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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

January 17, 1984 

The Torrance City Council convened in a Regular 
Meeting on Tuesday, January 17, 1984, at 5:30 P.M. in 
the Council Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2 . ROLL CALL : 

Present: Councilmembers Applegate, Geissert, 
Rossberg, Walker, Wilson, Wirth and Mayor Armstrong. 
(Councilmen Applegate and Rossberg left the meeting at 
6:32 P.M. to attend Supervisor Dana's function.) 

Absent: None. 

Also present: City Manager Jackson and Staff 
representatives. 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

Mrs. Cindi Hammond led in the salute to the flag. 

4. INVOCATION: 

Reverend Ray Lambert, First Christian Church, gave 
the invocation. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Councilman Applegate moved to approve the minutes of 
November 22, 1983, as recorded. His motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 
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6. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Applegate moved that after the City Clerk 
has assigned a number and read title to any resolution or 
ordinance on tonight's agenda, the further reading thereof 
be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember 
the right to demand the reading of any such resolution or 
ordinance in regular order. The motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

7. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

8. 

8a. 

Finance: 
January 26th at 5:00 P.M. 

COMMUNITY MATTERS: 

RESOLUTION commending Judge Burch Donahue. 

RESOLUTION NO. 84-14 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE COMMENDING JUDGE BURCH 
DONAHUE ON HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE BENCH 
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Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 84-14. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

9. LIBRARY/PARKS AND RECREATION MATTERS: 

9a. AWARD OF CONTRACT - Automated Library Circulation 
System. 

~ATION: 

The system proposed by c L Systems, Inc. fully conplies.with our specif~catioq 
requirem:nts and is the law reswnsible bidder to~ bid r~est. It is 
~ED that cooncil award the con~act to fu.m:5h and install the 
automated library circulation system (with the on-line catalog feature> to 
c L SysteDS, Inc. in the following anomts: 
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$245,970 for the circulation system 

$12,567 for backup terminals and disk packs 

$78,410 for the on-line catalog 

$336,947 total cost 

and that staff (City Attorney's Office) be directed to develop the contract to 
secure the system. 

FUNDING REO:HmIDATION: 

Funding is reconmended as follows: 

$225,000 appropriated in the 1983-84 budget 

$111,947 the remaining balance, to be appropriated frcm Revenue Sharing 
Funds, conditional upon the results of a piblic hearing on this 
use of these funds. 

The annual system maintenance cost of $29,160 (including on-line catalog 
maintenance) will be rudgeted by the Library begining with fiscal year 1984-85. 
Beginning with fiscal 19·86-87, this ongoing cost will be offset by the 
elimination of the microfiche catalog. 

CITY MANAGER AND CITY ATTOR}iEY NOTE: 

In order to comply with the purpose and intent of the Group W 
grant, it is believed that the City.must include the interconnect 
between the Automated Circulation System and the Cable System. 

A brief description of this interconnect can be found in 
Attachment "A". This linkage can be accomplished by purchase of 
an Apple Computer and software, modulating equipment and phone 
lines. It is estimated that this basic linkage will add $35 ,·ooo 
to the cost of the Automated Circulation System proposal. 

There are two choices for funding of this additional $35,000: 

• Revenue sharing funds 
• Remainder of the $200,000 grant from Group W 

The City Manager and City Attorney recommend that Council 
approve the utilization of $35,000 from the Group W grant. 

3. City Council 
January 17 7 1984 



It should be noted that this interactive system is constrained 
to homes with touch-tone phone capability, and to homes which have 
elected to purchase the fourth tier of service via an additional 
service charge. 

This database, of course, is principally a library system, but 
it could be expanded in the future to include other data. Group w 
has indicated in their original proposal to the City that an 
expanded database could be funded by the Cable Foundation. 

MOTION:. Councilman Rossberg moved to concur with the above 
stated Staff/City Manager/City Attorney recommendations .. His 
motion was seconded by Councilman Applegate. There were no 
objections, and it was so ordered. 

RESOLUTION NO. 84-15 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR 
FURNISHING AND INSTALLING AN AUTOMATED 
LIBRARY CIRCULATION SYSTEM AND ON-LINE 

CATALOG SYSTEM 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
84-15. His motion was seconded by Councilman Applegate, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

10. TRANSPORTATION/PUBLIC WORKS MATTERS: 

lOa. REQUEST FROM COMMUNITY TRANSIT SERVICES FOR USE OF 
CITY FACILITIES. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
The Department of Transportation recommends that your 
Honorable Body authorize Staff to draft an agreement 
approving the Community Transit Services request on the 
terms and conditions outlined in this item (of record). 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with the 
above stated Staff recommendation. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Wirth~ and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 
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14. PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

14a. RESOLUT I ON re: Amendment to Salary Resolution for 
Externally Funded Employees. 

RESOLUTION NO. 84-16 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE SETTING FORTH CERTAIN 
CHANGES IN WAGES, HOURS AND WORKING 
CONDITIONS FOR EXTERNALLY FUNDED AND 

LIMITED TENURE EMPLOYEES 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 84-16. Her motion, seconded by Councilman Applegate, was 
unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

14b. RESOLUTION re: Supplemental MOU - Torrance Fire 
Fighters' Association. 

RESOLUTION NO. 84-17 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE SETTING FORTH CERTAIN 
CHANGES REGARDING WAGES, HOURS AND WORKING 
CONDITIONS FOR EMPLOYEES REPRESENTED BY 
THE TORRANCE FIRE FIGHTERS' ASSOCIATION 

AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 83-220 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 84-17. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Walker; roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

14c. RESOLUTION re: JTPA Fiscal Year 1984 Subcontracts. 

RECOMMENDATION OF PERSONNEL MANAGER : 
That your Honorable Body : 
A. Approve the Training Allocations and Vendors 

outlined in subject document; 
B. Authorize Manpower staff to: 

1. Proceed with contract negotiations within 
the paramenters recommended by the PIC; and 

2. Enter into Letters of Intent prior to 
finalization of contract negotiations. 

MOTION: Councilman Rossberg moved to concur with the 
above stated recommendations of the Personnel Manager. His 
motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert. There were no 
objections, and it was so ordered. 

5. City council 
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RESOLUTION NO. 84-18 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECT­
ING THE MAYOR AND THE CITY CLERK TO 
EXECUTE AND ATTEST THESE CERTAIN 
CONTRACTS BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AND CALIFORNIA PARAMEDICAL AND TECHNICAL 
COLLEGE1 EMPLOYMENT READINESS SUPPORT 
CENTER AND MPR ASSOCIATES 1 INC. 
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Councilman Rossberg moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 84-18. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert 1 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

15. HEARINGS: 

15a. PP 78-12 (Mod.) Century 21, Torrance Realty (Norm 
Quient ) : Appeal by the applicant of a Planning 
Corrunission denial of a modification of a Precise 
Plan of Development to allow the installation of 
a garage door on an existing commercial building 
in the R-1 (CR-PP) zone at 2121 West Carson Street. 
THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDS DENIAL OF 
PP 78-12 (Mod.) THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDS 
APPROVAL OF PP 78-12 (Mod.), with all of the 
conditions listed in the subject Resolution, and 
approval of the appeal by the applicant. 

Proof of Publication was presented by City Clerk Babb 1 
and it was ordered filed 1 there being no objection. 

Mayor Armstrong announced that this was the time and 
place for the subject public hearing 1 and inquired if anyone 
wished to be heard. 

The appellant, Mr. Norm Quient, reviewed the past 
history surrounding the subject property -- the original 
Precise Plan and the current requested Modification. It 
was the request of Mr. Quient that he be allowed to have 
the garage door for security purposes, and indicated com­
pliance with recorrunended Staff conditions. 

Speaking in opposition to the request was 
Mr. Dick Haunett, 1528 El Prado, who reaffirmed concerns 
expressed at the Planning Corrunission meeting re: parking 
arrangements and the numerous electrical outlets in 
the spac~ designated as parking. · · · 

Mr. Tom Kowich, 1532 El Prado, reviewed the parking 
situation 1 it being his opinion that Mr. Quient "should 
have a garage door." 

6. City Council 
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Desired clarification re: number of employees/ 
"independent contractors;:" sales meeting schedules; 
security considerations; etc. was provided the council 
by the proponent and Staff. 

There being no one else present who wished to be 
heard, Councilman Rossberg moved that the hearing be 
closed. His motion was seconded by Councilman Appple­
gate, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

It was the comment of Councilman Rossberg that, 
based on Police Department/Planning Department findings, 
the door should be allowed, and, following discussion, 
offered the following: 

MOTION: Councilman Rossberg moved to concur with 
the recommendation of the Planning Department for 
approval of the subject modification and of the 
applicant's appeal, subject to Staff conditions, 
deleting Condition #2: ("That the door shall be 
constructed with openings to the satisfaction of the 
Building and Safety Department.") The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Wilson, and carried, with roll 
call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate, Rossberg, Walker, 
Wilson, Wirth; Mayor Armstrong. 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Geissert (would prefer the open 
door arrangement, per 
Building and Safety). 

RESOLUTION NO. 84-19 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING 
A MODIFICATION OF A PREVIOUSLY APPROVED 
PRECISE PLAN OF DEVELOPMENT AS PROVIDED 
FOR IN DIVISION 9, CHAPTER 6, ARTICLE 2, 
OF THE ~ORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO PERMIT 
INSTALLATION OF A GARAGE DOOR ON AN 
EXISTING BUILDING IN THE R-1 (CR-PP) 
ZONE ON PROPERTY LOCATED AT 2121 WEST 
CARSON STREET - PP 78~12iMOD.) -
CENTURY 21, TORRANCE REALTY (NORM QUIENT) 

Councilman Rossberg moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 84-19, deleting Condition .. #2. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Walker, and carried, with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate, Rossberg, Walker, 
Wilson, Wirth; Mayor Armstrong. 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Geissert. 

7. City Council 
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It was clarified by Councilman Rossberg 
relative to assigned parking spaces that it was 
the intent of his motion that there be Code 
compliance in this regard -- specifically 7 that 
there be no reserved parking such as "No-1 
Salesman;" "Visitor" and "Century 21" would be 
acceptable. 

* * * * * * * * 

8. City Council 
January 17, 1984 
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18. SECOND READING ORDINANCES. 

18a. ORDINANCE NO. 3085. 

ORDINANCE NO. 3085 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 61.10.4 
AND 61.10.5 OF ARTICLE 10 OF DIVISION 6 
OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING 
TO FORTY AND FORTY-FIVE MILE PER HOUR 
SPEED LIMITS FOR STREETS IN THE CITY OF 

TORRANCE 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Ordinance 
No. 3085 at its second and final reading. Her motion was 
seconded by Councilman Wilson; roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

18b. ORDINANCE NO. 3086. 

ORDINANCE NO. 3086 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE ENACTING A NEW CHAPTER 4 
TO DIVISION 2 OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL 
CODE, PROVIDING FOR THE SALE OF BONDS TO 

FUND CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 3086 at its second and final reading. His motion was 
seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable. 

19. MATTERS NOT OTHERWISE CLASSIFIED: 

19a. RESOLUTION re: Destruction of City Records. 

RESOLUTION NO. 84-20 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECT­
ING THE CITY CLERK TO DESTROY CERTAIN 
UNNEEDED CITY RECORDS AND DOCUMENTS 

WITHOUT MAKING COPIES THEREOF 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 84-20. His motion was seconded by Councilman Applegate, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

9 . City Council 
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* * * * * 

The hour being 6:30 P.M • ., the Council recessed 
and reconvened as the Redevelopment Agency., returning to 
its agenda at 6:31 P.M. 

* * * * * 

21. ADDENDUM ITEM: 

21a. RESOLUTION commending Andrew Littlefair. 

RESOLUTION NO. 84-21 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE COMMENDING ANDREW 
LITTLEFAIR FOR BEING AWARDED THE JAYCEES 

"DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD" 
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Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 84-21. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson., and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

* * * * * * * * 
(Councilmen Applegate and Rossberg left the meeting 

at this time - 6:32 P.M. - to attend Supervisor Dana's 
dinner.) 

* * * * * * 

22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

22a. Councilman Walker requested Staff investigation re: 
possible hazards involving railroad crossing signs in the 
vicinity of Torrance Boulevard and Sartori. 

22b. Councilman Wilson asked that Staff look into a 
recent TV show - "Riptide" - on Channel 4 wherein derogatory 
remarks about Torrance were made. 

22c. Councilman Wirth requested further Staff review and 
input re: limitation imposed on handicapped households 
re1:t.ive to the Utility Users' Tax. It was the further 
request of Mr. Wirth that this information be made avail­
able to the Finance Committee for budget considerations. 

22d. City Clerk Babb advised that recognition of retiring 
Commissioners has been scheduled for February 14th. There 
were no objections, and it was so ordered. 

22e. Councilwoman Geissert noted that information packets 
are available to City Council candidates. 

10. City Council 
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22f. Mayor Armstron•3" commended Water System Superintendent 
O'Cain and his Staff for the water brochure now being mailed 
out to customers. 

22g. Mayor Armstrong requested review re: Senior Citizen 
discount rates for Group W customers. 

22h. Mayor Armstrong directed that Staff follow up on 
Mrs. Moore's letter (of record) regarding oil well #24 
located on Sara Drive. 

The meeting was regularly adjourned at 6:35 P.M. 

* * * * * * * * 
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