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Torrance City Council - April 29, 1986 

SUBJECT: 

1. 
2. 
3. 

4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 

8a. 
8b. 
8c. 
8d. 
8e. 
8f. 
8g. 

9a. 

10a. 
10b. 

13a. 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 
Call to Order 
Roll Call 
Flag Salute and Invocation 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 
Approval of Minutes 
Motion to Waive Further Reading 
Withdrawn or Deferred Items 
Council Committee Meetings 

8. COMMUNITY MATTERS: 
Proclamation re "Be Kind to Animals Week" May 4-10 
Proclamation re "Better Hearing and Speech Month 
Proclamation re "Correct Posture Month" 
Proclamation re "National Nursing Home Week" May 11-18 
Proclamation re "Child Passenger Safety Week" May 4-11 
Proclamation re "National Day of Prayer" May 1 
Resolution Commending John Moyer 

9. LIBRARY/PARKS AND RECREATION MATTERS: 
Roberti Z'Berg Grant Application 

10. TRANSPORTATION/PUBLIC WORKS MATTERS: 
Encroachment Agreement - 4010 Bluff Street 
Street Lighting Assessment District 17 Contract 

Exterision 
13. ENVIRONMENTAL/BUILDING AND SAFETY MATTERS: 

Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Plan 
14. PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

14a. Examination for Position of Finance Director 
14b. Revised Class Specification for Finance Director 

15. HEARINGS: 
Considered together: 
15a. PD 86-4, TT 34533, Watt Homes, Inc.; 
15b. PD 86-3, TT 34383, Watt Homes, Inc.; and 
15c. PD 86-1, Lincoln Property Company (Steven L.Morgan, 

Director of Development) 
15d. Short-Range Transit Plan 

17a. 
17b. 

20a. 
20b. 

20c. 
20d. 
20e. 
20f. 
20g. 

17. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 
Refinancing of Certificates of Participation 
Executive Session 

20. CONSENT CALENDAR: 
Award of Contract - Sanitary Sewers 
Final Acceptance and Appropriation of Additional 

Funds for Landscaping on Henrietta Street 
Disposal of four Surplus Buses 
Purchase of Replacement Police "Special Use" Vehicle 
Award of Contract - Stationery and Office Supplies 
Sale of Wrecked Police Vehicle 
Increase in Ready Mix Concrete Expenditure 
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21a. 

22a. 
22b. 

22c. 
22d. 
22e. 
22£. 
22g. 
22h. 

21. ADDENDUM MATTERS: 
Resolutoin Commending Dave Aurit 

22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 
Councilman Applegate re Condolences to Keller Family 
Councilwoman Hardison re Bicycle Rodeo and Bunka 

Sai Festival 
Councilwoman Hardison re Condominium Parking Standards 
Councilman Wirth re TV Coverage of Bunka Sai Festival 
Mayor Geissert re Bunka Sai Festival 
Mayor Geissert re Costal Commission Member Selection 
Mayor Geissert re Birth of Granddaughter 
Mr. Michael Chapman re Thomas Joseph Keller 

Memorial Plaque 

ADJOURNMENT: 11:13 p.m. to May 6, 1986 at 5:30 p.m. 
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Paggy Laverty 
Minute Secretary 
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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 
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April 29, 1986 

The Torrance City Council convened in a regular meeting on 
Tuesday, April 29, 1986, at 5:30 p.m., in the Council Chambers at 
Torrance City Hall. 

2. ROLL CALL: 

Present: 

Absent: 

Councilmembers Applegate, Hardison, Mock, 
Nakano, Wirth and Mayor Geissert. Council
man Walker arrived at 5:40 p.m. 

None. 

Also pre~ent: City Manager Jackson, 
City Attorney Remelrneyer, and 
Staff representatives. 

3. FLAG SALUTE AND INVOCATION: 

Management Assistant Rick Pickering led in the salute to 
the flag. 

The invocation for the meeting was provided by Dr. Charles 
E. Bullock, Church of the Nazarene. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved for adoption of the 
City Council minutes of April 8, 1986, as presented. His motion 
was seconded by Councilman Mock, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable (Councilman Walker not as yet arrived). 

1. 

City Council 
April 29, 1986 



227 

5. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Applegate MOVED that after the City Clerk has 
assigned a number and read title to any resolution or ordinance 
on tonight's agenda, the further reading thereof be waived, 
reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember the right to 
demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in regular 
order. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, and 
carried unanimously by roll call vote (Councilman Walker had not 
as yet arrived at the meeting). 

6. WITHDRAWN OR DEFERRED ITEMS: 

15d. SHORT RANGE TRANSIT PLAN - to be continued to May 6, 
1986, a 5:30 p.m. meeting. 

7r COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

8. 

8a. 

Ad Hoc Legislative Council Committee 
To meet May 6, 1986, 4:00 p.m. 
Subject: Ballot Propositions - June Election. 

Finance and Government Operations Committee 
To meet May 6, 1986, 4:30 p.m. 
Subject: Third Quarter Budget Review. 

COMMUNITY MATTERS: 

PROCLAMATION proclaiming May 4 through 10, 1986, as "Be 
Kind to Animals Week." 

SO PROCLAIMED by Mayor Geissert. 

* * * 

The hour being 5:40 p.m., Councilman Walker arrived. 

* * * 

2. 
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8b. 

8c. 

8d. 

8e. 

8f. 

PROCLAMATION proclaiming May 1986 as "Better Hearing and 
Speech Month." 

PROCLAMATION proclaiming May 1986 as "Correct Posture 
Month." 

PROCLAMATION proclaiming May 11 through 18, 1986, as 
"National Nursing Home Week." 

PROCLAMATION proclaiming May 4 through 11, 1986, as "Child 
Passenger Safety Week." 

PROCLAMATION proclaiming May 1, 1986, "National Day of 
Prayer." 

so PROCLAIMED by Mayor Geissert. 

8g. RESOLUTION commending John Moyer: 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-86 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE COMMENDING JOHN MOYER 

AS JAYCEE OF THE YEAR FOR 1985-86 

228 

-MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No . . 86-86. His motion, seconded by Councilman Walker, 
carried unanimously.by roll call vote. 

Considered out of order at this time --

2la. RESOLUTION commending Davi Aurit: 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-87 

RESOLUTION OF THE CJTY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE COMMENDING DAVE AURIT 
AS PRESIDENT OF THE TORRANCE· JAYCEES, 

1985-86 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 86-87. This motion was seconded by Councilman 
Walker, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

3. 
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9. 

9a. 

LIBRARY/PARKS AND RECREATION MATTERS: 

ROBERTI Z'BERG OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION PROGRAM GRANT 
FUNDS: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is the recommendation of the Parks and Recreation 
Commission and the Parks and Recreation Director that the 
City apply for a 1985-86 Block Grant under the Roberti 
z'Berg Program for the rehabilitation of the play area and 
courts at La Romeria Park and Pueblo Recreation Center and 
that the matching funds in the amount of $22,000 be 
appropriated from the Parks and Recreation Facilities Fund. 

~ITY MANAGER'S NOTE: 

While La Romeria Park and Pueblo Recreation Center are 
appropriate projects for the proposed Roberti z/Berg Grant, 
the City Manager recommends that the proposed grant money 
be used to offset the cost of the acquisition of the 
Greenwood School site. 

Usually acquisition of expensive and large open space 
parcels have been funded through Parks and Recreation funds 
or federal revenue sharing. The 1986-87 installment pay
ment for Greenwood, however, will have to be funded through 
general ~p~rating funds since other fund~ are unavailable. 

The City Manager therefore recommends that the grant 
application be filed by May 1, 1986, and amended to reflect 
a change from the proposed La Romeria and Pueblo projects 
to the acquisition of the Greenwood School site. 

Staff presentation was provided by Parks and Recreation 
Director Barnett, who advised that, based -upon receipt of further 
clarification from the State as to acceptable use of the subject 
grant monies, his recommendation is now modified to concur with 
that of the City Manager as noted above. 

A brief Council discussion developed with additional 
clarification, as desired, provided by the Parks and Recreation 
Director and the City Manager. 

Councilman Applegate advised that he would concur with the 
City Manager and Director of Parks and Recreation recommendations 
only with the understanding that funding for rehabilitation of La 

4. 
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Romeria Park and the Pueblo Recreation Center would then be 
forthcoming from the General or Parks and Recreation Facilities 
Funds. 

The following was then offered 
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MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to support the City 
Manager/Park and Recreation Director's recommendation knowing the 

· intent is above stated by him. The motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Hardison. 

Parks and Recreation Director Barnett advised that the 
$22,000 matching funds must be appropriated to fulfill the 
requirements of the Grant. This statement was accepted by 
Councilman Applegate and Councilwoman Hardison as part of the 
above motion. 

The above motion carried without objection. 

At the request of Mayor Geissert, City Clerk Wilson 
assigned a number and read title to the following SUPPLEMENTAL 
resolution. 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-88 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AN APPLICATION 
TO THE STATE FOR ROBERTI Z'BERG FUNDS FOR 
THE ACQUISITION AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
GREENWOOD SCHOOL SITE AND APPROPRIATING 
THE SUM OF $22,000 IN MATCHING FUNDS 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 86-88. His motion, seconded by Councilman Wirth, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

Considered next out of order --

17a . . REFINANCING OF CERTIFICATES OF PARTICIPATION FOR VARIOUS 
CITY PROJECTS: 

At the request of Mayor Geissert, Acting Finance Director 
Rankin provided an overview of the subject proposal and noted 
that the City of Torrance Improvements Corporation has, by action 
this date, approved of the financing plan as presented. 

Mr. John Fitzgerald of Seidler-Fitzgerald, underwriters for 
refinancing of the existing Certificates of Participation issues, 
outlined the concept and procedure involved in the recommended 
refinancing process. Mr. Fitzgerald deemed this a prudent move 
for the City of Torrance. 

City Council 
April 29, 1986 
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City Treasurer Rupert commended members of the Board of 
Directors of the Torrance Improvements Corporation for their 
alertness and depth of inquiries prior to taking action on their 
resolution of approval. 

At Mayor Geissert's request, City Clerk Wilson read title 
to the following --

RESOLUTION NO. 86-89 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE PROVIDING FOR THE RETIREMENT OF 
CERTAIN OUTSTANDING CERTIFICATES OF PARTICIPATION; 
THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF ADDITIONAL 
CERTIFICATES OF PARTICIPATION IN AN AGGREGATE 
PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $45 MILLION; THE 
EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF AN IRREVOCABLE ORDER TO 
THE 1984/1985 TRUSTEE REGARDING ADVANCE PREPAYMENT, 
A GROUND LEASE, A LEASE AND OPTION TO PURCHASE, 
AN ASSIGNMENT AGREEMENT, AN AGENCY AGREEMENT, A 
TRUST AGREEMENT AND A PURCHASE CONTRACT; THE 
DISTRIBUTION OF A PRELIMINARY OFFICIAL STATEMENT 
AND AN OFFICIAL STATEMENT; AND OTHER MATTERS 

RELATED THERETO 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 86-89, with the appropriation indicated. His 
motion was seconded by Councilman Mock, and roll call vote was 
unanimousLy favorable. 

* * * 
At 6:10 p.m., a brief recess was called by Mayor Geissert. 

The Council reconvened at 6:25 p.m. 

* * * 

The regular agenda order was resumed, with consideration of --

10. TRANSPORTATION/PUBLIC WORKS MATTERS: 

10a. ENCROACHMENT AGREEMENT - 4010 BLUFF STREET: 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-90 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION 
OF THAT CERTAIN ENCROACHMENT AGREEMENT 

6. 
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DATED APRIL 29, 1986 BETWEEN THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AND ROBERT L. AND JOAN M. 
RITTERSBACHER, PERMITTING THE ENCROACHMENT 
UPON THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY OF BLUFF STREET 
FOR A RETAINING WALL AND CONCRETE STEPS 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano .moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 86-90. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Mock, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 
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10b. STREET LIGHTING ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 17 CONTRACT EXTENSION: 

At the request of Mayor Getssert, City Clerk Wilson read 
title to 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-91 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE 
MAYOR AND THE CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE THAT CERTAIN 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE AND 
PATRICK N. ROSSETTI FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES IN 
CONNECTION WITH STREET LIGHTING DISTRICT NO. 17 

FOR THE YEAR 1986-1987 -

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 86-91. His motion, ~econded by Councilman Mock, 
carried unanimously _by roll call vote. 

13. ENVIRONMENTAL / BUILDING AND SAFETY MATTERS: 

13a. OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF OIL AND GAS LEASING PLAN: 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-92 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE OPPOSING THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 
OF THE INTERIOR'S PROPOSED FIVE YEAR OUTER 
CONTINENTAL SHELF OIL AND GAS LEASING PROGRAM 
FOR 1986-91 AND THE ASSOCIATED FEDERAL DRAFT 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 86-92. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Mock, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

It was the request of Councilman Wirth that notice of the 
above action be forwarded to appropriate Federal representatives 
and to the Secretary of the Interior. 

7. 
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14. PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

14a. EXAMINATION FOR POSITION OF FINANCE DIRECTOR: 

RECOMMENDATION OF CIVIL SERVICE ADMINISTRATOR/ CIVIL SERVICE 
COMMISSION: 

That your Honorable Body authorize the examination for 
Finance Director on an open competitive basis; that 
William Hamilton and Associates be retained to conduct an 
executive search and assessment center process; and that 
an appropriation in the amount of $8,000 from the General 
Fund Reserve for Contingencies be authorized to cover the 
expense of the examination. 

MOTION: Councilman Wirth moved to concur with the above 
stated recommendation with regard to Agenda Item 14a. His 
motion, seconded by Councilman Mock, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 

14b. REVISED CLASS SPECIFICATION FOR FINANCE DIRECTOR: 

RECOMMENDATION OF ACTING PERSONNEL MANAGE R/CIVIL SERVICE 
COMMISSION: 

The Personnel Department and the Civil Service Commission 
recommend adoption of the revised clas_s specification for 
Finance Director. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with the 
above stated recommendation on Agenda Item 14b. His motion, 
seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 

* * * 

8. 
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15. HEARINGS: 

Considered together 
15a. PD 86-4, TT 34533, WATT HOMES, INC: Consideration of an 

appeal of a Planning Commission approval of a plan of 
development and a ten-lot tentative tract map to allow the 
construction of 422 residential condominiums in the PD 
zone on the south side of Toledo Street between Maple 
Avenue and Crenshaw Boulevard. 

15b. PD 86-3 , TT 34383, WATT HOMES , INC: Consideration of an 
appea l o f a P l anning Comm i ss i on approval of a plan of 
development and a six-lot tentative tract map to allow the 
construction of 146 detached residential condominium units 
in the PD zone on the south side of Toledo Street, between 
Maple Avenue and Crenshaw Boulevard. 

15c. PD 86-1 , LINCOLN PROPERTY COMPANY ( STEVEN L. MORGAN, 
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT ) : Consideration o f an appeal of a 
Pl anning Commission approval of a plan of development to 
allow the construction of 416 multiple family dwelling 
units in the PD zone on the east side of ~aple Avenue, 
between Sepulveda Boulevard and Toledo Street. 

Mayor Geissert announced that this was the . time and place 
for City Council consideration of the above stated appeals. 
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Proof of _publication on all three agenda items was provided 
by City Clerk Wilso~ and it was ordered filed, there being no 
objection. 

* * * 
Councilman Applegate announced that he would ABSTAIN from 

consideration of Agenda Items 15a, 15b, and 15c, for reasons 
previously stated. Mr. Applegate then departed from the Council 
Chambers. 

* * * 

Staff presentation, with the aid of transparencies, was 
provided by Planning Associate Gibson, who expanded on specific 
areas of development including: density; guest parking 
provisions; distance from drill sites; architectural style; 
etc. Mr. Gibson noted that in each case the Planning Commission 
and Planning Department are recommending denial of the appeal. 

9. 

City Council 
April 29, 1986 



23.5 

At this point, Mayor Geissert dirrected attention to 
PD 86-4 and TT 34533 (15a) wherein the Tentative Tract Map 
specifies ten lots and development plans have been submitted for 
only nine lots. Mrs. Geissert requested an explanation of the 
ramifications of such a proposal, noting that Lot No. 10 has been 
designated for senior citizen ho~sing. 

City Attorney Remelmeyer outlined the various options 
available to the Council in their deliberations this evening 
including denial without prejudice; holding the matter pending a 
resolution of conditions acceptable to both the developer and the 
City; or approving PD 86-4 for the nine lots only. 

Mayor Geissert then related her serious concerns regarding 
parking inadequacies on all three projects, and suggested the 
possibility of design modification to allow for parking in the 
driveways of the individual units. This concept was vigorously 
opposed by Councilman Walker from the aesthetic point of view. 

The developers were then invited to address the Council on 
the individual projects as proposed. 

* * * 

PD 86-4, TT 34533: 422 residential condominiums, density 
21 units per acre. 

Mr. Larry Schmidt, representing Watt Industries, 2716 Ocean 
Park Boulevard, Santa Monica, displayed a plot plan and described 
highlights of this proposal. Addressing the Mayor's expressed 
concerns relative to Lot 10, Mr. Schmidt advised that a senior 
citizen project for that lot as a rental (rather than sale) plan 
has been submitted to staff for review and study. 

Concurrence with the staff report and all recommended 
conditions of approval was indicated by Mr. Schmidt, and 
acceptance of the design, as submitted, was requested. 

* * * 

PD 86-3, TT 34383: 146 detached residential condominium 
units, density 8.5 units per acre. 

Representing Watt Industries, Mr. Larry Schmidt, 2716 Ocean 
Park Boulevard, Santa Monica, described this project with the 
aid of a site plan, and reviewed the guest parking layouts for 
this proposal as well as for PD 86-4. Mr. Schmidt indicated a 
willingness to work with staff regarding parking. 

* * * 

10. 
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PD 86-1: 416 multiple family dwelling units, density 27 
units per acre. 

Mr. Steven Morgan, Director of Development for Lincoln 
Properties, 15350 Sherman Way, Van Nuys, addressed design 
elements of this project including: parking provisions for 
residents and guests; traffic flow pattern; and rationale 
behind leaving options open for either selling or renting the 
units. 

* * * 

Mayor Geissert invited audience input regarding all three 
projects. 

The following speakers indicated opposition to the 
proposals for reasons noted. 

o Mr. Bud Goff, 2971 Toledo Street, #293, member of 
Board of Directors for Springwood Village -
Submitted a petition (of record containing some 
155 signatures) in opposition to PD 86-1. 

Objections and concerns included: 

rental aspects 
parking 
emergency vehicle access 
traffic 
only one entrance/exit to the project 
access location. 

o Mr. Ross Coteja, 2931 Toledo Street, # 135 -- voiced 
concerns regarding PD 86-1 pertaining to: 

parking inadequacies 

236 

no large vehicle access to parking structure 
insufficient guest parking 
location of driveway access 
absence of play area for children. 

o Mr. Gregory Shepherd, 2931 Toledo Street, #136, 
described problems as follows experienced by 
residents of Springwood Village: 

serious parking problems 
inadequate emergency vehicle access because 

of illegal resident/guest parking 
no sidewalks throughout complex 
objectionable noise and activity from drill 

City Council 
April 29, 1986 
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no sidewalks throughout complex 
objectionable noise and activity from drill 

site 

o Mr. Dick Johnson, 23059"A" Nadine Circle, addressed 
PD 86-4, urging: 

development of senior citizen housing 
consideration of parking inadequacies 
serious review of density, oil pumping 

related noise, and traffic. 

* * * 

At this time, Mr. Steven Morgan of Lincoln Properties, 
returned to respond to concerns by pointing out their proposal 
for full time onsite management which will, in his opinion, 
mitigate problems such as parking. Mr. Morgan also indicated a 
willingness to work with staff regarding traffic flow, and noted 
that they are willing to utilize the emergency entrance as a 
right-turn only exit, if desired. 

* * * 

Audience comments then continued. 

o Mr. Rob Katherman, 429 Camino de las Colinas, repre-
senting Friends of Madrona Marsh, spoke in strong 
opposition to approval of any development project 
without benefit of transfer of the Marsh to , the 
City. 

* * * 

City Attorney Remelmeyer interjected previously stated 
advice regarding the City's posture with respect to the Marsh and 
development of the surrounding area. Mr. Remelmeyer advised that 
that matter is presently being considered by the Courts -- at 
this time the City should not withhold approval of the request 
for development pending resolution to the City's satisfaction. 

* * * 

12. 
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o Mr. Bill Arrowsmith, 2019 231st Street, read aloud 
from the Development Agreement regarding 
dedication of the Marsh, and urged careful 
consideration in areas of --

play areas for children 
parking. 

o Mr. Sam Suitt, 1745 Maple Avenue, #73, member of the 
Friends of Madrona Marsh, but speaking as an 
individual, expressed extreme displeasure at 
the developer's past actions regarding: 

Marsh dedication 
preservation of eucalyptus trees 
senior citizen development. 

Specific developmental concerns voiced by 
Mr. Suitt included: 

rental units 
quality of life 
landscaping 
aesthetics 
building height 
parking. 

o Mr. Jack LeResche, 3634 West 228th Street, detailed 
serious concerns regarding~-

·· parking. 

o Ms. Tina Marie Winters, 425 Gould Avenue, Hermosa 
Beach, addressed remarks to --

Marsh preservation. 

o Mr. Dave Rankin, 1011 Beech Avenue, a member of 
Friends of Madrona Marsh, addressed: 

preservation of the Marsh 
parking problems. 

* * * 
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Inasmuch as there was no one else in the audience who 
wished to address the Council on the proposed developments, 
Councilman Wirth moved to close the hearings on Agenda Items 15a, 
15b, and 15c. His motion was seconded by Councilman Mock, and 
carried unanimously by roll call vote (Councilman Applegate 
abstained). 

General Council comments were offered at this time with 
Councilwoman Hardison noting her particular concerns regarding 
the City's existing condominium parking standards, particularly 
in projects such as these with no on-street parking provisions. 

Councilman Walker pointed out that the problem is 
compounded with the tendency of residents to usurp their garage 
parking area for storage. 

Issues surrounding his personal lack of faith in the 
developer, as well as his frustrations in circumstances related 
to the Madrona Marsh matter, were voiced by Councilman Wirth. 

The development proposals were now considered individually 
for purposes of taking action. 

PD 86-1, Lincoln Property Company (15c): 

Noting his opinion that there are too many specifics as yet 
unanswered, Councilman Wirth offered the following --

MOTION: 
DENY PD 86-1. 

Councilman Wirth moved to grant the appeal and 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Mock. 

Prior to roll call vote, Councilman Walker expressed his 
opinion that if it is determined that rental units are needed in 
the City of Torrance, this project would seem a reasonable one. 

Of a differing opinion was Councilman Nakano, who deemed an 
apartment complex incompatible in this area. Mr. Nakano's 
concerns encompassed the parking problems and absence of security 
measures for the subterranean parking area and for the project 
itself. 

Indicating her support of the motion for denial, 
Councilwoman Hardison stated that, while she is in favor of 
apartment developments for the City of Torrance, she does not 
think this is the proper location -- traffic and parking concerns 
must be addressed. 

14. 
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Mayor Geissert addressed the overwhelming aspects of a 
total of 1,000 dwelling units being considered for approval at 
one time. Noting that there are values as well as disadvantages 
to a walled community, Mrs. Geissert specifically cited parking 
as one of the serious problems presented thereby. 
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Councilman Wirth clarified that an apartment development is 
not acceptable to him in this location. It was clarified by the 
Mayor, for the record, that although proposed as rental units, 
this project is under condominium standards. 

The motion for DENIAL of PD 86-1 (15c), carried by way of 
the following roll call vote (yes being for denial). 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

COUNCILMEMBERS: Hardison, Mock, Nakano, 
Wirth and Mayor Geissert. 

COUNCILMEMBERS: Walker. 

COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate. 

PD 86-4, TT 34533, Watt Homes, Inc. (15a): 

During discussion of the alternatives available to the 
Council in consideration of the above project, City Attorney 
Remelmeyer advised of laws governing the time period for approval 
of a Tentative Tract Map, and inquired as to the proponent's 
willingness to waive such time limits under the Subdivision Map 
Act. 

In order to afford the proponent's representative an 
opportunity to respond, Councilman Wirth MOVED to reopen · the 
hearing on PD 86-4 and TT 34533. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Walker, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable 
(Councilman Applegate abstained). 

Mr. Larry Schmidt returned to the podium and, in response 
to a specific question from the City Attorney, advised that the 
proponent would not be willing to grant a time limit waiver to 
July 1, 1986. 

City Attorney Remelmeyer then suggested that the matter be 
continued for one week pending investigation by his office of 
Tentative Tract time constraints. 

Councilman Wirth then MOVED to reclose the hearing. His 
motion was seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable (Councilman Applegate abstained). 

15. 

City Council 
April 29, 1986 



241 

MOTION: Councilman Wirth moved to hold Agenda Item 15a, 
(PD 86-4, TT 34533, including Lot 10) to the City Council meeting 
of May 6, 1986, 5:30 p.m. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Mock. 

Prior to roll call vote, Mayor Geissert expressed·her 
desire that a plan for Lot 10 be finalized prior to consideration 
of the above project. 

Roll call vote on the motion to continue Agenda Item 15a, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote (Councilman Applegate 
abstained). 

PD 86-3, TT 34383, Watt Homes, Inc. (15b): 

Following his review of the merits of this proposal for 
detached hou~ing at 8.5 units per acre, Councilman Walker 
reiterated his previous position that setbacks should not be 
increased to allow for vehicles to be parked in the driveways. 

Councilman Walker then MOVED to concur with the 
recommendation of staff and the Planning Commission in favor of 
PD 86-3 and TT 34383. His motion DIED FOR LACK OF A SECOND. 

Discussion continued. Councilwoman Hardison re1terated her 
concerns regarding parking. 

Councilman Wirth indicated concerns that approval of this 
development will essentially indicate favorable consideration of 
higher densities on the balance of the development because of the 
total allowable units, per Development Agreement. Mr. Wirth 
indicated a reluctance to do that at this time. 

MOTION: Councilman Wirth moved to continue PD 86-3 and TT 
34383 to the City Council meeting of May 6, 1986, 5:30 p.m. His 
motion was seconded by Councilman Mock, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable (Councilman Applegate abstained). 

* * * 
At ·s:50 p.m., Mayor Geissert called a recess. The entire 

Council (including Councilman Applegate) returned at 9:10 p.m. 

* * * 
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15d. SHORT RANGE TRANSIT PLAN: 

MOTION: Councilman Wirth moved to concur with the request 
of the Department of Transportation to continue Agenda Item 15d 
to May 6, 1986, 5:30 p.m. His motion, seconded by Councilman 
Applegate, carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

17. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

17a. REFINANCING OF CERTIFICATES OF PARTICIPATION: 

Considered earlier - see Page 5. 

17b. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

See Pages 21 and 22. 

20. CONSENT CALENDAR: 

20a. AWARD OF CONTRACT - Sanitary sewer across Crenshaw 
Boulevard north of Airport Drive 
Ref: B86-29 

RECOMMENDATION OF ACTING CITY ENGINEER/DIRECTOR OF 
TRANSPORTATION: 

1. That a contract be awarded to the low bidder, Ray 
Development & Construction Co., Inc., in the total 
amount of $18,425.66; and 

2. That $25,000 be appropriated from Airport Funds to 
cover costs of the contract and a contingency amount 
of $6,574.34. 

20b. FINAL ACCEPTANCE AND APPROPRIATION OF ADDITIONAL FUNDS for 
tandscaping on Henrietta Street from 450 feet north 
450 feet north of Torrance Boulevard to Sara Drive 
Ref: B85-23 

RECOMMENDATION OF ACTING CITY ENGINEER: 
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1. That the work be accepted and final payment be made to 
the contractor; and 

2. That an additional $14,000 be appropriated from Gas 
Tax Funds to cover costs for additional work that was 
performed on this project. 
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20c. REQUEST FOR COUNCIL AUTHORITY Re disposal of four (4) 
surplus buses via commercial public auction. 

EQUIP. 
NO 

354 

355 

356 

357 

MODEL 
YEAR DESCRIPTION AND VIN NUMBER LIFETIME MILEAGE 

1973 GMC - 35 foot bus 576,191. 
T6H4523A421 

1973 GMC - 35 foot bus 567,163. 
T6H4523A422 

1973 GMC - 35 foot bus 573,356. 
T6H4523A423 

1973 GMC - 35 foot bus 615,559. 
T6H4523A424 

RECOMMENDATION OF DIRECTOR OF GENERAL SERVICES: 

It is staff's recommendation that Council authorize the 
sale of the above listed SURPLUS City buses utilizing the 
services of a commercial vehicle auction outlet, The Ken 
Porter Auction Company. 

20d. COUNCIL APPROVAL - Purchase of one (1) replacement Police 
"Special Use" vehicle. 
Expenditure: $8,490.70. 

RECOMMENDATION OF DIRECTOR OF GENERAL SERVICES: 

It is recommended that Council approve the purchase of this 
replacement "Special Use'' vehicle from Avis Used Car Sales, 
in the total amount of $8,490.70, including tax. 

20e. COUNCIL AWARD OF ANNUAL CONTRACT: To furnish miscellaneous 
stationery and office supply items for City depart
ments. 
Ref: Bid No. B86-25 
Anticipated Expenditure: $29,675.26 (including tax). 
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RECOMMENDATION OF DIRECTOR OF GENERAL SERVICES: 

It is; therefore, recommended that Council award four (4) annual con
tracts to the low bidders of each of the two hundred twenty-five (225) 
bid items, with the understanding that firm prices were bid by each of 
the bidders for only the first six (6) months of the contract. There
after, price adjustments shall be authorized under the following con
ditions: 

1. The companies provide substantiated price increases by the 
manufacturer whenever a price increase is sought; 

2. That the amount of the increase shall be limited to the amount 
of the increase received by the company from the manufacturer. 

It is recommended that Council award the following contracts: 

1. A contract be awarded to the low bidder of thirty-two (32) bid items, 
the Eastman, Inc., Company of Long Beach, California, for the an
ticipated total amount of $2,918.21, including tax. 

2. A contract be awarded to the low bidder of thirty-five (35) bid items, 
the Ba1 ~ss Stationers, Inc. Company of Carson, California, for the 
anticipated total am9unt of $3,152.58, including tax. 

3. A contract be awarded to the low bidder of eighty-two (82) bid items, 
the Para.mount Stationers, Inc. Company of Paramount, California, for 
the anticipated total amount of $15,216.39, including tax. 

4. A contract be awarded to the low bidder of seventy-six (76) bid items, 
the Boise Cascade Office Products Company of Rancho Dominguez, Cali
fornia, for the anticipated amount of $8,388.08, including tax. 

20f. COUNCIL AUTHORIZATION TO SELL: One (1) "total loss" 
wrecked black and white police vehicle. 
Recommended Sale Price: $310.00. 

RECOMMENDATION OF DIRECTOR OF GENERAL SERVICES: 

It is staff's recommendation that Council authorize the 
sale of this "total loss" vehicle to the highest 
responsible bidder, Schimmick's Auto Dismantlers, Inc. 
of Torrance, California in the total amount of $310.00. 
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20g. REQUEST FOR COUNCIL TO AUTHORIZE: An increase in the 
expenditure of the City's annual Ready Mix Concrete 
contract 
Ref: Bid No. B85-39 
ORIGINAL AMOUNT AUTHORIZED BY 

COUNCIL ON 7/9/85: 
ADDITIONAL MONIES REQUESTED: 
TOTAL ANTICIPATED ANNUAL 

EXPENDITURE: 

$43,775.76 
20,000.00 

$63,775.76 

RECOMMENDATION OF DIRECTOR OF GENERAL SERVICES: 

It is recommended that Council approve an increase of 
$20,000.00 to the total anticipated annual expenditure of 
the City's Ready Mix Concrete Contract (expenditures will 
reflect actual usage). The new total anticipated annual 
expenditure of this contract would now be $63,775.76. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with staff 
recommendations on Agenda Items 20a, 20b, 20c, 20d, 20e, 20f, and 
20g. His motion, seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

* * * 

At 9:10 p.m., the Council recessed and reconvened as 
Redevelopment Agency of the City of Torrance, returning to the 
Council agenda at 9:12 p.m. 

* * * 

21. ADDENDUM MATTERS: 

21a. RESOLUTION commending Dave Aurit: 

See Page 3. 

22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

22a. Councilman Applegate expressed condolences to the family of 
Torrance Police Officer Thomas Keller. 

22b. Councilwoman Hardison commented favorably on the Bicycle 
Rodeo and the Bunka Sai Festival, both events held last weekend. 

20. 

City Council 
April 29, 1986 



22c. It was the request of Councilwoman Hardison that staff 
study condominium parking standards as related to those with 
on-street parking, as well as those without such parking 
availability. Mrs. Hardison suggested this subject be set for a 
Planning Commission workshop. 

22d. Councilman Wirth noted excellent television coverage 
recently on Channel 4, regarding Torrance's Bunka Sai Festival. 

22e. Mayor Geissert offered high praise to all connected with 
the recent Bunka Sai Festival, deeming it a "grand celebration." 
The talents of Councilman and Mrs. Nakano contributed to the 
success of the event, per Mrs. Geissert. 
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22f. Mayor Geissert requested Council input regarding the League 
of California Cities Committee selection of a member of the 
Coastal Commission. Discussion ultimately resulted in the 
general consensus that flexibility of choice be granted to Mayor 
Geissert, as voting delegate, should the Council's earlier 
specified endorsements not be selected. 

22g .. Mayor Geissert announced, with a great deal of pride, the 
birth of a grandchild, Julie Catherine Geissert, on Friday, 
April 25, in San Antonio, Texas. Congratulations to the happy 
family!. 

22h. Mr. Michael Chapman, 3607 Michelle Drive, presented a 
petition (of official record) requesting establishment of a 
memorial plaque in Downtown Torrance honoring Officer Thomas 
Joseph Keller. 

Mayor Geissert requested that this matter be coordinated 
through the Public Safety Committee of the Council, and that a 
meeting be set for the near future. 

The Council now returned to --

17b. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

Mayor Geissert read the following statement into the 
record. 
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The City Council will now recess to closed session for the 
purpose of conferring with the City Attorney regarding the 
following: 

1. Pending litigation entitled City of Torrance v. 
Torrance Unified School District, Los Angeles Superior 
Court Cast No. SWC 79400. Said closed session is 
being held pursuant to the provisions of Government 
Code Section 54956.9(a). 

2. Pending litigation entitled City of Torrance v. 
Torrance Investment Co., et al, Los Angeles Superior 
Court Cast No. C577962. Said closed session is being 
held pursuant_to the provisions of Government Code 
Section 54956.9(a). 

3. Pending litigation entitled Graefe vs. Panganiban, 
et al, Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. SWC 56757. 
This closed session is being held pursuant to the 
provisions of Government Code Section 54956.9(a). 

4. Potential litigation involving slope failure resulting 
in possible property damage at 4730 Via Corona and at 
4539 Vista Largo. Said closed session is being held 
pursuant to the provisions of Government Code Section 
54956.9(b) (1). 

NOTE: Councilman Applegate abstained from consideration - of 
the Torrance Investment Company matter, and departed from the 
meeting room during that discussion. 

At 9:35 p.m., the Council recessed to Executive Session, 
returning at 11:11 p.m., to take the following action: 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to increase the City 
Attorney's litigation budget by $100,000.00, and appropriate said 
sum therefor from the General Fund Reserve for Contingencies. 
His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable. 

* * * 
At 11:13 p.m., the meeting was formally adjourned to 

May 6, 1986, 5:30 p.m. 

Peggy Laverty 
Minute Secretary 

# # # 
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Peggy Laverty 
Minute Secretary · 
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