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INUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL

OFPENING CERFMONITES:

1 CALL TO ORDER:

The Torrance Cit¥ Council convaned in a regular meeting
on Tuesday, February 5, 1880 at 3535 padsy in the Council Tham-
bers at Torrance Cityx Hall.

D ROLL /€AETL.:
Present: Councilmembers Applegate, Hardison,
Mock, Nakano, Walker, Wirth and Mayor
Geissert.
Absent: None.

Also present: City Manager Jackson,
City Attorney Nelscn,

City Clerk Bramhzll, and
taff Representatives,

Mayor Geissert announced with regret the passing of a
long-time resident of the City, officer of the Gray Panthers,
former member of the California PTA State Board and Loz Angejes
County Parks and Recreation Commission:

BERTHA MONTENEGRO.

The Mayor requested that ad.journment be in memory of
Ms. Montenegro. '

3ia FLAG SALUTE/INVOCATION:

Doris Greene, outgoing president of the Rose Flaat &
sociation, led the Flag Salute.

mn
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The 1invoecation for this meeting was provided by Father
Terence Lynberg, St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church.

4, APPROVAL OF MINUTES/MOTION RE FURTHER READING:

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved tc appro
minutes of the City Council meeting of January 9, 19¢0. is
tion was seconded by Councilman Mock. Councilman Nakano abstai
from voting, having been absent on January 9. Recll call ~«
reflected majerity approval with Councilman Nakanro's abstentic
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MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved that after the City
Clerk has assigned a number and read title te any resoclution or
ordinance on the agenda for this meeting, the further r=ading
thereof be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each
Councilmember the right to demand the reading of any such resolu-

tion or ordinance in regular order. His motion was seconded by
Councilman Mock and roll call vote was unanimously favorable.

D MOTION RE POSTING .OF AGENDA:

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to accept and file
the report of the City Clerk on the posting of +the agenda for
this wmeeting. This moticn was seconded by Councilman Mocck and

carried by unanimous roll call vote.

6. WITHDRAWN OR DEFERRED ITEMS:

None.

|

COUNCTL COMMITTEE MEETINGS:

Public Safety Committee
Wednesday, March 14, 1990, 1:320 p.m.
Subject: Permit Process of Acutely Hazardcus Material

Finance Committee
Tuesday, February 27, 1990, 6:0C p.m.
Subject: Mid-vear Budget Review

Town Hall Meeting
Tuesday, February 13, 1999, 6:00 p.m.
Subject: Budget
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PRESENTATION OF SERVICE AWARES:

In recognition of their dedicated service to the City,

Mayor Geissert presented service awards to the following Tity
employees:

Richard Garcia, Street Maintenance Superintendent
35 vears of service

Raiph Gibson, Sanitation Supervisor
30 years of service

William Becker Principal Building Inspector
25 years of service.

8b. PROCLAMATION RE "NATIONAL CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY WEELR":
The week of February 11 through 17, 1990 was proclaimed
"National Child Rassenger Safety Week'" by Mayor Geissert

Present to receive this proclamation, Torrance Police
Lieutenant Dennis Frandsen and OCfficer Dale Robbhins, the

department’s spokesperson for child safety programs, provided =
brief overview of the Police Department’s participaticn in the
Thild Safety Seat Loan and "Buckleasaurus" programs. Officer
Robbins acknowledged the Torrance Exchange Club’s deonation of 12

new child safety seats for use in the loan program.

8c. PROCLAMATION RE "VOCATIONAL EDUCATION WEEK™:

Mavor Geissert proclaimed February 11 to 17, 13990 to he
"Vocational Education Week” in the <City of Torrance. This
proclamation was accepted by Dr. Elizabeth Nash, Superintendent
of Southern California Regional Occupation Center, on behalt of
"the SCRGCC Board of Trustees, staff, and 4,500 students enrclled
in over 50 programs."

Be LIBRARY/PARKS AND RECREATTION MATTERS:

Ja. PRESENTATION OF 1990 "PRINCESSES’ TROPHY" AWARD:

A brief history of the City’s participation in the
Tournament of  Roses Parade was provided by »Ms. Doris Greene,
president of the Torrance Rose Float Association, who describ

ed
the award-winning float entrvy, "World Tour."
Citvy Council
February £, 1990
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Introduced by Ms. Greene, Mr. Bob Monk of the Fleat
Entries Committee of the Pasadena Tournament of Roses presented
the City with the 1990 Princesses’ Trophy.

On behalf of the entire City Council, Mayor Geisse
congratulated Ms. Greene, the Asscciation and volunteers on th
achievement and expressed appreciation for their efforts. Cou
cilman Mock, liaison to the Rose Float Assoccia*tion, personally
thanked Ms. Greene for keeping the Council informed.

15, HEARINGS:

15a. CUP 89-49, MOBIL OIL:

Mavor Geissert announced that this was the time and
place for City Council consideration of an applicant appeal of
conditions relating to approval of a Conditicnal Use Permit to
allow construction of approximately 23,700 square feet of build-
ing area to house central control instrumentation systems for
refinery operations on property located in the M-2 zone at 2700
190th Street, CUP 89-49, MOBIL OIL CORPORATION.

Proof of publication, as provided by the City Clerk’s
Office, was received and filed without comment.

A brief chronology of events to date was provided hy
Senior Principal Planner Gibson, who reported that four of five
conditions originally appealed by the applicant were deleted or
withdrawn with only the Code condition requiring an improvement
bond for the construction of Del Amo Boulevard remaining.

Noted during Mr. Gibson’s presentation was the Planning
Commission’s unanimous vote to require that the applicant provide
street dedication and the Planning staff’'s recommendation for ap-
proval of the project as conditioned. - Staff explained. however,
that the Planning Commission’s decision was made prior te the
Council’s enactment of an ordinance requiring that there be a
nexus between the project and requirements for street dadication.

Senior Principal Planner Gibson responded to Council
inquiries, following which the proponent was invited to spealk.

Mr. Robert Break of the law firm of Latham and Watkins,
650 Town Center Drive, Costa Mesa, summarized Mobil’s pesition
{as set ferth 1in correspondence dated February 6, 1990, of
record) that the requirement for bond is not related to the use
of the property for which the Permit 1is requested. dlso

referenced by Mr. Break was documentation sent to the City Attor-
ney¥ in substantiation of their stand.

ity Council
February 56, 1990



Members of the audience were invited to speak, to which
there was no response.

MOTION: Councilman Applegats meoved
hearing. His metion was seconded by Cou
carried by unanimous rolil call vote.

o clesa the publie
ilman Walker and

MOTION: Councilman Wirth moved to grant the appeal and
appreve the project with modifications as proposed. Councilman
Mock seconded the motion.

While he did not completely concur in Mebil’s cenclu-
sions, it was City Attorneyv Nelscn'’s rescommendation that Council
adopt the motion taking into consideration the remotsness of the
proposed construction from the public works preoject and the fact

et

that a date had not been set for the subject street improvement:

Councilman Applegate noted the City’'s past practic:
uniformly imposing street dedication requirements and the rec
enactment of an ordinance, in keeping with current law, tha
changes the  Cityv’s Policy. He clarified that it would be fo
this reascn the appeal would be granted.

Rcll call vote on the motion to grant the apneal! and
approve the preject with medifications as proposed was unani-
mously favorable.

City Clerk Bramhall read number and title to:

SUPPLEMENTARY

RESOLUTION NO. 99-24

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY

OF TORRANCE GRANTING AN EXEMPTION FROM THE

PROVISIONS OF SECTION 74.3.2 OF THE TORRANCE

MUNICIPAL CCDE FOR MCBIL OIL CORFORATION FOR

STREET IMPROVEMENTS ALONG THE PROPOSED ROUTE

OF DEL AMO BOULEVARD, EAST COF MAPLE STREET,
CUP 889-49

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adept Feszcluticn
90-24. His motion, seconded by {{ouncilwoman Hardiscn,
ed by unanimous roll call vote,
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17 ; ADMINTISTRATIVE MATTERS:
17a. PRE-BUDGET WCRKSHQP FOR FY 1990-92:

City Manager Jackson explained the purpnse of the pre-
buddﬂ sorkshop, changes in the budget proecesss, and highlizhted
info at on frem the midyear budget report as set  forth in  the

sbqff report of record.

The Council was asked to provide thes City Manager =izh
input regardlnG the level of City services, the base budget, th=
funding »f ndated programs, possible revenue enhancements. and
budget work hﬁp procedures, to aid in the preparation of the fiz-
cal year 1990-92 budget.

It was Councilman Mock’s request to s=2e projections on
the 1impact to the budget and Tifty services from implemsntation
and enforcement of the Walker Initiative, should it pass,.

Councilweman Hardison indicated her cpposition te the
idea of tradeoffs or reductions. Howevwer, she was willing to
"look at”™ increasing revenues as apprepriate and requested an
overview of revenue increases over the past five to ten vears

Of concern to this Councilwoman was the monitcring of
priority green sheet items that had not bhesn addressed in pact’
vears, such as the need for additional Parks and Recreation per-
sonnel to maintain acguired parkland and buildings. Other con-
cerns expressed by Ms. Hardison included the pos
additional funding in connection with the passzage o
Iinitiative and government mandatecs.

(

In favor of increasing salary levels to compaste with
the marketplace, Councilwoman Hardiscn felt there sheould ke suf-
firient funding to meet commitments to emploree =sroups. Sha
asked that staff return with information regardinzg special ad-
jusiments and expenditures for City emplorys=2s over past yvears.

Councilman Wirth neoted his ongoing interest tha
completion of the rwl"lc Center Library basement. It was his
request that the City continue to look for a major pariner in
connection with a child care program for emplovess. Indicating
his W1111nzness to "find funds” fer a modified child care
program, he asked that alternatives be explored if the City is
not successful in locating a major partner.

In regard to legislative mandates, Councilman ¥irth
identified the need to monitor 1legislation on both state an
federal levels relative to revenue sources, particularls with
regard to Faderal Transportaticon Funds.

fity Council
February 6. 1389
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Once the availability of funds is determined, Council-
man Applegate felt the system was in place to implement green
sheet changes if the affordability is there.

Councilman Nakano indicated he would have comments to
make later in the budget process.

Faced with unknown factors arffecting the budget, Mayor
Geissert said she was not ready to commit to new programs at this
point in the process. However, were funding to be available, che

felt the City should look at supplementing work forces that deal
with added City facilities.

Mayvor Geissert noted that public input on the budget
would be entertained at the Town Hall meeting, Tuesday,
February 13, in the City Council Chambers. City Manager Jackson
urged citizens to address their needs and concerns regarding
service levels either by attending this meeting or by writing +to
the City.

17b. REQUEST FOR TWO-DAY FRIENDSHIP FESTIVAL AND
THE WAIVING OF FEES:

Staff's recommendation that the Chamber of Commsrce’s
request for a two-day festival be denied because of the drazin on
City resources and other concerns was related by City Manager
Jackson. It was clarified by the City Manager that staff had no
objection to a one-day program.

Favoring- the proposal, Councilman Applegate felt a
two-day festival would bring even ¢<reater attention to the
Downtown area, represent a more effective use of manpower, and
provide an inexpensive way for the City to create the opportunity
for nonprofit organizations to earn money. He urged the Council
to allow a twec-day event with the knowledge that an adjustment
could be made in the event it was not successful.

In response to staff concerns, Councilman Apple
suggested City resources could be spread over the two-day peri
with Police and Fire personnel manning a booth on alternate days.
He entertained the possibility that there would be volunteers
from these departments.

Councilwoman Hardiscn felt if would have been better if
the Chamber had surveyed residents and merchants and ocutlined
resolutions to their concerns prior to approaching the Council.
This Councilmember also voiced concerns regarding costs.

e
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Mr ., Kevin Peterson, President, Torrance Area Chamber of
mmerce, maintained that a two-day function wcoculd he "twice as
od"” relative to achieving the original Festival goals of bring-
. ;

visibility to the Downtown area and providing a fund-raising

D

opportunity for nonprofit organizations.

Noting there had been significant personnel changes
within the Chamber, Mr., Peterson announcad that Mark Conti of
Mark Conti Productions had been engaged to help with this year’s
effort and commented on Mr. Conti’s capabilities in this regard.

With the addition eof professional help, Xr. Peterson
said there would be more revenue needed. Th=a follawinzg factors
were related by the Chamber president in suppert of a ftwo-dax

event :

- That Sunday ftypically draws the biggest
crowd during a two-day festival,

- That the second day would be a "free dav"
as booths and equipment would be in place
and there would be twice the number of people.

- That a two-day event wcould attract guality
arts and crafts people to rent spacs.

- That sponsors would be more willing to under-
write the costs with this added identity.

- That the survey in agenda material (¢f record;
does not reflect long-term benefits.

- That two days of income from vendors and
sponsors is necessary to break even.

Responding to Council inquiries, Mr. Peter<on indi
his willingness to change the dates of the festival +to a
Council concerns about the time frame,.

Ms. Barbara Glennie, vice president and g=neral manager
of the Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce confirmed +that ths CTham-
ber suffered a loss on last year's Fastival.

Citing his past euxperience, Mr. Mark Conti, 2203 Curtis

Avenue, Redondo Beach, ©projected the effectiveness of a two-day
event and addressed concerns. Mr., Conti noted that mest
businesses 1in the Downtown area are closed on Sunday and would
nct be affected. He recommended the City work with the Califor-
nia Emergency Response Team to provide overnizht security. The

City Council
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Council was apprised that a controlled amount of +t
able to pass through the area with the Festival
place and that Mr. Conti did not anticipate a traf
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Mavor Geissert invited the public to speak.

Having worked with the committee that set up the Fes-
tival two years ago, Ms. Linda Stcckel, co-owner of Linda’s
World, 1614 Cravens, shared her concerns regarding financizal
practices; the lack of merchant involvement; inadeguate notifica-
tion; the benefit to Downtown businesses, particularly with the
advent of outside vendors; and the need for access to the are
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Downtown merchant and member of the Chamber of
merce, Mr. Bill McCloud, 4484 Spencer Street, noted the
response to their past efforts to contact merchants and cbv
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problems and concerns. This speaker reported that a m
would be held and that letters had already been sent tc the
chants regarding this year’s Festival. Noting ways in whicl
chants could benefit from the exposure -this event affords t}
he supported a two-day event for reasons cited by other speak
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Explaining how the Festival benefited his business
over a period of time, Mr. Gary Meyer, 22923 Fonthill, a merhhanf
in the Downtown area and chairman/volunteer of the Fas* 1*Jl
group, supported the event and advised of extra efforts this rear
to contact merchants and develop programs to help them.

(%)

Scoutmaster of Troop 330, Richard Mossherg, 171!
shaw Boulevard, supported the Festival as one of their su
ful, major fund-raising events.
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Speaking in her own behalf, Ms. Janet Payne,
1318 Engracia Avenue, Festival volunteer and past precident of
the Historical Society, stated her opinion that the festixal iz a
unique event that brings people together as a community. Tt was
her concern that this year’s effort was "rushed.”
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Identifying her concern to be "commerciazlizati
the Festival, Mayor Geissert questioned the ability
Downtown area to handle an affair that would grow compar
these held in the beach cities. She alsoc questioned ths
to nonprofit organizations.

&c>
]

9]
£al
L
b

oW O
I'D
»T)
_,)

ct
“t 0

pede

City Clerk Bramhall commented on the success of two
booths sponsored by the Kiwanis Club last vear.

Councilman Applegate upheld his support of the request,
commenting on the availability of areas to provide parking.

Tity Council
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In support of a two-day festival, Ms. Charlie Lambert,
2800 Plaza del Amo, Torrance, an employee of Southern California
Regional Cccupational Center {SCROC), commented on the importance
of the Festival in connection with their recruitment efforts.

Representing Torrance Holiday Inn, 21333 Hawvthorne
Bculevard, Ms. Margo Davis stressed that the Friendship Festival
enitomizes what the City stands fnr -- a balanced community,

There was assurance by this speaker that this event had heen a
primary focus of the Chamber of Commerce for mcnths and that =211

of the underlying plans were in place. Money spent for this pur-

pose, in her opinion, would be a good investment in the community

With no clear-cut position from the people wwho live i
the neighborhood, Councilman Walksr said he would bhe willing Lo
allow the two-day event to prove itself.

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved te¢ z2ran
Chamber’s request to holid a twe-day Friendship Festival with =
sociated costs not to exceed the two-day projection indicat
the City Manager of $8,234. It was clarified by Mr. Ap
that his motion included the waiving cf fees, with the ex
of safety fees. The motion was seconded by Councilman Wal

Councilwoman Hardison expressed her concern that the
City had not been allowed to share in this process as in the past
and did not know projected costs. She stated her desire to see a
financial statement following the event and noted her opinion
that this should be a "break even” event for the Chambar and noct
a profit-making venture. The Mavor’s concern that the Festival
might become too large was shared by this Cocuncilmember.

With some concerns, the Mayor favored allowing the
two-day Festival on a one-year trial basis, but likewise asked to
see a financial statement as well as <some response from par-
ticipating nonprofit organizations.

4

Supporting the motion, Councilman Nakano statsd i
desire to see a projected budget and a financial statement fol-
lowing the Festiwval. Mr. Nakano felt the concerns of Downteown
people should be surveved and addressed priocr to the event.

The City Manger agreed to provide a report on the
City’s expenditures, to work with the Chamber to provide a finan-
cial statement following the Festival, and to use City resources
to survey the Downtown area.

ity Caunci
February 6, 12%
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Roll call vote on the motion to grant the request for a
two-day festival not to exceed costs projected by the City
Manager and including the waiving of feses (except safety fees)
was unanimously favorable.

20, CONSENT CALENDAR:

20a. AWARD OF CONTRACT to fabricate and instzall
wrought iron fencing and gates arcund
the perimeter of the Madrona Marsh

Reference: Bid No. BS0-05
Expenditure: $142,803.00, including sales tax

RECCMMENDATICN:

The Purchasing Department and the Parks and Recreation
Department request that Council authorize the award of a contract
to the lowest responsible bidder, Lightning Fence Company of
Poway, California in the amount of $142,803.00.

MOTION: Councilman Applegate, seconded by Councilwoman
Hardison, moved to approve Consent Calendar Item 20a. Approval
by roll call vote was unanimous.

¥ X X
At 7:56 p.m., the City Council recessed and met 1in
Jjoint session with the Redevelopment Agency of the City of Tor-
rance. Regular Council agenda order was resumed at 7:537 p.m.,

with both bodies remaining in joint session for the purpose of a
joint executive session to be held later in the evening.

¥ X% %

22 . ORAL COMMUNICATIONS:

22a. Councilwoman Hardison asked for direction concerning
information (correspondence dated January 15, 1990, of record)
received from the City Attorney on the matter of full-stop,
taxi-back operations at the Airport. There was no objection to
Mayor Geissert’s suggestion that the matter be sent to committee.

City Council
February 6, 1990
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22 Councilman Mock transmitted to statf information con-
cerning the Crimes Victim Justice Format initiative, which he
received from the author, and asked that this matter be return=d

as an agenda item.

22¢ Mobil ©il information appearing in recent articles and
ads in one of the local newspapers was refuted by Councilman
Walker, who commented on efforts to defeat his hydrofluoric acid
initiative. Mr. Walker related his dismay that he would be un-
able to present arguments supperting his initiative at many of
the local campaign forums because of format changes.

Z2d s Councilman Wirth mentioned the arrival of the first MAX
bus for the Torrance to El1 Segundo route.

22e. Voicing his concern regarding affordable housing in the
City, Councilman Wirth asked that staff investigate ©possible
areas 1in the City where increased density might be acceptable in
conjunction with the current revision to the Land Use Element of
the General Plan and return to Council with information regarding
locations and feasibility.

22f . Responding to earlier comments by Councilman Walker,
Sandi Monda, 21506 Talisman, related the position of her
homeowners group relative to the format of their recent can-
didates’ forum and and advised of their plans for a subsequent
forum on March 5, to which Mr. Walker was invited.

22¢g. The 1intent of his earlier address was clarified bxr
Councilman Walker, who explained that his comments were directed
at the desirability of gaining early public exposure in connec-
tion with the hydrofluoric acid issue.

23- EXECUTIVE SESSION:

23a. EXECUTIVE SESSION MATTERS:

The City Council/Redevelopment Agency having remained
in joint session [see Page 11] Mavor/Chairwoman Geissert read the
following statement into the record at this time.

The City Council will now recess to closed session to
confer with the City Manager and/or the City Attorney
on the following subjects:

City Council
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- Salaries, salary schedules, and compensaticn for
certain unrepresented employees and represented
employee groups, as well as certain other
personnel matters; pending litigation; and
lease negotiations;

- Pending litigation entitled John Rastello, et al.,
vs. Rollo Green, et al., Los Angeles Superiocr
Court Case No. SWC 71882;

- Pending litigation entitled People of the State of
California, vs. Mobil 0il Corporation et al.,
Los Angeles Superior Court {ase No. C 719953;

- Lease amendment negotiations regarding Madison
Park Ground Lease;

- Negotiations for lease/purchase of Columhia
School site with Torrance Board of Education;

- Lease negotiations with nonprofit corporaticn
regarding Greenwood School site;

- As the Redevelopment Agency Board, Council will
confer with Agency Counsel regarding eminent
domain litigation entitled Redevelopment Agency
of the City of Torrance vs. Thomas G. Woolson,
et al., Los Angeles Superior Court Case
Number C 544910;

- Temporary use of Nagel Building by Robinson
Helicopter Corporation; and

- Pending litigation entitled Maxine Haves v. City
of Torrance, Municipal Court of California, Long
Beach Judicial District Case No. 88C(088441.

Authority to hold an executive session for these
purposes is contained in Government Code sections
54957.6{a), 54956.9(a), and 54956.8.

At 8:20 p.m. Mayor Geissert called a brief recess to he
followed immediately by a Jjoint, closed executive session for the
purposes noted above.

Upon reconvening at 10:05 p.m., the City Council toonk
the following action.

City Counecil
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RESOLUTION NO. 90-25

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
TORRANCE SETTING FORTH CERTAIN CHANGES REGARDING
HOURS, WAGES, AND WORKING CONDITIONS FOR EMPLOYEES
REPRESENTED BY THE TCRRANCE MANAGEMENT EMPLOYEES
ORGANIZATION RESOLUTION NO. 89-157.

MOTION: Ccuncilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution
No. 90-25. Councilwoman Hardison seconded his motion and roll
call vote proved unanimously favorable.

City Attorney Nelson recommended the Council concur
with his recommendation in the matter of pending litigation an-

titled Maxine Hayes v. Citvy c¢f Torrance, Municipal Court of
California, Long Beach Jud :ial District Case No. 88C08844,
Councilman Applegate SO IOVED and his motion was seconded by
Councilman Mock. Roll cal ~vote reflected unanimous approval.
21. ADJOURNMENT:

MOTION: At 10:07 p.m., Councilman Applegate moved to
adjourn both the City Council and the Redevelopment Agency to
Tuesday, February 13, 1990, at 7:00 p.m. Hearing no objestion,

it was so ordered by Mayor Geissert.
The meeting was adjourned in memory of:

Bertha Montenegro.
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ayor of the City of Torrance

G}éfk of the City of Torrance

Marlene Lewis City Council
Minute Secretary February 5, 1990
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