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April 7, 1987 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

The Torrance City Council convened in regular session 
on Tuesday, April 7, 1987, at 5:34 p.m., in the Council 
Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2 . ROLL CALL: 

Present: Councilmembers Applegate, Hardison, 
Mock, Nakano, Walker, Wirth, and 
Mayor Geissert. 

Absent: None. 

Also Present: City Manager Jackson, 
City Attorney Remelmeyer, and 
Staff Representatives. 

Taken out of order: 

17e. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

time: 
Mayor Geissert made the following announcement at this 

The City Council will now recess to closed session 
to confer with the City Manager concerning personnel 
matters. The authority for holding a closed session 
for this purpose is contained in Government Code 
Section 54957.6. 

At 6:34 p.m., the Council reconvened and continued 
with regular agenda order. No action was taken at this 
time. (The Counsel\Redevelopment Agency met in joint Execu
tive Session later in the evening; see Page 23.) 

3. FLAG SALUTE AND INVOCATION: 

The salute to the Flag was led by Ms. Cherryl Liddle. 
Dr. Donald E. Wilson provided the invocation. 
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4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES/MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to approve the 
City Council minutes of March 10, 1987. His motion was 
seconded by Councilwoman Hardison and carried by unanimous 
roll call vote. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved that after the 
City Clerk has assigned a number and read title to any 
resolution or ordinance on tonight's agenda, the further 
reading thereof be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to 
each Councilmember the right to demand the reading of any 
such resolution or ordinance in regular order. The motion 
was seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable. 

5. MOTION RE POSTING OF AGENDA: 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to receive and file 
the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda 
for this meeting; Seconded by Councilman Mock, his motion 
carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

6. WITHDRAWN OR DEFERRED ITEMS: 

City Manager Jackson requested the withdrawal of 
Council Agenda· Item 8c (a proclamation proclaiming the week 
of April 12 through 18, 1987, as "National Tele
communicator's Week"). 

7. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: None. 

* * * 

Mayor Geissert documented the passing of Charles W. 
Gustafson and Charles R. Edwards, and asked that this meet
ing be adjourned in their memories. 

* * * 

8. COMMUNITY MATTERS: 

8a. PRESENTATION OF RETIREMENT PLAQUE TO MARTIN CASTANEDA: 

On behalf of the City Council, Mayor Geissert presented 
a commemorative plaque to Martin "Marty" Castaneda, Street 
Department Heavy Equipment Operator, in recognition of his 
retirement from the City after 29 years of dedicated serice. 
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8b. PRESENTATION OF RETIREMENT PLAQUE TO EDWARD L. EUDY: 

Upon the occasion of his retirement from service to the 
City, Police Department Services Officer Edward "Ed" Eudy 
was recognized by the Council with a commemorative plaque 
presented to him by Mayor Geissert. 

8c. PROCLAMATION PROCLAIMING THE WEEK OF APRIL 12 THROUGH 
18. 1987, AS "NATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATOR'S WEEK." 

Withdrawn; see Page 2. 

8d. PRESENTATION BY DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION : 

Representing the Rancho Palos Verdes Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, Ms. Betty Maynes 
presented a Certificate of Appreciation to Dr. Donald E. 
Wilson for his concern and efforts in the discovery and 
preservation of the original Certificate of Incorporation 
for the City of Torrance and various annexation papers. 

City Clerk Wilson accepted this commendation on behalf 
of the City Clerk's staff, and one person in particular, 
Margaret Johnston, the Acting Records Supervisor who brought 
the documents to his attention. 

Additionally, Dr. Wilson invited anyone with documents 
of historical value to the City to submit them to the 
Clerk's office for a future display. 

8e. PROCLAMATION proclaiming April as "Occupational Therapy 
Month." 

SO PROCLAIMED by Mayor Geissert. 

Heard out of Order ... 

21a. RECOGNITION OF TORRANCE HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS C.I.F. 
4-A SOCCER FINALISTS, AND WEST HIGH SCHOOL BOYS 
C.I.F. 4-A CO-CHAMPIONS: 

Torrance High School Girls C.T . F. 4-A Soccer Finalists 

On behalf of the Members of the City Council and 
people of the City of Torrance, Mayor.Geissert presented a 
team plaque to Coaches Dale Walker and Clint Jamile and 
Trainer Dennis Kikuno in recognition of their team's out
standing accomplishments in the sport of soccer. 
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Aided by Councilman Mark Wirth, Mayor Geissert also 
presented the coaches, trainer, and each of the team members 
listed below with Letters of Recognition and patches com
memorating the 75th Anniversary of the Founding of the City 
of Torrance. 

Dale Walker - Coach 
Clint Jamile - Coach 
Dennis Kikuno - Trainer 

Team Members: 

Kim Barnett 
Kristi Blankenship 
Julie Chamberlain 
Debbie Cota 
Jennifer Gahow 
Michelle Gregory 
Devin Henderson 
Dewanna Huschka 
Julie Jamile 
Holly Johansen 
Debbie Kalty 
Jennifer Klonecky 
Michelle Lorentz 
Kelli Stevenson 

A Letter of Recognition and Anniversary patch were also 
designated for - the following team members, who were not 
present: 

Kim Kirkwood 
Shannon Maddock 

West High School Boys C.I.F. 4-A Co-Champions: 

The Mayor, acting on behalf of her colleagues on the 
Council and the people of the City of Torrance, presented a 
team plaque to Coach Mike Eaton in recognition of his team's 
outstanding performance in the sport of soccer. 

With the assistance of Councilmen Applegate and Wirth, 
the Mayor presented Letters of Recognition and patches com
memorating the 75th Anniversary of the City's founding to 
the following people: 

Mike Eaton, Coach 
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Team Members: 

Jeff Burkhardt 
Kevin Carter 
Van Dominick Cefalore 
Rich Gabaldon 
Kevin Hoffman 
Steve Jangaard 
Mike Kafka 
Rene Lemieux 
Geoff Lloyd 
Brent Maille 
Eric Mayer 
Mike McGee 
Mike Padian 
Steve Schlom 

A Letter of Recognition and Commemorative patch were 
also designated for the following people who were not 
present: 

Russ DeFord, Coach 

Team Members: 

Scott Burkett 
Rick Crosbie 
Matt Davis 
Dan Dougherty 
Roger Hedgpeth 
Kevin St. Pierre 

Also considered out of order ... 

14b. APPOINTMENT OF FINANCE DIRECTOR: 

Upon request by the Mayor, City Clerk Wilson read 
title to ... 

RESOLUTION NO. 87-76 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE SETTING FORTH CERTAIN 
CHANGES IN WAGES, HOURS, AND WORKING CON
DITIONS FOR CERTAIN MANAGEMENT EMPLOYEES 

AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 86-199 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 87-76. Seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, 
the motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

5 

City Council 
April 7, 1987 



Mayor Geissert explained that there is a unique factor 
differentiating the process for selecting a Finance Director 
from that of other Department head positions in the City in 
t.hat the appointment is made by the City Manager, but with 
the concurrence of the City Council. 

The City Manager set forth his recommendation for the 
appointment of Mary Katherine Giordano as Finance Director. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to appoint Mary 
Giordano as the Finance Director for the City of Torrance in 
concurrence with the recommendation of the City Manager. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Nakano, and carried 
by unanimous roll call vote. 

Present in the audience, Ms. Giordano was welcomed to 
the City family by Mayor Geissert, who spoke on behalf of 
the Council and the citizens of Torrance. The Mayor briefly 
reviewed the new Finance Director's employment history prior 
to coming to the City. 

At this time Mayor Geissert expressed appreciation to 
Mr. Dick Rankin and thanked him, on behalf of all of the 
Council, for all the extra time and effort put forth as Ac
ting Finance Director during the past year. 

Elaborating on comments by the Mayor, City Manager 
Jackson expanded at length on the efforts and accomplish
ments of Actin·g Finance Director Rankin and Acting Assistant 
Finance Director, Ben Murdoch, during "a very busy financial 
year;" and, speaking on his own behalf and for the members 
of the Executive Staff, extended thanks to these two 
gentlemen for their service to the City. 

Regular agenda order was resumed with consideration of . .. 

9. LIBRARY/PARKS AND RECREATION MATTERS: 

9a. VISITORS' SERVICE PROGRAM: 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER: 

The City Manager recommends that the Council concur in 
concept with implementation of a Visitors' Services 
pilot program within the Parks and Recreation 
Department. The City Manager will return with a 
recommended implementation plan to include the 
structure of the governing body, a budget and 
staff requirements. 
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Based on a staff study of 20 cities, Assistant to the 
City Manager, Liz Rojas, made a brief presentation outlining 
the three possible options for implementation of a Visitors' 
Bureau and supporting the City Manager's recommendation for 
the implementation of Option 3 as a pilot program. 

Possible Options: 

1. A Visitors' Bureau which would function as a 
separate entity housed at the Torrance Area 
Chamber of Commerce office. 

2. A Visitors' Bureau which would function as an 
independent, nonprofit agency. 

3. A Visitors' program which would function as one 
of the City's citizen enrichment programs under 
the direction of the Parks and Recreation 
Department. 

Speaking on b~half of the Chamber of Commerce, 
3400 Torrance Boulevard, Mr. Dan McClain reviewed the 
Chamber's proposal for a Visitors' Bureau as a financially 
separate division of the Chamber of Commerce and provided 
reasons substantiating the need for their involvement in 
such an effort; such as, visitor marketing expertise, mem
bership potential, business orientation, the Torrance 
Magazine Visitors' Guide, and commitment to a Visitors' 
Bureau. 

Mr. McClain said he recognized that there is concern 
regarding the establishment of a Visitors' Bureau as a mem
bership organization which could include businesses that are 
located outside the City limits, a matter not addressed in 
the Chamber of Commerce's proposal It was his suggestion 
that this matter be discussed with City staff and a City 
Council Committee to develop a policy which would satisfy 
the concerns of everybody involved. 

In summary, Mr. McClain recommended that the 1986-87 
Budget funds set aside for the formation of a Visitors' 
Bureau be carried over; that those funds be matched in a 
budget allocation for the Visitors' Bureau this year; and 
that the Chamber and City staff work together to refine the 
Chamber's proposal in a way that would be acceptable to both 
parties, the business community and the citizens of Tor
rance, and come back with a complete plan for a Visitors' 
Bureau at a later date. 

Next to speak in support of the Chamber's proposal was 
Ms. Margo Davis representing the Holiday Inn, 21333 Haw
thorne Boulevard. Noted by Ms. Davis were past efforts to 
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organize a Visitors' Bureau in the City. She requested that 
the City Council look at the proposal presented by the Cham
ber of Commerce "knowing that it needs fine tuning," but 
also understanding that "what we're looking forward to is an 
opportunity to work on behalf of business, through the Cham
ber, and with the City, to develop a partnership .... " and 
come to an agreement. 

Stating his belief that if the City has a Visitors' 
Bureau it should be as a division of the Chamber in order to 
succeed with the budgeting available, Councilman Walker 
MOVED to concur with the recommendation of the Chamber of 
Commerce that this matter be forwarded to a joint meeting 
between City staff and the Chamber, and be returned to the 
Council in the future with refinements. 

Councilman Mock seconded the motion. 

Mayor Geissert stated her preference that the proposal 
be sent to a City Council committee and recommended the 
Citizens' Enrichment Committee. Councilmembers Walker and 
Mock concurred with this modification as maker and seconding 
party of the original motion . . (The motion ultimately 
carried; see below.) 

During discussion, each Councilmember, in turn, indi
cated his concurrence with the motion on the floor . 

Mayor Gefssert agreed with the concept _of a Visitors' 
Bureau as a function of the Chamber of Commerce located on 
Chamber premises, but expressed her desire that recommenda
tions be forthcoming from the joint Committee / Chamber meet
ing regarding two concerns: 

1 . That the "area" aspect of the Chamber of Commerce 
and related problems pointed out by Mr. McClain 
be addressed, such as the advertising of hotels and 
restaurants located outside the City of Torrance 
funded by City tax money from the Visitors' Bureau. 

2. That a mechanism be employed to assure that the 
City will have adequate representation on the 
governing body of the Visitors' Bureau~ propor
tionate to its financial investment. 

Roll call vote on the motion on the floor was unanim
ously favorable. 
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10. TRANSPORTATION/PUBLIC WORKS MATl'ERS: 

10a. REGULATION OF PRIVATE REFUSE COLLECTION COMPANIES: 

Copies of a memorandum and supplemental report were in 
the hands of Councilmembers for review (documents of record) 
in response to Councilman Mock's request at the City Council 
Meeting of January 27, 1987 that potential methods of en
hancing the City's ability to regulate private refuse col
lection companies be investigated by the City Manager and 
staff. 

Measures suggested in the staff Analysis as potential 
methods of enhancing the City's ability to regulate private 
rubbish companies are listed below: 

1. Require proof of adequate liability insurance 
upon renewal of business license. 

2. Require private rubbish haulers to submit 
Torrance customer lists to aid in identifying 
non-paying waste generators. 

3. Require all business license holders to provide 
proof pf adequate refuse collection service upon 
license renewal. 

4. Develop.regulations such as hours of collection, 
identification of vehicles ~nd collection bins, 
and enforcement measures; such as, impounding 
bins, establishing fines for violations, and 
revoking licenses for repeated violations. 

5. Increase refuse collection business license fees 
to cover the cost of hiring a full-time refuse 
enforcement officer. 

Measures 1 and 2 were supported by Councilman Walker, 
who stated his opposition to Measure No. 5 relative to the 
expenditure to hire a full-time refuse enforcement officer. 

Upon receiving clarification from staff, Councilman Ap
plegate stated his support for Measure No. 3 and echoed 
Councilman Walker's objection to Measure No. 5, it being his 
stated belief that more work and problems than currently ex
ist would result from the implementation of Measure No. 5. 
Simple enforcement procedures utilizing current resources 
were favored by this speaker. 

Councilwoman Hardison requested and received clarifica
tion from staff relative to the nature of refuse collection 
complaints. Environmental Quality Administrator McElroy ex-
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plained that complaints are primarily associated with noise 
from early-morning or late-night refuse collections, lack of 
housekeeping, odors, and illegal dumping. Enforcement 
problems were also described by this speaker. 

It being his belief that the issue can be dealt with, 
in part, by reminding staff to be alert to the problems, 
Councilman Wirth suggested that the licensing of various 
vehicles picking up trash be investigated. Mr. Wirth also 
expressed concerns relative to the condition of some of the 
refuse collection vehicles observed in the City and enforce
ment of the City Council's requirement that reflectors be 
installed on refuse bins placed on the street. 

Councilman Mock concurred with the Measure No. 1 and 
requested further staff input relative to the rationale for 
the amount of liability insurance suggested; concurred with 
Measure No. 2, but observed the need to update customer 
lists on a regular basis; opposed Measure No. 3 because, per 
the testimony of Acting Assistant Finance Director Murdoch, 
it would be difficult to administer; and suggested that cur
rent enforcement measures be implemented by the existing 
City staff to alleviate concerns on a complaint basis in 
lieu of hiring additional full-time staff at this time 
(Measure No. 5). 

The aggressive enforcement of existing rules was 
favored by Councilman Walker. He voiced his desire that 
staff return with a mechanism for implementation of Measures 
1 and 2 to require proof of adequate liability insurance 
and that private rubbish haulers submit customer lists -
the latter of which he felt could be done on a quarterly or 
semiannual basis -- and he SO MOVED, seconded by Councilman 
Mock. (The motion ultimately carried; see Page 12.) 

As the discussion continued, Mr. Applegate received 
clarification from staff regarding legal aspects of enforce
ment and existing enforcement mechanisms and requested that 
Environmental Quality Administrator McElroy work with the 
City Attorney's Office to ensure that current Codes provide 
for the enforcement of measures under consideration. 

Concern was expressed by Councilman Applegate that 
measures adopted by the Council not act to penalize those 
refuse collection companies that are professionals in the 
industry and currently work in conformance with the City. 

Mr. Charles Leonard, District Manager for BF!, 
14905 South San Pedro, Gardena, addressed Measure No. 2 and 
suggested that the burden of proof of refuse service be 
placed on the customer, instead of the hauler, using the tax 
rolls or business licenses of the City as a master list. 
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It was clarified by the City Manager that the purpose 
of Measure No. 2 is to provide a means for the City to cross 
check information received from the property owner or the 
business. 

While at the podium, Mr. Leonard responded to an in
quiry by the Mayor and verified that BFI currently has 13 
trucks licensed in the City of Torrance. 

Councilman Wirth encouraged suggestions from staff for 
a simple method of requiring proof of service from residen
tial units that are serviced by private haulers, par
ticularly those residential units in the downtown Torrance 
area that share an alleyway with properties serviced by the 
City. 

Various complaints by adjacent residents concerning 
refuse collection in the Kashiwa industrial area were re
lated by Ms. Lenore Johnson, 23059A Nadine Circle, who 
reported that refuse hauling activity has taken place as 
early as 3:00 a.m. She suggested the Council address the 
hours of operation, Measure No. 4. 

Mayor Geissert deemed the problem one of enforcement, 
observing that the hours of operation are covered in the 
Municipal Code. It was therefore the Mayor's request that 
staff develop recommendations for Code enforcement after 
hours. 

Back at the podium, Environmental Quality Administrator 
McElroy reported that a procedure is in place for after 
hours enforcement, which she explained. This speaker main
tained the need for additional staff in the Environmental 
Division to allow for consistent enforcement of the existing 
Code. 

It was suggested by Councilman Walker that Ms. Johnson 
discuss her concerns with representatives of the refuse col
lection companies present in the audience. 

After confirming the hours of refuse operation with 
staff, Councilman Applegate suggested the 'problems noted by 
Ms. Johnson might be alleviated by modifying regulations 
governing hours of refuse collection and the distance be
tween commercial refuse bins and residences. 

Without further information, Councilwoman Hardison said 
she was not ready to vote on any of the measures except 1 
and 2. 

Based on comments made during the discussion, Mayor 
Geissert opined that the Customers' list would probably not 
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accomplish its purpose and would create additional paper
work. Ms. Geissert said that she would not support the mo
tion because it appeared that adequate Code exists and she 
agreed with Environmental Quality Administrator McElroy that 
the problem is personnel for enforcement. 

As a separate matter, she asked the City Manager to 
address the need for additional staff in the field of en
forcement during the Budget process. 

The Mayor then called for roll call on the motion to 
concur with Measures 1 and 2, and the motion carried by 
majority roll call vote as indicated below. 

AYES: Councilmembers Applegate, Hardison, Mock, 
Nakano, Walker and Wirth. 

NOES: Mayor Geissert (for the reasons noted above). 

Mayor Geissert asked that the Council be presented with 
information on the matter of enforcement during the Budget 
process. 

Councilman Applegate requested the Street Department to 
survey private haulers relative actual hours of operation 
and provide further information. He also requested that the 
Environmental Division investigate the need to adjust the 
proximity of business refuse pick up to residential struc-
tures. · 

* * * 
The Council took a brief recess at 7:12 p.m., reconven

ing at 7:25 p.m. and returning to regular agenda order. 

* * * 

14. PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

14a. NEW CLASS SPECIFICATION FOR AIR-CONDITIONING/ 
HEATING SUPERVISOR: 

RESOLUTION NO. 87-75 

A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING SETTING FORTH 
CERTAIN CHANGES REGARDING WAGES, HOURS AND 
WORKING CONDITIONS FOR EMPLOYEES REPRESENTED 
BY TORRANCE PROFESSIONAL AND SUPERVISORY 

ASSOCIATION 
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MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 87-75. The motion was seconded by Councilman Mock, and 
carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

14b. APPOINTMENT OF FINANCE DIRECTOR: 

Heard earlier; see Pages 5 and 6. 

14c. REVISED CLASS SPECIFICATIONS FOR PEST CONTROL. 
APPLICATOR AND AIR-CONDITIONING/HEATING TECHNICIAN: 

Upon request by the Mayor, City Clerk Wilson read title 
to the following resolution. 

RESOLUTION NO. 87-77 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE SETTING FORTH HOURS, 
WAGES ANO WORKING CONDITIONS FOR EMPLOYEES 
REPRESENTED BY THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL 
EMPLOYEES AMENDING RESOLUTION 86-222 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 87-77, seconded by Councilwoman Hardison. 
The motion was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

In response to the Mayor's query, Parks and Recreation 
Director Barnett indicated his satisfaction with changes to 
the Class Specification for Pest Control Applicator. 

For the record, City Attorney Remelmeyer clarified that 
the Council adopted the resolution contained in Supplemen
tary Material 14c. 

17. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

17a. EXTENSION OF AUDIT SERVICES CONTRACT FOR 1986-87: 

City Clerk Wilson read title to the resolution. 

RESOLUTION NO. 87-78 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION 
OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONTRACT BETWEEN THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AND PEAT, MARWICK, MITCHELL 

& COMPANY FOR AUDIT SERVICES 
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MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 87-78. Seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, the motion 
carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

17b. DESTRUCTION OF UNNEEDED CITY RECORDS: 

Title to the resolution was read aloud by City Clerk 
Wilson: 

RESOLUTION NO. 87-79 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECT
ING THE CITY ~LERK TO DESTROY CERTAIN 
UNNEEDED CITY RECORDS AND DOCUMENTS 
WITHOUT MAKING COPIES THEREOF 

MOTION: A motion was offered by Councilman Nakano for 
the adoption of Resolution No. 87-79. Councilwoman Hardison 
seconded the motion and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

17c. ORDINANCE ALLOWING CONTRACT TAXICAB DRIVERS: 

Dr. Wilson read title to the Ordinance at its first 
reading: 

ORDINANCE NO. 3193 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE REPEALING SECTION 36.1.2. 
OF ARTICLE 1 OF CHAPTER 6 OF DIVISION 3 OF 
THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO 
TAXICABS AND OTHER VEHICLES FOR HIRE 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to approve Ordinance 
No. 3193 at its first reading. Councilman Wirth seconded 
the motion. (The motion ultimately carried; see Page 15.) 

The City Manager explained that this amendment to City 
Code is to bring it up-to-date with the current practices of 
the taxicab industry. 

Expanding on the issue, Acting Assistant Finance Direc
tor Murdoch advised that there is currently one taxicab com
pany licensed in the City and that company has been in the 
process of phasing out employees since 1979. 
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At the request of Councilman Mock, City Attorney Remel
meyer stated his opinion -that this item would have no effect 
of the proposed ordinance with the County, which does not 
address the employer/employee relationship as he read it. 

The motion to approve Ordinance No. 3193 at its first 
reading then carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

17d. AM/PM TAXI APPEAL OF DENIAL OF PERMIT TO OPERATE: 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE LICENSE REVIEW BOARD: 

The License Review Board recommends that the appeal 
by American Transportation Enterprises (dba AM/PM Taxi) 
be granted subject to the modification of the Code 
(to all contract drivers). In addition, the Board 
recommends that Council concur with the License 
Review Board conditions regarding the advertising, 
15 taxicabs and service areas. 

Addressing items covered in his correspondence to 
Mr. Ben Murdoch of April 3, 1987, Mr. David Koscielak, Chief 
Financial Officer of Wilmington Cab Company, 117 West ''B" 
Street in Wilmington, suggested that details requested by 
the City regarding a description of vehicles covered by 
liability insurance were not provided by the applicant's 
broker, which he -considered to be "suspect," and a matter 
''to be delved into in further detail by staff." Mr. Kos
cielak suggested that adequate proof be provided in the form 
of a vehicle list attached to the policy to show the 
vehicles covered. 

This speaker also challenged whether AM/PM Taxi has 
Workers' Compensation Insurance coverage for its drivers as 
required by State Law and suggested the City require 
adequate proof of coverage. 

In response to Mr. Koscielak, Acting Assistant Finance 
Director Murdoch reported that the applicant has met Code 
requirements inasmuch as the City has a certificate of in
surance from AM/PM's insurance broker indicating they have 
15 taxicabs and the applicant has indicated they would 
comply with the License Review Board's requirement that all 
15 of their taxicabs be active in the City. 

Relative to Workers'Compensation coverage, Mr. Murdoch 
said it is not required by City Code and not required for 
contract drivers to the License Board's understanding. 

Next to address the Council was Mr. Siroos Moatazedi, 
General Manager and Executive Officer of AM/PM Taxi, 15321 
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South Figueroa, Gardena, who reviewed his 15 years of 
experience in the taxicab industry and explained that the 
current trend in this business is to use contract drivers. 

This speaker verified that the State does require 
Workers' Compensation Insurance for contract drivers -- a 
requirement that has been challenged by the Taxi Industry 
Council of Los Angeles and many other taxicab companies 
throughout Southern and Northern California, according to 
Mr. Moatazedi. Pending a court decision in this regard, the 
AM/PM Taxi General Manager advised that minimum coverage is 
required in Los Angeles for contract drivers and this is the 
amount of coverage currently carried by his company. 

Before leaving the podium, this speaker responded to 
inquiries, advising Councilman Wirth that his company has 
been in operation in the cities noted (staff material of 
record) for nine months, and advising Councilman Applegate 
that dispatching will be done from their garage facility in 
Gardena, which is manned 24 hours a day with a trained 
receptionist with the capability of transmitting to the 
Orange County line. 

There being no additional comments to this issue, a mo
tion was offered at this time. 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to concur with the 
recommendation of the License Review Board. Seconded by 
Councilman Wirth, the motion carried by unanimous roll call 
vote. 

17e. COUNCIL EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

See Page 1 and Page 23. 

17f. REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

Considered during a joint City Council/Redevelopment 
Agency Executive Session held later in the evening; see 
Page 23 and the Redevelopment Agency meeting minutes of 
April 7, 1987. 
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20. CONSENT CALENDAR: 

20a. COUNCIL AUTHORIZATION to reject bids and rebid one (1) 
gasoline powered mobile air compressor. 

REF: Bid B87-21 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE GENERAL SERVICES DIRECTOR: 

The General Services Director requests that Council 
authorize the rejection of the bid received for one 
(1) gasoline powered mobile air compressor due to 
inadequate response/lack of competitive bids received . 
Authorization is requested for staff to rebid for 
the same equipment specified because only one (1) 
bid response was received and staff does not 
consider the bid price responsive/acceptable. 

20b. COUNCIL AWARD OF CONTRACTS - Re: Purchase of New 
1987 BudQeted Vehicles 

REF: Bid No. B87-10 

EXPENDITURE: $417,703.04, including sales tax 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE GENERAL SERVICES DIRECTOR: 

It is recommended that the following award of 
contracts be made: 

Item 1 - 6 ea.# Sedan - 4 door - A/C - compact 
Gateway Chevrqlet, Buena Park, CA 
in the amount of $50,572.56 plus sales tax 
of $3,286.62. Total Cost: $53,859.18 

Item 2 - 4 ea., Sedan - 4 door - A/C - intermediate 
Glen T.homas Dodge, Long Beach, CA 
in the amount of $35,937 . 48 plus sales tax 
of $2,335.94. Total Cost: $38,273.42 

Item 3 - 7 ea.,~ Ton pick-up truck with 8 foot bed 
Beach City Chevrolet, Long Beach, CA 
in the amount of $59,412.85 plus sales tax 
of $3,861.84. Total Cost: $63,274.69 

Item 4 - Requirement deleted. 

Item 5 - Requirement deleted 
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RECOMMENDATION (Continued) 

Item 6 - 1 ea., 3/4 Ton pick-up truck with standard 
8 foot bed, 4x4, pintle hitch 
Chaffee Motors, Hawthorne, CA 
in the amount of $12,441.95 plus sales tax 
of $808.73. Total Cost: $13,250.68 

Item 7 - 2 ea., 3/4 Ton truck (c+c) low pro~ile 
utility body 
Mission Chevrolet, San Gabriel, CA 
in the amount of $25,750.00 plus sales tax 
of $1,673.75 Total Cost: $27,423.75 

Item 8 - Requirement deleted 

Item 8A - (c+c) low profile, utility lea., l Ton truck 
body (Paramedic) 
*Chaffee Motors, 
in the amount of 

Hawthorne, CA 

of $747.90. 
$11,506.13 plus sales tax 

Total Cost: $12,254.03 

Lowest conforming bidder meeting specification requirement for 
rear stabilizer bar. 

Item 9 - 3 ea., Truck (c+c) with dumping flat bed 
Western Truck Exchange, Los Angeles, CA 
in the amount of $87,810.00 plus sales tax 
of $5,707.65 Total Cost: $93,517.65 

Item 10- lea., Dump truck - 2 axle, 
Western Truck Exchange, ~os 
in the amount of $29,223.00 
of $1,899.50 

3 cubic yards 
_Angeles, CA 
plus sales tax 

Total Cost: $31,122.50 

Item 11- 2 ea., Dump truck - 2 axle, 5 cubic yards 
Allen GMC, Laguna Niguel, CA 
in the amount of $56,436.00 plus sales tax 
of $3,668.34 Total Cost: $60,104.34 

Item 12- 1 ea., Truck (c+c) 2 axle, GVWR 25,000 lbs . 
Peninsula International Trucks, Carson, CA 
in the amount of $23,120.00 plus sales tax 
of $1,502.80 Total Cost: $24,622.80 
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20c. COUNCIL AWARD OF CONTRACT - For the furnishing and 
installation of new ceiling tiles and removal of 
old ceiling tiles for the City's central 
computer room (data center) 

REF: Bid B87-16 

EXPENDITURE: $8,985.00 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE GENERAL SERVICES DIRECTOR: 

It is staff's recommendation that Council award a 
contract to the low bidder, Inland Acoustics, Inc. 
of San Bernardino, California in the total firm 
lump sum amount of $8,985.00. 

20d. COUNCIL AWARD OF PURCHASE ORDERS - To furnish various 
computer hardware items for the City of Torrance 
Police Department 

REF: Bid No. B87-22 

EXPENDITURE: $26,707.01, including tax 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE GENERAL SERVICES DIRECTOR: 

It is therefore recommended that the Council award 
purchase orders for various computer hardware items 
to the following listed companies for each bid item 
as designated on Bid Proposal B87-22 (Bid Proposal 
B87-22 is a matter of record, included herein by 
reference, only): 

1. Recommend a Purchase Order award be 
made to California Boards, Torrance, CA 
in the amount of $13,099.50 for the items 
designated on Bid Proposal B87-22. 

2. Recommend a Purchase Order award be made to 
Datacom, Inc., Irvine, CA in the amount of 
$5,852.18 for the items designated on Bid 
Proposal B87-22. 

3. Recommend a Purchase Order award be made to 
El Camino Resources, Irvine. CA in the amount 
of $7,755.33 for the items designated on 
Bid Proposal B87-22. 
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MOTION: Councilman Applegate, seconded by Councilman 
Walker, moved to concur with the staff recommendations for 
Consent Calendar Items 20a, 20b, 20c, and 20d. The motion 
carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

* * * 

At 8:37 p.m., the City Council convened in joint ses
sion with the Redevelopment Agency of the City of Torrance. 
Remaining in joint session for a joint Executive Session to 
be held later in the evening, the City Council returned to 
regular Council agenda order at 8:38 p.m. 

* * * 

21. ADDENDUM MATTERS: 

21a. RECOGNITION OF TORRANCE HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS C.I . F. 4-A 
SOCCER FINALISTS • . AND WEST HIGH SCHOOL BOYS C.I . F . 4-A 
CO-CHAMPIONS·: 

Heard earlier; see Pages 3 through 5. 

22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

22a. City Manager Jackson announced that Rick Pickering of 
the City Manager's Office, and his wife, Dawn, celebrated 
the birth of a son, Christopher Carl Pickering (born March 
27), 8 pounds 4 ounces, 21 inches long. The City Manager 
extended congratulations to the Pickering family. 

22b. Councilwoman Hardison commented briefly on her atten
dance at the League of California Cities "Transportation 
Meeting" and referenced her report thereon. 

22c. Mayor Geissert requested and received an update oncer
tain legislative matters from Director of Transportation 
Horkay (pursuant to information provided by Bob Hildebrand, 
who attended the "Transportation Meeting"). It was Mr. 
Horkay's suggestion that the City meet with legislative rep
resentatives as soon as possible to express views on matters 
of concern. 
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22d. Councilman Nakano observed that a member of the State 
Legislature has introduced a bill which would pre-empt 
regulation of the sale of alcohol at gas stations and 
inquired if the City has taken a stand in this regard. 

Chief Nash responded to Mr. Nakano's inquiry, confirm
ing that the City has communicated its stand. 

Additional input was provided by City Attorney Remel
meyer, who advised of the League of California Cities' posi
tion on this matter. He reported that the League holds 
little hope for a total ban and favors the Conditional Use 
Permit process as a means to retain some authority. 

City Manager Jackson suggested that staff review the 
issue and return with a status report as an agenda item, in
cluding resolutions. 

22e. Councilman Nakano noted concerns expressed by his 
neighbors relative .to the possible extension of Hickory 
Street north of Sepulveda Boulevard and the resulting traf
fic impact. 

Responding to these concerns, Director of Transporta
tion Horkay advised that, as a condition of the Park Del Amo 
development, signal/intersection design constraints will be 
implemented to inhibit through traffic in the subject area. 

22f. Councilman Wirth questioned Mr. Horkay on the status of 
transit issues before the Legislature.and received an update 
from him in this regard. 

22g. Mr. Wirth thanked Councilwoman Hardison for attending 
the League of California "Transportation Meeting." 

22h. Echoing earlier comments by Mayor Geissert, Councilman 
Wirth expressed appreciation to Dr. Wilson for bringing his
torical items to the Council's attention and commented on 
articles in the Daily Breeze in this regard. 

22i. Councilman Wirth requested a list of the names and ad
dresses of the people who testified at the March 31, 1987 
Council meeting regarding the widening of Carson Street. 
His request was so noted by staff. 
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22j. Mayor Geissert gave public recognition to Christine 
O'Rourke, Graphic Artist, for her professional work on the 
design of the logo and patch commemorating the City's 
75th Anniversary. 

22k. The Mayor also mentioned the recent Medal of Valor 
luncheon that she attended along with several of her col
leagues on the Council and expressed her pride in the recog
nition of Torrance Police Officers, Mark Hein and Robert 
Bowman, for unusually heroic deeds. The Mayor asked Chief 
Nash to again extend the Council's appreciation to these two 
men and invite them to a Council meeting in the near future 
for recognition by the entire Council and the public. 

221. The Mayor also noted that a Distinguished Service Award 
was presented at the luncheon to one of her former neigh
bors, John McGregor, a Manhattan Beach Paramedic whose 
parents still reside in the City of Torrance. 

22m. Linda Bonnett, 2016 Matthews, Redondo Beach, asked 
the Council for special consideration relative to the park
ing requirements for a·take-out food business on the ~orner 
of Del Amo Boulevard and Anza Avenue. 

During discussion, the Council was provided with an up
date regarding - current City policy by Planning Director 
Ferren and further information was requested by Council 
regarding the request. 

Given the modifications to the Brown Act precluding ac
tion on any matter not on the agenda, City Manager Jackson 
suggested the information be received and that staff be 
directed to bring the request back for consideration at a 
later date. There was no objection, and the Proponent was 
referred to Mr. Ferren for further information. 

22n. It being his understanding that the Council was to con
sider Fred Smith's proposed two-story addition at this meet
ing, Mr. Clint Eull, 137 Paseo de Granada, referenced an ar
ticle in the March 23 issue of the Daily Breeze and 
requested clarification. The Mayor suggested Mr. Eull con
fer with the Planning Director for a status report on the 
Fred Smith project. 

22 

City Council 
April 7, 1987 



The Council now returned to ... 

17e. CITY COUNCIL EXECUTIVE SESSION (CONTINUED) AND 

17f. REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

Mayor Geissert read the following statement into the 
record regarding City Council business: 

The City Council will now recess to closed 
session for the purpose of conferring with the 
City Manager regarding salaries, salary schedules 
and compensation for certain employee groups. 
The authority for holding a closed session for 
this purpose is contained in Government Code 
Section 54957.6. 

Following the Mayor's statement regarding Redevelopment 
Agency considerations (set forth in the Redevelopment Agency 
meeting minutes of April 7, 1987), the City Council/ 
Redevelopment Agency recessed to a joint Executive Session, 
the hour being.9:00 p.m. 

The City Council/Redevelopment Agency returned at 9:11 
p.m. and no City Council action was taken as a ~esult of 
this Executive Session (see the Redevelopment Agency minutes 
of April 7, 1987 for Agency action taken). 

23. ADJOURNMENT: 

The City Council/Redevelopment Agency formally ad
journed the meeting at 9:12 p.m. in memory of: 

Charles Edward 

and 

Charles W. Gustafson. 

* * * 

cferkoftne Cit'yof Tor~ance 

Marlene Lewis 
Minute Secretary 
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