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I N D E X 

Torrance City Council - October 2~, 1986 

SUBJECT: 

1. 
2. 
3. 

4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 

10a. 

12a. 
12b. 

14a. 

15a. 
15b. 

17a. 
17b. 
17c. 

18a. 

21a. 

22a. 
22b. 
22c. 
22d. 
22e. 

22f. 
22g. 
22h. 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 
Call to Order 
Roll Call 
Flag Salute and Invocation 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 
Approval of Minutes 
Motion to Waive Further Reading 
Withdrawn or Deferred Items 
Council Committee Meetings 

10. TRANSPORTATION/PUBLIC WORKS MA1·'fERS: 
Proposed Vacation of Storm Drain Easement 

12. PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 
Transfer of Southern Pacific Railroad Bridge 
Criteria for Conditional Use Permits 

14. PERSONNEL MATTERS: 
Supplemental MOU for TCEA 

15. HEARINGS: 
CUP 86-45, Fatburger Restaurant 
PP 86-25, Gaybert B. and Carolyn C. Little 

17. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 
Agreement 
Repair of 
Executive 

18. 
Ordinance 

21. 

re Purchase of Real Property 
Slope Failure 
s·ession 
SECOND READING ORDINANCES: 
No. 3176 
ADDENDUM MATTERS: 

Proclamation re "Red Ribbon Week Against Alcohol 
and Drug Abuse" 
22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

City Attorney Remelmeyer re Cable TV hearing 
City Manager Jackson re October 28 meeting time 
City Manager Jackson re Liz Rojas leave of absence 
Councilman Wirth re trash collection schedule 
Mayor Geissert re Harbor-UCLA Medical Center 

ceremony 
Mayor Geissert re League conference 
Mr. Michael Bedinger re jet fuel at airport 
Ms. Elaine McAloon re hillside homeowners meeting 
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Adjournment at 9:09 p.m. to October 28, !~86, 5:30 p.m. 

Peggy Laverty 
Minute Secretary 
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October 21, 1986 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

The Torrance City Council convened in a regular meeting on 
Tuesday, October 21, 1986, at 5:30 p.m., in the Council Chambers 
at Torrance City Hall. 

2. ROLL CALL: 

Present: 

Absent: 

Councilmembers Hardison, Mock, Walker, Wirth 
and Mayor Geissert. 

Councilmen Applegate and Nakano. 

Also present: City Manager Jackson, 
City Attorney Remelmeyer, and 
Staff representatives. 

3. FLAG SALUTE AND INVOCATION: 

Miss Carolyn Griffith led those present in the salute to 
the flag. 

The invocation for the meeting was provided by Dr. Donald 
E. Wilson. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

MOTION: Councilman Wirth moved to approve the City Council 
minutes of September 30, 1986, as recorded. His motion, seconded 
by Councilwoman Hardison, carried unanimously by roll call vote 
(Councilmen Applegate and Nakano absent). 

1. 
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5. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Wirth MOVED that after the City Clerk has 
assigned a number and read title to any resolution or ordinance 
on tonight's agenda, the further reading thereof be waived, 
reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember the right to 
demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in regular 
order. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, and 
carried unanimously by roll call vote (Councilmen Applegate and 
Nakano absent). 

6. WITHDRAWN OR DEFERRED ITEMS: 

Item 12b, CRITERIA FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS: City 
Manager Jackson noted rece i pt of a request from Attorney Peter 
Lacombe that this matter be continued to a later date. 

City Attorney Remelmeyer objected to such a continuance, 
and requested that the Council act on this item tonight. 

See Page 4 for Council determination. 

7. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

Transportation Committee 
o·ctober 22, 1986 - 6:00 p.m. 
Subjects: Review of Airport Takeoff and Landing 

patterns; 

Taken out of order --

22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

Possible Cooperative Transit Projects 
with South Bay Cities. 

22a. City Attorney Remelmeyer referenced his earlier request 
(October 14, 1986) that Council set to hearing the transfer of 
assets and franchise by Group W Westinghouse to Century Cable. 
Mr. Remelmeyer requested that the Council also consider the 
question of stock transfer at that hearing (November 18, 1986). 

MOTION: Councilman Wirth SO MOVED. His motion was 
seconded by Councilman Mock, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable (Councilmen Applegate and Nakano absent). 
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Considered next out of order 

21. 

21a. 
1986, 

ADDENDUM MATTERS: 

PROCLAMATION proclaiming October 27 through November 3, 
as "Red Ribbon Week Against Alcohol and Drug Abuse." 

SO PROCLAIMED by Mayor Geissert, with grateful acceptance 
by Mmes. Irene Griffith and Nancy Hammond of the Torrance Council 
PTA. 

The Council now returned to its regular agenda order. 

10. TRANSPORTATION/ PUBLIC WORKS MATTERS: 

10a. PROPOSED VACATION OF A PORTION OF A STORM DRAIN EASEMENT 
LOT 5, TRACT NO. 44175 
Proponents and Beneficiaries: Sam Burrescia and 

Richard Gaunt. 

At the request of Mayor Geissert, City Clerk Wilson read 
title to 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-250 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE ORDERING THE 
VACATION OF A PORTION OF A STORM DRAIN 
EASEMENT ON LOT 5 OF TRACT NO. 44175 

MOTION: Councilwoman Hardison moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 86-250. Her motion, seconded by Councilman Wirth, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote (Councilmen Applegate and Nakano 
absent) • 

12. PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 

12a. TRANSFER OF SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD BRIDGE: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Planning Department Staff recommends adoption of the 
resolution authorizing acceptance of the indenture 
transferring the Southern Pacific Railroad Bridge to the 
City of Torrance, upon the caveat that a full deed of 
ownership be pursued and secured. 

Mayor Geissert expressed concerns regarding the City's 
liability in connection with the bridge use. 
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Planning Associate Bihn explained that the tracks have been 
removed from the north side of the bridge. Furthermore, per 
Mr. Bihn, Southern Pacific has no intention of running trains 
across the bridge. 

City Clerk Wilson then assigned a number and read title to 
the following --

RESOLUTION NO. 86-251 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF AN 
INDENTURE DOCUMENT TRANSFERRING THE SOUTHERN 
PACIFIC RAILROAD BRIDGE TO THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
ON THE CONDITION THAT A FULL DEED OF OWNERSHIP 

BE PURSUED AND SECURED 

MOTION: Councilman Wirth moved to adopt Resolution No. 
86-251. His motion was seconded by Councilman Mock, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilmen Applegate and 
Nakano absent). 

12b. CRITERIA FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS: 

See Page 2, for request that this agenda item be continued. 

City Attorney Remelmeyer reiterated his earlier request 
that this agenda item be heard this evening rather than 
continued. At the request of the Mayor, Mr. Remelmeyer provided 
background information on the subject matter. 

Council discussion ensued, and the following was ultimately 
offered --

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to hold Agenda Item 12b to 
November 18, 1986. His motion was seconded by . Councilman Mock. 

Continuing discussion resulted in --

A SUBSTITUTE MOTION offered by Councilman Wirth to hold 
Agenda Item 12b for one week (to the City Council meeting of 
October 28, 1986). His motion was seconded by Councilwoman 
Hardison, and roll call vote proved unanimously favorable 
(Councilmen Applegate and Nakano absent). 
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14. PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

14a. SUPPLEMENTAL MOU FOR TCEA: 

• SUPPLEMENTAL #3 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-252 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE SETTING FORTH 
CERTAIN CHANGES REGARDING WAGES, HOURS, 
AND WORKING CONDITIONS FOR EMPLOYEES 
REPRESENTED BY THE TORRANCE CITY 
EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION AMENDING 

RESOLUTION NO. 85-262 

MOTION: Councilman Wirth moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 86-252. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Mock, and carried unani~ously by roll call vote (Councilmen 
Applegate and Nakano absent). 

15. HEARINGS: 

15a. CUP 86-45, FATBURGER RESTAURANT: 

Mayor Geissert announced that this was the time and place 
for City Council consideration of an appeal by the applicant of a 
Planning Commission denial of a Conditional Use Permit to allow 
the operation of a fast food restaurant with seating in the C-2 
zone at 16300 Crenshaw Boulevard, #109 (El Camino Mall). 
CUP 86-45, FATBURGER RESTAURANT. 

Proof of publication was provided by the City Clerk ,and it 
was ordered filed without objection~ 

City Attorney Remelmeyer advised that he had been contacted 
this date by Mr. William Beverly, attorney for the proponent, who 
inquired (since there would be only five of the seven 
Councilmembers present this evening) as to whether a three- or a 
four-vote majority is required to carry this item. It was 
Mr. Remelmeyer's opinion that on matters such as this, a four
vote majority is required. 

Mr. Beverly then specified his desire that the matter be 
heard at this time. 

Staff presentation was provided by Planning Associate 
Gibson who noted that the Planning Commission and Planning 
Department recommend DENIAL of the appeal and DENIAL of the 
project. 
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The proponent's representative, Mr. William Beverly, 
described the subject request, pointing out that the existing 
zoning permits this type of use -- the Conditional Use Permit 
requirement was initiated because of the request for seating in 
the proposed restaurant. Neighborhood concerns regarding trash, 
noise, odors, etc. were addressed by this speaker, who also 
advised that the construction delinquencies mentioned in staff's 
supplementary material have been accomplished to the satisfaction 
of the City's Building Inspector (per inspection this date). 

In conclusion, Mr. Beverly indicated concurrence with all 
staff conditions with the exception of Condition #4: "That the 
hours of operation of the restaurant shall be restricted to 6:00 
a.m. to 10:00 p.m., seven days a week." Permission to stay open 
until midnight on weeknights and until 3:00 a.m. on Friday and 
Saturday was requested. 

In response to Mayor Geissert's invitation for further 
audience inputr Ms. Josie Lampkin, 16305 Atkinson, noted her 
strong opposition to the subject proposal and advised that the 
resident directly behind the proposed restaurant use, although 
having signed a statement of approval, did so under duress, and 
is also opposed to this use. Problems relating to trash, 
loitering, noise, and increased crime in the area were all 
described by this speaker as reasons for her opposition. 

Mr. Beverly returned to respond to concerns and noted their 
willingness to install a security gate with "panic hardware~ if 
approval of the project is so conditioned. At the request of 
Councilman Wirth, Mr. Beverly submitted statements of approval 
signed by three residents of the area (these statements are a 
matter of official record). 

Discussion turned to the hours of operation. It was the 
suggestion of Councilman Walker that, if approved, hours of 
closing be 11:30 p.m. on weekdays and 1:00 a.m. on weekends, with 
review at the end of a six-month trial period. 

Council discussion continued with clarification regarding 
the Conditional Use Permit concept and controls provided by City 
Attorney Remelmeyer. 

The hearing was then closed upon a motion by Councilman 
Wirth; seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, and carried 
unanimously by roll call vote (Councilmen Applegate and Nakano 
absent) • 

Objections to the project were voiced by Mayor Geissert 
because of the general incompatibility with the nearby 
residential uses, and the following action was taken. 

6. 
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MOTION: Councilman Mock moved to DENY the appeal and DENY 
CUP 86-45. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Hardiso~, and 
carried unanimously by roll call vote (Councilmen Applegate and 
Nakano absent). 

Councilman Wirth requested that staff provide information 
in the very near future regarding the issue of limitation of 
hours of operation. 

Councilman Walker requested that in the future when similar 
projects are under consideration, staff poll cities and 
neighborhoods where such uses are existing, in order to aid the 
Council in making an informed decision. 

15b. PP 86-25, GAYBERT B. AND CAROLYN C. LITTLE: 

Mayor Geissert announced that this was the time and place 
for City Council consideration of an administrative appeal of a 
Planning Commission decision to allow the construction of a 
first- and second-story addition to an existing single-family 
residence in the Hillside Overlay District in the R-1 zone at 328 
Avenida Atezada. PP 86-25, GAYBERT B. AND CAROLYN C. LITTLE. 

Proof of publication was ~rovided by the City Clerk and it 
was ordered filed· without objection. 

During staff presentation on this item, Planning Associate 
Gibson called attention to a correction in the written material 
to indicate that the existing square footage of the residence is 
1915 square feet, rather than 676 square feet as shown. 
Mr. Gibson advised that the Planning Commission and the Planning 
Department recommend denial of the appeal and APPROVAL OF THE 
PROJECT in this case. 

The proponents, Barney and Carolyn Little, 328 Avenida 
Atezada, described the proposed addition and their efforts to 
work with their neighbor in reaching a compromise design which 
would meet their own needs and accommodate their neighbors' 
desires as well. Photographs and a written statement were 
submitted by the Little's and have been made part of the official 
record on this item. 

John and Peggy Garvey, 332 Avenida Atezada, were present ~o 
outline, with the aid of slides, their objections to the subject 
proposal because of the potential negative impact on their 
sunlight, air, privacy, and property value. Mr. Garvey indicated 
that they would accept a ten-foot reduction in the addition (600 
square feet) as a compromise. 
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There being no one else in the audience who wished to 
address this issue, Councilman Wirth moved to close the hearing. 
His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, and r~'. !. call 
vote was unanimously favorable (Councilmen Applegate and Nakano 
absent). 

Councilman Wirth suggested that the applicant and his 
neighbor continue to attempt to reach a compromise solution, and 
requested that Planning staff assist the parties involved to that 
end. 

MOTION: Councilman Wirth moved to continue PP 86-25, to 
the City Council meeting of November 18, 1986. His motion was 
seconded by Councilman Mock. 

Prior to roll call vote on the motion, Councilman Walker 
expressed his opposition to the continuance, noting instead that 
he would prefer to take action at this time. 

Further discussion resulted in the following roll call vote 
on the motion: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

COUNCILMEMBERS: Hardison, Mock, W' . th and 
Mayor Geissert. 

COUNCILMEMBERS: Walker. 

COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate and Nakano. 

17. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

17a. AGREEMENT RE PURCHASE OF REAL PROPERTY: 

At the request of Mayor Geissert, City Clerk Wilson read 
title to 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-253 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE CONSENTING TO THE PURCHASE BY THE 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES OF A FRACTIONAL INTEREST 
IN ONE OF THE LOTS LOCATED WITHIN THE PRESENT 

BEACH PARKING FACILITY AT TORRANCE BEACH 

MOTION: Councilman Wirth moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 86-253. His motion, seconded by Councilwoman 
Hardison, carried unanimously by roll call vote (Councilmen 
Applegate and Nakano absent). 

8. 
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17b. REPAIR OF SLOPE FAILURE BETWEEN VIA CORONA AND VISTA LARGO: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is the recommendation of the City Manager and the Acting 
Finance Director that a temporary $500,000 cash loan from 
the Airport Fund and appropriation to the continued repair 
of the slope between Vista Largo and Via Corona be 
authorized, and, further, there be no investment earnings 
loss to the Airport Fund. 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to concur with the above 
stated staff recommendation on Agenda Item 17b. His motion was 
seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable (Councilmen Applegate and Nakano absent). 

17c. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

See Pages 11 and 12. 

18. SECOND READING ORDINANCES: 

18a. ORDINANCE NO. 3176: 

ORDINANCE NO. 3176 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 61.10.l, 
61.10.2, 61.10.3 AND 61.10.4 OF THE TORRANCE 
MUNICIPAL CODE RELATED TO POSTED SPEED 

LIMITS WITHIN THE CITY 

MOTION: Councilwoman~Hardison moved to adopt Ordinance No. 
3176, at its second and final reading~ Her motion, seconded by 
Councilman Mock, carried unanimously by roll call vote (Absent: 
Councilmembers Applegate and Nakano). 

* * * 

At 7:16 p.m., the City Council recessed and reconvened as 
the Redevelopment Agency of the City of Tor.ranee, reconvening as 
City Council at 7:27 p.m. to continue with t~e regular Council 
agenda. 

* * * 
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21. ADDENDUM MATTERS: 

21a. PROCLAMATION re "Red Ribbon w~~k Against Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse." 

See Page 3. 

22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

22a. See Page 2. 

22b. City Manager Jackson suggested that the Council's meeting 
of October 28 (ordinarily a 7:00 p.ili. meeting) convene at the 
hour of 5:30 p.m. because of the lengthy agenda scheduled. 

There were no objections, and it was so ordered. 

22c. City Manager Jackson announced that this is the last 
Council meeting to be attended by ;~ssistant to City Manager Liz 
Rojas prior to the beginning of a i~~ve of absence. 

22d. Councilman Wirth requested that citizens be informed as to 
the trash collection schedules durinq the week of Veterans' Day, 
November 11. Starf will follow through. 

22e. Mayor Geissert commented on her attendance, this date, at 
the 40th Anniversary Ceremony of the Harbor-UCLA Medical Center. 

22f. Mayor Geissert noted her attendance at the recent 
conference of the League of California Cities and the outstanding 
participation of Torrance's Cable Television Administrator Warren 
Carter iri a panel discussion at that meeting. 

22g. Mr. Michael Bedinger, 4011 West 232nd Street, referenced an 
article in the October 21 Daily Breeze regarding the sale of jet 
fuel at the Torrance Municipal Airport. This speaker indicated 
that he, a member of the Airport Cnmmission and former member of 
CACAN, had no knowledge of the sale ~f jet fuel on the Airport by 
Mr. Eli Alexander, which was alleg~d by the article to have been 
taking place during the past ten years. 

Mayor Geissert and City Attorney Remelmeyer responded to 
Mr. Bedinger's concerns. 

10. 
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22h. Ms. Elaine McAloon, 4918 Paseo del Pavon, expressed 
appreciation to the Council and City staff for their contribution 
to a recently, very successful meeting with hillside homeowners. 

The Council now returned to 

17c. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

Mayor Geissert read the following stateme:";:_ into the 
record. 

The City Council will now recess to closed session for the 
purpose of conferring with the City Attorney regarding the 
following pending litigation cases to whi~h the City is a 
party. The authority for holding a closed session for this 
purpose is contained in the provisions of Government Code 
Section 54956.9 (a). 

1. The Gerardin Corporation dba Peninsula Aviation 
Co. , et al , v. Ci ty o f Torrance, et a l. , Un i ted 
States Distr i ct Court Case No. 86 568 1 WJR (JRx). 

2. Lincoln Property Company v. City of Torrance, et 
al., Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. C607339. 

3. Lincoln Property Company v. City of Torrance, et 
al., United States Di strict Court Case No. 86 CIV 
4432 FFF (Px). 

4. City of Torrance v. Group W Cable, Inc., et al., 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. C607766. 

The City Council will also recess to closed session for the 
purpose of conferring with the City Attorney concerning the 
possibility of the ~ity acquiring property by eminent 
domain proceedings and whether or not to initiate litiga
tion for this purpose. The property to be acquired is 
located on the north side of Torrance Boulevard at Van Ness 
Avenue. The authority for holding a closed session for 
this purpose is contained in Government Code Sections 
54956. 8 and 54956. 9 (c). 

The City Council will also recess to clos~a session to 
confer with the City Manager regarding sal~~ies, salary 
schedules and compensation for certain em~loyee group~. 
The authority for holding a closed session for this purpose 
is contained in Government Code Section 54957.6. 

11. 
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At 7:45 p.m., Mayor Geissert called a ten-minute recess, 
followed immediately by the Executive Session as above announced. 

The Council returned at 9:07 p.m., to take the following 
action. 

SUPPLEMENTAL #1 
RESOLUTION NO. 86-254 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COuNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE SETTING FORTH CERTAIN 
CHANGES REGARDING HOURS, WAGES AND WORKING 
CONDITIONS FOR EMPLOYEES REPRESENTED BY 
THE TORRANCE FIRE FIGHTER~ ASSOCIATION 

AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 86-201 

MOTION: Councilwoman Hardison moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 86-254. Her motion, seconded by Councilman 
Walker, carried unanimously by roll ca~l vote (Councilmen 
Applegate and Nakano absent). 

At 9:09 p.m., the meeting of the City Council was formally 
adjourned to October 28, 1986, at 5:30 p.m. 

Peggy Laverty 
Minute Secretary 

# . # 
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