Case 
No. SWC 995.39. 

Authority to hold an executive session for these 
purposes is contained in Government Code Sections 
54957.6(a); 54956.9(a) and 54956.8. 

At 11:45 p.m., the City Council recessed to executive 
session, returning at 12:03 a.m. 

NOTE: Councilman Mock left the meeting during execu
tive session. 

City Attorney Nelson requested that the Council concur 
in the recommendation of the City Attorney in the case of 
Josephine Wood vs. City of Torrance, Los Angeles Superior Court 
Case No. SWC 99539. Councilman Applegate SO MOVED. His motion 
was seconded by Councilwoman Hardison and roll call vote of those 
present proved unanimously favorable [Councilman Mock having left 
the meeting]. 

24. ADJOURNMENT 

At 12:05 a.m. [Wednesday, May 23, 1990] the May 22nd 
meeting of the City Council was formally adjourned to Tuesday, 
May 29, 1990, 5:30 p.m. 

* * # 
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Peggy Laverty 
Minute Secretary 
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