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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

June 6, 1989 

A regular meeting of the Torrance City Council was called 
to order by Mayor Geissert at 5:37 p.m. on Tuesday, June 6, 1989, 
in the Council Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2. ROLL CALL: 

3. 

Present: Councilmembers Applegate, Hardison, Mock, 
Nakano, Walker, Wirth, and Mayor Geissert. 

Absent: None. 

Also Present: City Manager Jackson, 
City Attorney Nelson, 
City Clerk Bramhall, and 
Staff representatives. 

FLAG SALUTE/INVOCATION: 

Mr. Steve Whitehead led in the salute to the Flag. 

The invocation for this meeting was provided by Reverend 
Charles Bullock, Torrance Church of the Nazarene. 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES/MOTION RE FURTHER READING: 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to approve the City 
Council minutes of May 8, 11, and 18, 1989. His motion was 
seconded by Councilman Mock, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved that after the City 
Clerk has assigned a number and read title to any resolution or 
ordinance on the agenda for this meeting, the further reading 
thereof be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each 
Councilmember the right to demand the reading of any such 
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resolution or ordinance in regular order. His motion was 
seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable. 

5. MOTION RE POSTING OF AGENDA: 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to receive and file 
the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for 
this meeting. This motion, seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

6. WITHDRAWN OR DEFERRED ITEMS: 

City Manager Jackson announced the following requests: 

17g. Airport Exemption and Fuel Flowage Fees and 
Library Room Rental Rate: 

Request by various citizens that the Airport fees 
portion of this item be referred to the Airport 
Commission. 

20a. Rates for City Towing Services: 

Request by staff for separate consideration. 

MOTION: Commissioner Applegate moved to refer the Airport 
fees portion of Item 17g to the Airport Commission. The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Wirth and carried without objection. 

The chairman of the Airport Commission, Mr. Tom Nosek, 
4422 Paseo de las Tortugas, said the Airport Commission would 
consider this matter at their next meeting. He solicited input 
from interested parties. 

7. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

Citizens' Enrichment and Development Committee 
Date: Tuesday, June 14, 1989, 4:30 p.m. 
Subject: AYSO 25th Anniversary Celebration 
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8. COMMUNITY MATTERS: 

Sa. INTRODUCTION OF LEADERSHIP TORRANCE GRADUATES: 

Mr. Bob Lewis, president of the Chamber of Commerce, and 
Mr. Steve Whitehead, chairman of the Disaster Council, introduced 
the Leadership Torrance graduating class. Mayor Geissert 
presented plaques from the Chamber of Commerce to the following 
people in recognition of this occasion: 

Barbara Aranguren 
Dawn Ellen Bein 
Leslie D. Cole 
Terese Condon 
Gerald Allen Gates 
Wayne E. Hall 
Laurie McLain Hughes 
John James Hussey 
Charlie Y. Lambert 
Gregg E. Martin 

Capt. Bruce J. Randall 
Jane R. Rawls 
Robert L. Stewart 
Michael J. Stoddard 
Lori 0. Swartz 
Gwendolyn R. Thompson 
Joseph M. Tillotson 
John P. Watters 
Melvin F. White 

The following individuals successfully completed the 
program, but were not present to receive recognition: 

8b. 

Miles W. Cooper 
Barbara E. Fitzpatrick 

PROCLAMATION PROCLAIMING JUNE 14 AS FLAG DAY: 

Mayor Geissert proclaimed June 14, 1989 as "Flag Day" in 
the City of Torrance. This proclamation was accepted by City 
Clerk John Bramhall. 

8c. RESOLUTION HONORING EDITH SIMPELAAR: 

RESOLUTION NO. 89-114 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE HONORING 
RECREATION PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATOR 

EDITH SIMPELAAR 
FOR DEDICATING THIRTY-TWO YEARS 

OF SERVICE TO THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 89-114. The motion was seconded by C-0uncilman Walker and 
carried by unanimous roll call vote. 
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Mayor Geissert read the resolution aloud and presented it 
to Ms. Simpelaar along with a plaque in appreciation of her many 
contributions to the City. At the Mayor's invitation, 
Ms. Simpelaar ' s husband, Harry Van Belehem (formerly the City's 
Parks and Recreation Director ), joined his wife at the podium. 
The Mayor extended best wishes to this couple on behalf of the 
entire City Council. 

10. TRANSPORTATION/PUBLIC WORKS MATTERS: 

10a. AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR STREET IMPROVEMENTS - GREV!LLEA 
AVENUE FROM 182ND STREET TO 186TH STREET (B89-35): 

City Clerk Bramhall read number and title to: · 

RESOLUTION NO. 89-117 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, TO AWARD A CONTRACT TO 
EXCEL PAVING COMPANY FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF 
STREET IMPROVEMENTS ON GREVILLEA AVENUE BETWEEN 
182ND AND 186TH STREETS (B89-35), AND AUTHORIZING 

ITS EXECUTION. 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 89-117. Councilman Walker seconded the motion and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

10b. PUBLIC WORKS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM -
AN ACTION PLAN FOR 1989-1992: 

Recommendation: 

The City Engineer recommends the City Council accept 
the 1989-92 Public Works Capital Improvement Program 
and authorize the City Engineer to Proceed with 
projects identified for fiscal year 1989-90. 

City Engineer Burtt provided the staff report on this 
agenda item. 

Each of the Councilmembers in turn commended staff on the 
Action Plan. 
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During a question and answer period that followed, Council­
woman Hardison expressed her concern that there be a procedure by 
which projects that impact citizens would be considered at the 
Commission level to allow for input. 

Assurance was provided by City Manager Jackson that each of 
the items in the Action Plan would be returned, both through 
appropriate commissions and before the City Council for action. 

Councilman Wirth stressed the importance of a traffic sig­
nal modification to add left-turn movements at Prairie and 182nd 
Street. Mr. Wirth also suggested the extension of Lomita 
Boulevard from Palos Verdes Boulevard to Anza Avenue be deferred 
indefinitely in keeping with the position of residents in that 
area. 

City Manager Jackson identified the Lomita Boulevard exten­
sion as an uncompleted link in the highway system which compounds 
traffic on other streets both north and south ·of that location. 
He clarified the need to make a decision in this regard at some 
future date. That this link of Lomita Boulevard would be in­
cluded in the circulation study and also in the Circulation Ele­
ment of the General Plan was elucidated by City Engineer Burtt. 

Noting the controversy surrounding the extension of the 
median on Calle Mayor from Riviera Way to Newton Street, Council­
man Wirth suggested the City might save time by scheduling this 
project before the Traffic Commission for earlier consideration. 

It was Councilman Applegate's request that, if possible, 
there be a study of the increase in traffic, local versus pass­
through, that would result from the extension of Lomita 
Boulevard. From a personal perspective, Mr. Applegate said he 
viewed this project as another way for people to ingress and 
egress the Palos Verdes Peninsula. He felt the results of such a 
study would have a bearing on the decision in this matter. 

Expressing serious concerns about the installation of im­
provements as a first step to private development, Mayor Geissert 
felt it was premature to include in the Action Plan the Plaza del 
Amo dump site preliminary design (curbs, gutter, sidewalk, sewer 
and drainage). 

At the Mayor's request, the City Manager and the Parks and 
Recreation Director reviewed the timing on Madrona Marsh 
perimeter improvements. 

Members of the audience were invited to speak. 
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Ms. Sandi Monda, 21506 Talisman, asked about signal 
synchronization between Hawthorne Boulevard and Anza Avenue on 
Torrance Boulevard. It was determined that this was not included 
in the Action Plan and City Manager Jackson offered to inves­
tigate the matter and return with information. 

An information paper on the interconnection of signals on 
the entire length of Torrance Boulevard from Western Avenue to 
Prospect was requested by Mayor Geissert. 

MOTION: Councilman Wirth moved to concur with the staff 
recommendation on Agenda Item 10b. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Mock. Roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

10c. SUMMARY VACATION OF DRAINAGE EASEMENT LOCATED SOUTH 
OF 169TH STREET. EAST OF KORNBLUM AVENUE: 

RESOLUTION NO. · 89-118 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE ORDERING THE SUMMARY 
VACATION OF A FIVE-FOOT WIDE DRAINAGE 
EASEMENT LOCATED SOUTH OF 169TH STREET, 

EAST OF KORNBLUM AVENUE 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 89-118. Seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, the motion 
carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

15. HEARINGS: 

15a. ADOPTION OF CITY MANAGER'S PROPOSED BUDGET FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 1989-90: 

Recommendation: 

• Adoption of the annual budget for 1989-90. 

• Establishment of increased fees for refuse collection. 

• Establishment of increase in transient occupancy tax. 

• Establishment of increased utility users tax for 
long distance carriers. 

• Establishment of increased sewer discharge fee. 
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The affidavit of publication for this hearing was provided 
by City Clerk Bramhall. 

MOTION: Commissioner Applegate, seconded by Commissioner 
Hardison, moved to receive and file the affidavit of publication 
for this item. Commissioner Nakano abstained, and ' the motion 
carried by majority roll call vote. 

Members of the audience were invited to speak. 

Mr. Joe Arciuch, 23521 Kathryn Avenue, requested and 
received clarification from staff regarding proposals to increase 
fees and taxes. 

Addressing the Torrance Airport budget, Mr. Arciuch ex­
pressed his ongoing opposition to subsidizing aeronautical opera­
tions. Mr. Arciuch reviewed documentation (of record) to sub­
stantiate his understanding that the City would be in a position 
to amend the section of the City Charter related to the Airport 
Fund at the time of the next City election, March 6, 1990. 
Mr. Arciuch asked about the last date for placing this matter on 
the March 6 ballot. 

Pursuant to an earlier request by the City Council, City 
Manager Jackson reported that staff was in the process of inves­
tigating the financial and legal implications of such action and 
would return with a report within a time frame to allow an item 
to be included with the March election if the Council so desires. 

Various members of staff explained the wording and the 
intent of the proposal to increase the Utility Users' Tax for the 
benefit of Ms. Sandi Monda, 21506 Talisman. 

Mr. Dan McClain, representing Torrance Area Chamber of 
Commerce, 3400 Torrance Boulevard, requested and received 
clarification regarding the availability of additional funding 
for the Visitors' Bureau. 

MOTION: Commissioner Applegate moved that the public hear­
ing be closed. Commissioner Walker seconded the motion and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

It was Councilwoman Hardison's request that the feasibility 
of posting Conditional Use Permit conditions be investigated and 
brought forward in conjunction with data being gathered on op­
tions for a citation program. Building and Safety Director 
Grippo indicated he would follow through on that request. 
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At the Mayor's direction, City Clerk Bramhall read number 
and title to a series of resolutions and ordinances. 

RESOLUTION NO. 89-119 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY ·coUNCIL ,OF "THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA ADOPTING 
THE ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE 1989-90 FISCAL 
YEAR AND ESTABLISHING THE GENERAL 

OPERATING BUDGET BALANCES 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 89-119. Councilwoman Hardison seconded the motion, which 
carried by majority roll call vote with Councilman Nakano 
abstaining. 

RESOLUTION NO. 89-120 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE REPEALING RESOLUTION NO. 88-162 
IN ITS ENTIRETY ESTABLISHING THE RATES FOR 
REFUSE COLLECTION AND SUBSTITUTING THIS NEW 
RESOLUTION · THEREFOR WHICH ESTABLISHES NEW 

RATES FOR REFUSE COLLECTION 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 89-120. The motion was seconded by Councilman Walker and 
carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

ORDINANCE NO. 3274 

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AMENDING SECTION 225.1.3 OF 
THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO 
THE IMPOSITION OF UTILITY USERS' TAX ON 
INTERSTATE, INTRASTATE AND INTERNATIONAL 
TELEPHONE CALLS OR TELETYPEWRITER SERVICES 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to approve Ordinance 
No. 3274 at its first reading. Councilman Walker seconded the 
motion and roll call vote indicated majority approval with Coun­
cilman Applegate voting "no." 

Recalling that he has made repeated attempts over the years 
to reduce certain aspects of the utility users tax because in his 
opinion this assessment has been explosive in the way it has 
increased, Councilman Applegate said he opposed any further 
expansion, as presented by this ordinance, and voted against it 
accordingly. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 89-121 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE REPEALING RESOLUTION NO. 88-163 
IN ITS ENTIRETY SETTING THE FEE FOR DISCHARGING 
SEWAGE INTO THE TORRANCE SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM 
AND SUBSTITUTING THIS NEW RESOLUTION THEREFOR 
WHICH ESTABLISHES A NEW FEE FOR DISCHARGING 
SEWAGE INTO THE TORRANCE SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM 

MOTION: Council Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 89-121. The motion was seconded by Councilman Walker. 
Roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

ORDINANCE NO. 3275 

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 22 OF DIVISION 2 
OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO 

THE UNIFORM OCCUPANCY TAX 

MOTION: Councilman Walker, seconded by Councilwoman 
Hardison, moved to approve Ordinance No. 3275 at its first read­
ing. The motion carried by majority vote with Councilman Nakano 
abstaining. 

City Manager Jackson commended the department heads, the 
Budget Review Team, and Kathy Keane of his staff, for their 
efforts in connection with the budget, which he noted was 
developed four weeks earlier than in previous years. It was the 
Mayor's request that this commendation be related to appropriate 
parties. 

15b. EA 89-1 {CUP 89-9): THOMAS K. FITZPATRICK 

Mayor Geissert announced that this was the time and the 
place for a public hearing on City Council consideration of an 
appeal of a determination of the Environmental Review Board (ERB) 
that a Negative Declaration be issued for an Environmental 
Assessment regarding a proposed 33,000 square foot, two-story 
retail building at the southeast corner of Los Condona Avenue and 
238th Street, EA 89-1, (CUP 89-9): THOMAS K. FITZPATRICK 

Proof of publication, as provided by the City Clerk, was 
received and filed without objection. 
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There was a brief presentation (information of record) by 
Principal Planner Bluman, who related Planning staff's concur­
rence with the Environmental Review Board's recommendation for a 
Negative Declaration. Ms. Bluman then responded to Council 
inquires. 

Having received clarification from staff regarding the 
traffic issue, Councilwoman Hardison said she would want some up­
dated traffic information, including cumulative impact, to travel 
with this case to the Planning Commission if this project were to 
go forward. 

Information regarding access to the project, the height of 
the structure, and tree removal was provided by Principal Planner 
Bluman at the Mayor's request. 

Members of the audience were invited to speak. 

Ms. Gail Bedinger, 4011 232nd Street, maintained that the 
extra vehicle trips per day represented by this project would 
exacerbate existing traffic problems on Ocean Avenue and 238th 
Street, especially on weekends when neighborhood activity and 
business at the sports facility would peak. 

Expressing her extreme concern regarding the traffic 
situation, Ms. Bedinger expressed her desire to have traffic 
barriers installed in the Southwood Riviera area and asked that 
any updated traffic study include the Meadow Park Development. 

Police Chief Nash provided clarification regarding traffic 
enforcement on Ocean Avenue for the benefit of Councilman Mock. 

Observing that no reasons were given by the Department of 
Transportation for their determination that this project would 
not negatively impact traffic (response to questions 3 and 4 of 
the Environmental Assessment [Initial Study], of record), 
Mr. Brian Hannon, 3910 W. 234th Street, challenged this finding. 

Mr. Hannon said he agreed with Councilwoman Hardison that 
there should be an updated traffic survey sent to the Planning 
Commission, which would include the cumulative impact from this 
project, the Meadow Park development, the former Panache site, 
and the new project on Madison (just outside the subject area). 
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It was suggested by Councilwoman Hardison that the updated 
traffic study also include alternatives to existing traffic flow 
and mitigation measures using the proposed project as a worse­
case scenario. She further suggested the updated study be sent 
to the Traffic Commission for review, providing there would be 
sufficient time for adequate review of planning issues. 

Back at the podium a second time, Ms. Gail Bedinger, 
4011 232nd Street, asked that the updated traffic study include 
the possibility of vacating 238th Street and returning the 
property to Mr. Fitzpatrick. 

Lending credibility to the possibility of returning the 
dedicated land to Mr. Fitzpatrick, Councilman Applegate observed 
that traffic conditions are such that both right and left turns 
at the subject location are dangerous and that a signal on Haw­
thorne Boulevard may not be well received by Caltrans and may not 
be prudent from the standpoint of traffic flow. 

·If the Council were to decide upon a traffic study, Mr. Ap­
plegate said he wanted the feasibility of street closure to be 
one of the options. 

MOTION: Councilman Walker, seconded by Councilman Mock, 
moved the public hearing be closed. Roll call vote proved unani­
mously favorable. 

MOTION: Councilman Wirth moved to concur with the decision 
of the Environmental Review Board,adding an additional instruc­
tion to staff for the production of a traffic study as outlined 
by Council during the hearing to be first sent to the Traffic 
Commission. The motion was seconded by Councilman Walker and ul­
timately carried by unanimous roll call vote (see below). 

Asked by the Mayor, Mr. Fitzpatrick agreed to pay for an 
updated traffic study that would be prepared by a consultant 
selected by the City. 

Unless deemed necessary as an integral part of the study by 
the Department of Transportation, Councilman Walker said he would 
not necessarily want the updated traffic study to include 
projects that would be miles away. Mr. Walker reminded those 
present that this property had been looked at in detail over a 
long period of time, at great cost to the developer. If the 
vacation of a segment of 238th Street had not been a considera­
tion, Mr. Walker said he would not have agreed to send the matter 
to the Traffic Commission. 
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Mayor Geissert expressed her concerns relative to the 
impact of the height of the structure (three stories from the 
lowest grade) to residential property to the immediate west of 
the project on Los Condona. It was her feeling there would be 
less impact if the structure were placed closer to Hawthorne 
Boulevard with parking in the rear to act as a buffer. 

At the Mayor's request, Transportation Director Horkay 
stated his understanding that the updated report would be a 
neighborhood study covering the area from Hawthorne Boulevard to 
Anza Avenue and from Pacific Coast Highway to Lomita Boulevard 
and perhaps farther; that it would include the cumulative effects 
of nearby projects that might increase traffic in that neigh­
borhood, short-cutting traffic, alternatives, mitigation 
measures, and the possible closure of 238th Street. 

Roll call vote on the motion on the floor was unanimously 
favorable. 

* * * 
Mayor Geissert called a brief recess at 7:43 p.m. 

At 7:59 p.m., the Council reconvened·and proceeded with the meet­
ing in regular agenda order. 

* * * 

17. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

17a. SB 1127 (GREEN), COMPULSORY AND BINDING ARBITRATION: 

Recommendation: 
The City Manager recommends Your Honorable Body 
oppose SB 1127 (Green), Compulsory and Binding 
Arbitration, and authorize the appropriate 
correspondence under the Mayor's signature to 
be sent to the State Legislature and local 
officials. 

MOTION: Councilman Mock moved to support the staff recom­
mendation on Item 17a with the request that staff move quickly on 
this matter, noting that the bill is on its third reading on the 
Senate floor. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Hardison 
and carried by majority roll call vote with an abstention by 
Councilman Wirth. 
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Councilman Wirth said it was his feeling that there are 
pros and cons on this issue and he abstained because he had mixed 
feelings. 

17b. EXTENSION OF MOBIL OIL PIPELINE FRANCHISE NO.' 1435: 

The City Clerk read number and title to: 

ORDINANCE NO . . 3276 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE EXTENDING FOR SIX 
MONTHS THE TERM OF A PIPELINE FRANCHISE 
ORIGINALLY GRANTED BY ORDINANCE NO. 1435 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to approve Ordinance No. 
3276 at its first reading. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Walker and carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

17c. ASSIGNMENT OF THE KFOX LEASE: 

Recommendation: 

It is the recommendation of the City Manager and the 
Land Management Team to approve the assignment of 
lease from KFOX Radio, Inc., a California corporation, 
to Torrance Media Partners, a general partnership. 

At the Mayor's request, City Manager Jackson offered as­
surance that there have been no complaints about the broadcasting 
antenna on the leased property. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with the 
recommendation by the City Manager. His motion, seconded by 
Councilman Walker, was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

17d. INCREASE IN CONTRACT AND PURCHASING APPROVAL AUTHORIZATION 
OF CITY MANAGER FROM $4,999 TO $24,999: 

Recommendation: 

It is the Finance Director's recommendation that the 
contract and purchasing approval limit of the City 
Manager be increased from $4,999 to $24,999 for all 
purchases which have been authorized in advance by 
the Council by budget approval. 
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MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with the 
Finance Director's recommendation on Agenda Item 17d. 
Councilwoman Hardison seconded his motion. (This motion 
subsequently carried by majority vote with dissenting votes by 
Councilman Wirth and Mayor Geissert; see below). 

Explaining why he would vote against this motion, Council­
man Wirth said he favored having the Council review the spending 
on bid items and felt that it helped the public to know how money 
is being spent. · 

Observing that Torrance is not out of line with other 
Cities, and favoring an open process, Mayor Geissert said she was 
not in support of the motion, preferring, instead, that the cur­
rent limit of $5,000 be doubled as a reasonable plateau. 

Staff confirmed Councilman Applegate's recollection that 
more than 20 years had passed since the current limit was put 
into place. Mr. Applegate observed that prices have increased 
tremendously in that amount of time. Additionally, he pointed 
out that these would be items previously authorized by the City 
Councii through the budget process. Mr. Applegate noted that as 
much as three weeks' time may pass between when bids are received 
and contracts let. It was his opinion that it would be a very 
responsive and responsible thing to increase the amount. 

In response to Councilman Wirth's inquiry, the City Manager 
said he could provide a report of expenditures at the Council's 
discretion. 

Councilman Mock supported the motion but requested that an 
informational packet be provided, possibly when the Finance and 
Governmental Operations Committee meets or on a quarterly basis. 

Roll call vote reflected majority approval as follows: 

AYES: Councilmembers Applegate, Hardison, Mock, 
Nakano and Walker. 

NOES: Councilman Wirth and Mayor Geissert. 
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17e. SITE SURVEY FOR TORRANCE CULTURAL ARTS CENTER: 

Recommendation: 

It is the recommendation of the City Manager that 
the City Council authorize additional services to 
South Bay Engineering for preparation of a site 
survey for the Torrance Cultural Arts Center. 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to concur with the staff 
recommendation on Item 17e. Councilwoman Hardison seconded the 
motion and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

17f. OPPOSITION TO AB 2060 (COSTA), MODIFICATION OF 
DEVELOPMENT FEES: 

Recommendation: 

It is the recommendation of the City Manager that the 
City Council adopt a position of opposition to AB 2060 
and draft letters under ~he Mayor's signature to be 
sent to the appropriate legislators indicating the City's 
position. 

MOTION: Councilwoman Hardison moved to concur with the 
recommendation of the City Manager on Item 17f. Councilman Mock 
seconded her motion and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

17g. CURFEW EXEMPTION FEES, FUEL FLOWAGE FEE, AND LIBRARY 
ROOM RENTAL: 

Mayor Geissert advised those present that this item encom­
passes the two Airport fees that the Council had referred back to 
the Airport Commission (see Page 2) as well as the revised rental 
rate for the Library meeting room. 

At the Mayor's request, City Clerk Bramhall read number and 
title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 89-122 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE REPEALING RESOLUTION NO. 87-147 IN ITS 
ENTIRETY, ESTABLISHING THE FEES FOR THE LIBRARY 
SYSTEM AND SUBSTITUTING THIS NEW RESOLUTION 
THEREFOR WHICH ESTABLISHES A NEW RATE FOR 
MEETING ROOM RENT FOR COMMERCIAL ORGANIZATIONS 
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MOTION: 
No. 89-122. 

Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Walker. 

Prior to roll call vote, a member of the Southwood Riviera 
Homeowners Association, Mr. Paul Jacobsen, 22937 Audrey Avenue, 
referred to the Airport fee items and deemed this a piecemeal ap­
proach to the rendering of fees and the offsetting of losses. He 
suggested a survey be conducted of all Airport fee items. 

~ity Manager Jackson explained that there are difficulties 
involved in doing cross comparisons of airport fees because of 
differing policies, procedures and functions at various airport 
facilities. Torrance is a unique general aviation airport, he 
said, in that the City must essentially develop its own concept 
and direction regarding fees pursuant to established guidelines 
and restrictions. 

It was further explained by Revenue Administrator Murdoch 
that most of the Airport "fees" are actually rental rates, which 
makes a fee study difficult. 

Roll call vote ·on the motion to adopt the resolution revis­
ing the Library meeting room rate for commercial organizations 
was unanimously favorable. 

17h. ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES FOR THE CITY HALL EAST ANNEX 
ELEVATOR AND CAUSEWAY: 

Recommendation: 

It is the recommendation of the City Manager that a 
contract be negotiated with the firm of Daniel C. 
Lawrence, Architect, for a lump-sum fee of $20,000 
for the preparation of architectural drawings for the 
City Hall East Annex proposed elevator and causeway 
structure. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with the 
staff recommendation on Agenda Item 17h. His motion, seconded by 
Councilman Mock, carried by unanimously favorable roll call vote. 
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17i. OPPOSITION TO AB 2460 (HANNIGAN): DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS: 
FINANCING INFRASTRUCTURE: 

Recommendation: 

It is the recommendation of the City Manager 'that the 
City Council adopt a position of opposition to AB 2460 
and draft letters under the Mayor's signature to be sent 
to the appropriate legislators indicating the City's 
position. 

MOTION: Councilwoman Hardison moved to concur with the 
City Manager's recommendation on Item 17i. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Mock and roll call vote proved unanimously 
favorable. 

17j. (Formerly 20a) COUNCIL APPROVAL OF REQUEST FOR RATE 
INCREASE FOR CITY TOW SERVICE: 

RESOLUTION NO. 89-123 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE FIXING CERTAIN OF THE CHARGES FOR 
11 CITY INITIATED II TOWING AND VEHICLE STORAGE 
SERVICES PURSUANT TO THE CONTRACT BETWEEN THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AND VAN · LINGEN TOWING & RECOVERY 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 89-123. His motion, seconded by Councilman Walker, was ap­
proved by unanimous roll call vote. 

18. SECOND READING ORDINANCES: 

18a. ORDINANCE NO. 3273: 

ORDINANCE NO. 3273 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 
CALIFORNIA, AMENDING DIVISION 9 OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL 
CODE TO RECLASSIFY CERTAIN PROPERTIES ON EITHER SIDE OF 
SAN ARDO STREET AND ON THE EAST SIDE OF BORDER AVENUE FOR 
APPROXIMATELY 150 FEET NORTH OF SAN ARDO STREET FROM R-3 
(LIMITED MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT) TO R-1 (SINGLE­

FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT) ZC 88-7: CITY OF TORRANCE 
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MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Ordinance No. 
3273 at its second and final reading. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Walker and carried by majority roll call vote with 
Councilman Applegate abstaining (Mr. Applegate having been absent 
at the time of the first reading). 

20. CONSENT CALENDAR: 

20a. COUNCIL APPROVAL OF REQUEST FOR RATE INCREASE FOR CITY 
TOW SERVICE: 

Considered earlier as Item 17j; see Pages 2 and 17. 

20b. AWARD OF CONTRACT - HARDWARE MAINTENANCE SERVICE 
FOR THE VAX 8530 AND V/l:X. 780 COMPUTER SYSTEMS 

Anticipated Expenditure: $105,594.96. 

Recommendation: 

The Information Systems Department and the Purchasing 
Division recommend that Your Honorable Body authorize the 
renewal of a maintenance service contract with Digital 
Equipment Corporation of Culver City, California, to 
provide required maintenance service for the City's 
computers in the total amount of $105,594,96 or 
$8,799.58 monthly. 

20c. AWARD OF CONTRACT - TWO PORTABLE HEAVY-DUTY HAZARDOUS 
WASTE VACUUM SYSTEMS: 

Expenditure: $10,705.29 

Recommendation: 

The Purchasing Division, Fleet Services and Transportation 
departments recommend that Your Honorable Body authorize 
the award of a contract to purchase two (2) portable, 
heavy-duty hazardous waste vacuum systems from the lowest 
responsible bidder, Nilfisk of America of Costa Mesa, 
California, in the total amount of $10,705.29. 
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20d. AWARD OF CONTRACT TO FURNISH AND INSTALL EXHAUST SYSTEM 
IN TRUCK BAY AT FIRE STATION NO. 2: 

Reference Bid No. B89-38. 

Expenditure: $6,375.00 

Recommendation: 

The Purchasing Division and the Fire Department recommend 
that Your Honorable Body approve the contract to furnish 
and install exhaust system in truck bay at Fire Station 
No. 2 from the lowest responsible bidder S. E. Clemons, 
Inc. of Montclair. Total expenditure is $6,375.00 

20e. AWARD OF CONTRACT - MAINTENANCE SERVICE FOR THREE 
9751 DISK DRIVES: 

Anticipated Expenditure: $5,765.76. 

Recommendation: 

The Purchasing Division and Information Systems Department 
recommend that your Honorable Body authorize the award 
of contract to renew the maintenance agreement with Systems 
Industries, Inc. of Milpitas, California to service the 
aforementioned equipment located in the City Hall central 
computer facility at a total cost of $5,765.76. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to approve Consent 
Calendar item Nos. 20b through 20e. Councilwoman seconded the 
motion and roll call vote proved unanimously favorable. 

* * * 

At 8:17 p.m., the City Council met in joint session with 
the Redevelopment Agency of the City of Torrance. Upon the 
completion of regular Agency business at 8:19 p.m., the City 
Council returned to regular Council agenda order, remaining in 
joint session for a joint executive session to be held later in 
the evening. 

* * * 
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22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

22a. Responding to a question by the Mayor, Fire Chief Adams 
identified the new Hazardous Material Analyst, Dr. John Kulluk, 
explaining that Dr. Kulluk has been with the City two and one­
half months and has been doing a good job organizing the program 
for hazardous materials disclosure. 

22b. Having just returned from Alaska, Councilman Applegate com­
mented on the destruction caused by the recent oil spill and the 
impact on the Alaskan people and their economy. 

22c. Councilwoman Hardison was apprised by Street Maintenance 
Superintendent Richard Garcia that rate increase notices would be 
included in the refuse collection bills. 

22d. Councilwoman Hardison commented on new Cable access camera 
operators, expressing appreciation for the work they do, and 
urged everyone to turn on some of the City's cable channels, in­
cluding Channel 57 and Channel 59. 

22e. Renewing an earlier request made to the City Clerk that the 
public be kept informed of community events to avoid conflicts, 
Councilman Nakano suggested the City communicate with various or­
ganizations relative to the procedure to be followed in tracking 
events. It was Mayor Geissert's recollection that a community 
calendar clearing house was to have been tied in with the 
automated circulation system at the Library. City Manager Jackson 
and City Librarian Buckley agreed to explore the matter. 

22f. Councilman Nakano requested an evaluation of the costs 
during the next two to three months of the graffiti program to 
determine if it would be more cost effective for the City to have 
its own equipment and personnel as opposed to having an outside 
contract. It was the City Manager's understanding that the 
General Services Director was doing a cross comparison, and that 
feedback could be provided along with reports on this program. 

22g. It was Councilman Nakano's request that appropriate recog­
nition be given the retired police officer and Torrance resident 
who gave up his life in connection with a recent incident in 
Korea Town. The City Manager will pursue this matter. 
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22h. As the chief elected officer of the City, Mayor Geissert 
announced that within the next couple of weeks she would be ap­
pointing a total count committee consisting of 10 to 15 citizens 
in conjunction with the 1990 census. The Mayor explained that 
the purpose of this committee would be to assure there is a 
cross-section of representation and mechanisms to reach those 
people who typically do not respond to inquiries. She invited 
her fellow Councilmembers to suggest likely candidates. 

221. Mayor Geissert said she received a letter and a phone call 
from -people with businesses located on the southeast corner of 
Sepulveda and Hawthorne Boulevards stating that the street 
restriping in that area has eliminated access to westbound traf­
fic, causing a hardship. Copies of this correspondence would be 
circulated, per the Mayor. 

22j. In conjunction with the above, Councilman Applegate. stated 
his opinion the current situation encourages people to go through 
residential neighborhoods in order to get back into the subject 
shopping area, whereas prior to this there was a break in the 
left-hand turn pocket where people could make a safe left-hand 
turn into the center. Mr. Applegate felt the situation should be 
investigated. 

22k. Also referring to the situation described by the Mayor, 
above, Councilman Wirth shared his observation that the change in 
the roadway pattern has caused some motorists to become confused, 
while others are making illegal turns into the subject center. 
He agreed the matter should be reviewed. 

23. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

23a . EXECUTIVE SESSION MATTERS: 

The City Council having remained in joint session with the 
Redevelopment Agency (see Page 19), Mayor Geissert read the fol­
lowing statement into the record at this time: 

The City Council will now recess to closed session 
to confer with the City Manager and/or the City 
Attorney on the following subjects: 

Pending litigation entitled People of 
the State of California, ex rel. vs . 
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Mobil Oil Corporation, et al., Los 
Angeles Superior Court Case No. C 719953; 

Pending litigation entitled City of Torrance 
vs. Walter J. Eagan, Los Angeles Superio_r 
Court Case No. C 694935; 

Pending litigation entitled John Rastello, et al .• 
vs. Rollo Green. et al., Los Angeles Superior Court 
Case No. SWC 74882; and 

The City Council, acting as the Redevelopment Agency Board, 
will confer with the Executive Director and Agency Counsel 
regarding negotiations relating to the Owner Participation 
Agreement with Gascon-Mar, Ltd. 

(Authority for conducting a closed session for the above 
noted reasons is contained in Government Code Sections 
54957.6(a) and 54957, 54956.9 (a), and 54956.8.) 

Upon the advice of the City Attorney, Councilman Nakano 
stated for the record that he would abstain from considera­
tion of the two Redevelopment Agency matters due to a 
possible future conflict. 

At 8:34 p.m. the Council/Agency recessed and went im­
mediately into a joint executive session for the purposes out­
lined. Councilman Nakano absented himself from the room during 
discussion of the two Redevelopment Agency items. 

Both bodies returned to the Council Chambers at 9:00 p.m. 
for formal adjournment. 

24. ADJOURNMENT: 

The City City Council meeting was duly adjourned at 
9:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., June 13, 1989, for purposes of a workshop 
to review the revised schematic drawings of the Airport's General 
Aviation Center. 

of Torrance 
J 

Minute Sec~etary 
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