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Torrance City Council - July 7, 1987 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 
Call to Order 
Roll Call 
Flag Salute/Invocation 
Approval of Minutes/Motion re Further Reading 
Motion re Posting of Agenda 
Withdrawn or Deferred Items 
Council Committee Meetings 

8. COMMUNITY MATTERS: 
Resolutions honoring Francis P. Torino 
Resolution honoring James R. Armstrong 
Presentation to Jack D. Fry 
Ten-Year Service Awards 
Pioneer Theatre's Scholarship Awards 
Commission Appointments 

15. HEARINGS: 
PP 87-3, Tanglewood Builders, Inc. 

17. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 
Extension of Certain MOU's 
Extension of Various MOU's until July 31, 1987 
Resolution re Externally Funded and Limited 

Tenure Employees 
Executive Session 

22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

1 
1 
1 

1,2 
2 
2 
2 

3,4 
4 

4,7 
5 

2,3 
7,8 

5-7 

11,12 
12,13 

13 

8,9;11 

City Manager Jackson re Fourth of July Celebration 
Councilman Applegate re trip to east coast 
Councilwoman Hardison re parking study 

9 
9 

10 
10 
10 
10 
10 

Councilman Walker re tribute to Frank Torino 
Councilman Wirth re commending Fire Department 
Ms. Audrey Muensterman re building concerns 
Mr. Richard Bergan re building concerns 
Mr. Clint Eull re building concerns 
Mr. Jim Weaver re building concerns 

Adjournment at 10:07 p.m. to Tuesday, 
July 14, 1987, 7:00 p.m. 

# # # # # 
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Peggy Laverty 
Minute Secretary 
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July 7, 1987 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

The Torrance City Council convened in a regular meeting 
on Tuesday, July 7, 1987, at 5:36 p.m., in the Council Chambers 
at Torrance City Hall. 

2. 

3. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: 

Absent: 

Councilmembers Applegate, Hardison, 
Nakano, Walker, Wirth and Mayor 
Geissert. Councilman Mock arrived at 
5:50 p.m. 

None. 

Also present: City Manager Jackson, 
City Attorney Remelmeyer, and 
Staff representatives. 

FLAG SALUTE AND INVOCATION: 

Mr. Karl Jackson, President of the Torrance Area Cham
ber of Commerce, led in the salute to the flag. 

The invocation for the meeting was provided by Pastor 
Daniel B. Weaver, Del Amo Baptist Church. 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES/MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to approve the City 
Council minutes of June 9, 1987, as recorded. His motion was 
seconded by Councilwoman Hardison and roll call vote was unanim
ously favorable (Councilman Mock not as yet arrived). 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved that after the City 
Clerk has assigned a number and read title to any resolution or 
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ordinance on tonight's agenda, the further reading thereof be 
waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember the 
right to demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance 
in regular order. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Har
dison, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman 
Mock not as yet arrived). 

5. MOTION RE POSTING OF AGENDA: 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to accept and file 
the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for 
this meeting. His motion, seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote (Councilman Mock not as yet 
arrived) . 

6. 

7. 

8. 

WITHDRAWN OR DEFERRED ITEMS: 

None. 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

Citizen Development and Enrichment Committee 
Wednesday, July 15, 4:00 p.m. 
Torrance Unified School District 
Subject: Vine Avenue Street Closure. 

COMMUNITY MATTERS: 

Considered next out of order 

8e. PIONEER THEATRE'S SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS: 

Councilman Walker, assisted by Mr. Doug Hrdlicka, 
President of Pioneer Theatres, presented 1987 scholarship awards 
to the following recipients from local high schools. 

North High School: 

:• . 

. · .. ·,. 

. · .... 

MyDung Nguyer 
Bora Kim 
Christina Okawa 

2 

· .. 

City Council 
July 7, 1987 

.• ,. 

. ~ .. . 
. . . 

. ". : . 
... : • • ; !:, 

. ... 



------------------------:--------,,-----.----,--------; :-_---;-;-~--

~. . ; .. ' ·. 

South High School: 

Genger Bailey 

Torrance High School: 

Diane Pennington 

West High School: 

Harry Varav 

Bishop Montgomery High School: 

Geredith Villaver. 

* * * 

At the invitation of Mayor Geissert, Recreation Super
visor D'Alesio introduced members of the Torrance Chorale, who 
will soon depart for a tour of Japan and the Orient. This group, 
led by Ms. Karen Hoopes, then entertained all present with a vo
cal rendition of "This is My Country". 

* * * 

NOTE: Councilman Mock arrived during the above perfor
mance (5:50 p.m.). 

* * * 

The Council now returned to its regular agenda order . 

8a. RESOLUTIONS HONORING FRANCIS P. TORINO: 

... 

.. ·. . . . , .. -~ 
,· .. 

RESOLUTION NO. 87-154 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE HONORING FRANCIS P. 
TORINO FOR HIS MANY OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS 

TO THE TORRANCE COMMUNITY 

3 
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MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 87-154. His motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

RESOLUTION NO. 87-156 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE NAMING THE CITY'S 
OUTDOOR ENTERTAINMENT AREA IN HONOR OF 

FRANCIS P. TORINO 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 87-156. This motion, seconded by Councilman Walker, was un
animously approved by roll call vote. 

Mayor Geissert, on behalf of her colleagues on the 
Council and the entire City of Torrance, presented the above 
resolutions to Mr. Frank Torino who, accompanied by his daughter 
and granddaughters, accepted with sincere appreciation. 

8b. RESOLUTION HONORING JAMES R. ARMSTRONG: 

RESOLUTION NO. 87-155 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE NAMING THE CITY'S 500 

SEAT THEATER IN HONOR OF 
JAMES R. ARMSTRONG 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 87-155. This motion, seconded by Councilman Walker, was un
animously approved by roll call vote. 

8c. PRESENTATION TO JACK D. FRY: 

Mayor Geissert read aloud a Certificate of Appreciation 
recognizing Mr. Jack Fry's service on the Torrance Disaster Coun
cil. 

Mr. Fry arrived later in the meeting to receive this 
token of appreciation from the City of Torrance (see Page 7). 

. ·- . : - .__ 
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8d. TEN-YEAR SERVICE AWARDS: 

Awards in recognition of ten years of service to the 
City were presented by Mayor Geissert to 

8e. 

8f. 

15. 

Police Officer Emile Rivera 
Senior Typist Clerk Janet Murray. 

PIONEER THEATRE SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS: 

See Pages 2 and 3. 

COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS: 

See Page 7. 

HEARINGS: 

15a. PP 87-3, TANGLEWOOD BUILDERS. INC. (LEE WEBER): 

Mayor Geissert announced that this was the time and 
place for City Council consideration of an appeal of a Planning 
Commission approval of a Precise Plan of Development to allow the 
construction of a second-story addition to an existing one-story 
single-family residence in the Hillside Overlay District in the 
R-1 Zone at 5205 Vanderhill Road. PP 87-3, TANGLEWOOD BUILDERS, 
INC. (LEE WEBER). 

Proof of publication was provided by the City Clerk and 
it was filed without objection. 

Planning Associate Gibson furnished the staff presenta
tion on this agenda item, noting that both the Planning Commis
sion and the Planning Department recommend denial of the appeal 
and approval of the project . 

Additional clarification as desired by the Council was 
provided by staff, following which Mayor Geissert invited the 
proponent to address the Council. 

Mr. Lee Weber, 2101 East 21st Street, Signal Hill, the 
applicant's representative, was pr~sent and voiced his opinion 
that the addition, as designed, will impinge on no one's view. 
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The proponent, Mr. Rolfe 
Road, described the proposed addition 
consideration by the Council. 

Tandberg, 5205 Vanderhill 
and requested favorable 

Appellants in this case, Mr. Mitch Simon and Ms. Joanne 
Reyes, 5234 Bindewald Road, were present to express their con
cerns which centered around view blockage caused by existing ma
ture trees; possible future deterioration of the proposed rock 
roof on the Tandberg addition; and the possible future addition 
of a rooftop antenna, utility wires, or a fireplace chimney 
within their view line. 

City regulations associated with fireplace construction 
were reviewed by Planning Associate Gibson, per Mayor Geissert's 
request. Mr. Gibson advised that a special condition of approval 
might be added in this case to require Planning Department review 
for any future addition of a fireplace. 

The issues of utility wires and antennas, Mr. Gibson 
advised, are not currently covered by the Hillside Ordinance. 
City Attorney Remelmeyer indicated that a pending study regarding 
antenna controls will be brought forward to the Council in the 
near future. 

Code requirements governing the requirement of a two
car garage were then reviewed by Planning Associate Gibson in 
response to a specific inquiry by Councilwoman Hardison. 

There being no one else in the audience who wished to 
speak on this issue, Councilman Walker moved to close the hear
ing. His motion, seconded by Councilman Wirth, carried unanim
ously by roll call vote. 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to concur with the 
recommendation of the Planning Department and Planning Commission 
for denial of the appeal and approval of PP 87-3. His motion was 
seconded by Councilman Wirth. 

At the time of his second to the motion, Councilman 
Wirth noted that he had not observed a potential view impact in 
this case and, in his opinion, the other concerns voiced can be 
worked out. 

Discussion returned briefly to concerns which had been 
voiced by the appellants, and it was generally conceded by the 
Council that the view impact in this case would be minimal. 

Roll call 
favorable. 

• .. ... . . . .. 
, • • t I ... '... . .. : 

' ... . ' . ~· ... · 
' : 

~ ' - . . .. . ; 

.... 

on the above motion was unanimously 
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RESOLUTION NO. 87-157 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING 
A PRECISE PLAN OF DEVELOPMENT AS PROVIDED 
FOR IN DIVISION 9, CHAPTER 6, ARTICLE 2, 
OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO ALLOW 
THE CONSTRUCTION OF A SECOND-STORY ADDITION 
TO AN EXISTING ONE-STORY SINGLE-FAMILY 
RESIDENCE IN THE HILLSIDE OVERLAY DISTRICT 
IN THE R-1 ZONE AT 5205 VANDERHILL ROAD 

PP 87-3, TANGLEWOOD BUILDERS, INC. 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 87-157. His motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

The Council now returned to --

8c. PRESENTATION TO MR. JACK D. FRY: 

Mr. Jack Fry having arrived, Mayor Geissert presented 
him with a Certificate of Appreciation for his service on the 
Disaster Council of the City of Torrance. 

Considered next by the Council --

8f. COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS: 

The following appointments were made to fill current 
Commission vacancies --

Disaster Council: 

Mr. Meredith K. Eick 

Cable TV Advisory Board: 

Mr . Joseph Arciuch 
Mr . Jim Colleran 
Mr. Robert Feuerstein 
Ms . Susan Gibbons 
Ms . Vera Little 
Mr. Tom Rische 
Ms . Suzan Van Pelt 
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Fine Arts Commission: 

Ms. Thelma Carr 

Planning Commission: 

Ms. Jo-Anne Waller 

Water Commission: 

Mr. James Pierson. 

The above appointees were then administered the oath of 
office by City Clerk Donald E. Wilson, following which they were 
extended sincere congratulations and a warm welcome by the Mayor 
and members of the Council. 

* * * 

At 7:08 p.m., Mayor Geissert declared a brief recess. 
The Council returned at 7:25 p.m. 

* * * 

At 7:25 p.m., the City Council convened in joint ses
sion with the Redevelopment Agency of the City of Torrance. The 
Agency/Council remained in joint session at the conclusion of the 
Agency's regular agenda order, and Mayor/Chairwoman Geissert read 
the following statement into the record under --

Council Agenda Item 
17d. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

Agency Agenda Item 
4. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

·-· 

. . ; 

:. -

The City Council will now recess to closed session to 
evaluate the performance of the City r1anager and 
assistants, City Attorney, and certain other executive 
and management employees of the City. Authority for 
holding an executive session for this purpose is 
contained in the provisions of Government Code Section 
5495 7. 6 (a) • 

·:: ,,,.. .. 
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The City Council will also confer with the Council 
Committee on Executive Salaries regarding salaries, 
salary schedules and compensation for such unrepre
sented employees. Authority for holding an executive 
session for this purpose is contained in the provisions 
of Government Code Section 54957.6 (al. 

The City Council will also confer with the City Manager 
regarding salaries, salary schedules and compensation 
for certain employee groups. Authority for holding an 
executive session for this purpose is contained in the 
provisions of Government Code Section 54957.6(a}. 

The Council will also confer with the City Attorney 
regarding pending litigation in the case of Redevelop
ment Agency of the City of Torrance vs. M & W 
Properties, et al, (M & W Electric), Superior Court 
Case Number C 544900. Authority for holding an 
executive session for this purpose is contained in the 
provisions of Government Code Section 54956.9 (al. 

NOTE: The M & W Properties matter was cons .idered by 
the City Council acting as the Redevelopment Agency of the City 
of Torrance. 

Immediately following the above statement (7:29 
and with the Agency/Council remaining in joint session, 
Geissert directed that City Council Oral Communications be 
sidered as follows. 

22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

p.m.) 
Mayor 

con-

22a. City Manager Jackson congratulated and commended all 
involved in the City's outstandingly successful Fourth of July 
celebration at Wilson Park. These comments were echoed by the 
Mayor and Council. 

22b. Councilman Applegate commented on his recent trip to 
the East Coast to celebrate his parents' Fiftieth Wedding An
niversary. 
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22c. Councilwoman Hardison requested that staff establish a 
date certain as to when the gross vs. modified area parking cal
culation study will be submitted to Council for consideration and 
action. Planning Director Ferren indicated that this matter will 
be submitted by August 11. 

22d. Councilman Walker paid personal tribute to Mr. Frank 
Torino for his many years of genuine support and caring for this 
community. (See Agenda Item Sa, Pages 3 and 4 of these minutes). 

22e. Councilman Wirth commended Fire Chief Adams and his 
department for their efforts in containing a recent fire of major 
proportions in the City. 

22f. 
prepared 
halting 
loss of 
by this 

Ms. Audrey Muensterman, 213 Via Alameda, read aloud a 
statement (of record) requesting Council assistance in 
a construction project which represents a significant 

view to her property. Photographs were also submitted 
speaker for the record. 

Mayor Geissert 
Attorney's office advising 
project referenced by Ms. 
the Council to consider. 

requested a memo from the City 
the Council of the status of the 
Muensterman and providing options for 

22g. Mr . Richard Bergan, 215 Via Alameda, submitted a copy 
of a statement (accompanied by photographs) which he read into 
the record indicating his concerns regarding second-story build
ing on Via Pasqual and the impact on his property. Emergency ac
tion was urgently requested by this speaker. 

22h. Mr. Clint Eull, 137 Paseo de Granada, expressed his un
derstanding of the problem above outlined by Ms. Muensterman and 
Mr. Bergan, and advised that a "green card" is being provided to 
members of the public by the City advising that Art Jury approval 
is required for construction projects within certain specific 
tracts in the Riviera. 

An example of this green card was supplied at this time 
by Ms. Muensterman and accepted as part of the record in this 
consideration. It was explained by Building and Safety Director 
Grippo that this card is merely provided as a courtesy gesture. 
City Attorney Remelmeyer explained that it is not within the 
City's purview to enforce covenants running with the land. 

,·· 
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City Attorney Remelmeyer explained that it is not within the 
City's purview to enforce covenants running with the land. 

22i. Mr. Jim Weaver, 628 Via Monte d'Oro, explained his per
sonal situation in having purchased a home in the Riviera with 
the intention of expanding to accommodate the needs of his 
family. Mr. Weaver requested that he be kept apprised of any 
contemplated action in this regard by the City. 

A copy of a letter under the heading of "Upper Riviera 
Improvement Committee" and addressed to "Neighbors of 312 Via 
Pasqual", was submitted for the record by this speaker. 

* * * 

The City Council/Redevelopment Agency being in joint session, now 
returned to --

Council Agenda Item 
17d. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 8i15 p.m., the City Council/Redevelopment Agency of 
the City of Torrance recessed to joint executive session for pur
poses earlier announced (see Pages 8 and 9 of these minutes). 

The Agency/Council returned at 10:02 p.m., and con
sidered the following City Council agenda items. 

17. 

17a. 

.. .. . • r • .. . • 

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

EXTENSION OF CERTAIN MOU'S UNTIL FURTHER ACTION: 

RESOLUTION NO. 87-158 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE CONTINUING UNTIL FURTHER 
ACTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL MEMORANDA OF 
UNDERSTANDING APPROVING CERTAIN RESOLUTION 
SETTING FORTH WAGES, HOURS AND WORKING 
CONDITIONS FOR EMPLOYEES REPRESENTED BY 

·. ·. 

• ·':r '" 

VARIOUS EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATIONS 
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MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 87-158. His motion, seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, was 
unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

17b. EXTENSION OF VARIOUS MOU'S UNTIL JULY 31, 1987: 

City Manager Jackson recommended that the Council con
cur-in principle with the supplemental Memoranda of Understanding 
for Torrance Library Part-Time Employees Association; Torrance 
Library Employees Association; and Torrance Fire Fighters As
sociation. 

The following resolutions were adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 87-159 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE SETTING FORTH CERTAIN 
CHANGES REGARDING WAGES, HOURS AND 
WORKING CONDITIONS FOR EMPLOYEES 
REPRESENTED BY THE TORRANCE LIBRARY 

PART-TIME EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 87-159. ·His motion, seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 87-160 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE SETTING FORTH CERTAIN 
CHANGES REGARDING WAGES, HOURS AND 
WORKING CONDITIONS FOR EMPLOYEES 
REPRESENTED BY THE TORRANCE LIBRARY 

EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 87-160. This motion, seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, was 
unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

. ~·· . , ' . 
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RESOLUTION NO. 87-161 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE SETTING FORTH CERTAIN 
CHANGES REGARDING WAGES, HOURS AND 
WORKING CONDITIONS FOR EMPLOYEES 
REPRESENTED BY THE TORRANCE FIRE FIGHTERS 

ASSOCIATION 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 87-161. His motion, seconded by Councilwoman Har
dison, was unanimously approved by roll call vo~e. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur in prin
ciple only with the Memorandum of Intent for the Torrance Recur
rent Recreation Employees Organization; the Torrance Profes
sional Parks & Recreation Employees Organization; and the Tor
rance Professional and Supervisory Association. This motion, 
seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, was unanimously approved by 
roll call vote. 

17c. RESOLUTION RE EXTERNALLY FUNDED AND LIMITED TENURE 
EMPLOYEES: 

RESOLUTION NO. 87-162 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE SETTING FORTH HOURS, 
WAGES AND WORKING CONDITIONS FOR 
EXTERNALLY FUNDED AND LIMITED TENURE 
EMPLOYEES FOR THE PERIOD STARTING 

JULY 5, 1987 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 87-162. This motion, seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

At 10:07 p.m., the City Council/Redevelopment Agency of 
the City of Torrance formally adjourned to Tuesday, July 14, 
1987, at 7:00 p.m. 

Peggy Laverty 
Minute Secretary 
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