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November 18, 1986 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1, CALL TO ORDER: 

The Torrance City Council convened in a regular meeting on 
Tuesday, November 18, 1986, at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers 
at Torrance City Hall. 

2 . ROLL CALL : 

Present: Councilmembers Applegate, Hardison, Mock, 
Nakano, Walker, Wirth and Mayor Ge..i.ssert. 
(Note: Councilman Mock left the meeting 
at approximately 11:45 p.m.) 

Absent: None. 

Also Present: City Manager Jackson, 
City Attorney Remelmeyer, 
and Staff Representatives. 

3. FLAG SALUTE AND INVOCATION: 

The salute to the Flag was led by Ms. Ilene Anderson. 

Paster Al Mace of the First Baptist Church provided the 
invocation for the meeting. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to approve the City 
Council minutes of October 14, 1986, as recorded. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Mock and roll call vote was unaninK 1sly 
favor2.ble. 
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5. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Applegate MOVED that after tr_ City Clerk has 
assigned a number and read title to any resolution or ordinance 
on tonight's agenda, the further reading thereof be waived, 
reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember the right to 
demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in regular 
order. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

6. WITHDRAWN OR DEFERRED ITEMS: 

Item 17e: REQUEST BY GROUP W REGARDING TRANSFER OF 
TORRANCE CABLE FRANCHISE - Cc_s~inued to 
December 9, 1986. 

Item 17f: REQUEST BY GROUP W REGARDING THE APPROVAL 
OF THE SALE OF CORPORATE STOCK - Continued to 
December 9, 1986. 

See Page 21 for formal actioL on the above 
matters. 

7. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

Community Planning and Design Committee 
Met November 17, 1986 
Subject: 40-foot R-2 Lots 
Report forthcoming: to meet in 
1987 re R-3 Lots and Condominiums. 

Public Safety Committee: 
November 25, 1986, 5:30 p.m. 
Third Floor Assembly Room 
Subject: Hazardous Material 

Rose Float Committee: 
Rose Ball 
December 6, 1986 
Holiday Inn 

Rose Parade 
January 1, 1987 
Parade and bus tickets availablP 

at the Recreation Center. 

Queen's High Tea 
December 10, 1986 
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Rose Float Decoration 
Final sign up November 20, 1986 
City Hall Council Chambers. 

As a reminder of the Rose Ball on December 6, complimentary rose 
stickers were distributed to those present by Rose Float 
Association President Georgean Griswold and Ms. Judy Dishon. 

Heard out of order at this time ... 

22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

22a. At Mayor Geissert's request, Rose Float Association 
President Griswold provided a brief update on the 1986 Torrance 
float, "Bully for the British", and related activities. 
Ms. Griswold elucidated that this year's entry will be escorted 
by four officers of the British Cavalry. 

22b. Councilman Mock requested recognition of those British 
Officers who participate in the parade on the City's behalf. 
Staff was so advised. 

22c. It was requested by City Clerk Wilson that interviews for 
Commission vacancies anticipated upon the expiration of terms in 
January be conducted on January 13, 1987. There were no 
objections, and it was so ordered by Mayor Geissert. 

Continuing to hear matters out of order, the Council now 
considered ... 

8. COMMUNITY MATTERS: 

8c. PROCLAMATION proclaiming the week of November 23 through 
29, 1986 ''1986 California Family Week." 

SO PROCLAIMED by Mayor Geissert. 

241 

8b. PROCLAMATION proclaiming the period of November 28 through 
December 23, 1986 as "Toys for Tots Month." 

SO PROCLAIMED by Mayor Geissert and accepted with 
appreciation by Chief Warrant Officer Tomka of the Marine Corps 
3rd Air Naval Gun Liaison Company who encouraged participation in 
this program. 
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8a. PRESENTATION OF RESOLUTIONS AND PLAQUES COMMEMORATING 
THE DEDICATION OF MADRONA MARSH TO THE CITY OF TORRANCE: 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-256 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE COMMENDING THE 
FRIENDS OF MADRONA MARSH FOR THEIR 
TIRELESS EFFORTS OVER MANY YEARS TO 
PRESERVE THE MARSH AND CONGRATULATING 
THEM ON THE OCCASION OF THE CITY'S 
RECEIPT OF TITLE TO THE MARSH PROPERTY 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 86-256. His motion was seconded by Councilman Mc ·_: k, and 
carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-257 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE COMMENDING THE TORRANCE 
INVESTMENT COMPANY AND SANTA FE LAND 
IMPROVEMENT COMPANY FOR THEIR DEDICATION 
AND SALE OF LAND TO FOREVER PROTECT THE 

MADRONA MARSH 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 86-257. Seconded by Councilman Walker, the motion carried by 
unanimous roll call vote. 

A historical synopsis of efforts to save the Madrona Marsh 
was provided by Mayor Geissert. 

Framed copies of Resolution No. 86-257 were graciously 
accepted by Mr. Brian Webber, representing Santa Fe Land 
Improvement Company (who acknowledged the efforts of City 
Attorney Remelmeyer, Assistant City Attorney Quale and other 
persons involved in the Madrona Marsh settlement); and Mr. Shurl 
Curci and Mr. Ray Watt of Torrance Investment Company. 

The Mayor extended special thanks to Mr. Ray Watt whom she 
felt opened the doors to successful negotiations. 

Resolution No. 86-256 was presented by Mayor Geissert to 
Friends of the Madrona Marsh President, Georgean Grisw·ld, for 
sa£ekeeping and to share with all of the Friends of the Madrona 
Marsh. 
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Recognized for their dedicated service to the Community 
with plaques presented by Mayor Geissert on behalf of the City 
Council and the people of Torrance were former Friends of the 
Madrona Marsh Presidents Sam Suitt, Grace Lear, and Bill 
Arrowsmith; Mr. George Shaw, husband of former President Betty 
Shaw; and current President Georgean Griswold. 

Also presented at this time by the Mayor was her personal 
check to the City for the purpose of establishing a special 
memorial fund in the name of Betty Shaw to be used for the 
enhancement of Madrona Marsh. 

* * * 
The Mayor called a brief recess at 6:20 p.m. during which 

a reception was held by the Friends of the Madrona Marsh. 

At 6:47 p.m., the City Council reconvened and considered 
the following matter out of order. 

* * * 

22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS (CONTINUED): 

22a through 22c were heard earlier; see Page 3. 

22d. Mayor Geissert announced that the City received an 
extensive collection of American classics translated into 
Japanese donated by the Kumon Educational Institute. 
The book of titles and a commemorative plaque were presented by 
the Mayor to Ms. Karen Isaac, Library Programs Administrator, who 
graciously accepted this donation on behalf of the Torrance 
Library. Ms. Isaac joined the Mayor in extending thanks both to 
the Kumon Educational Institute and to Councilman Nakano, who 
arranged for the donation. 

22e, Councilman Nakano suggested that the books donated by the 
Kumon Institute would benefit those persons learning to read and 
write Japanese as well as the Asian population of the City. 

Regular agenda order was resumed at this time. 
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14. PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

14a. APPROVAL OF NEW CLASS SPECIFICATION AND SALARY RAN':::!!: 
FOR CABLE TELEVISION OPERATIONS ASSISTANT: 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION, 
THE PERSONNEL DEPARTMENT AND THE CITY MANAGER: 

The Civil Service Conunission and the Personnel 
Department reconunend approval of the proposed 
class specification for Cable Television Operations 
Assistant, and the City Manager reconunends adoption 
of the necessary Supplemental Memorandum of Understanding. 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-265 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE SETTING FORTH CERTAIN CHANGES 
REGARDING HOURS, WAGES, AND WORKING CONDITIONS 
FOR EMPLOYEES REPRESENTED BY THE EXTERNALLY 
FUNDED AND LIMITED TENURE EMPLOYEES AMENDING 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-169 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 86-265. His mo~ion, seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, 
carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

Councilman Wirth requested that a new organization0l chart 
be provided for Cable Conununications to reflect recent F~~3onnel 
changes in that department. His request was so noted by the 
Cable Television Administrator. 

14b. CLASS TITLE CHANGE FROM SENIOR SECRETARY TO 
ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY/AIDE AND REVISION 
OF THE CLASS SPECIFICATION: 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 
AND THE PERSONNEL DEPARTMENT: 

The Civil Service Conunission and the Personnel Department 
reconunend approval of the class title change from 
Senior Secretary to Administrative Secretary/Aide 
and adoption of the revised class specification. 
The Torrance Professional and Supervisory Associa-c.J ,n 
(TPSA) concurs in this recommendation. 

MOTION: A motion to concur with the reconunendation of the 
Civil Service Conunission and the Personnel Department was offered 
by Councilman Applegate, seconded by Councilman Mock, and 
unanimously approved by roll call vote. 
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14c. APPROVAL OF REVISED CLASS SPECIFICATION FOR 
POLICE RECORDS SUPERVISOR: 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 
AND THE PERSONNEL DEPARTMENT: 

The Civil Service Commission and the Personnel 
Department recommend approval of the revised 
class specification for Police Records Supervisor. 
Torrance Professional and Supervisory Association 
(TPSA) concurs in this recommendation. 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to concur with the 
recommendation of the Personnel Department and the Civil Service 
Commission. Seconded by Councilman Walker, the motion carried by 
unanimous roll call vote. 

14d. APPROVAL OF REVISED CLASS SPECIFICATION 
FOR REFUSE TRUCK OPERATOR: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The Civil Service Commission and Personnel Department 
recommend approval of the revised class specification for 
Refuse Truck Operator. Torrance Municipal Employees 
(AFSCME, Local 1117) concurs in this recommendation. 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano, seconded by Councilman Walker, 
moved to concur with the recommendation of the Personnel 
Department and the Civil Service Commission. The motion carried 
by unanimous roll call vote. 

15. 

!Sa. 

HEARINGS: 

PP 86-25, GAYBERT B. AND CAROLYN C. LITTLE 
PUBLIC HEARING CONTINUED FROM OCTOBER 21, 1986: 

Mayor Geissert announced that this was the time and place 
for continued City Council consideration of an administrative 
appeal of a Planning Commission decision to allow the 
construction of a first- and second-story addition to an existing 
single-family residence in the Hillside Overlay District in the 
R-1 zone at 328 Avenida Atezada, PP 86-25, GAYBERT B. AND CAROLYN 
C. LITTLE. 

Planning Director Ferren stated belief that all of the 
parties had reached an agreement in this matter. Given this 
information, the Council decided to waive the staff presentation. 
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The public hearing was closed pursuant to a motion by 
Councilman Applegate, seconded by Councilman Walker, and 
unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

At Mayor Geissert's request, City Clerk Wilson read number 
and title to •.. 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-266 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING A PRECISE 
PLAN OF DEVELOPMENT AS PROVIDED FOR IN 
DIVISION 9, CHAPTER 6, ARTICLE 2, OF THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF A FIRST- AND SECOND-STORY 
ADDITION TO AN EXISTING 2-STORY SINGLE-FAMILY 
RESIDENCE IN THE HILLSIDE OVERLAY DISTRICT IN 
THE R-1 ZONE AT 328 AVENIDA ATEZADA 
PP 86-25; GAYBERT B. AND CAROLYN C. LITTLE 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 86-266. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Walker, and unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

Councilwoman Hardison indicated her pleasure that the 
parties to this issue were able to work out a compromise. 

15b. W 86-14, CHARMAINE B. NAMON: 

Mayor Geissert announced that this was the time and place 
for City Council consideration of an Administrative Appeal of a 
Planning Commission approval of a Waiver to allow Construction of 
a Second Residential Unit at less than the Code required side and 
rear yard setbacks in the R-2 Zone at 2203 Arlington Avenue, 
W 86-14, CHARMAINE B. NAMON. 

Proof of publication was provided by the City Clerk and it 
was ordered filed without objection. 

The staff presentation and clarification as needed was 
provided by Planning Associate Gibson, who advised that the 
Planning Commission and the Planning Department recommend denial 
of the appeal and approval of the request, subject to conditions. 
Mr. Gibson also noted that staff is asking as a condition of 
approval that the 13 foot distance between the existing and 
proposed stru~tures be reduced so that the rear setback will be 
closer to the 10 foot minimum required by Code. 
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Proponent Charmaine B. Namon reviewed the design of the 
second unit and the reasons therefor. She maintained that the 
bedroom and bath facilities and family room, as proposed in the 
downstairs area, are necessary to accommodate the health needs of 
her mother and daughter. To substantiate this claim, she 
presented a letter from her mother's physician stating that her 
mother would benefit greatly from not having to go up and down 
stairs for health reasons (correspondence of record from 
Sunila N. Fuster, M.D., A.A.F.P., dated November 17, 1986). 

Ms. Namon had no intention, she said, of "bootlegging" an 
apartment upstairs. She indicated that the existing house would 
be rented and that she and her family would inhabit the new unit. 
This speaker submitted for the record letters from 8 to 10 
members of her neighborhood in support of the project. 

While at the podium, the proponent agreed with staff's 
recommendation that the proposed unit be placed three feet closer 
to the existing house, reducing the amount of rear setback 
modification. 

Addressing concerns voiced by Councilwoman Hardison 
relative to modification of the rear yard setback, Ms. Namon 
maintained that the width of the alley abutting the second unit 
would be adequate with the rear yard setback modification 
proposed. 

As no one else from the audience wished to be heard on 
this matter, Councilman Applegate, seconded by Councilman Walker, 
moved to close the public hearing. It was so ordered by Mayor 
Geissert following a unanimously favorable roll call vote. 

Mrs. Hardison clarified her concerns to be the possible 
addition of a third unit and need for full alley access if the 
adjacent R-3 Zone to the west of the site is fully developed in 
the future. She therefore favored a partial granting of the 
Waiver to allow the side yard setback, only, subject to a 
condition of approval prohibiting the installation of an exterior 
stairwell .. 

A motion was offered by Mr. Applegate as follows. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to deny the appeal and 
concur with the Planning Department recommendation to allow a 
six-foot side yard setback, an eight-foot rear yard setback, and 
allow for a minimum of ten feet between the two buildings with 
the following conditions: 
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1. That there be no external stairway: and 

2. That use of the property be limited to no more 
than two units. 

His motion was seconded by Councilman Mock. 

A substitute motion was offered by Councilwoman Hardison. 

SUBSTITUTE MOTION: Councilwoman Hardison moved to grant 
the side yard setback modification subject to Conditions 1 and 2 
above and to deny the rear yard setback modification. The motion 
was seconded by Councilman Wirth. 

In response to a question by the Mayor, Planning AssociatE 
Gibson advised that passage of the substitute motion would 
require a two-foot reduction to the proposed unit (approximately 
74 square feet), and revision of the drawings. Mayor Geissert 
stated her support of the main motion. 

Believing the unit would be for family use, ensured by the 
conditions suggested, and not a major change in the character of 
the neighborhood, Councilman Nakano also supported the main 
motion. 

Councilman Wirth requested and received verification from 
staff that a two-foot rear yard Waiver would be preferred as 
opposed to a waiver reducing the distance between units to eight 
feet primarily for safety reasons. 

The SUBSTITUTE MOTION, to grant the side yard Waiver 
subject to conditions and deny the rear yard Waiver, failed to 
carry as indicated by the following roll call vote: 

AYES: Councilmembers Hardison and Wirth. 

NOES: Councilmembers Applegate, Mock, Nakano, Walker 
and Mayor Geissert. 

The MAIN MOTION to deny the appeal and grant the Waiver to 
allow a six foot side yard Waiver, a two-foot rear yard Waiver, 
and to allow 10 feet between the units subject to conditions that 
prohibit an exterior staircase and require that an agreement be 
prepared and signed by the property owner assuring the City that 
the property wi.!.l not be used for more than two uni ts at. any time 
in the future, C~RRIED by the unanimous roll call vote with a 
comment by Councilman Wirth. 

Mr. Wirth asked that the plan check be expedited to the 
extent possible. 
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15c. PROPOSED VACATION OF A PORTION OF SIERRA STREET 
BETWEEN THE AT & SF RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY AND 
THE NORTHERLY PROLONGATION OF THE WESTERLY LINE 
OF LOT 1, BLOCK 64, TORRANCE TRACT: 

Mayor Geissert announced that this was the time and the 
place for City Council consideration of the proposed vacation of 
a portion of Sierra Street between the AT & SF Railroad 
right-of-way and the northerly prolongation of the westerly line 
of Lot 1, Block 64, Torrance Tract -- Hearing. Proponent and 
Beneficiary: Marko. McManus. 

City Engineer Burtt drew the Council's attention to 
supplemental material to Item 15c showing the proposed 
development and land use. 

Upon request by Mayor Geissert, City Clerk Wilson 
presented the affidavit of publishing and posting, and it was 
o.rdered filed without objection. 

The Mayor asked if anyone present wished to be heard on 
this matter. There being no response, Councilmember Applegate, 
seconded by Councilmember Wirth moved to close the public 
hearing. His motion carried by unanimous roll call vote, 
whereupon Dr. Wilson read title and number to ... 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-267 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE ORDERING THE VACATION OF THAT PORTION 
OF SIERRA STREET BETWEEN THE AT & SF RAILROAD 
RIGHT-OF-WAY AND THE NORTHERLY PROLONGATION OF 
THE WESTERLY LINE OF LOT 1 BLOCK 64, TORRANCE 

TRACT, IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 86-267. Councilman Walker seconded the motion, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

17. 

17a. 

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

City Attorney Remelmeyer advised that the City has filed 
an Eminent Domain proceeding to acquire the Fred Smith House and 
requested an Executive Session to discuss this pending litigation 
with the City Council prior to consideration of Item 17b 
(pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9[a]). 
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Mayor Geissert announced that the City Council would 
recess to a closed Executive Session to discuss the matter set 
forth above. 

At 7:25 p.m. the City Council of the City of Torrance 
recessed to Executive Session, returning at 7:46 p.m. to consider 
Item 17b. (See Pages 11, 20, and 30 for subsequent Executive 
Sessions held later in the evening.) 

17b. CONFIRMATION OF NECESSITY OF EMERGENCY ACTION 
TO PROTECT J . BAUMAN AND H. SMITH PROPERTY: 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER: 

The City Manager recommends that the Mayor and City 
Council concur with the action taken (allowing the 
work to proceed using the police powers of the 
City) and authorize the winterization plan to proceed 
as soon as possible. 

It is further recommended that appropriate easement 
agreements be negotiated with the affected property 
owners and returned for City Council approval. 

At Mayor Geissert's request, Director of Building and 
Safety Grippo described measures necessary to temporarily 
winterize the landslide area between Via Corona and Vista Largo. 
Protection of the slope, he explained, requires a temporary 
soldier pile wall that would require the installation of tie-back 
anchors under the properties at 4722 and 4726 Via Corona 
(properties of J. Bauman and H. Smith, respectively) to hold the 
top of the wall into the slope. 

In order to install the anchorage system, Mr. Grippo 
reported that it is necessary for the City to obtain easements 
under the subject properties, which would delay needed action. 

Considering this to be a state of emergency, it was the 
Building and Safety Director's recommendation that the work be 
allowed to proceed under the City's police powers in order to 
provide temporary protection as soon as possible. 

In response to inquiries by the Mayor, Mr. Grippo referred 
to Page 46 of agenda material and read an excerpt from 
November 13, 1986 correspondence (of record) from Mr. Leonard T. 
Evans, Jr., Ph.D., Converse Consultants of Pasadena, the City's 
consultant, who was present in the audience: 
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"The wall system should be constructed as soon 
as possible before the forthcoming rainy season. " 

Mr. Grippo assured the Mayor that the anchors would be installed 
diagonally from the Fred Smith site and would be 60 feet 
underground, with no visible evidence of the anchorage on the 
J. Bauman or H. Smith properties. 

Director of Building and Safety Grippo advised the City 
Attorney that "time is of the essence" and the state of emergency 
such, because of the beginning of the rainy season, that the City 
should not wait another week to obtain permission of the property 
owners to go under their property. He opined that it would be in 
the best interests of the property owners as well as the City to 
move ahead. 

Mayor Geissert invited the audience to speak to the issue. 

Mr. John Bauman, 4722 Via Corona, stated his desire that 
the winterization process proceed quickly. Mr. Bauman opined 
that the City could have proceeded to negotiate with him on this 
matter, negating the need for emergency action relative to his 
property. 

City Manager Jackson advised that the City would continue 
negotiations pending receipt of the final draft of the agreement 
from the City Attorney's office. It was his hope that an 
agreement with ~he property owners could be reached before work 
commenced; however, he reiterated the need to move forward as 
quickly as possible. 

In answer to Councilwoman Hardison's direct inquiry, City 
Attorney Remelmeyer advised that the subject agreement would be 
drafted by the close of City business on Wednesday, November 19, 
1986. He further confirmed, to Mayor Geissert's query, that he 
intended to meet with the property owners on Thursday, 
November 20. 

MOTION: Councilwoman Hardison moved to concur with the 
action of the City Manager, authorizing that the winterization 
plan proceed as soon as possible, and to concur with the 
recommendation of the City Manager that appropriate easement 
agreements be negotiated with the affected property owners and 
returned for City Council approval. 

Mr. Walker seconded the motion, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable. 
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17c. PROPOSED CONTRACT FOR INSURANCE CONSULTING SERVICES 
FOR THE PERIOD NOVEMBER 19, 1986 TO NOVEMBER 19, 1987: 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER: 

It is the recommendation of the City Manager that 
the City Council adopt the attached resolution 
awarding a contract to provide insurance consulting 
services for the period November 19, 1986 to 
November 19, 1987 at an annual fee not to exceed 
$900.00 per month or $10,800.00 per year to 
Helling and Associates. 

Funding for this service will be taken from the 
City Manager's 1986-87 insurance budget. 

At Mayor Geissert's request, City Clerk Wilson read title 
and number to ... 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-268 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR AND 
CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST A CONTRACT WITH 
HELLING AND ASSOCIATES FOR INSURANCE CONSULTING 

SERVICES 

MOTION: ·councilman Nakano moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 86-268. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Mock and unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

17d. SALE OF SURPLUS CITY-OWNED PROPERTY - SONOMA STREET SUMP: 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE LAND MANAGEMENT TEAM AND 
CITY MANAGER: 

The Land Management Team and City Manager recommend that 
the City Council take the following action: 

1. Adopt a Resolution declaring the Sonoma 
Street Sump surplus property and 
approving the sale of said site to 
Storm Industries, Inc. for the price of 
$104,000 per lot. 

2. Approve a License and Indemnity Agreement 
with Storm Industries for the fill and 
compaction of the site in accordance with 
pre-established guidelines. 
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Assistant City Manager Ng, Chairman of the Land Management 
Team, requested Council concurrence with the recommendation and 
asked that the City Attorney be directed to prepare the necessary 
escrow instructions as well as the license agreement to allow 
Storm Industries to proceed with the fill and compaction of the 
sump. 

Councilwoman Hardison requested and received assurance 
from City Engineer Burtt that, if agreed to, the filling of the 
Sonoma Street Sump would only be allowed to progress to a certain 
level pending the completion of improvements to protect the 
residents of the area in case of a 50-year storm. Excavation of 
the El Dorado sump would take place when there is no longer a 
need for the Sonoma Sump, Mr. Burtt advised. 

Assistant City Manager Ng clarified·that the City will not 
close escrow and finalize the sale of the sump until all the 
necessary storm drain work has been completed. 

record: 

The Mayor entertained comments from the audience. 

Mr. Anthony Santini, 3109 Sonoma Street, stated for the 

"Since I have witnessed Sonoma Street flooded above 
the sidewalks during a heavy storm every year for 
the past 13 years. I have no alternative but to 
consider the City of Torrance and the City Council 
liable if this sump is developed and my home sustai.'ns 
water damage. 

In 1976 when the five homes along the north side of 
Sonoma Sump were planned, a suggestion was made to 
run Onrado Street through to Maple. The City Engineer's 
study then determined that this would reduce the needed 
capacity of the Sonoma Sump and that the sump was the 
only means of flood control for Sonoma and its adjacent 
streets. That was in 1976." 

Mr. Santini questioned how it was determined by a study in 

1986 that the Sonoma Sump is no longer needed. 

In response, City Engineer Burtt advised that the 
selection of which sump to preserve was based on the clear title 
and availability of the El Dorado Sump over the Sonoma Sump. He 
offered assurance that the hydrology of the area had been studied 
and that there would be adequate storage for a 50-year storm with 
the pumping facilities that would be installed as a protective 
measure. 
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Next to speak was Mr. Dave Saliba, 1505 Florwood Avenue, 
who reported that the Samona Sump has been more·than half full on 
several occasions in the 16-17 years he has resided at this 
location. Mr. Saliba reiterated information given by Mr. Santini 
and noted problems of title to Sonoma Sump property and the need 
for open space and parks in the subject area. 

Having spoken, he said, to Mr. Gene Bourbonnaise, the 
former City Engineer, Mr. Santini suggested this item be 
postponed to allow Mr. Bourbonnaise an opportunity to provide 
clarification relative to studies conducted in previous years. 

Before leaving the podium, this speaker asked the Council 
to consider the concerns of residents. 

Ms. Diane Rock, 3114 Sonoma Street, stated her concern 
that drainage would be slower without the Sonoma Sump, resulting 
in the exaggeration of existing erosion problems caused by 
standing water. 

It was clarified by City Engineer Burtt that drainage 
water currently flows by gravity and would continue to flow by 
gravity with the changes proposed. A low-capacity pump would be 
installed at the the El Dorado Sump to be used during 
extraordinary conditions, only, he explained, and a back up pump 
would be readily available at the Street Department. 

Speaking on behalf of the members of the Madrona 
Homeowners Association and their neighbors, Mr. Ed Greene, 3205 
Onrado Street: 

Reviewed the history of flooding problems 
related to the Sonoma and El Dorado sumps 
and immediate area: 

Advised of a geological soil condition in 
the area known as "hard pan," a hard impervious 
layer which causes water to disperse laterally 
and aggravates flooding problems in the area: 

Advised of aesthetically "deplorable" sump 
conditions and suggested the sumps be retained 
and simultaneously utilized for recreational purposes: 

Noted that sumps have been considered part of the 
open space in the conununity; 
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Noted opposition to construction of the five homes 
on the north side of the Sonoma Sump and a declaration 
by the City at that time that this property would 
forever remain a sump to meet the 50-year storm 
requirement; 

Noted that the agenda material contradicts the 
opinion of the City in previous years; 

Maintained that engineering data he requested 
at the October 7, 1986 City Council meeting was 
not made available and that no details as 
to street access, traffic pattern, or development 
had been provided; 

Questioned how the City would get the potential 
"sea" at Sonoma Street and Florwood Avenue to 
run "uphill" to the storm drain; 

Reviewed the economics of the proposal and questioned 
the selection of the Sonoma Sump over the El Dorado 
Sump from an economic standpoint; 

Referred to the agenda item (of record) noting 
that the sump property is described as Lot 158 
of Tract 18747 on Page 23 and as Lot 6 of 
Tract 3301 on Page 6; 

Opined that Sonoma Sump property was quitclaimed to 
the City based on the City's declaration that the 
sump would always remain a sump to meet the 
50-year storm requirement and speculated that 
development of the sump would lead to litigation 
by the granters; 

Suggested that the legal status of the property should 
be clarified before the City proceeds with the issue; 

Questioned "who" would be liable if and when there 
is a heavy storm and water backs up into homes in 
the vicinity because of the changes proposed. 

Ms. Shirley Turner, 23216 Juniper urged the Council to 
consider statements by Mr. Greene and stated her opinion that the 
sale of the Sonoma Sump would be a mistake. She suggested, 
instead, that sump property be preserved and developed for 
recreational uses. 
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For the benefit of Mr. Rick Gaunt, Jr. of 2812 West 232nd 
Street, Street Superintendent Richard Garcia verified that, to 
his recollection, the Sonoma Sump and the El Dorado Sump have 
never been full at the same time. It was Mr. Gaunt's opinion 
that the added depth proposed for the El Dorado Sump would 
facilitate drainage water from the Sonoma area and that sump 
property would be unsuitable for recreational purposes. 

Representing Storm Industries as their Civil Engineer was 
Mr. Steve Cummins of Dalcin Cummins Associates, who explained the 
function of sumps and storm drain systems from an engineering 
standpoint and offered assurance that the system planned would 
greatly improve the streets by getting the water underground to 
the El Dorado Sump and out of the Sonoma area. 

A "50-year storm" that took place in 1955 was recalled by 
Mr. Charles Hestwood, 3305 Onrado Street, who reviewed the 
history of flooding in the subject area prior to installation of 
storm drains, and noted some of the measures taken to facilitate 
drainage in the area. 

Councilwoman Hardison stated her desire that the 
engineering of the project be completed before the filling of the 
Sonoma Sump. She requested and received verification from City 
Engineer Burtt that adequate capacity would be maintained in the 
Sonoma Sump to meet the 50-year storm requirement prior to 
completion of the storm drain improvements. Mr. Burtt further 
advised that the contractor would be required to have a pump 
available in case of extraordinary circumstances and that 
positioning of the fill material would be closely monitored by 
staff. 

Mr. Rick Gaunt, Sr., 2312 West 232nd Street, supported 
staff's opinion and elucidated, per the licensing agreement, that 
Maple Avenue must be used for site ingress and egress. 
Therefore, all fill work would be from Maple Avenue, per Speaker 
Gaunt. 

It was Councilman Applegate's observation that the plan 
proposed has been successfully executed in the past with the 
closing of the Victor Sump. He supported the recommendation, 
expressing his confidence in the professional opinion set forth 
by City staff, and stated the reasons therefor. 

Councilman Wirth noted his intent to comment under "Oral 
Communications" on how nice it w"""s to drive down Anza Avenue 
without problems during the recent storm. However, he expressed 
concern that the drainage plan proposed may not be adequate based 
on testimony received relative to the previous City Engineer's 
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repqrt (see statement by Mr. Santini, Page 15. Mr. Wirth stated 
his desire to review this report and to see a more detailed 
d~ainage plan prior to making a determination. 

Clarification was provided by City Manager Jackson that 
the subject report recommended that only one of the two sumps be 
sold, but not both. 

Mayor Geissert said she supported the staff 
re c: ommendation, noting that the d .ecision to market the Sonoma 
Sump was actually made by Council at the October 7 meeting and 
that the profit realized, in part, would be earmarked for 
enhancements to the Greenwood School site which is intended to 
serve the subject area. 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to concur with the 
recommendation of the Land Management Team. Councilman Applegate 
seconded the motion. (This motion ultimately carried; see 
below.) 

Mr. Newton of 3118 Sonoma Street, a 20-year resident, 
advised that the water was over curb level during a light rain 
the night before. He expressed concern relative to flood damage 
to his home as a result of the proposal at hand and repeated 
Mr. Ed Greene's earlier question as to who would be responsible 
in the event of such damage. 

Pursuant to the City Engineer's report Mr. Remelmeyer 
proposed that the risk of liability to the City would not be 
increased under the proposed system. The "totality of 
circumstances" dictates the decision in such cases, he said. 

In response to concerns raised by Mr. Greene as to the 
"cloud" on the title to the Sonoma Sump, City Attorney Remelmeyer 
observed, that the marketability of title would normally be 
determined by the title company. 

The motion to concur with the recommendation of the Land 
Management Team CARRIED by majority vote as indicated below. 

to ... 

AYES: Councilmembers Applegate, Mock, Nakano, 
Walker and ~ayor Geissert. 

NOES: Councilmembers Hardison and Wirth. 

Upon request by the Mayor, City Clerk Wilson read title 
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RESOLUTION NO. 86-269 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE APPROVING THE SALE OF THE SONOMA 
STREET SUMP TO STORM INDUSTRIES, INC., AND 
APPROVING A LICENSE AGREEMENT FOR STORM 
INDUSTRIES TO ENTER THE SUMP AND TO COMMENCE 

WORK THEREIN 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 86-269. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Walker and carried by the following majority vote. 

AYES: Councilmembers Applegate, Mock, Nakano, 
Walker and Mayor Geissert. 

NOES: Councilmembers Hardison and Wirth. 

* * * 

At 9:15 p.m. the Mayor called a brief recess. 

Th~ City Council reconvened at 9:35 p.m. and immediately 
convened in Joint Session with the Redevelopment Agency of the 
City of Torrance. 

17a. EXECUTIVE SESSION (CONTINUED): 

During the Joint Session of the City Council/Redevelopment 
Agency, Agency Counsel Remelmeyer requested a closed Joint 
Executive Session to allow the Members of the Agency to confer 
with him, as the Agency's legal counsel, concerning the 
Redevelopment Agency of the City of Torrance v. Cool, et al, Los 
Angeles Superior Court Case Number CS44904. 

At 9:48 p.m., the City Council/Redevelopment Agency 
recessed to a Joint Executive Session, reconvening at 9:58 p.m. 
No action was taken as a result of this session. 

The Redevelopment Agency adjourned at 9:58 p.m., at which 
time the City Council resumed regular agenda order. 

* * * 
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Considered together ... 

17e. 

17f. 

REQUEST OF GROUP W REGARDING TRANSFER OF TORRANCE 
CABLE FRANCHISE; 

and 

REQUEST FOR GROUP W TO APPROVE THE SALE OF 
CORPORATE STOCK: 

As announced earlier (see Item 6, Page 2), City Manager 
Jackson requested a continuance to December 9, 1986 to allow the 
consultant more time to study and analyze material relative to 
Items 17e and 17f. He advised that Group W had been contacted 
and had no objection to a postponement. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to continue Items 17e, 
and 17f, (requests by Group W regarding transfer of Torrance 
Cable Franchise and approval of the sale of corporate stock, 
respectively), to December 9, 1986 at 7:00 p.m. Councilman Mock 
seconded the motion and it was so ordered by Mayor Geissert 
without objection. 

17g. SALE OF THE VICTOR PRECINCT SUMP: 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE LAND MANAGEMENT TEAM AND 
CITY MAN}\GER: 

The Land Management Team and the City Manager recommend 
that the City Council take the following action: 

1. Adopt the Resolution approving the 
sale of Victor Precinct Sump to s. M. Ramm 
and Associates for the amount of $2.9 
million and direct the City Attorney to 
draw up escrow instructions and open 
escrow withs. M. Ramm and Associates. 

2. Direct the City Attorney to prepare a 
License and Indemnity Agreement to allow 
for site preparation work. 

Finance Note: The Acting Finance Director would intend 
to abi de by City Council's action on March 10, 1981 
(Page 12 of this agenda item). This action loaned 
$450,000 from the Sewer Revolving Fund and $250,000 
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from the General Fund Reserve for Improvements to 
fund the construction of the Spencer Street storm 
drain to eliminate the Victor Precinct Sump. It is 
therefore the recommendation of the Acting Finance 
Director that these loans be repaid from the proceeds 
of the sale of this sump site. 

The presentation supporting the above stated 
recommendation of the Land Management Team was provided by 
Assistant City Manager Ng, Chairman of the Team. 

Mr. Ng advised that the four proposals considered are 
conceptual in nature and the developer selected would be expected 
to adhere to the conceptual plan except as may be directed by the 
Planning Department, Planning Commission and City Council at a 
later date. 

To assure conformance by the developer selected, 
Mr. Ng said the Land Management Team and the City Manager 
recommend that the Council ask the City Attorney to include a 
provision in the escrow instructions that the close of escrow be 
contingent upon final approval of the Conditional Use Permit and 
the Tentative Tract Map by the City Council. 

Assistant City Manager Ng reported that he received a 
telephone call from adjacent property owners, Parnelli Jones and 
Vel Miletich, advising of their intent to proceed with the 
development plan for industrial and R & D office use and 0£ their 
desire to work with the developer selected for the compatibility 
of plans and setback. 

Councilman Mock stated his desire that conditions be added 
to the escrow instructions regarding adequate parking, acoustics 
and possibly a condition predicating the close of escrow on 
approval of the final plans by the City Council. 

Staff responded to concerns by Councilman Wirth regarding 
the timing and phasing of the project, and concerns by Mayor 
Geissert relative to setback. 

At the Mayor's request, the following information was 
provided by Planning Director Ferren relative to the buffer 
between residential and commercial uses allowed by each of the 
four conceptual plans: 

Dan E. Butcher: 

Allows for 30 to 35 feet between commercial uses 
and the back of residential structures. Garages 
face industrial property. 
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El Arbolado Development: 

Allows for 26 to 32 feet between units and industrial 
property. 

Milner Development Corporation: 

Provides between 15 and 16 feet between uses for 
three of the units, and 30 feet for all other units. 

s. M. Ramm and Associates: 

Allows for a 12-foot distance between the back of 
units and industrial uses. 

Mayor Geissert invited comments from the audience. 

Mr. Jim Delamyer, 20555 Earl Street, representing Parnelli 
Jones, clarified their intent to continue existing uses and 
increase engine testing. The corner lot will be developed to 
multi-tenant use, he said. Mr. Delamyer questioned that a 
12-foot buffer, as · proposed by the s. M. Ramm conceptual 
proposal, would be an adequate distance from an engine testing 
laboratory. 

Speaking on behalf of Milne.r Development Corporation, 
Mr. Reese Milner, 11111 Santa Monica Boulevard, Los Angeles, 
briefly emphasi~ed features that he felt made their site plan 
distinctive . 

Mr. Dan Butcher, 2371 Torrance Boulevard, advised that the 
35 feet of buffer between residential units and industrial uses 
allowed by the plan he submitted could be increased; indicated 
that additional guest parking spaces could be provided; and, at 
Councilman Wirth's request, described other units he has 
developed in the area. 

The next speaker, Mr. Tom Shukay, P. o. Box 743, El 
Segundo (mailing address), 3419 Bay View Drive, Manhattan Beach 
(home address), the President of El Arbolado Development, 
commented on the company's other construction in the City and the 
current proposal for the sump property which provides for open 
space in the middle of the development. Responding to inquiries 
by the Council, Mr. Shukay indicated that the buffer zone and 
guest parking could be increased in the plan submitted. 

Representing s. M. Ramm and Associates was Ms. Dianne 
Abbott, 12121 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, who explained the 
design aspects of their conceptual plan for the development of 
detached townhouses. 

-23-

City Council 
November 18, 1986 

261 



262 

Relative to the issue of a buffer zone, Ms. Abbott opined 
that the concern is actually noise and the quality of life for 
pe~pie located next to the buffer zone. She elucidated that Ramm 
obtained the services of Davey and Associates to perform a noise 
study, the results of which support the adequacy of the 12 foot 
setback with noise attenuation as proposed in their plan. 

In response to Councilwoman Hardison's question, Assistant 
City Manager Ng confirmed that no noise studies were conducted 
du :~ ng the evaluation of developers. He advised that it was the 
Land Management Team's feeling that the issue of noise could be 
dealt with during the preparation of final plans. It was his 
recommendation that such concerns be included in the conditions 
of sale to assure that they are adequately addressed. 

Mr. Ng also advised that the Team accepted as correct the 
conunents of the acoustical engineer hired bys. M. Ramm and 
Associates, relative to the adequacy of a 12-foot setback with 
certain noise attenuation measures implemented, such as the 
do1..1:0le glazing of windows. 

His concern being the development's compatibility with 
inC~strial uses and the manner in which the potential noise 
problem is mitigated, Councilman Walker favored as his first 
selection the conceptual plan proposed by Dan E. Butcher. He 
also felt comfortable, he .. said, with the Milner Development 
Corporation plan. 

Councilman Nakano said he was also concerned regarding the 
bu£:tE:aring of sound and therefore favored the Butcher proposal 
because it provides for the greatest distance between uses, and 
because of the location of the driveway and the positioning of 
the garages to face the eastern boundary. It was observed by 
Mr. Nakano that noise attenuation measures incorporated into the 
building design would be ineffective when residents of the 
condominiums are outside. 

Although he felt the Ramm proposal for detached homes was 
very creative and innovative, Councilman Mock opined that all 
foot buffer would not be sufficient even with noise attenuation 
measures. He stated his position to be in favor of the Butcher 
proposal. 

The need for housing for families with children made the 
Ramr:, proposal for detached housing look attractive as a concept 
to Councilman Wirth: he also favored, he said, the El Arbolado 
Development design concept with open space in the middle of the 
project. However, he ultimately took a position in favor of the 
Butcher conceptual plan. 
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Councilwoman Hardison maintained that noise testing should 
have been conducted and the setback and required noise mitigation 
measures determined prior to the solicitation of proposals. She 
liked, she said, the detached townhouse design, and would have 
voted for the Ramm proposal had the issue of noise been addressed 
to her satisfaction. A 12-foot setback would not be sufficient, 
in her opinion, and Mrs. Hardison advised that she would be 
voting for the Butcher proposal. 

Noting that the Land Management Team determined after 
considerable evaluation that Milner Development Corporation and 
s. M. Ramm and Associates were best qualified for this particular 
project (agenda material of record), Mr. Applegate said his 
choice had to be made between attached and detached condominiums. 
The detached condominiums as presented (S. M. Ramm and Associates 
conceptual plan), he opined, "is like building a house on a 
substandard lot" -- homes of 1,800 to 2,250 square feet called 
condominiums and placed on a small piece of ground. He therefore 
favored the Milner proposal ~s his first option. 

Mayor Geissert said she favored the Milner and Ramm 
proposals because <they are strong in the area of guest parking, a 
problem in condominium developments in the past. She noted that 
the Ramm proposal would provide wider streets to allow for 
on-street parking, which she commended. However, if was her 
opinion that the stand-alone housing suggested by Ramm would be 
too much for the site in question and she stated her preference 
for the Milner proposal. 

Ultimately, a motion was offered by Mr. Walker. 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to select Dan E. Butcher 
as the developer of the Victor Precinct Sump property. The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Nakano. 

Observing the direction of his fellow Councilmembers, 
Mr. Applegate said he would vote in favor of the Butcher 
proposal, but asked that a requirement be added to increase the 
amount of visitor parking from 30 to 45 spaces as provided in 
other proposals. 

Mr. Walker stated his concurrence with the recommendation; 
however, it was his preference that no specific number of 
additional spaces be assigned and that Mr. Butcher work with 
staff to expand guest parking to the extent possible. 

Opining that the number one problem with these types of 
developments is the lack of parking, not noise, Councilman 
Applegate strongly upheld his conviction that a specific number 
of spaces should be required and offered the following: 

-25-

City Council 
November 18, 1986 



264 

SUBSTITUTE MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to select 
Dan E. Butcher as the developer of Victor Precinct Sump property 
subje<: t to a condition that the number of visitor parking spaces 
be a minimum of 45 in number, with justification from staff if 
this is not achievable. 

Mayor Geissert seconded the motion. 

Councilman Wirth advised that he would appeal the decision 
of th~ Planning Commission if the issue of guest parking is not 
addressed to his satisfaction in the final plan approved by that 
body. 

Against "automatically and arbitrarily" requesting a 50 
perce::,-::. increase in guest parking, Councilman Walker said he 
would support the original motion. 

The SUBSTITUTE MOTION, designating Dan E. Butcher as the 
developer and req~iring that a minimum of 45 visitor parking 
space ... be provided, "if possible," FAILED TO CARRY as indicated 
below: 

AYES: Councilman Applegate and Mayor Geissert. 

NOES: Councilmembers Hardison, Mock, Nakano, 
Walker and Wirth. 

The MAIN.MOTION, to select Dan E. Butcher as the developer 
of th~ Victor Precinct Sump property, CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS ROLL 
CALL ·,/O'l'E. 

At the Mayor's request, City Clerk Wilson read title and 
number to the following resolution, amended to indicate that Dan 
E. Butcher would be purchaser. 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-270 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE APPROVING THE SALE OF 
THE VICTOR PRECINCT SUMP TO DANE. BUTCHER 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 86-270, as amended. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Walker and unanimously approved by roll call vote. 
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18a. 

SECOND READING ORDINANCES: 

ORDINANCE NO. 3177: 

ORDINANCE NO. 3177 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 74.6.1, 74.6.6, 
AND 74.6.8 OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO 
PROVIDE FOR THE MAINTENANCE AND REPLACEMENT 
OF TRAFFIC SIGNS, TRAFFIC STRIPING AND MARKINGS 

ON THE PAVEMENT 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved for the adoption of 
Ordinance No. 3177 at its second and final reading. Councilman 
Wirth seconded the motion, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

20. 

20a. 

CONSENT CALENDAR: 

COUNCIL AWARD OF CONTRACT: For the purchase of one (1) 
new budgeted-replacement MCI 3350 Telemetry Radio 
Expenditure: $5,902.14 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE DIRECTOR OF GENERAL SERVICES 

It is the recommendation of the Director of General 
Services that the City Council award a contract for 
the purchase of one telemetry radio for the Fire Depart
ment in the total amount of $5,902.14 (including tax) 
to Biocom, Inc. of Canoga Park, California. 

22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS; 

22a, 22b and 22c were heard earlier; see Page 3. 

22d and 22e were heard earlier; see Page 5. 

265 

22f. City Manager Jackson introduced Harlan L. Treskes, Acting 
Fire Chief (following the recent retirement of former Fire Chief 
DeYoung). A warm welcome was extend Acting Fire Chief Treskes by 
Mayor Geissert, speaking on behalf of her fellow Councilmembers. 
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22g. At Mayor Geissert's request, City Attorney Remelmeyer 
provided an update in the matter of Gerardin Corporation dba 
Peninsula T .. , iation Co., et al v. City of Torrance, et al, 
advising that, pending the formulation of an agreement, a ruling 
is anticipated by the end of the week that would prohibit 
Peninsula Aviation from selling jet fuel at the Airport. 

Speaking for her colleages on the Council, Mayor Geissert 
congratulated Mr. Remelmeyer for the successful resolve of this 
matter. 

22h. Councilman Applegate stated his understanding that the 
funds necessary to repair sidewalks damaged by the roots of a 
tree locat~d on the property owner's side of the walkway are 
reimbursable to the City under a homeowners' policy. He 
requested that the City Attorney pursue this possibility. 

22i. Councilwoman Hardison advised of a resident inquiry 
concerning a half street on 235th Place and the median area on 
Haas Avenue between 235th Place and 236th Street where trees are 
planted. She asked that the City Manager consult with the 
departments ~nvolved to resolve problems in these areas. The 
City Manager's Office will follow-up. 

22j. Councilwoman Hardison inquired whether Council would have 
a dark night between Christmas and New Years and the procedure 
therefor. ,T11e Mayor polled the Council and there were no 
objections voiced. 

22k. It was Councilwoman Hardison's stated desire that the 
matter of guest parking be addressed in the near future. 

221. Observing that he, Councilman Wirth, the City Manager and 
the City Attorney would all be out of town attending a conference 
on December 2, 1986, Councilman Mock asked that any major items 
be held until the following meeting. The City Manager was so 
directed. 

22m. The Transportation and Engineering Departments were 
commended by Councilman Nakano for repairing the "washboard" 
condition 0n Crenshaw Boulevard at 182nd Street and 190~h Street. 
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22n. Reporting that the bridge structure is in place and ready 
for finishing touches, Councilman Nakano commended Ted Porter and 
the Southern California Edison Company for the timely rebuilding 
of the McGruder Middle School pedestrian bridge on Prairie 
Avenue. 

220. Those present were apprised by Councilman Wirth that the 
annual/ John Kennedy Memorial Service will be held on November 23, 
1986, at 2:00 p.m., in Kennedy Square, Downtown Torrance, and 
that Mayor Donald Dear of Gardena will be the speaker. 

22p. For th_e record, Councilman Wirth repeated his earlier 
comment (see Page 18, last paragraph) that it was nice to drive 
down Anza Avenue and not have a flooding situation during the 
recent storm. 

22q. Ms. Marilyn Capra, 2501 Redondo Beach Boulevard, commented 
at length on problems related to obtaining a business license for 
her business Ragone Wagone, Inc., 22015 Hawthorne Boulevard. She 
referenced correspondence to the Mayor and Council (of record) 
and summarized points set forth therein. 

During the lengthy discussion that ensued, clarification 
was provided by staff relative to City Code requirements . 

. 
The City Manager suggested that the issue could not be 

readily resolved at this time and proposed that the City 
Attorney, Planning Department and City Manager's staff set up a 
meeting with Ms. Capra in an effort to resolve the problem. 

A temporary permit for immediate operation was requested 
by Ms. Capra. It was agreed that the City Manager would meet 
with the City Attorney and with Ms. Capra on November 19, 1986 to 
pursue the feasibility of such a permit. 

The Council now returned to ... 

17a. 

record: 

EXECUTIVE SESSION (CONTINUED): 

Mayor Geissert read the following statement into the 

The City Council will now recess to closed session 
for the purpose of conferring with the City Attorney 
regarding the following pending litigation cases to 
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which the City is a party. The authority for 
holding a closed session for this purpose is 
contaiL.::d in the provisions of Government Code 
Section 54956.9(a). 

1. The Gerardin Corporation dba Peninsula 
Aviation Co., et al v. City of Torrance, 
et al, United States District Court 
Case No. 86 5681 WJR (JRx). 

2. Lincoln Property Company v. City of 
Torrance, et al, Los Angeles Superior 
Court Case No. C607339. 

3. Lincoln Property Company v. City of 
Torrance, et al, United States District 
Court Case No. 86 CIV 4432 FFF (Px). 

4. SOAR v. City of Torrance, et al, United 
States District Court Case No. CV 9543. 

5. Figuera v. PERS, et al, San Franciso 
Superior Court Case No. 790213. 

6. Nobue Asato v. City of Torrance, Los 
Angeles Superior Court Case Numbers 
swc 72632. 

At 11:43 p.m., the Council took a ten minute recess, 
followed immediately by a Closed Executive Session for the purpose 
of conferring with the City Attorney on the matters set forth 
above. 

* * * 

Councilman Applegate announced that he would abstain in 
consideration of Lincoln Property and would leave the meeting room 
during that discussion. 

Councilman Mock left prior to the Executive Session at 
approximately 11:50 p.m. 

* * * 

The CitJ Council reconvened at 12:15 a.m. on November 19, 
1986, absent Councilman Mock. It was noted that Councilrec--ri 
Applegate abstained in matters concerning Lincoln Property and 
absented himself from the meeting room during that discussion. 
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As a result of this Executive Session, the following City 
Council action was taken. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with the 
recommendation of the City Attorney in the matter of The Gerardin 
Corporation dba Peninsula Aviation Co. 

Councilwoman Hardison seconded the motion, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable {absent Councilman Mock). 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to concur with the 
recommendation of the City Attorney regarding Lincoln Property 
Company v. City of Torrance. 

The motion was seconded by Councilman Wirth, and carried by 
the following roll call vote: 

AYES: Councilmembers Hardison, Nakano, Walker, Wirth 
and Mayor Geissert. 

NOES: None. 

ABSTAIN: Applegate. 

ABSENT: Mock. 

MOTION: There was a motion by Councilman Applegate to 
concur with the recommendation of the City Attorney in the matter 
of Figuera v. PERS, et al. , Councilman Wirth seconded the motion, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (absent Councilman 
Mock). 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate, seconded by Councilman 
Wirth, moved to concur with the City Attorney's recommendation in 
the matter of Nobue Asato v. City of Torrance. The motion carried 
by unanimous roll call vote (absent Councilman Mock). 

23. ADJOURNMENT: 

The hour being 12:17 a.m., November 19, 1986, Councilman 
Applegate moved to adjourn the November 18, 1986 City Council 
meeting to November 25, 1986 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council 
Chambers at Torrance City Hall, 3031 Torrance Boulevard. 

Councilwoman Hardison seconded the motion, and it was so 
ordered by Mayor Geissert without objection (absent Councilman 
Mock). 

Marlene Lewis 
Minute Secretary 

* * * 
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