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Torrance City Council June 30, 1987 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 
Call to Order 
Roll Call 
Flag Salute/Invocation 
Approval of Minutes/Motion re Further Reading 
Motion re Posting of Agenda 
Withdrawn or Deferred Items 
Council Committee Meetings 

8. COMMUNITY MATTERS: 
Sister City Exchange Students 
Community Service Award - Robert Katherman 
Ten-Year Service Award - Betty Knapp 
Proclamation re "Parks and Recreation Month" 

9. LIBRARY/PARKS & RECREATION MATTERS: 
Retired Senior Volunteer Program Request 

14. PERSONNEL MATTERS: 
Private Industry Council Appointments 
Home Improvement Program Agreement 
Revised Class Spec - Fire Apparatus Mechanic 
Revised Class Spec - Sewer Maintenance Leader/ 

·Sanitation Leader 
17. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

Annual Appropriations Limit 
Excess Workers' Compensation Insurance 
Renewal of Fire/Property Insurance 
Executive Session 

20. CONSENT CALENDAR: 
Award of Contracts - computer equipment 
Award of Contract - liquid chlorine 
Award of Contract - fire truck 
Storm Drain and Pumping System Construction 

22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 
Fire Chief Adams re fireworks 
Parks and Recreation Director Barnett re 

Fourth of July Celebration -
Councilman Nakano re congratulations to former 

Mayor Armstrong 
Councilman Nakano re 27th Wedding Anniversary 
Councilman Wirth re congratulations to Parks 

and Recreation Director Barnett 
Councilman Wirth re Airport noise monitoring 

report 
Mayor Geissert re honoring former Mayor Armstrong 
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22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS (Continued) 
Mayor Geissert re honoring Mr. Frank Torino 
Mr. J'ames Sheldon re employee negotiations 
Mr. Lamont Frederick re employee negotiations 

Adjournment at 7:46 p.m. to Tuesday, 
J'uly 7, 1987, 5:30 p.m. 
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Peggy Laverty 
Minute Secretary 

ii. 

City Council 
June 30, 1987 

J ·, 

.• .. ,' <- -
,• 

,: .. 
. ... •• • ,_.:~_: ~ • • • • • • j 

• • -i- ~- ... . 

•• : ~ • ..: ••• 4.~-- : 
. ·:. : .. - : ........ " ... - ~.- - :1' 

' ... .. . . -· i~· . . : ~ -· :: ... 
; .-: . . • ; ,: ·.·. 

..... : :; -.. 
0 0 ~ • '. I O o •-_ t 

• • r, .' '.• 

. ... 

. - .. 
~ ... 

.. ··· .,. ... 



•.· 
' . . •' 
..... II,, 

. -- -.. 

. . ·.-, . 
\ . ·~ ·.... ' 

' - . 

t .::: . . 
: . ~ .•.. ,,, • •'. ··-= .. ., . 

. .. ·~ 

' .. . .. 

June 30, 1987 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

The Torrance City Council convened in a regular meeting 
on Tuesday, June 30, 1987, at 5:42 p.m., in the Council Chambers 
at Torrance City Hall. 

2. 

3. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: 

Absent: 

Councilmembers Hardison, Mock, Nakano, 
Walker, Wirth and Mayor Geissert. 

Councilman Applegate. 

Also present: City Manager Jackson, 
City Attorney Remelmeyer, and 
Staff representatives. 

FLAG SALUTE/INVOCATION: 

Mayor Donald Dear of the City of Gardena led in .the 
salute to the flag. 

The invocation for the meeting was provided by Reverend 
Mark Sandstrom, First Christian Church of Torrance. 

4 . APPROVAL OF MINUTES/MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

MOTION: Councilman Wirth moved to approve the City 
Council minutes of June 2, 1987, as recorded. His motion, 
seconded by Councilman Mock, carried unanimously by roll call 
vote (Councilman Applegate absent). 

MOTION: Councilman Wirth moved that after the City 
Clerk has assigned a number and read title to any resolution or 
ordinance on tonight's agenda, the further reading thereof be 
waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember the 
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right . to demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance 
in regular order. This motion was seconded by Councilwoman Har
dison, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman 
Applegate absent). 

5. MOTION RE POSTING OF AGENDA: 

MOTION: Councilman Wirth moved to accept and file the 
report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this 
meeting. His motion, seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote (Councilman Applegate absent). 

6. WITHDRAWN OR DEFERRED ITEMS: 

Agenda Item 9a . RETIRED SENIOR VOLUNTEER PROGRAM: 

WITHDRAWN at request of Human Resources Commission. 

It was the direction of the Mayor that this matter be 
returned to the Human Resources Commission with the instruction 
that Commission consider the item in the context of a "new 
request". 

7. · COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

Citizen Development and Enrichment Committee 
Wednesday, July 15, 1987 - 4:00 p.m. 
Torrance Unified School District 
Subject: Vine Avenue Street Closure. 

At this point in the meeting Mayor Geissert introduced 
and extended a warm welcome to two individuals in the audience: 
Mayor Donald Dear of the City of Gardena, and Councilwoman Etta 
Simpson of the City of Hermosa Beach. 
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COMMUNITY MATTERS: 

SISTER CITY EXCHANGE STUDENTS: 

Mayor Geissert invited Ms. Lynn Cauble, President of 
the Torrance Sister City Association, to approach the podium. 
Ms. Cauble introduced the following individuals who will be 
traveling to Kashiwa, Japan, on July 7, as part of the Sister 
City Student Exchange Program. 

Adult Leader: 

Kerry Cababa 

Students: 

Susan Egea 

Sherry Hikita 

Jennifer Klonecky 

Imtyaz Mahida 

Diana Scott-Menck 

Laura Yalleni 

Mary Yogi 

West High 

Torrance High 

Torrance High 

West High 

South High 

Bishop Montgomery 

North High 

The Mayor presented each of these young people with a 
memento from the Council commemorating this occasion. 

* * * 

It was with a great deal of pleasure that Mayor Geis
sert introduced, at this time, Ms. Natalie Testa, National Assis
tant Director of Presidential Debates for the League of Women 
Voters, Washington, D.C. The Mayor noted that Ms. Testa's 
presence in the City of Torrance is attributed to the fact that 
Torrance is being considered as a possible host site for the 1988 
Presidential Debates. 

.. ·· " ·:· .. : 
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8b. COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD PRESENTATION: 

Mayor Geissert presented a certificate of commendation 
to Mr. Robert Katherman, Jr. retired member of the City's Water 
Commission. This recognition was received with appreciation by 
Mr. Katherman. 

8c. TEN-YEAR SERVICE AWARD: 

Mayor Geissert, on behalf of her colleagues on the 
Council, presented a memento in recognition of ten years of serv
ice to the City to Ms. Betty Knapp, Senior Librarian. 

8d. PROCLAMATION Proclaiming July as "Parks and Recreation 
Month": 

SO PROCLAIMED by Mayor Geissert and accepted with ap
preciation by the City's Parks and Recreation Director, Gene Bar
nett. 

9. - LIBRARY/PARKS AND RECREATION MATTERS: 

9a. RETIRED SENIOR VOLUNTEER PROGRAM REQUEST: 

14. 

14a. 

WITHDRAWN - see Page 2. 

PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

PRIVATE INDUSTRY COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS: 

RECOMMENDATION OF PIC POLICY BOARD: 

It is recommended that Council appoint and officially 
swear in the members of the Carson/Lomita/Torrance PIC 
as listed below: 

Members Recommended for Renewal :

Mr. James Slayden 
Ms. Cherryl Liddle 
Ms. Judith Borek 
Mr. Frank Mazzola 
Mr. James Heinselman 
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Recommended New Appointments: 

Mr. Kevin Peterson 
Ms. Margo Zuelow 
Mr. Robert Clauss 
Mr. Keith Duckworth 
Ms. Pilar Perry. 

MOTION: Councilman Wirth moved to concur with the 
above stated recommendation on Agenda Item 14a. His motion, 
seconded by Councilman Walker, carried unanimously by roll call 
vote (Councilman Applegate absent). 

Those above listed individuals who were present this 
evening were then duly sworn in by City Clerk Wilson. 

Mayor Geissert extended congratulations and commenda
tion to all appointees. 

14b. HOME IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM CONTRACTUAL AGREEMENT : 

RESOLUTION NO. 87-151 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, AUTHORIZING 
AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO 
EXECUTE AND ATTEST A CONTRACT WITH JOHN 
FREDERICK GRIFFIN TO PROVIDE INSTRUCTIONAL 
SUPERVISORY SERVICES FOR THE HOME IMPROVEMENT 

PROGRAM DURING FISCAL YEAR 1987-88 

I• 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 87-151. His motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Applegate 
absent). 

14c. REVISED CLASS SPECIFICATION - FIRE APPARATUS MECHANIC: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The Personnel Department and the Civil Service Commis
sion recommend approval of the revise class specifica
tion for Fire Apparatus Mechanic. The Torrance Fire · 
Fighters' Association concurs in this recommendation. 
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MOTION: Councilman Wirth moved to concur with the 
above stated recommendation of the Personnel Department and the 
Civil Service Commission. His motion, seconded by Councilman 
Mock, carried unanimously by roll call vote (Councilman Applegate 
absent). 

14d. REVISED CLASS SPECIFICATIONS/TITLES/SALARY RANGES FOR 
SEWER MAINTENANCE LEADER AND SANITATION LEADER: 

RESOLUTION NO. 87-152 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE SETTING FORTH HOURS, 
WAGES AND WORKING CONDITIONS FOR EMPLOYEES 
REPRESENTED BY THE TORRANCE PROFESSIONAL 
AND SUPERVISORY ASSOCIATION AMENDING 

RESOLUTION 86-220 

MOTION : Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 87-152. His motion, seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, was 
unanimously approved by roll call vote (Councilman Applegate 
absent). 

17. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

17a. ANNUAL APPROPRIATIONS LIMIT 1987-88 FISCAL YEAR: 

RESOLUTION NO. 87-153 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE APPROVING AND ADOPTING 
THE ANNUAL APPROPRIATIONS LIMIT FOR THE 

FISCAL YEAR 1987-88 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 87-153. This motion was seconded by Councilwoman Hardison . 

Prior to roll call vote Councilman Mock inquired as to 
whether or not the above resolution serves to meet the- City's 
obligation under the Gann initiative. Finance Director Giordano 
responded affirmatively. 

Roll call vote on the motion to adopt Resolution No . 
87-153 was unanimously favorable (Councilman Applegate absent). 
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17b. PURCHASE OF EXCESS WORKERS' COMPENSATION INSURANCE: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The City Manager recommends that your Honorable Body 
accept the bid proposal from General Reinsurance 
Company to provide the City's excess workers' compen
sation coverage for the period July 1, 1987 to July l, 
1988 at a cost of $83,000. Funds for this coverage 
are contained in the 1987-88 City Manager's Budget. 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to 
above recommendation of the City Manager. 
seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, and roll call 
ously favorable (Councilman Applegate absent). 

concur with the 
His motion was 

vote was unanim-

17c. RENEWAL OF FIRE/PROPERTY INSURANCE: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is the recommendation of the City Manager that your 
Honorable Body accept the bid proposal from Zurich 
Insurance Co. to provide the City's fire/property 
insurance coverage for the period July· l, 1987 to July 
1, 19a8 at a cost of $49,685 with deductibles of 
$50,000 for all losses except $10,000 for electronic 
data processing, $1,000 for traffic signal losses, and 
$100 for valuable papers. Funds for this coverage are 
contained in the 1987-88 City Manager's Budget. 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to concur with the 
recommendation of the City Manager on Agenda Item 17c. This mo
tion was seconded by Councilman Mock, and roll call vote was un
animously favorable (Councilman Applegate absent). 

17d. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

See Page 11. 
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20. CONSENT CALENDAR: 

20a. COUNCIL AWARD OF CONTRACT(S) to Continue Service 
Agreement for the Following Equipment: 

(3) 9751 Disk Drives 
(1) 1935 Tape Formatter 
(2) 1953 Tape Drive 
(2) 11/780 Tape Adaptors 
(1) Mats 

Anticipated Expenditure: $18,545.76. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The Purchasing Division recommends that your Honorable 
Body authorize the award of contracts to renew the 
maintenance agreements with System Industries, Inc. of 
Milpitas, California to service the aforementioned 
equipment located in the City Hall Central Computer 
Facility. 

Total cost for the annual agreement(s) is $18,545.76. 

20b. COUNCIL AWARD OF ANNUAL CONTRACT to Purchase 65 - 1 Ton 
Gylinders of Liquid Chlorine (on an as requested 
basis). · 
Re: Bid No. B87-44 
Anticipated Expenditure: $21,978.94 including 

tax. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The Purchasing Division is recommending that Council 
award an annual contract for 65 - 1 ton cylinders of 
liquid chlorine used by the Water Department in the 
treatment ·of the City's water supply, to the manu
facturer, JONES CHEMICALS INCORPORATED of Torrance, 
California, in the anticipated amount of $21,978.94 
including tax. 

20c. COUNCIL AWARD OF CONTRACT for Purchase of a Seagrave 
15000 GPM Triple Combination Pumper Fire Truck 
Re: Cooperative Purchase with the City of Los 
Angeles (Re:· Bid HF 8521) 
Expenditure: $166,245.44 including tax. 
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RECOMMENDATION: 

The Purchasing Division recommends that your Honorable 
Body authorize the award of a contract in co-participa
tion with the City of Los Angeles, to the low 
responsible bidder, Seagrave Fire Apparatus, Inc., of 
Clintonville, Wisconsin through its local distributor, 
O'Neil-Seagrave Corporation, Saratoga, California to 
furnish a unit as bid to the City of Los Angeles in 
their bid No. F8521 including the additions and 
deletions as requested by the City of Torrance Fire 
Department, in the total amount of $166,245.44 
including tax. 

CONSTRUCTION OF STORM DRAIN AND PUMPING SYSTEM at the 
El Dorado Retention Basin (B87-43) -
Appropriation of Funds and Award of Contract. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The Engineering Department recommends that: 

1) An appropriation of $550,000 from the 
Drainage Improvement Fund (sump sale 
proceeds) be approved for the subject 
project; and 

2) The construction contract be awarded to 
Clarke Contracting Corp. in the amount of 
$470,784.80, and that the other bid be 
rejected. 

MOTION: · Councilman 
recommendations on Agenda Items 
tion was seconded by Councilman 
animously favorable (Councilman 

Wirth moved to concur with staff 
20a, 20b, 20c, and 20d. His mo
Mock, and roll call vote was un
Applegate absent). 

* * * 

At 6:12 p.m., the City Council convened as Redevelop
ment Agency of the City of Torrance, adjourning as Redevelopment 
Agency and reconvening as City Council at 6:14 p.m. 

* * * 
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22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

22a. Fire Chief Adams reminded the citizens of Torrance that 
the possession and use of fireworks within the City limits is il
legal. 

22b. Parks and Recreation Director Barnett announced the an-
nual Fourth of July celebration to be held at Wilson Park. 

22c. Councilman Nakano congratulated former Mayor James 
Armstrong for his recent receipt of the Chamber of Commerce's 
Distinguished Citizen's Award. 

22d. Councilman Nakano announced that he and his wife, 
Helen, will celebrate their 27th Wedding Anniversary on Wednes
day, July 1. 

22e. Councilman Wirth extended congratulations to Parks and 
Recreation Director Barnett for his receipt of a special recogni
tion award at the recent Parks and Recreation Awards Dinner. 

22f. Councilman Wirth requested an update regarding the 
status of the Airport noise monitoring system. Staff will follow 
through. 

22g. Mayor Geissert congratulated former Mayor Armstrong on 
his receipt of the Distinguished Citizen's Award, -and requested 
that an appropriate resolution be prepared formalizing the naming 
of the City's new cultural theater in honor of Mayor Armstrong. 

22h. Mayor Geissert requested that a resolution be prepared 
honoring Mr. Frank Torino for hi-s contribution of $250,000 to the 
Cultural Arts Center, and requested that the Performing Arts 
Plaza of that Center be named for Mr. Torino. 

221. Mr.· James She.ldon, President of the Engineers, and 
speaking for a majority of the City Hall front line employees, 
expressed extreme dissatisfaction regarding the City's nego
tiating practices and requested that Council give the City's ne
gotiators the authority and latitude needed to make fair deci
sions. 
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22j. Mr. Lamont Frederick, 1618 Gramercy Avenue, President 
of Torrance Municipal Employees AFSCME Local 1117, expressed dis
may over the current negotiation process and advised that an im
passe has been declared; a mediator has been requested; and an 
Unfair Labor charge has been filed against the City. This 
speaker stressed the importance of the issues under discussion to 
these employees of the City. 

The Council now returned to --

17d. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

record: 
Mayor Geissert read the following statement into the 

The City Council will now recess to closed session to 
confer with, or receive advice from its legal counsel 
regarding pending litigation, Phelps v. Lachman and 
City of Torrance, SWC 78122 and Lorenzo v. City of 
Torrance, SWC 78230. Authority for holding an execu
tive session for this purpose is contained in the 
provisions of ·Government Code Section 54956.9 (a). 

The Council will also confer with the City Manager 
regarding salaries, salary schedules and compensation 
for certain employee groups. Authority for holding an 
executive session for this purpose is contained in the 
provisions of Government Code Section 54957.6. 

The Council will give instructions to the City Manager 
regarding negotiations on a proposed sale or lease of 
City owned property at the northeast corner of 
Crenshaw and Del - Amo Boulevards. Authority for holding 
an executive session for this purpose is contained in 
the provisions of Government Code Section 54956.8. 

At 6:28 p.m., the Council recessed to executive ses
sion, returning at 7:45 p.m., to take the following action. 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano .moved to concur with the 
City Attorney's recommendation for settlement of the. case of 
Lorenzo v. City of Torrance, SWC 78230. His motion was seconded 
by Councilwoman Hardison, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable (Councilman Applegate absent). 
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At 7:46 p.m., the meeting of the City Council was for
mally adjourne~ to Tuesday, July 7, 1987, 5:30 p.m. 

Peggy Laverty 
Minute Secretary 

* * 
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* * * 

12 

City Council 
June 30, 1987 

.... ' , . 
·,· ! _ , 

I • ' ." ' ,r •.' . • 1 t 

I •, ' : ·. ~· ' .. :: •' •, ·",' • •, • • ; , .• . .• : . ' . .. . ,· .:.·. -.-.. 

.· . . ,. 

. . : ' 

' •. 

.. •t. ., 


