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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

May 1 1 1984 

The Torrance City Council convened in a Regular 
Meeting on Tuesday~ May 1 1 1984, at 5:30 P.M. in the 
Council Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2 . ROLL CALL : 

Present: Councilmembers Applegate, Geissert, Mock, 
Nakano, Walker, Wirth and Mayor Armstrong. 

Absent: None. 

Also present: City Manager Jackson and Staff repre
sentatives. 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

Boy Scout Troup #211 led in the salute to the flag. 

4. INVOCATION: 

Reverend George Johnson, Cathedral of Life Church, 
gave the invocation. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Councilman Applegate moved to approve the minutes of 
April 17 1 1984 1 as recorded. His motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 
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6. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING~ 

Councilman Applegate moved that after the City Clerk 
has assigned a number and read title to any resolution or 
ordinance on tonight•s agenda, the further reading thereof 
be waived 7 reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember 
the right to demand the reading of any such resolution or 
ordinance in regular order. The motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

7. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

Ad Hoc Committee re: 
Joslyn Center Expansion: 
May 2nd at 4:00 P.M. 

ARMED FORCES DAY 
May 19, 1984, 

8. COMMUNITY MATTERS: 

8a. PROCLAMATION - "Deaf Awareness Month" - May, 1984. 

8b. PROCLAMATION - "Older Americans Month" - May, 1984. 

8c. PROCLAMATION - "Occupational Therapy Week" -
May 7-11, 1984. 

Bd. PROCLAMATION - "Preservation Week" - May 13-19, 1984. 

So proclaimed by Mayor Armstrong. 

Be. RESOLUTION expressing appreciation to Lieutenant General 
Arthur E. Brown, Jr. 

RESOLUTION NO. 84-112 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE EXPRESSING ITS APPRECIA
TION TO LIEUTENANT GENERAL ARTHUR EDMON 
BROWN, JR., DIRECTOR OF THE ARMY STAFF, 
UNITED STATES ARMY, FOR SERVING AS GRAND 
MARSHAL OF THE TWENTY FIFTH ANNUAL ARMED 

FORCES DAY CELEBRATION 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 84-112. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Mock, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

2. City Council 
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8f. RESOLUTION commending the Torrance Unified School 
District. 

RESOLUTION NO. 84-113 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, COMMENDING 
THE TORRANCE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR 
PRESERVING AND RESTORING THE ORIGINAL 
TORRANCE HIGH SCHOOL BUILDINGS, WHICH 
HAVE BEEN LISTED, ON THE NATIONAL 

REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 84-113. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

Taken by the Council at this time: 

21. ADDENDUM ITEM: 

21a. PROCLAMATION - "Beautification Day" - May 4, 1984. 

So proclaimed by Mayor Armstrong. 

8g. RECOGNITION OF RECIPIENT OF THE OLDER AMERICANS AWARD. 

Mayor Armstrong presented a plaque to Mrs. Grace Rettig 
in recognition of her achievement as recipient of the Older 
Americans Award. Congratulations were extended by the Mayor, 
on behalf of the Council and all present. 

10. TRANSPORTATION/PUBLIC WORKS MATTERS: 

10a. PROPOSED VACATION OF A TEN-FOOT WIDE WALK EASEMENT 
BETWEEN LOTS 41 AND 42 IN TRACT NO. 20873. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER: 
1. That the City Council approve and adopt the subject 

Resolution summarily vacating the subject walkway 
easement. 

2. That the usual $100 vacation fee be waived for this 
summary vacation. 

3. City Council 
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RESOLUTION NO. 84-114 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE ORDERING THE VACATION OF 
A TEN-FOOT WIDE WALK EASEMENT BETWEEN 
LOTS 41 AND 42 IN TRACT NO. 20873 

Councilwoman Geissert moved to concur with the above 
stated Staff recommendation and for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 84-114. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Mock, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

10b. RESOLUTION re: Encroachment Agreement for Pole Sign. 

RESOLUTION NO. 84-115 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECU
TION OF THAT CERTAIN ENCROACHMENT AGREEMENT 
DATED MAY 1 1 1984, BETWEEN THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AND ROBERT V. LAFFEY, D.C., 
PERMITTING THE ENCROACHMENT OVER THE 
PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY OF CRENSHAW BOULEVARD 

WITH A POLE SIGN 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 84-115. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

10c. RESOLUTION re:Amendment to Agreement with James M. 
Montgomery, Consulting Engineers, Inc. 

RESOLUTION NO. 84-116 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, AUTHORIZING 
A CHANGE ORDER TO AGREEMENT C-2412 EXECUTED 
ON FEBRUARY 22, 1983, BETWEEN THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AND JAMES M. MONTGOMERY, CONSULT
ING ENGINEERS, INC. FOR PROVIDING ENGINEERING 
SERVICES RELATED TO THE REHABILITATION OF THE 
OCEAN AVENUE AND YUKON AVENUE WATER STORAGE 

TANKS 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 84-116. Her motion, seconded by Councilman Walker, was 
unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

4. City Council 
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lOd~ RESOLUTION re: Change Order amending Freeman 
General Contract. 

RESOLUTION NO. 84-117 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY C9UNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA 7 AUTHORIZING 
A CHANGE ORDER TO AGREEMENT C-2477 EXECUTED 
ON FEBRUARY 16, 1984, BETWEEN THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AND FREEMAN GENERAL FOR ADDITIONAL 
REHABILITATION WORK RELATED TO THE REFURBISH
MENT OF THE YUKON AVENUE WATER STORAGE TANK 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 84-117. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Mock, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

lOe. ORDINANCES re: Speed Limit on Anza Avenue. 

EMERGENCY ORDINANCE NO. 3098 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 61.10.1 
AND 61.10.2 OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE 
CHANGING THE SPEED LIMIT ON PORTIONS OF 
ANZA AVENUE, AND DECLARING THE PRESENCE 

OF AN EMERGENCY 

Councilman Applegate moved for the adoption of Emergency 
Ordinance No. 3098 at its first and only reading. His motion 
was seconded by Councilman Wirth, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable. 

ORDINANCE NO. 3099 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 61.10.l 
AND 61.10. 2 OF THE TORRANCE .MUNICIPAL CODE 
CHANGING THE SPEED LIMIT ON PORTIONS OF 
ANZA AVENUE, AND REPEALING EMERGENCY 

ORDINANCE NO. 3098 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the approval of Ordinance 
No. 3099 at its first reading. Her motion was seconded by 
Councilman Wirth, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 
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J.4. 

14a. 

PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

ORDINANCE re: Civil Service Code changes regarding 
disciplinary appeals~ 

ORDINANCE NO. 3100 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE DELETING SECTION 14.47.l(d), 
AND AMENDING SECTIONS 14.47.2, 14.47.7, 

14.47.8 AND 14.47.12 

Councilman Applegate moved for the approval of Ordinance 
No. 3100 at its first reading. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Wirth, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

14b. RESOLUTION re: Renewal Contract for Services of 
Claims Administration Systems of California for 
Workers' Compensation Program. 

RESOLUTION NO. 84-118 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECT
ING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE 
AND ATTEST AN. AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AND CLAIMS ADMINISTRATION 
SYSTEMS FOR CERTAIN SERVICES IN CONNEC
TION WITH THE DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
OF THE CITY UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE 
WORKERS' COMPENSATION LAWS OF THE STATE 
AS A RESULT OF INJURIES TO ITS EMPLOYEES 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 84-118. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Mock, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

* * * * * 
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15. 

15a. 

HEARINGS: 

PUBLIC HEARING - Capital Improvement Budget for 
1983-84. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
The City Manager recommends that your Honorable 
Body hold a Public Hearing to discuss the Capital 
Improvement Budget for 1983-84 and authorize the 
appropriation of $2,747,000 from Federal Revenue 
Sharing and $172,000 from the Park and Recreation 
Facilities Fund. 

Mayor Armstrong announced that this was the time and 
place for the subject public hearing. 

Proof of Publication was presented by City Clerk 
Babb. Councilman Applegate moved that it be received and 
filed. His motion was seconded by Councilman Wirth. 
There were no objections, and it was so ordered. 

The Mayor then inquired if anyone wished to be heard. 
There was no response. Councilman Applegate moved that the 
hearing be closed. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Wirth, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

MOTION: Councilwoman Geissert moved that the Council 
accept the Capital Improvement Budget as presented and set a 
date for a public hearing on the matter of appropriation of 
Revenue Sharing and Parks and Recreation Facilities Fund 
monies.The motion was seconded by Councilman Wirth, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

(Further action appropriating monies was taken by the 
Council -- See Page 14.) 

* * * * * * 

15b. PCR 83-10, LA MANCHA DEVELOPMENT (H~S KAUFMANN): 
Administrative Appeal of a Planning Commission 
approval of a Planning Commission Review to allow 
the construction of a neighborhood shopping center 
in the C-5 zone at the northwest corner of Del 
Amo Boulevard and Anza Avenue. THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION AND PLANNING DEPARTMENT RECOMMEND 
DENIAL OF THE APPEAL AND APPROVAL OF THE PROJECT, 
WITH ALL RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS APPROVED BY THE 
PLANNING COMMISSION. 

Proof of Publication was presented by City Clerk Babb, 
and it was ordered filed, there being no objection. 

7. City Council 
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Mayor Armstrong announced that this was the time and 
place for the subject hearing, and, following Staff presenta
tion by Planning Associate Bihn., invited comments from 
the audience. 

Representing the proponent, Architect Tom Layman 
acknowledged expressed concerns relative to access to 
Anza Avenue. Mr. Layman indicated concurrence with all 
Staff conditions. 

Council discussion ensued -- reviewed were possible 
alternatives, area traffic problems, ingress and egress 
complications, Del Amo Boulevard (a high speed street), 
parking requirements, etc. 

There being no one else who wished to be heard, 
Councilwoman Geissert moved that the hearing be closed. 
Her motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

Councilman Applegate recommended that there be 
further review by the proponent relative to safe ingress 
and egress, and offered the following MOTION: That the 
appeal be granted and that the project be DENIED WITHOUT 
PREJUDICE. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman 
Geissert. 

It was stated by Councilman Wirth that the shape 
of the property presents a problem for alternative plans 
-- in his opinion, the most reasonable proposal is now 
before the Council. 

Cou,ncilman Wirth then offered a SUBSTITUTE MOTION: 
To deny the appeal and approve the project. The substitute 
motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, but FAILED TO 
CARRY, with roll call vote as follows: 
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AYES: 
NOES: 

COUNCILMEMBERS: 
COUNCILMEMBERS: 

Walker, Wirth; Mayor Armstrong. 
Applegate, Geissert, Mock, 

Nakano. 

The MAIN MOTION - to grant the appeal and deny the 
project, without prejudice -- CARRIED, with roll call vote 
as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate, Geissert, Mock, 
Nakano. 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Walker, Wirth; Mayor Armstrong. 

* * * * * 
8. City Council 

May 1, 1984 
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15c. TORRANCE TRANSIT SHORT RANGE TRANSIT PLAN FY 1985-89. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
The Department of Transportation recommends that your 
Honorable Body approve the FY 85-89 Torrance Transit 
Short Range Transit Plan for submittal to the Los 
Angeles County Transportation Commission and the 
Southern California Association of Governments. 

Proof of Publication was presented by City Clerk Babb 1 

and it was ordered filed 1 there being no objection. 

Mayor .Armstrong announced that this was the time and 
place for the subject public hearing 1 and inquired if anyone 
wished to be heard. There was no response. 

Councilman Wirth moved that the hearing be closed. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Mock, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable. 

MOTION: Councilman Wirth moved to concur with the 
above stated recommendation of the Department of Transporta
tion. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

* * * * * * * 

The hour being 6:20 P.M., the Council recessed and 
reconvened as the Redevelopment Agency, returning at 
6:21 P.M. 

* * * * * * * 

Considered by the Council at this time, out of order~ 

17. 

17a. 

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

ATTENDANCE OF CITY CLERK AT ~NNUAL CONFERENCE OF 
THE IIMC IN SAN DIEGO. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY CLERK: 
That the City Council approve advancement'of $500 
for the City Clerk to attend the 1984 Annual 
Conference of the International Institute of 
Municipal Clerks in San Diego (May 20-·24 1 1984) . 

It was the request of Mayor Armstrong that this matter 
be considered in Executive Session, and the Council recessed 

9. City Council 
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for same at 6:22 P.M. The Council returned at 7:00 P.M. 
to take the following action: 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to DENY THE 
REQUEST on Item 17a. The motion was seconded by Council
man Wirth~ and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

* * * * * 
The Council now resumed its regular agenda order. 

15d. CUP 83-60, MINGNAN HUANG (IMPERIAL HOTEL): 
Appeal of a Planning Commission approval of a 
Conditional Use Permit to allow the construction 
of a 102-unit hotel with restaurant in the M-2 
zone at 20801 Western Avenue, and consideration 
of vehicular access rights to streets. 
THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT RECOMMEND DENIAL OF THE APPEAL AND 
APPROVAL OF THIS PROJECT. 

Proof of Publication was presented by City Clerk Babb, 
and it was ordered filed, there being no objection. 

Mayor Armstrong announced that this was the time and 
place for the subject matter, and invited comments from the 
audience. 

Representing the applicant, Mr. Ken Miller, 2313 West 
229th Street, detailed the long history of this project, 
and the merits thereof. Mr. Miller deemed this appropriate, 
needed development for this area. 

Further input, on behalf of the proponent, was 
provided by Mr. Leo Beeman, Franchise Director, Quality 
Inn, with specific note of the stringent requirements 
surrounding applications for franchises, and the positive 
impact this facility will have on the City of Torrance. 

Consultant Patrick Quek addressed concerns relative 
to parking spaces, occupancy patterns, proposed hotel 
activities, required employees, etc. Architect Ulysses 
Bauer added further information re: parking needs, the 
services proposed by the hotel, tax benefits to the City, 
like developments in other cities, etc. 

Other speakers were: 

10. City Council 
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Mr. Allen Blackmore, 326 Maple Avenue, repre
senting a number of owners within the U~S. Steel 
Industrial Park, reiterated contents of his communica
tion (of record) expressing opposition to the proposed 
hotel/motel. 

Ms. Kay King, Ordain, Inc., a company immediately 
north of the subject property: Related traffic problems 
at this location, noted concerns re: the use of their 
parking area by hotel patrons, as well as a possible 
deterioration of the surrounding area. 

Ms. Georgia Knuckle, 6979 Kings Harbor Drive, 
Rancho Palos Verdes: The City should not, at this time, 
issue any more permits for hotel/motel construction. 

Mr. Karl Fechner, Surf Management, 20695 South 
Western Avenue: Noted was the present controlled business 
and manufacturing environment; this environment is being 
threatened by the proposed hotel. The subject location 
is inappropriate for a hotel, and there are many inadequacies 
in the plan, per Mr. Fechner. Parking allocations were 
reviewed by Mr. Fechner and were deemed extremely inadequate 
by him. 

The last speaker was Ms. Grace Chin, real estate 
agent, who felt that the parking provisions were inadequate; 
that traffic and resultant hazards would be increased; 
and that this. is the wrong location for a hotel. 

There being no one else who wished to be heard, 
Councilman Walker moved that the hearing be closed. His 
motion was seconded by Councilman Mock, and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable. 

It was the comment of Councilman Walker that the 
plan presented, on the face, was very attractive; however, 
it appears that there will, realistically, be parking 
problems; it has not been adequately addressed. 

Councilman Walker thereupon MOVED to grant the 
appeal and DENY THE PROJECT, without prejudice. The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Applegate. 

Prior to roll call vote on the motion, discussion 
ensued, it being the consensus of the Council that the 
allocated parking spaces are inadequate, need for CC&R review, 
etc. -- it was generally agreed that this would be an 
appropriate use for the area. 

11. City Council 
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Councilman Walker's motion to grant the appeal 
and deny the projectF without prejudice, was unanimously 
approved by roll call vote. 

The need for further Staff study re: Code require
ments for hotel/motel parking (as referenced in agenda 
material) was noted by Councilwoman Geissert who MOVED 
that such study be undertaken by Staff. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Wirth. There were no objections, 
and it was so ordered. 

It was the request of Mayor Armstrong that there 
be further investigation by Staff re: a possible conflict 
related to the CC&R's. 

* * * * * * * * 

12. City Council 
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18. 

18a. 

SECOND READING ORDINANCES: 

ORDINANCE NO. 3097. 

ORDINANCE NO. 3097 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING SECTION 51.2.2 
OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO RESTRICT 
ROTARY WING AIRCRAFT TESTING AND TRAINING 
FLIGHTS TO THE NORTH HELICOPTER PATTERN 

Councilman Applegate moved for the adoption of Ordinance 
No. 3097 at its second and final reading. His motion was 
seconded by Councilman Wirth~ and roll call vote was unani
mously favorable. 

20. 

20a. 

CONSENT CALENDAR: 

FINAL TRACT NO. 33829. 
Subdivider: 
Engineer: 
Location: 
No.of Lots: 

John Kinsel 
Dalcin-Cummins 
2154 - 238th Street 
6 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER/PLANNING DIRECTOR: 
That Final Tract Map No. 33829 be approved. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with Staff 
recommendation on agenda item 20a. His motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

21. ADDENDA ITEMS: 

21a. PROCLAMATION - "Beautification Day" - May 4, 1984. 

21b. 

See Page 3. 

RESOLUTION to Renew a "Carry-In" Service Contract 
for Computer Terminals connected to the VAX Computers. 

RESOLUTION NO. 84-119 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING 

13. City Council 
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THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND 
ATTEST A CONTRACT WITH DIGITAL EQUIPMENT 
CORPORATION FOR CONTINUED TERMINAL 

MAINTENANCE 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 84-119. Her motion, seconded by Councilman Applegate, was 
unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
The Council returned to: 

15a. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT BUDGET. 

Council action on this item was expanded to expressly 
state: 

MOTION~ Councilman Applegate moved for acceptance 
of the Capital Improvement Budget as presented, and to 
appropriate the monies, per Staff recommendation. The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Wirth, and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable. 

* * * * * * * * 
22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

22a. Councilman Applegate reported on the progress of 
the Armed Forces Day Parade activities. 

22b. Councilwoman Geissert commended the Daily Breeze 
article this date, authored by David Hall, re: Torrance 
Airport. 

22c. Councilwoman Geissert reported on the recent most 
successful Bunka-Sai Festival -- "it was bigger and better 
than ever before." 

22d. Councilman Wirth recommended that the Sur La Brea 
Dedication ceremony be scheduled for 10:00 A.M., rather 
than 9:00 A.M. The Council concurred, and it was so 
ordered. 

22e. Councilman Wirth praised the Mayor and City Librarian 
Buckley for the Anti-Defamation League honor. 

14. City Council 
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22f. Mayor Armstrong regretfully noted the death of former 
Councilman Willys Blount, and requested that this meeting be 
adjourned in his memory. 

22g. Mayor Armstrong joined in earlier expressed commendations 
and added praise for the Bicycle Rodeo. 

22h. Mayor Armstrong requested appropriate recognition for 
Ms. Margaret Rood for her dedicated efforts related to 
occupational therapy. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

At 8:45 P.M. Councilman Applegate moved to adjourn 
to Tuesday, May 8, 1984, at 5:00 P.M. for the purpose of 
the Armando Roman, Equipment Attendant, hearing. The motion 
was seconded by councilman Wirth, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable. 

Adjournment was dedicated to the memory of 
Mr. Willys Blount. 

* * * * * * * 

Ava Cripe 15. 
Minute Secretary 

~Clerk of the City of Torrance 
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