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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

April 17, 1984 

The Torrance City Council convened in a Regular 
Meeting on Tuesday, April 17, 1984, at 5:30 P.M. in the 
Council Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2 . ROLL CALL : 

Present: Councilmernbers Applegate, Geissert, Mock, 
Nakano, Walker, Wirth and Mayor Armstrong. 

Absent: None. 

Also present: Acting City Manager Nash and Staff 
representatives. 

3 . FLAG SALUTE: 

Mrs. Dorothy Gunn led in the salute to the flag. 

4 . INVOCATION: 

Reverend Truett Lawson, Pacific View Baptist Church, 
gave the invocation. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5 . APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Councilman Applegate moved to approve the minutes of 
March 13, 1984, as recorded. His motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

1. City Council 
April 17, 1984 

127 



128 

6. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Applegate moved that after the City 
Clerk has assigned a number and read title to any 
resolution or ordinance on tonight's agenda, the further 
reading thereof be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to 
each Councilmember the right to demand the reading of any 
such resolution or ordinance in regular order. The motion 
was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable. 

7. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

8. 

8a. 

8b. 

Citizen Development and Enrichment: 
Monday, April 23rd - 4:00 P.M. 

COMMUNITY MATTERS: 

PROCLAMATION - "Victims Rights Week" -
April 15-21, 1984. 

PROCLAMATION - "Youth Week" - April 30, 1984. 

So proclaimed by Mayor Armstrong. 

8c. RESOLUTION commending New Horizons condominiums on 
their twentieth anniversary. 

RESOLUTION NO. 84-101 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE COMMENDING NEW HORIZONS 
CONDOMINIUMS ON THEIR 20TH ANNIVERSARY 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 84-101. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Applegate, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

* * * * * 
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10. TRANSPORTATION/PUBLIC WORKS MATTERS: 

10a. PROPOSED CLYMPIC BUS SERVICE. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
The Department of Transportation recommends that 
your Honorable Body approve the plan outlined in 
Staff material, of record, and operating expense 
budget (for inclusion in the FY 84-85 Transit 
Budget) for a park-and-ride service to the Olympic 
events of Track and Field, Swimming, and Boxing 
to be staged at the Los Angeles Coliseum venue 
site. 

It was the request of Councilman Applegate that Staff 
investigate the possibilities of bus service to the Rose 
Bowl. 

MOTION: councilman Wirth moved to concur with the 
above stated recommendation of the Department of Transporta
tion, His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

lOb. RESOLUTION re: Agreement with James M. Montgomery, 
Consulting Engineers, Inc. - Walteria Reservoir 
Addition. 

RESOLUTION NO. 84-102 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AN AGREE
MENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE AND 
JAMES M. MONTGOMERY, CONSULTING 
ENGINEERS, INC. FOR PROVIDING ENGINEER
ING SERVICES RELATED TO THE CONSTRUCTION 
OF THE NEW WALTERIA RESERVOIR ADDITION 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 84-102. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 
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10c. RESOLUTION re: Proposed Vacation of a 10-Foot 
Wide Walk Easement between Lots 41 and 42 in 
Tract No. 20873. 

RESOLUTION NO. 84-103 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE ORDERING THE VACATION 
OF A TEN-FOOT WIDE WALK EASEMENT BETWEEN 
LOTS 41 AND 42 IN TRACT NO. 20873 

Councilman Applegate moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 84-103, and the motion was seconded by Councilman Walker. 

Prior to roll call vote, Councilwoman Geissert recom
mended that there be further contact with the property owners 
in this matter. 

Mrs. Geissert then offered a SUBSTITUTE MOTION: That 
this item be held for one week in order that the affected 
property owners can be contacted to make sure that they are 
will1ng to accept same. The substitute motion was seconded by 
Councilman Wirth, and approval was unanimous. 

15. 

15a. 

HEARINGS: 

CUP 84-1, Hector Baylon: Councilmanic appeal of 
Planning Commission approval of a Conditional Use 
Permit to allow a drive-thru restaurant on the 
northeast corner of Hawthorne and Artesia 
Boulevards. THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF THE 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT REQUEST. 

Proof of Publication was presented by City Clerk 
Babb, and it was ordered filed, there being no objection. 

Mayor Armstrong announced that this was the time 
and place for the subject public hearing, and, following 
Staff presentation by Planning Associate Bihn, invited 
comments from the audience. 

Mr. Hector Baylon, consulting architect on this 
project, stated that they have complied with all Planning 
Commission conditions. Mr. Baylon stated that the drive
thru access is needed in that it will represent 40% of 
their business. Proposed speaker locations were also 
described by this speaker. 
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Speaking in opposition to the proposed project 
were: Mr. Mike Wessler, 4343 West Artesia Boulevard r 
Ms~ Lillian Andrew7 4322 West 173rd Street; and Mr. Don 
Cooper, 4311 Artesia Boulevard. Expressed concerns were 
related to traffic congestion, noise, litter, food odors, 
etc. Letters of protest from residents in the area were 
submitted by Mr. Wessler and were incorporated in the 
formal record of this case. 

There being no one else present who wished to be 
heard, Councilman Applegate moved that the hearing be 
closed. His motion was seconded by Councilman Mock, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

It was the comment of Councilwoman Geissert that 
the proposed use is an inappropriate one -- a commercial 
center immediately adjacent to a residential neighborhood 
particularly as related to the drive-thru aspects. 

Councilwoman Geissert thereupon MOVED to grant the 
appeal and DENY THE PROJECT. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Wirth, and carried, with roll call vote as 
follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Geissert, Mock, Nakano, 
Wirth; Mayor Armstrong. 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate, Walker. 

It was the comment of Councilman - Applegate that his 
"no" vote was for t"he reason that there be modifications to 
the project which might make it a compatible use. Mr. Baylon 
indicated an interest in further review of the project with 
Staff and the residents. 

The following MOTION was made by Councilman Applegate: 
That the subject project be DENIED WITHOUT PREJUDICE. This 
motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and following 
clarification by Deputy City Attorney Quale re: "denial 
without prejudice," was unanimously approved by roll call 
vote. 

* * * * * * 
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17. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS~ 

17a. Resolution re: CUP 83-18 7 Walder Development Company 7 

Inc. 

RESOLUTION NO. 84-104 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING 
A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO ALLOW 
CONSTRUCTION OF A 16,368 SQUARE FOOT 
COMMERCIAL OFFICE BUILDING IN THE C-2 
ZONE LOCATED AT CRENSHAW BOULEVARD AND 

SIERRA AVENUE 
CUP 83-18: WALDER DEVELOPMENT CO., INC. 

Councilman Walker moved for adoption of Resolution No. 
84-104. The motion was seconded by Councilman Applegate, 
but FAILED TO CARRY, with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: 

NOES: 
ABSTAIN: 

COUNCILMEMBERS: 

COUNCILMEMBERS: 
COUNCILMEMBERS: 

Applegate, Walker; Mayor 
Armstrong. 

Geissert, Mock, Wirth. 
Nakano (has not listened to 

tape from p:-ev iGB Council 
meetings on this matter). 

Discussion was directed to possible acceptable alternatives. 
It was the consensus that further input was needed relative to 
egress onto Sierra Street; U-turn capacity at Maricopa and 
Crenshaw; size of the building and possible reduction thereof; 
ingress and egress off Crenshaw Boulevard, etc. 

MOTION: Councilman Wirth moved that Item 17a be held 
for one week for the above noted input. The motion was 
seconded by Councilwoman Geissert. There were no objections, 
and it was so ordered. 

* * * * * * * 
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17b. RESOLUTION--re: Sale of Surplus City-owned Lots. 

RESOLUTION NO. 84-105 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE DECLARING CITY-OWNED 
LOTS #26 AND #28 OF TRACT 8857 ON DEL 
AMO BOULEVARD AND ARLINGTON AVENUE BE 
DECLARED AS SURPLUS AND SOLD TO KARL 

FECHNER, OR SURF MANAGEMENT 

Councilman Applegate moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 84-105. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

20. CONSENT CALENDAR: 

20a. AWARD OF ANNUAL CONTRACT - To Furnish Ready-Mix 
Concrete, Class "A and "C" Ref. Bid No. B84-15 
Anticipated A..~nual Cost: $38,801.15, including tax. 

RECOMMENDATION OF PURCHASING AGENT / BUYER: 
That Counci l award an annual contract to furnish the 
required Ready Mix Concrete to the low bidder, 

. Greene's Ready Mix Concrete Company of Torrance, 
California, in the anticipated amount of $38,801.15, 
including tax. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with the 
above stated Staff recommendation on agenda item 20a. His 
motion was seconded by Councilman Wirth, and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable. 

21. ADDENDUM ITEM: 

21a. RESOLUTIONS OF COMMENDATION. 

RESOLUTION NO. 84-106 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE COMMENDING PATRICK 
BROTHERS FOR HIS YEARS OF DEDICATED 

SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 84-106. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Applegate, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

RESOLUTION NO. 84-107 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE COMMENDING JOHN LEONARD 
GRACE AS PAST PRESIDENT OF THE TORRANCE 

JAYCEES 
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Councilman Applegate moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 84-107. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Wirth~ and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

* * * * * * * 

The hour being 7:45 P.M. the Council recessed and 
reconvened as the Redevelopment Agency, returning to its 
agenda at 7:47 P.M. 

* * * * * * * 

22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

22a. Councilman Applegate reminded all present of the 
forthcoming Armed Forces Day Parade and activities on 
May 19th. Also noted was the YMCA Groundbreaking scheduled 
for May 12th. 

22b. Councilwoman Geissert requested appropriate recognition 
for Julio Moran of the Los Angeles Times, a Pulitzer Prize 
winner. 

22c. Councilwoman Geissert questioned whether or not there 
would be a left-turn signal .at the corner of Madrona and 
Sepulveda. City Traffic Engineer Collins advised that there 
would be such a signal at this intersection. 

22d. Councilman Nakano reported on the recent successful 
Kendo Tournament, with a "thank you" to all the participants 
and to Staff members for their invaluable assistance. 

22e. Councilman Nakano commended the Parks and Recreation 
and Fire Departments for the informative tours provided him. 

22f. Councilman Nakano noted the lack of gymnasiums in 
the City and requested a Staff report re: possible use of 
Building 4 on Crenshaw Boulevard. 

22g. Councilman Walker noted recent incident involving an 
accident and notification procedures -- Acting City Manager 
Nash explained City policy in this regard. 

22h. Councilman Wirth indicated-his approval of the present 
Summer Musical program, but urged that there be review re: 
the former Teen Musical program which provides a valuable 
summer activity. 

22i. Commended by Councilman Wirth were.: (1) Captain Popp 
and the Torrance Police Department, spotlighted in the news 
re: the Wilder case; (2) the improved cable television lighting; 
and (3) the recent Kendo Tournament. 
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22j. · Mayor Armstrong joined in praise of the Police 
Department in the Wilder case and to Pulitzer prize 
winner, Julio Moran. 

22k. Mayor Armstrong requested appropriate recognition 
for the Riviera Garden Club, long standing participants in 
beautification of the City. 

221. Appropriate recognition for Torrance residents involved 
in the Summer Olympics was requested by Mayor Armstrong. 

22m. Mr. Larry Gitschier, 1303 Acacia Avenue, reported 
on Senior Citizen housing units planned for the City of 
Lomita. 

22n. Civil Service Administrator Ghio recommended that the 
May stNen~l~&heduled for 5:00 P.M. in that there will be an 
appeal 6f a dismissal involving lengthy film footage which 
must be viewed by the Council. There were no objections, and 
it was so ordered. 

The meeting was regularly adjourned at 7:10 P.M. 

Ava Cripe 
Minute Secretary 

* * * * * * 
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