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22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS (Continued): 
Councilman Nakano re City Yard and Station 6 
Councilman Walker re appreciation to Council and 

staff during his father's illness 
Councilman Wirth re commendation for successful 

negotiation of AFSCME contract 
Mayor Geissert re 30th Annual Aquacade 

Adjournment was at 10:35 p.m. to Tuesday, September 2, 
1986, at 5:30 p.m. 
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August 19, 1986 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

The Torrance City Council convened in a regular meeting on 
Tuesday, August 19, 1986, at 5:30 p.m., in the Council Chambers 
at Torrance City Hall. 

2. ROLL CALL: 

Present: 

Absent: 

Councilmembers Applegate, Hardison, Mock, 
Nakano, Walker, Wirth and Mayor Geissert. 

None. 

Also pres~nt: City Manager Jackson, 
Assistant City Attorney Quale (5:30 p.m. to 

7:30 p.m.), 
City Attorney Remelmeyer (7:30 p.m. to end 

of meeting), and 
Staff representatives. 

3. FLAG SALUTE AND INVOCATION: 

Mr. Ted Porter led in the salute to the flag. 

The invocation for the meeting was provided by Reverend 
Mark Sandstrom, First Christian Church of Torrance. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to adopt the City 
Council minutes of July 29, 1986, and August 4, 1986, as 
recorded. His motion, seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote (Councilman Nakano ABSTAINED re: 
July 29 minutes as he was not present at that meeting). 
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5. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Applegate MOVED that after the City Clerk has 
assigned a number and read title to any resolution or ordinance 
on tonight's agenda, the further reading thereof be waived, 
reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember the right to 
demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in regular 
order. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, and 
carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

6. WITHDRAWN OR DEFERRED ITEMS: 

Item 15b. CUP 85-45, THE TORRANCE COMPANY/JACK WADE 
PRODUCTIONS, INC. - Continued indefinitely. 

Item 17d. SLOPE FAILURE - Continued to September 2, 1986. 

7. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

None scheduled. 

* * * 
It was with deep sadness that Mayor Geissert announced the 

passing of Mr. Wallace Walker, father of Councilman Dan Walke~ •.. 
The Mayor extended condolences to the Walker family and requested 
that this meeting be adjourned in memory of Mr. Walker. 

* * * 

8. COMMUNITY MATTERS: 

Ba. PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDS: 

Mayor Geissert presented plaques in recognition of years of 
dedicated service to the community to the following retired 
Commissioners: 

Mr. Frank Paine (Fine Arts Commission) 

Mr. Bill Uerkwitz (Planning Commission). 

This recognition was acknowledged with great appreciation 
by the recipients. 

2. 
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8b. PRESENTATION OF RETIREMENT PLAQUE: 

A plaque recognizing his years of service to the City was 
presented by Mayor Geissert to Mr. Robert D. Newhard, Library 
Programs Administrator. 

There was grateful acceptance by Mr. Newhard. 

Be. COMMENDATION OF KATHRYN JOINER: 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-202 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE COMMENDING KATHRYN 
JOINER AS DIRECTOR OF THE VOLUNTEER 

CENTER FROM 1974 - 1986 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution No. 
86-202. His motion, seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

8d. PROCLAMATION Proclaiming September 1 through 6, 1986, as 
"UNION LABEL WEEK": 

SO PROCLAI~ED BY MAYOR GEISSERT. 

10. TRANSPORTATION/PUBLIC WORKS MATTERS: 

10a. INTER-AGENCY TRANSFER AGREEMENT WITH CITY OF CARSON: 

At the request of Mayor Geissert, City Clerk Wilson read 
title to 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-203 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO 
EXECUTE AN INTER-AGENCY TRANSFER AGREEMENT 

WITH THE CITY OF CARSON 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution No. 
86-203. His motion, seconded by Councilman Mock, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

3 • 
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10b. PEDESTRIAN OVERCROSSING AT MAGRUDER SCHOOL: 

Staff presentation was provided by City Traffic Engineer 
Collins, who reviewed the following information (per material of 
record) and noted the recommendations of staff and the Traffic 
Commission as stated. 

LOCAL ENGINEERING JUDGEMENT 

There are problems in replacing the span and maintaining the bridge 
at this location. The following gives some of the advantages and 
disadvantages of repairing the bridge vs. installing a traffic signal. 

Repairing the Bridge: 

Advantages 

1. Minimum disruption to 
vehicular traffic~ 

2 . Full reimbursement from 
Edison Company to repair . 
80' span at a cost of 
$110,000. 

4 . 

Disadvantages 

1. The remaining portion of 
the structure is 25 years 
old and deteriorating. 

2. There is always the possi­
bility that the School 
District will close Magruder 
School and make the bridge 
useless. 

3. Street cannot be wide~ed to 
current standards subjecting 
the City to liability for 
sub-standard design. 

4 . Existing structure is not 
very aesthetically pleasing 
design. 

5. Existing structure does no'­
meet present day hQndicapped 
standards. 

6 . A new prestressed concrete 
structure with a 100' span 
would cost $370,000. 

7 . Current design of bridge and 
chain link fence provides no 
access to Columbia Pa~ck. 

Opening the fence would '-empt 
students to jay-walk. 

City Council 
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Installation of Traffic Signal: 

Advantages 

1. Historic method of getting 
children to and from school 
across major arterials (see 
attached list of signalized 
school crossings of arterials). 

2. Compatible with the long-term 
plan of widening and improving 
Prairie Avenue. 

3. Would provide gaps in traffic 
for park users and residents 
east of Prairie Avenue. 

4. Midway between 182nd and 
190th Streets makes for 
ideal spacing for good 
signal coordination. 

5. Can be completeq months earlier 
than· repair of the bridge. 
(would take a year or more 
to repair existing bridge). 

6. Provides vehicular and pedes­
trian access to both Magruder 
School and Columbia Park. 

TRAFFIC COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: 

Disadvantages 

1. Estimated installatior. cost 
of $70,000 and annual oper­
ating cost of $3,000 (this 
should be offset by the claim 
against SCE). 

2. Adding a crossing guard would 
increase annual maintenance 
cost $5700. The City's policy 
is not to assign crossing 
guards to middle schools and 
traffic would not warrant one 
with signalization. 

The Torrance Traff·ic Commission recommends ( 6-1 with Commissione·r 
Burgess dissenting) that the Magruder School Pedestrian Bridge be 
replaced with a new, 100-foot span bridge to accommodate the widening 
of Prairie Avenue. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

The Department of Transportation, the Police Department, the Engineer­
ing Department and the Parks and Recreation Department recommend sig­
nalization of the intersection of Prairie Avenue and 186th Street. 

REPLACING DAMAGED SPAN 

Should your Honorable Body wish to replace the damaged span, 
staff recommends that an agreement be prepared to implement 
Edison's offer for design and construction as outlined in 
their letter of July 29, 1986. 

5. 
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Clarification and expansion in response to Council 
inquiries was provided by Mr. Collins. 

Responding to concerns regarding the possible future 
closure of Magruder School (Page 4, Item 2, under Disadvantages 
to Repairing the Bridge), Dr. Owen Griffith of the Torrance 
Unified School District Board of Education stated that the 
"chances are excellent that Magruder will stay open for many, 
many years". Noted by Dr. Griffith as contributing factors to 
keeping Magruder School open were the location of the Children's 
Center on the Magruder site and the recent realignment of school 
boundaries which will result in increased enrollment at Magruder. 

Council discussion continued with staff providing 
additional input and clarification as desired. 

Mr. Ted Porter of Southern California Edison Company, 
505 Maple Avenue, addressed further concerns noting that the 
Edison Company is not constrained by the bidding process as is 
the City (time factor is addressed under Advantages to 
Installation of a Traffic Signal, Page 5, Item 5). Access to the 
park (Page 4, Item 7, under Disadvantages to Repairing the 
Bridge) would be no problem, per Mr. Porter. 

Audience input was then invited by Mayor Geissert. 

Speakers were: 

o Ms. Laurel Romm, 18709 Doty -- Favored overpass, 
either 80- or 100-foot span. 

o Ms. Helen Doyle, 18626 Yukon -- Favored 100-foot 
overcrossing. 

o Ms. Georgia Carch(?), 3805 West 186th Street --
Submitted photographs and additional 
signatures to petition requesting pedestrian 
bridge. Personally prefers 80-foot, rather 
than 100-foot span. 

o Mr. Jack Reed, 3953 West 182nd Street -- Favored 
bridge. 

o Ms. Barba~a Guyer, 3910 West 176th Street --
Requested reconstruction of overpass as soon 
as possible -- also correction of existing 
drainage problems. 

o Ms. Cathy Diekelman, 3944 West 187th Street --
Favored bridge. 

6. 
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Points of issue addressed by the foregoing speakers 
included: 

Safety 
Liability 
Increased traffic through residential neighbor-

hood 
Right-of-way acquisition requirements 
Extensive use of bridge 
Cost comparisons 
Type of signal proposed 
Crossing guard 
Flooding problems at temporary crosswalk location 

(182nd Street) 
Traffic flow. 

The following motion was offered. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to direct that an 
agreement be prepared to implement Edison's offer for design, 
construction and replacement of the span as outlined in their 
letter to the City of July 29, 1986. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Mock. 

Prior to roll call vote, Council discussion ensued with the 
pros and cons of . an 80-foot span vs. a 100-foot span debated in 
some depth. Voicing his opinion that the 100-foot span would 
best serve the long term interest of the community, Councilman 
Walker offered --

A SUBSTITUTE MOTION to construct a 100-foot span at an 
estimated total cost of $370,000.00. This motion was seconded by 
Councilman Wirth. 

Discussion continued. Staff of both the Engineering and 
the Transportation Departments provided desired technical and 
design information and clarification. During the course of this 
consideration, CE Associate Bell affirmed that the City has the 
full right-of-way needed for the 100-foot span. 

Councilman Nakano requested that staff address the present 
flooding problem on Prairie in the vicinity of Magruder school. 
Councilman Wirth requested that staff look into the 
appropriateness of posting Prairie Avenue in the subject area and 
182 Street as NO. TRUCK ROUTE. Staff will follow through on these 
matters. 

7 • . 
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The above SUBSTITUTE MOTION for a 100-foot span FAILED TO 
CARRY as indicated by the following roll call vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

COUNCILMEMBERS: Walker and Wirth. 

COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate, Hardison, Mock, 
Nakano and Mayor Geissert. 

The MAIN MOTION to approve replacement of the bridge as 
outlined in the July 29 correspondence of Southern California 
Edison Company, carried as is shown below. 

AYES: 

NOES: 

COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate, Hardison, Mock, 
Nakano, Wirth and Mayor 
Geissert. 

COUNCILMEMBERS: Walker. 

Mayor Geissert requested that representatives of the Edison 
Company immediately contact City Staff in an effort to expedite 
the project, the safety of the children being of primary concern. 

It was the request of Councilman Wirth that the Council be 
kept apprised of the projected time frame, and that interested 
citizens and the School District be so advised. 

Mr. Sidney Morrison, Princip~l of Magruder Middle School, 
voiced his enthusiastic approval of the action which will result 
in replacement of the pedestrian bridge, and inquired regarding 
the City's plans for the Prairie-184th Street or 186th Street 
intersections. Director of Transportation Horkay advised that 
the crossing guard will be replaced at 184th Street when school 
opens -- also appropriate pavement markings will be installed. 

* * * 
At 7:30 p.m., Mayor Geissert declared a recess. The 

Council reconvened at 7:50 p.m., to continue its regular agenda 
order. 

* * * 

8. 
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10c. CONCEPTUAL LAYOUT - AIRPORT MASTER PLAN (PART ONE "GENERAL 
AVIATI ON CENTER" ) : 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION RECOMMENDATION: 

The Department of Transportation recommends that Your 
Body: 

Honorable 

1. Accept the Consultant's conceptual layout of 
the General Aviation Center parcel; 

2. Instruct the Architectural Review Team to 
negotiate a contract with the Consultant. to 
prepare plans, specifications, and an estimate 
for construction of the General Aviation 
Center; and 

3. Appropriate $200,000 from the Ai~port Fu?d for 
the costs of engineering, design, soils 
testing, and topographic surveying for the 
General Aviation Center. 

AIRPORT COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: 

The Airport Commission concurs with the recommendations of the 
Department of Transportation and further recommends that Your 
Honorable Body place the following square footage limitations on the 
GAC parcel design for cost control purposes: 

Office Space 10,000 sq. ft. 
Canopy for Maint. Veh. 2,600 sq. ft. 
Courtyard 2,000 sq. ft. 
Landscaping/Site Development 150,000 sq. ft. 

-------
164,600 sq. ft. 

FINANCE NOTE 

The 1985 Certificate of Participation (bond issue ) approved by 
City Counci l included $2 , 000,000 for construction and 
furnis h i ng of t hi s pro j ect a nd speci fi ed a $ 200,000 Ai rport 
Fund con t r i but ion ( appro p r iation) t o cover e ngi neering, 
design , soi l t est ing a nd topogr aph ical s ur veying. Any 
Airport Fund monies no t r eq u i r e d for these purposes wi ll, of 
course, revert to Airport retained earnings. 

9. 
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Director of Transportation Horkay provided the staff 
presentation on this item. 

Some concern was expressed on the part of certain 
Councilmembers regarding the conceptual nature of this plan in 
that square footage information was included in the Airport 
Commission's recommendation. Concerns regarding the proposed 
height of the GAC were also expressed. 

In response to these concerns, staff provided assurance 
that the plan as presented is conceptual in nature, and also 
pointed out FAA controls governing height. 

Audience input was invited by the Mayor. 

First to speak was Mr. Michael Bedinger, 4011 West 232nd 
Street, who identified himself as a member of the Airport 
Commission, and expressed his opinion that further input is 
desirable prior to requesting a final design from the architect. 
Speaking as Chairman of CHAT, Mr. Bedinger advised that 
homeowners who were represented when this matter was discussed 
were of the opinion that a community meeting room is not needed. 

Mr. Jim Frase, 23007 Kent Avenue, President of Southwood 
Riviera Homeowners Association, read aloud a prepared statement 
urging that the needs of the Torrance Airport be reevaluated 
under present day conditions prior to proceeding. Mr. Fraso 
contended that tpe expenditure of an additional $200,000 for 
facility and ground designs is too extravagant and will lead to 
"increased airplane operations, more noise, more pollution and 
less safety." Opposition to a community center was also expressed 
by this speaker. 

Mr. Jack LeResche, 3634 West 228th Street, Chairman of the 
Airport Commission, provided background information 
substantiating the Commission's recommendation, and suggested 
that the contract be let in two increments, allowing for further 
Commission/City Council review and approval prior to 
authorization of detailed site plans. 

It was the suggestion of City Manager Jackson that this 
matter be referred to staff and returned to the Council in two 
weeks, allowing for a more definitive outline of the various 
elements iQvolved prior to acceptance. 

Councilman Wirth expressed his opinion that it would be 
more appropriate to proceed at this time, pointing out that the 
proposal is not a symbol of expanded airport operations, but 
rather is bringing the airport up to desired standards. The 
following was offered. 

10. 
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MOTION: Councilman Wirth moved to concur with staff's 
recommendation as stated, adding the provision that a two-phase 
approach with the architect be required, with the matter to be 
returned to the Airport Commission and City Council upon 
completion of the design and layout (first phase). Further, that 
the Architectural Review Team relay to the architect that they 
want something limited; to consider numbers the Airport 
Commission talked about; and to do something reasonable with 
regard to size and cost. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Mock. 

Discussion continued prior to roll call on the motion. 
Councilman Applegate reviewed previous Council discussion and 
decision regarding a restaurant use in the GAC, and clarified the 
Council's desire that the building be adaptable by way of 
converting existing space to fill a variety of needs. Mr. 
Applegate also stressed the need for a realistic time frame, it 
being stated in the agenda material on this item that eleven 
months is projected for architectural design completion. 

Director of Transportation Horkay outlined the direction 
which will be provided to the architect (per Council action of 
July 17, 1984), noting that the building will be designed to 
accommodate those elements specified and to be within the 
approved budget. It was further noted by Mr. Horkay that staff 
could accept a two-week delay as suggested earlier by the City 
Manager. 

A SUBSTITUTE MOTION was then offered by Councilman Nakano 
to hold Agenda Item 10c for two weeks pending receipt of 
additional information. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman 
Hardison, but failed to carry by way of the following roll call 
vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

COUNCILMEMBERS: Hardison, Nakano and Mayor 
Geissert. 

COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate, Mock, Walker and 
Wirth. 

The MAIN MOTION carried as is shown below. 

AYES: 

NOES: 

COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegatei Hardison, Mock, 
Walker and Wirth. 

COUNCILMEMBERS: Nakano and Mayor Geissert. 

11. 
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Councilman Walker reinforced earlier remarks concerning the 
substantial time projected for design completion, stating: "If 
we are looking at ten or eleven months, we would be looking at a 
different architect." 

15. HEARINGS: 

15a. CUP 86-43, REAL ESTATE CONNECTION: 

Mayor Geissert announced that this was the time and place 
for City Council consideration of an appeal of a Planning 
Commission decision to allow the construction of an office 
building in the C-2 zone at 5334 Torrance Boulevard. CUP 86-43, 
REAL ESTATE CONNECTION. 

Proof of publication was provided by City Clerk Wilson and 
it was ordered filed without objection. 

Staff presentation was provided by Planning Associate 
Gibson and it was noted that the Planning Commission and the 
Planning Department recommend denial of the appeal and approval 
of the project. 

Representing the proponent, Mr. Jan Trobaugh, 1852 Lomita 
Boulevard, Lomita, explained the design of the proposed structure 
and provided details as to building height as it relates to an 
existing sign; indicated the projected use of this three-story 
building; and described parking provisions. 

Representing the Southwood Homeowners' Association was 
Mr. Bob Billett, 5510 Laurette Street, who reaffirmed the 
Association's concerns as expressed at the Planning Commission 
meeting regarding an increased parking and traffic impact on the 
nearby residential neighborhood. A general concern relating to 
the proliferation of driveways accessing Torrance Boulevard 
between Bishop Montgomery High School and Palos Verdes Boulevard 
was also noted by this speaker. 

There being no one else in the audience who wished to speak 
to this project, Councilman Applegate moved to close the hearing. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable. 

Council discussion then ensued. 

A major concern voiced by Councilman Applegate surrounded 
the fact that this would be the first three-story building in 
this area of Torrance Boulevard; the fact that the three stories 
could be perpetuated on adjacent lots; and the proximity to the 
rear yards of residential uses some three lots away. 
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Councilman Walker pointed out that a two-story structure 
could be designed almost as high as this three~story building 
of considerably greater significance, in his opinion, is the 
placement of the structure on the lot, a factor which is 
acceptable in this case as proposed. The following was then 
offered. 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to concur with the 
recommendation of staff and the Planning Commission for approval 
of CUP 86-43, with conditions. This motion DIED FOR LACK OF A 
SECOND. 

Council discussion continued. Concerns voiced included: 
impact of the proposed building height; height of the existing 
sign; mixture of uses which would include a real estate office 
as related to parking needs; access to the site; etc. 

MOTION: Councilwoman Hardison moved approval of the appeal 
and DENIAL of CUP 86-43 WITHOUT PREJUDICE. Her motion was 
seconded by Councilman Nakano. 

Councilman Applegate requested that any redesign be routed 
through the Police Department for input regarding the 
relationship of the proposed project with the adjacent Burger 
King which is a major congregating point for young people. 
Mr. Applegate pointed out the need for adequate visibility of the 
property by law enforcement personnel. 

Councilman Wirth noted concerns regarding overall building 
height and the leasability of the current design. 

The cumulative effect of three-story buildings in this area 
was of concern to Councilman Nakano as were anticipated parking 
problems. 

Noting her opposition to the motion for denial without 
prejudice, Mayor Geissert pointed out that a two-story structure 
could approach this three-story proposal in actual height, and 
noted additionally that the property backs up to a City sump, is 
some distance from R-1, and meets parking standards per Code. 

Councilwoman Hardison's above motion for denial without 
prejudice carried as shown below: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate, Hardison, Mock, 
Nakano,.and Wirth. 

COUNCILMEMBERS: Walker and Mayor Geissert. 

13. 

City Council 
August 19, 1986 



15b. CUP 85-45, THE TORRANCE COMPANY/JACK WADE PRODUCTIONS, INC. 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to concur with staff's 
recommendation for continuation of Item 15b for an indefinite 
period. His motion, seconded by Councilman Wirth, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

17. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

17a. INDEMNIFICATION OF CITY EMPLOYEES WHO PROVIDE NOTARY PUBLIC 
SERVICES FOR CITY BUSINESS: 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-204 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE TO INDEMNIFY CITY 
EMPLOYEES FOR SERVICES AS NOTARY PUBLICS 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution No. 
86-204. His motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

17b. DESTRUCTION OF CITY RECORDS: 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-205 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE 
CITY CLERK TO DESTROY CERTAIN UNNEEDED CITY 
RECORDS AND DOCUMENTS WITHOUT MAKING COPIES 

THEREOF 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 86-205. His motion, seconded by Councilman Mock, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

17c. AGREEMENTS FOR OUTSIDE ATTORNEY SERVICES: 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-206 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE APPROVING TWO CONTRACTS FOR ATTORNEY 
SERVICES WITH NUTTER, BIRD, MARELLA, BOXER, 
WOLPERT & MATZ, AND WITH COX, CASTLE & NICHOLSON; 

AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO 
EXECUTE THEM ON BEHALF OF THE CITY 

14. 
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MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution No. 
86-206. His motion was seconded by Councilman Wirth. 

Following background information on this item which was 
provided by City Attorney Remelmeyer at Mayor Geissert's request, 
the Council unanimously approved the above motion by roll call 
vote. 

17d. WINTERIZATION OF SLOPE FAILURE BETWEEN VIA CORONA AND VISTA 
LARGO: 

Held for two weeks to the Council meeting of September 2, 
1986, per staff material of record. 

17e. SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT FOR DESTRUCTION OF HOUSE AT 4539 VISTA 
LARGO: 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY MANAGER/CITY ATTORNEY: 

It is recommended that the RESOLUTION approving the 
settlement be adopted, and that the money for such 
settlement be appropriated from the Catastrophic Reserve 
of the General Fund. 

FINANCE RECOMMENDATION: 

It is estimated that $15,000 will cover the "other" costs 
enumerated (in.agenda material on this item). Therefore, 
it is recommended that the appropriation from the 
Catastrophic Reserve be in the total amount of $480,000. 
This will leave a reserve balance of $20,000 at this time 
(previously $500,000). 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-207 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE APPROVING A SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 
WITH ALBERT AND SARA ISEN FOR THE DESTRUCTION 

OF THEIR HOME, AND APPROPRIATING THE SUM 
OF $465,000 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution No. 
86-207, amending the appropriation from $465,000 to $480,000. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable. 

15. 
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17f. OBJECTION TO COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT ON LOS ANGELES COUNTY 
COURT HOUSE PROPERTY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-208 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE IN OPPOSITION TO ANY 
COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT ON LOS ANGELES 
COUNTY COURT HOUSE PROPERTY ENCOMPASSED 
IN THE TORRANCE CIVIC CENTER COMPLEX 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution No. 
86-208. His motion, seconded by Councilman Walker, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

17g. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

See Pages 21-23. 

17h. APPEAL OF CANCELLATION OF FUELING AGREEMENT: 

At the request of Mayor Geissert, City Attorney Remelmeyer 
reviewed the history of the subject item and the sequence of 
events leading to cancellation by the City effective September 1, 
1986, of Mr. Eli Alexander's Mobile Fueling Agreement on the 
Torrance Airpo~t. 

Mr. Eli Alexander, President of Peninsula Aviation, 
requested (per his correspondence of record dated August 11, 
1986, directed to City Manager Jackson) that the subject matter 
be referred to the City Council Transportation Committee and that 
cancellation of his fueling agreement be deferred until a full 
resolution is obtained. 

Audience input was then invited by Mayor Geissert. 

Mr. Joe Arciuch, 23521 Kathryn Avenue, referred to the 
Airport Master Plan wherein it is specified that there shall 
be no airport expansion and to the Council Policy prohibiting the 
sale of jet fuel on the Torrance Airport. 

Mr. Michael Bedinger, 4011 West 232nd Street, called 
attention to the fact that Mr. Alexander is selling jet fuel at 
the present time -- deferral of the item to Committee would 
result in a continuation of this activity, per Mr. Bedinger. 

Councilman Walker referenced the long-standing Council 
policy prohibiting the sale of jet fuel, and offered the 
following: 

16. 

City Council 
August 19, 1986 

49 



50 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to concur with the 
recommendation of the City Manager and uphold cancellation of the 
fueling agreement. His motion was seconded by Councilman Nakano. 

Council discussion was directed to the various options 
available, following which Mr. Alexander requested permission to 
again address the Council. 

Mr. Alexander then distributed copies of an outline of his 
presentation (of record), which he followed when verbally 
addressing issues of legality, fairness , etc. Mr. Alexander 
stressed that there is no jet fuel prohibition clause in 
Peninsula Aviation's lease or refueler agreement, nor is there a 
provision for cancellation. 

In response to certain of Mr. Alexander's statements, City 
Attorney Remelmeyer affirmed that the Peninsula Aviation lease 
does not contain a cancellation clause and suggested that it 
would be appropriate to discuss the legal issues in this matter 
during Executive Session. As to the issue of fairness, it was 
Mr. Remelmeyer's opinion that if the Council were to continue to 
enforce its policy regarding the sale of jet fuel, it would have 
to be enforced for everyone on the Airport (including 
Mr. Alexanqer). 

Roll call vote on the above motion to uphold cancellation 
of the subject mobile fueling agreement was unanimously 
favorable. 

It was Councilman Wirth's request that staff review this 
issue in relation to the overall Airport fueling picture. 

Considered next out of order --

21. ADDENDUM MATTERS: 

21a. MUTUAL INDEMNIFICATION FOR IN-SERVICE MOTOR OFFICER 
TRAINING, CITY OF INGLEWOOD: 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-209 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE TO PROVIDE TRAINING FOR 

POLICE DEPARTMENT MOTOR OFFICERS 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution No. 
86-209. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 
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The Council now returned to --

20. CONSENT CALENDAR: 

20a. REDUCTION OF SUBDIVISION BONDS - TRACT NO. 43609 
SUBDIVIDER: CALPROP CORPORATION 
ENGINEER: E. L. PEARSON 
LOCATION: 19300 INGLEWOOD (FORMER STEELE SCHOOL SITE) 
NO. OF LOTS: 60. 

Bond Type 

Performance 
Payment 
Inspection 

Bond No. 

LA-101572 
LA-101572 
LA-101573 

Existing Amount 

$342,000.00 
$171,000.00 
$ 8,840.00 

Proposed 
Reduction to: 

$85,500.00 
$42,750.00 
$ 3,200.00 

RECOMMENDATION OF ACTING CITY ENGINEER: 

The Engineering Department recommends that the subdivision 
bonds be reduced as indicated. 

Mayor Geissert noted her knowledge of problems associated 
with completion of the subject development. Following 
discussion, Director of Building and Safety Grippo suggested that 
the matter might be held pending submittal of a more specific 
completion schedule. 

MOTION: Councilman Wirth moved to hold Agenda Item 20a for 
two weeks (Council meeting of September 2, 1986, 5:30 p.m.). His 
motion was seconded by Councilwoman Hardison and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable. 

20b. FINAL TRACT 
SUBDIVIDER: 
LOCATION: 

NO. OF LOTS: 

MAP NO. 43219 
TORRANCE BUSINESS PARK 
N/W/C DEL AMO BOULEVARD 
(UNION CARBIDE SITE) 
11. 

AND PRAIRIE AVENUE 

RECOMMENDATION OF ACTING CITY ENGINEER: 

The Engineering Department recommends that Final Tract Map 
No. 43219 be approved. 

MOTION: Councilman Wirth moved to concur with the above 
staff recommendation on Agenda Item 20b. His motion, seconded by 
Councilman Walker, carried unanimously by roll call vote 
(Councilman Applegate ABSTAINED). 
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Considered together 

20c. COUNCIL AWARD OF CONTRACT: To furnish and install 375 
square yards of new carpet tiles at the Torrance 
Civic Center Library 
Ref: BID# B86-49 
Expenditure: $8,111.00. 

RECOMMENDATION OF DIRECTOR OF GENERAL SERVICES: 

It is staff's recommendation that Council award a contract 
for the purchase and installation of carpet tiles to 
Custom Floors, Inc. of Garden Grove, California in the 
total amount of $8,111.00, including tax. 

20d. COUNCIL AWARD OF CONTRACT: For the purchase of one ( 1) new 
budgeted tow tractor for use in the Transit Facility 
Ref: BID #B86-55 
Expenditure: $17,594.00 
Funding: 80% Federal Grant CA-90-Xl24 and 

20% Local Proposition A Funds. 

RECOMMENDATION OF DIRECTOR OF GENERAL SERVICES: 

It is staff's recommendation that Council award a contract 
to purchase one (1) new budgeted tow tractor from United 
Tractor Co~pany ~f San Juan Capistrano, California in the 
total amount of $17,594.00 including tax. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with staff's 
recommendations in Agenda Items 20c and 20d above. His motion, 
seconded by Councilman Wirth, carried unanimously by roll call 
vote. 

20e. TRACT NOS. 43319 AND 43326 - TIME EXTENSIONS FOR 
SUBDIVISION AGREEMENTS 
DEVELOPER: TORRANCE INVESTMENT CO. (PARK DEL AMO) 

RECOMMENDATION OF ACTING CITY ENGINEER: 

That the City Council adopt the Resolutions approving one­
year extensions (to August 23, 1987) to allow the 
completion of public improvements per Subdivision 
Agreements dated August 23, 1984. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 86-210 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE APPROVING A 12 MONTH TIME EXTENSION 
TO A SUBDIVISION AGREEMENT FOR TRACT 43319 

BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE AND 
TORRANCE INVESTMENT CO. 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 86-210. His motion, seconded by Councilman 
Walker, carried unanimously by roll calf vote (Councilman 
Applegate ABSTAINED). 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-211 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE APPROVING A 12 MONTH TIME 
EXTENSION TO A SUBDIVISION AGREEMENT FOR 
TRACT 43326 BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

AND TORRANCE INVESTMENT CO. 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution No. 
86-211. His motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and 
carried unanimously by roll call vote (Councilman Applegate 
ABSTAINED). 

* * * 
At 9:42 p.m., the City Council recessed and reconvened as 

Redevelopment Agency of the City of Torrance, adjourning as 
Redevelopment Agency and reconvening as City Council at 9:45 p.m. 
Agency adjournment was to Tuesday, September 2, 1986, at 
5:30 p.m. 

21. ADDENDUM MATTERS: 

21a. See Page 17. 

22. .ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

* * * 

22a. Councilman' Applegate requested that staff investigate and 
report back to the Council regarding a policy allowing the 
installation of street banners in certain specified areas of the 
City. 
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22b. Councilman Nakano praised the recently completed City Yard 
complex and Fire Station 6, as magnificent facilities. 

22c. On behalf of his family, Councilman Walker expressed 
sincere appreciation to the Mayor, his colleagues on the Council, 
and City staff for their help and concern during the recent 
illness of his father. 

22d. Councilman Wirth commended City staff and AFSCME for having 
worked out difficulties and approved a contract. 

22e. Mayor Geissert deemed the recent production of the 30th 
Annual Aquacade an outstanding event. 

The Council now returned to --

17g. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

Mayor Geissert read the following statement into the 
record. 

The City Council will now recess to closed session for the 
purpose of ~onferring with the City Attorney regarding the 
following pending litigation cases to which the City is a 
party. The authority for holding a closed session for this 
purpose is contained in the provisions of Government Code 
Section 54956.9(a): 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

City of Torrance v. Torrance Investment Company, 
et al, Los Angeles Superior Court Case Number C577962. 

Andrew Serrano v. City of Torrance, Los Angeles 
Superior Court Case No. SWC 69 1 35. 

City of Torrance v. Group w. Cable TV , et al, Los 
Angeles Superior Court Case Number C607766. 

City of Torrance v. Shell Oil Co., et al, Los Angeles 
Superior Court Case Number C479808. 

* 
o Potential litigation involving a slope failure 

resulting in damage to real property located at 
4730 Via Corona and 4539 Vista Largo. 
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o Potential litigation involving real property located 
at 2714 Gramercy Avenue due to erosion 0£ the slope 
located at the rear of City-owned property at the 
southwest corner of Santa Fe and Andree (Torrance 
Park) • 

o Potential litigation involving the appeal by Peninsula 
Aviation Co. (Eli Alexander) from cancellation of its 
Mobile Fuel Agreement by the City. 

The authority for holding a closed session for the purpose 
of discussing these three possible litigation matters is 
contained in the provisions of Government Code Section 
54956.9 (b) (1). 

The City Council will also recess to closed session to 
confer with the City Manager regarding salaries, salary 
schedules and compensation for certain employee groups. 

This closed session is being held pursuant to the 
authority of Government Code Section 54957.6. 

At 9:53 p.m., the City Council recessed to Executive 
Session. 

NOTE: Councilman Applegate announced that he would abstain 
from consideration of the Torrance Investment Company matter, and 
absented himself from the meeting room during that discussion. 

The Council returned at 10:31 p.m., to take the following 
action. 

MOTION: Councilwoman Hardison moved to approve in concept 
Memorandum of Intent for Engineers and for TME-AFSCME. Her 
motion was seconded by Councilman Walker and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable. 

* 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-212 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE SETTING FORTH HOURS, WAGES, -AND 
WORKING CONDITIONS FOR EMPLOYEES REPRESENTED 
BY THE TORRANCE INSPECTION AND ENFORCEMENT 
ASSOCIATION FOR THE PERIOD FROM JULY 20, 1986 

TO JULY 1, 1987 

22. 

City Council 
August 19, 1986 

55 



56 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 86-212. His motion, seconded by Councilwoman 
Hardison, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

* 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with the City 
Attorney's recommendation in the following cases: Andrew Serrano 
v. City of Torrance and City of Torrance v. Shell Oil Co., et al. 
His motion, seconded by Councilman Walker, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

* * * 

At 10:35 p.m., the meeting of the City Council was formally 
adjourned to Tuesday, September 2, 1986, at 5:30 p.m. 

Adjournment was dedicated to the memory of Mr. Wallace 
Walker. 

Peggy Laverty 
Minute Secretary 
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