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I N D E X 

Torrance City Council - March 18, 1986 

SUBJECT: 

1. 
2. 
3. 

4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 

9a. 

10a. 
10b. 
10c. 
10d. 

15a. 

17a. 
17b. 
17c. 
17d. 
17e. 

20a. 
20b. 

22a. 
22b. 
22c. 
22d. 
22e. 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 
Call to Order 
Roll Call 
Flag Salute and Invocation 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 
Approval of Minutes 
Motion to Waive Further Reading 
Withdrawn or Deferred Items 
Council Committee Meetings 

9. LIBRARY / PARKS AND RECREATION MATTERS: 
Walkway Lig h ting at Torrance and Hickory Parks 

10. TRANSPORTATION/P UBLIC WORKS MATTERS: 
Extension of Di a l -A-L i ft Agreement 
Grant of Easements to Southern . California Edison 
Dedication of Property on 186th Street 
Appropriation of SB 300 Funds 

15. HEARINGS: 
PP 85-33, James P. Ellingson 

17. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 
Scheduling of Pre-Budget Workshop 
Non-Disturbance Agreement fot Big 5 Sporting Goods 
Destruction of City Records 
Executive Session 
Composition 0£ Cable Television Advisory Board 

20. CONSENT CALENDAR: 
Award of Contract - Airport Improvements 
Award of Contract - Purchase of Sweeper/Scrubber 

Vehicle 
22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

City Manager Jackson re pedestrian overpass damage 
Councilman Applegate re Tom Sullivan Run 
Councilman Nakano re Kendo Tournament 
Mr. Gary Berks re U-Haul business problem 
nr. Al Banfield re sound wall on Hawthorne Blvd. 
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Adjournment at 9:15 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., March 25, 1986. 

Peggy Laverty 
Minute Secretary 
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March 18, 1986 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

The Torrance City Council convened in a regular meeting on 
Tuesday, March 18, 1986, at 5:30 p.m., in the Council Chambers at 
Torrance City Hall. 

2. ROLL CALL: 

Present: Councilmembers Applegate, Hardison, Nakano, 
Walker, Wirth and Mayor G'ei ssert. 

Absent: Councilmember Mock. 

Also present: City Manager Jackson, 
City Attorney Rernelmeyer, and 
Staff representatives. 

3. FLAG SALUTE AND INVOCATION: 

Ms. Betsy Matthews of the Senior Citizens' Council led in 
the salute to the flag. 

The invocation for the meeting was provided by Pastoral 
Assistant Dean Panagos, St. Katherine's Greek Orthodox Church. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved for adoption of the 
City Council minutes of February 18, 1986, as recorded. His 
motion was seconded by Councilman Nakano, and carried unanimously 
by roll call vote (Councilwoman Hardison ABSTAINED; Councilman 
Mock ABSENT). 
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5. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Applegate MOVED that after the City Clerk has 
assigned a number and read title to any resolution or ordinance 
on tonight's agenda, the further reading thereof be waived, 
reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmernber the ri.ght to 
demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in regular 
order. His motion was seconded by Councilman Nakano, and carried 
unanimously by roll call vote (Councilman Mock absent). 

6. WITHDRAWN OR DEFERRED ITEMS: 

None. 

7. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

Ad Hoc Rose Float Committee 
Thursday, March 20, 1986, 5:00 p.m. 
Subject: Design Discussion. 

* * * 
As a point of personal privilege, Councilman Applegate 

presented to the Council a framed copy of the Tommy Sullivan 10K 
Run logo, in r~cognjtion of the continued support of the City of 
Torrance. It was the request of Mr. Applegate, concurred in by 
the Council, that this memento be appropriately displayed by the 
Parks and Recreation Department. 

* * * 

9. LIBRARY/PARKS AND RECREATION MATTERS: 

9a. WALKWAY LIGHTING SYSTEM AT TORRANCE AND HICKORY PARKS: 

RECOMMENDATION OF PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR: 

The Parks and Recreation Department recommends that your 
Honorable Body award the contract for the installation 
of Security Walkway Lighting at Torrance and Hickory Parks 
to Dewco General Contractors for the amount of $59,319.95. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with the 
above stated recommendation of the Director of Parks and 
Recreation. His motion was seconded by Councilman Nakano, and 
carried unanimously by roll call vote (Councilman Mock absent). 
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10. TRANSPORTATION/PUBLIC WORKS MATTERS: 

10a. EXTENSION OF DIAL-A-LIFT AGREEMENT WITH REDONDO BEACH AND 
LOMITA: 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-54 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE 
AN AMENDMENT EXTENDING THE DIAL-A-LIFT SERVICE 
AGREEMENT WITH REDONDO BEACH AND LOMITA 

124 

THROUGH OCTOBER 9, 1986 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 86-54. His motion, seconded by Councilman Wirth, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote (Councilman Mock absent). 

10b. GRANT OF TWO EASEMENTS TO SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON 
COMPANY ON THE ROLLING HILLS PLAZA AIRPORT LEASE: 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-55 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING 
AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE 
AND ATTEST TWO EASEMENTS TO SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
EDISON COMPANY FOR UNDERGROUND ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS 

AND APPURTENANCES 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 86-55. This motion was seconded by Councilman 
Wirth and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman 
Mock absent). 

10c. DEDICATION OF A PORTION OF CITY-OWNED PROPERTY AT LA 
CARRETERA PARK ON 186TH STREET FOR STREET AND HIGHWAY 

.PURPOSES: 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-56 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE DEDICATING CITY-OWNED 
PROPERTY FOR STREET AND HIGHWAY PURPOSES 

TO BE NAMED 186TH STREET 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 86-56. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Wirth, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman 
Mock absent). 
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10d. APPROPRIATION OF SB 300 FUNDS FOR STREET MAINTENANCE AND 
REPAIR PROJECTS: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The Engineering and Street Departments recommend that 
$468,155 be appropriated from SB 300 monies for 3 street 
maintenance and repair projects as follows: 

a) Crenshaw Boulevard from 182nd Street to 
Freeway ramp and 190th Street at Garrett 
and Mobil $150,000 

b) Heater Resurfacing or Petro-mat resurfacing 
major streets $200,000 

c) Pavement and adjacent curb and gutter 
repair $118,155 

Councilwoman Hardison requested that staff provide a list 
to Council of the proposed pavement and curb and gutter repair 
projects. 

Councilman Wirth requested that the Council be provided, 
on a regular basis, with an update on sidewalk repairs. Staff 
will follow through on both requests. 

MOTION: ·Councilman Nakano moved to concur with the above 
noted recommendation of the Engineering and Street Departments. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Wirth, and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable (Councilman Mock absent). 

15. HEARINGS: 

15a. PP 85-33 , JAMES P. ELLINGSON: 

Mayor Geissert announced that this was the time and place 
for Council consideration of an administrative appeal of a 
Planning Commission approval of a Precise Plan of Development to 
allow a first and second story addition to an existing 
single-family residence located in the Hillside Overlay District 
in the R-1 zone at 23627 Susana Avenue. PP 85-33, JAMES P. 
ELLINGSON. 

Proof of publication was provided by City Clerk Wilson, and 
it was ordered filed, there being no objection. 
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Councilwoman Hardison announced that she had previously 
considered this matter as a member of the Planning Commission and 
would, therefore, abstain at this time. Ms. Hardison then 
departed from the Council Chambers. 

Staff presentation was provided by Planning Associate 
Gibson who illustrated, with the aid of transparencies, the view 
impact represented by the proposed construction. Mr. Gibson 
pointed out that tpe Planning Commission and Planning Department 
recommend DENIAL of the appeal and APPROVAL of PP 85-33, as 
conditioned. 

The applicant, Mr. James Ellingson, 23627 Susana Avenue, 
presented his case, illustrating his request with the aid of 
slides. This speaker submitted a petition signed by some 27 
individuals in favor of the project. Approval of the design, as 
submitted, was requested. 

A neighbor who concurred with the proponent's request and 
voiced approval of the project was Ms. Mardi Cha, 23628 Susana 
Avenue. Others speaking in favor of the proposal were: 
Ms. Margaret Esfahani, 23652 Susana Avenue; Mr. John Stimac, 
23615 Susana Avenue; the applicant's wife, Ms. Laurie 
Ellingson, 23627 Susana Avenue; and the designer, Mr. George 
Martin. 

Opposition was voiced by: Ms. Roberta Philbrick, 23623 
Susana Avenue _(who submitted photographs); Ms. Nancy Kellam, 
5523 Riviera Way; _Mr. George Groya, 5413 Riviera Way; 
Ms. Carolyn Mendelsohn, 5425 Riviera Way; Ms. Shirley Hansen, 
5419 Riviera Way; and Mr. and Mrs. Bruce-Kennedy, 5437 Riviera 
Way (correspondence of official record). Points of concern 
voiced by these speakers included: incompatibility of design; 
view, light and air obstruction; invasion of privacy; 
precedent-setting aspects; etc. 

Mr. Chris Gunderson, 203 12th Street, Seal Beach, designer 
for the Kennedy's, displayed a sketch depicting an alternative 
design which would lower the Ellingson's roofline three feet from 
the 27 feet proposed. In response to an inquiry from Councilman 
Wirth, Mr. Ellingson indicated that he had not viewed ·this 
drawing. 

There being no one else in the audience who wished to 
speak, Councilman Applegate moved to close the hearing. His 
motion was seconded by Councilman Wirth, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable (Councilwoman Hardison abstained; 
Councilman Mock absent). 
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Councilman Walker expressed his opinion that a redesign of 
this project would be desirable in order that the extent of the 
view impact might be minimized, and he offered the following --

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to DENY PP 85-33, WITHOOT 
PREJODICE. His motion was seconded by Councilman Nakano. 

Prior to roll call vote, Councilman Applegate expressed his 
opinion that the view impairment has been minimized by way of the 
two-foot reduction in height already designed into the project 
(from the originally proposed 29 feet to the present 27 feet). 
The remaining view impairment is not significant, per Mr. 
Applegate. 

The above motion for denial without prejudice, carried by 
way of the following roll call vote: 

AYES: COONCILMEMBERS: Nakano, Walker, Wirth and 
Mayor Geissert. 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate (reasons stated). 

ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEMBERS: Hardison. 

ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: Mock. 

Councilwoman Hardison returned to the Council Chambers at 
this time. 

17. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

17a. SCHEDULING OF PRE-BODGET WORKSHOP: 

It was the consensus of the Council that the pre-budget 
workshop be scheduled for April 1, 1986, at 5:00 p.m. There 
being no objection, it was so ordered. 

17b. NON-DISTURBANCE AGREEMENT FOR BIG 5 SPORTING GOODS: 

At the request of Mayor Geissert, City Clerk Wilson 
assigned a number and read title to --

RESOLOTION NO. 86-57 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COONCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE APPROVING THE FORM OF NON-DISTORBANCE 
AGREEMENT WITH UNITED MERCHANDISING CORPORATION 
(BIG 5 SPORTING GOODS) AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR 

AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE SAID AGREEMENT ON 
BEHALF OF THE CITY 
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MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 86-57. His motion, seconded by Councilman Wirth, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote (Councilman Mock absent). 

17c. DESTRUCTION OF CITY RECORDS: 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-58 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE 
CITY CLERK TO DESTROY CERTAIN UNNEEDED CITY 
RECORDS AND DOCUMENTS WITHOUT MAKING COPIES 

THEREOF 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 86-58. His motion, seconded by Councilwoman 
Hardison, was unanimously approved by roll call vote (Councilman 
Mock absent). 

17d. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

See Page 11. 

17e. COMPOSITION OF CABLE TELEVISION ADVISORY BOARD: 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

MAJORITY COMMITTEE REPORT: 

The -Cable Television Committee recommends that the City 
Council as a whole adopt the resolution which establishes 
a fifteen member Cable Television Advisory Board consisting 
of seven at large positions and eight designated positions 
as specified in the committee report. The terms of office 
for the appointees (both at large and designated) shall 
expire on June 1, 1987. The City Manager, Cable Television 
Advisory Board and City Cable Franchisor shall prepare a 
report which evaluates the structure and terms of offices 
prior to June 1, 1987. 

MINORITY REPORT: 

The minority opinion recommended that the Youth Groups and 
the Ecumenical Community should be represented on the 
Advisory Board. It is recommended that the number of 
designated seats be increased by two, for a total of ten, 
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and that the at large seat positions be decreased to five. 
It was further recommended that the categories of Youth 
Groups and Ecumenical Organizations be added to the 
categories of designated seats (Youth Groups and Ecumenical 
Organizations). 

Councilman Walker presented the Committee's above majority 
report. Councilman Applegate spoke to his minority report. 

Following a brief Council discussion regarding the two 
approaches, a motion was offered as is shown below. 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to concur with the 
majority recommendation of the Cable Television Committee. His 
motion was seconded by Councilman Wirth. 

Councilman Applegate offered a SUBSTITUTE MOTION to embody 
the minority report which includes the addition of _designated 
seats for the Ecumenical Organizations and the Youth 
Organizations, thereby decreasing the at large membership to five 
and increasing the designated membership to ten. 

The substitute motion was seconded by Councilwoman 
Hardison. 

Prior to roll call vote, audience input was invited by 
Mayor Geissert. 

Mr. Joe Arciuch, 23521 Kathryn Avenue, expressed his 
opinion that Homeowners Associations should be included as a 
designated category. 

Mr. Bill Brug~er, 2348 230th Street, strongly recommended 
retention of the Arts Council as a designated position. 

The above SUBSTITUTE MOTION FAILED TO CARRY by way of the 
following roll call vote. 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate and Hardison. 

COUNCILMEMBERS: Nakano, Walker, Wirth and 
Mayor Geissert. 

COUNCILMEMBERS: Mock. 

Roll Call on the MAIN MOTION was unanimously favorable 
(Councilman Mock absent). 
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RESOLUTION NO. 86-59 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE CREATING A CABLE 
TELEVISION ADVISORY BOARD FOR A FIXED 
TERM, AND PROVIDING FOR THE APPOINTMENT 
OF ITS MEMBERS AND ITS POWERS AND DUTIES 
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MOTION: Councilman Walker moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 86-59. His motion, seconded by Councilman Nakano, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote (Councilman Mock absent). 

Mayor Geissert announced that interviews for members of the 
Board will be held March 25, 1986, a 7:00 p.m. meeting. 

20. CONSENT CALENDAR: 

20a. TORRANCE MUNICIPAL AIRPORT IMPROVEMENTS -
RESURFACE AND RESTRIPE RUNWA Y 29R/1 1L 
(B86-18) - AWARD OF CONTRACT 
EXPENDITURE: $443,285.20. 

RECOMMENDATION OF ACTING CITY ENGINEER/DIRECTOR OF 
TRANSPORTATION: 

It is recommended that the contract be awarded to Blair 
Paving, Jnc. and all other bids be rejected. 

20b. AWARD OF CONTRACT - Purchase of one (1) new gasoline 
powered sweeper/scrubber vehicle utilizing 
Governmental Services Administration (GSA) Contract 
Pricing (Ref. Contract #GS-10F-46853) 
EXPENDITURE: $18,348.86 (including tax and estimated 

freight) 

RECOMMENDATION OF DIRECTOR OF GENERAL SERVICES: 

It is recommended that Council award a contract (based on 
GSA pricing) for the purchase of the required Tennant 
Sweeper/Scrubber to the Tennant Company of Anaheim, 
California in the total amount of $18,348.86 including 
tax and estimated freight. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with staff 
recommendations on Agenda Items 20a, and 20b. His motion was 
seconded by Councilman Nakano, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable (Councilman Mock absent). 
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* * * 
At 7:08 p.rn., the City Council convened in Joint Session 

with the Redevelopment Agency of the City of Torrance, returning 
to the Council agenda at 7:41 p.rn., but remaining in Joint 
Session for purposes of a Joint Executive Session held later in 
the meeting (See Page 11). 

* * * 

22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

22a. City Manager Jackson noted irreparable damage incurred, 
this date, to the pedestrian overpass on Prairie Avenue, and 
advised that a School Crossing Guard was placed on duty at that 
location this afternoon. Mr. Jackson commended all involved 
staff for their quick action in restoring traffic flow following 
the accident. 

22b. Councilman Applegate noted the outstanding participation in 
the March 16 Torn Sullivan 10K Run, and expressed his appreciation 
to all City employees who volunteered their time, and to all 
citizens who cooperated in this event. 

22c. Councilman Nakano invited interested parties to attend the 
March 23, 1986, . Kendo Tournament at South High School. 
Mr. Nakano advised that some 500 participants are scheduled to 
take part in this event. 

22d. Mr. Gary Berks, 3770 West 242nd·Street, addressed the 
matter of a U-Haul business at a service station on Hawthorne 
Boulevard and 242nd Street which is causing numerous problems in 
the area. 

It was the request of Mayor Geissert that staff pursue t~is 
apparently on-going· and persistent problem and report back to the 
Council. 

Mr. Kushon, 3770 West 242nd Street, expanded on the 
description of the problem as offered by Mr. Berks, above. 

22e. Mr. Al Banfield, representing some 250 residents of the 
City directly adjacent to Old Towne Mall, submitted a petition 
requesting a sound wall from 4501 Cadison to 20117 Hawthorne 
Boulevard. 
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City Manager Jackson advised that staff will study the 
situation and return to Council with a report specifying 
available options. Councilman Wirth requested that staff's 
research include investigation of special funding options, such 
as grant monies, etc. 

The Council now returned to --

17d. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

The City Council/Redevelopment Agency having remained in 
Joint Session (see page 10), Mayor/Chairwoman Geissert read the 
following statement into the record. 

The City Council will now re~ess to closed session for the 
purpose of conferring with the City Attorney regarding the 
following: 

1. Pending litigation entitled City of Torrance vs. 
Torrance Investment Company, et a l , Los Angeles 
Super i or Court Case No. C57 7 9 62 , held pursuant to the 
provisions of Government Code Section 54956.9(a). 

2. Pen~ing litigation entitled City of Torrance vs. 
Torrance Unified School District, Los Angeles Superior 
Court Case No. SWC 79400, held pursuant to Government 
Cod~ Section 54956.9(a). 

3. Potential litigation involving REMCO rights in 
connection with the Senior Citizen Housing Development 
project, held pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.9(b) (1). 

4. The leasing of certain commercial property located at 
the Torrance Municipal Airport, held pursuant to 
Government Code Section 54956.8. 

The City Council, acting as the Redevelopment Agency, will 
also recess to closed session for the purpose of conferring 
with the Agency's counsel concerning the following: 

1. Pending litigation concerning eminent domain proceed
ings of 25 acres of land situated north of Torrance 
Boulevard and east of Van Ness Avenue. (Redevelopment 
Agency of the City of Torrance v. J. s. Enterprises , 
Inc. , et al, Los Angeles Superior Cour t Case No. 
C544906 he l d pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.9(a), and Redevelopment Agency of the City of 
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Torrance v . Cobabe, et al, Los Angeles Superior Court 
Case No. C544893, held pursuant to Government Code 
Sect ion 5 4 9 5 6 • 9 ( a ) • 

At 8:05 p.m., the City Council/Redevelopment Agency 
recessed, convening in Joint Executive Session at 8:15 p.m. 

NOTE: Councilman Applegate ABSTAINED from consideration of 
the Torrance Investment Company matter, and absented himself from 
the meeting room during that discussion. 

The Council/Agency returned at 9:14 p.m. There was no 
action resulting from the Executive Session, and formal 
adjournment was at 9:15 p.m. (Redevelopment Agency was 
adjourned to Tuesday, March 25, 1986, at 7:~0 p.m.; City Council 
was adjourned to Tuesday, March 25, 1986, at 6:30 p.m. for 
purposes of an Executive Session pertaining to litigation). 

Cl 

Peggy Laverty 
Minute Secretary 
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