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I N D E X 

City Council - November 16, 1982 

SUBJECT: 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

5. 
6. 
7. 

8a. 

14a. 
14b. 
14c. 

14d. 

17a. 
17b. 

20a. 
20b. 

22a. 

22b. 

22c. 
22d. 

22e. 

22f. 

22g. 

22h. 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 
Call to Order 
Roll Call 
Flag Salute 
Invocation 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 
Approval of Minutes 
Motion to Waive Further Reading 
Council Committee Meetings 

8. COMMUNITY MATTERS: 
Resolution commending Sponsors of International Surf 

Festival 
14. PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

Revision of Class Specification - Account Clerk 
Upgrading of Clerical Position in Street Department 
Upgrading of Switchboard Operator Position to 

Typist Clerk 
Resolution re: Assistant City Attorney 
17. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 
Proposed Changes in Night Lifeguard Service 
Community Recogntion Awards 

20. CONSENT CALENDAR: 
Final Tract No. 38906 (Milner-Plone Development Corp.) 
Parcel Map 14932 

22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 
Citizens re: Ocean Avenue/Pacific Coast Highway 

Signal 
Councilman Applegate re: YMCA "Good Neighbor" 

Breakfast 
Council tribute to Mr. Ben Haggett 
Councilwoman Geissert re: leather sales on 

Monterey Street 
Councilman Wilson re: communication on Newton Street 

traffic problems, etc. 
City Clerk Babb, introduction of Records Management 

Coordinator, Myriam Dowdy 
Mayor Armstrong re: naming of reservoir in honor 

of Ben Haggett 
Ms. Linda Lewis re: baseball damage from El Nido 

Park 

* * * * * * * * * 
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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

November 16, 1982 

The Torrance City Council convened in a Regular Meeting 
on Tuesday, November 16, 1982, at 5:30 P.M. in the Council 
Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2 . ROLL CALL : 

Present: Councilmembers Applegate, Geissert, Rossberg, 
Walker, Wilson, Wirth and Mayor Armstrong. 

Absent: None. 

Also present: City Manager Ferraro and Staff repre
sentatives. 

* * * * * * * 
With deep regret, Mayor Armstrong announced the passing 
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of Mr. Ben Haggett, the City's representative on the Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern California since 1968. The Mayor 
described Mr. Haggott's long, varied career, his dedicated 
community involvement --"he was one of the last 'men for all 
seasons'; altogether, a fine, fine gentleman; his vast 
experience and his judgment will be missed." 

It was the direction of Mayor Armstrong that one minute 
of silence dedicated to Mr. Haggott's memory be observed 
following the flag salute, and that this meeting be adjourned 
in his memory. 

* * * * * * * * 
The passing of Mrs. Mabel DeYoung, mother of Fire Chief 

DeYoung, and of 16-year-old David Railey, was also announced, 
with great sadness, by Mayor Armstrong, with the direction that 
this meeting likewise be adjourned in their memory. 

* * * * * * * * 
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3. FLAG SALUTE: 

Water System Superintendent O'Cain led in the salute 
to the flag, followed by one minute of silence dedicated 
to the memory of Mr. Ben Haggett. 

* * * * * * * * 
4. INVOCATION: 

Reverend Charles Magnuson, Del Amo Christian Church, 
provided the invocation. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5 . APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Councilman Applegate moved to approve the minutes of 
October 12, 1982, as recorded. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Rossberg, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

6. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Applegate moved that after the City Clerk has 
assigned a number and read title to any resolution or ordinance 
on tonight's agenda, the further reading thereof be waived, 
reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember the right to 
demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in 
regular order. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman 
Geissert, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

7 . COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

None scheduled. 

8. COMMUNITY MATTERS: 

8a. RESOLUTION commending the Sponsors of the 21st Annual 
International Surf Festival. 

RESOLUTION NO. 82-267 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE COMMENDING THE SPONSORS OF THE 
21ST ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL SURF FESTIVAL 

2. City Council 
November 16, 1982 



1771 
l 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 82-267. Her motion, seconded by Councilman Walker, was 
unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

14. PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

14a. REVISION OF CLASS SPECIFICATION - Account Clerk. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Torrance Fiscal Employees' Association and City Manage
ment jointly recommend approval of the revised class 
specification for the position of Account Clerk. 

MOTION: Councilman Rossberg moved to approve the 
revised class specification for the position of Account 
Clerk. The motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

14b. UPGRADING OF ONE CLERICAL POSITION IN THE STREET 
DEPARTMENT. 

RECOMMENDATION OF STREET MAINTENANCE SUPERINTENDENT: 
That your Honorable Body approve the upgrading of the 
Senior Typist Clerk 0osition to a Secretary position. 

MOTION: Councilman Rossberg moved to concur with the 
above stated recommendation of the Street Maintenance 
Superintendent. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Applegate, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

14c. REALLOCATION OF BUDGETED FUNDS AND AN APPROPRIATION 
TO UPGRADE THE SWITCHBOARD OPERATOR POSITION TO 
TYPIST CLERK. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
The Police Department and the City Manager's Office 
recommend that the City Council approve reallocation 
of existing budget positions and funds and to approve 
an appropriation of $853.00 to upgrade the existing 
two switchboard operator positions to that of Typist 
Clerk. 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to concur with the above 
stated recommendation. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman 
Geissert, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 
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14d. RESOLUTION re: Assistant City Attorney. 

RESOLUTION NO. 82-276 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, SETTING FORTH CERTAIN 
CHANGES REGARDING HOURS, WAGES AND WORKING 
CONDITIONS FOR CERTAIN MANAGEMENT EMPLOYEES 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
82-276. His motion, seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, was 
unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

17. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

17a. PROPOSED CHANGES IN NIGHT LIFEGUARD SERVICE FOR 
TORRANCE BEACH. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Based ·on: 

• Recent past experience of little lifeguard activity at 
Torrance Beach during the off-season night shift, 

• The projection by the Los Angeles County Harbors and 
Beaches Department that the on-call system will respond 
as fast or faster to Torrance Beach emergencies than 
the current night shift, 

• The ability of Torrance Police and Fire Departments to 
respond to all non-water incidents at Torrance Beach, 

the City Manager recommends that Your Honorable Body take no 
action to oppose the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 
action to initiate an on-call system for night lifeguard 
service in the off-season and the elimination of the 12 a.m.-
8 a.m. shift at Hermosa Beach Headquarters. 

Should Your Honorable Body choose to oppose the Board of 
Supervisors' ,action, the City Manager will immediately draft 
a letter to Supervisor Dana as well as a resolution for your 
consideration at the November 23 Council meeting. 
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Comments from the audience were invited by Mayor 
Armstrong. 

Lieutenant Gary Crumb, Los Angeles County Lifeguards, 
stated that during his ten years with the Lifeguards the 
24-hour emergency service has prevailed, and its proposed 
discontinuance is of great concern. Lieutenant Crumb urged 
the Council take a position opposing such action, conveying 
same to the Board of Supervisors. A "call-out" program is 
now recommended, per Lieutenant Crumb, and problems are 
presented by the considerably slower response time which 
might represent the loss of a life. 

Next to speak was Mr. Val Jolley, Los Angeles County 
Lifeguard, who stated that this is not a labor/management 
problem, but is a cut in service to the community. 

Mr. Bud Bohn, past president, Los Angeles County 
Lifeguard Association, commended the lifeguard service, 
one of the most successful areas being the 24-hour service 
arrangement. Council support for the continuance of this 
service was requested. 

At the request of Councilman Applegate, Lieutenant 
Crumb provided desired clarification regarding the 24-hour 
operation vs. the proposed reduction in service. 

Mr. Dwight Crumb, former Assistant Director, Depart
ment of Beaches, urged Council support of the request of 
the lifeguards that the 24-hour service be maintained. 

It was the comment of Councilwoman Geissert that it 
seems to be a much needed regional service, and she does 
not favor the "call-out" system as opposed to the 24-hour 
service; it does not seem to be a reasonable substitute. 
The Council concurred in these comments. 

MOTION: Councilwoman Geissert moved that a letter be 
drafted to the Board of Supervisors recognizing the value 
of the 24-hour emergency service, urging that that service 
be retained -- Staff to return to Council next week with 
an appropriate resolution. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Wirth, and roll call vote was unanimously favor
able. 

* * * * * * 
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17b. COMMUNITY RECOGNITION AWARDS. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY CLERK: 
That the City Clerk proceed to go to bid on the large 
and small plaques and the coasters and that your 
Honorable Body appropriate $2500 from the General Fund 
to the City Clerk's budget to cover costs of small token 
items as selected by the members of Council~ 

MOTION: --councilman Wilson moved to concur with the above 
stated recommendation of the City Clerk. His motion was 
seconded by Councilman Applegate, and roll call vote.was unani
mously favorable. 

20. CONSENT CALENDAR: 

20a. FINAL TRACT NO. 38906 (Milner-Plone Development 
CorporationJ 
Engineer: Rogoway-Borkovitz 
Location: South Side of Spencer Street - 300 Feet East 

of Anza 
No. of Lots: One - (59 Unit Condominium) 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER/PLANNING DIRECTOR: 
That Final Tract Map No. 389 06 be approved. 

20b. PARCEL MAP 14932. 
Subdivider: Union Carbide 
Location: N.W. Corner 190th and Del Amo Blvd. 
No. of Lots: Two · 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER/PLANNING DIRECTOR: 
That the City Council approve Parcel Map No. 14932 and 
accept the irrevocable offer of right-of-way dedication 
thereon. 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to concur with Staff 
recommendations on agenda items 20a and 20b. His motion was 
seconded by Councilman Rossberg, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable (Councilman Applegate ABSTAINED on 
item 20b). 

* * * * * * * 
The hour being 6:01 P.M. the Council recessed and 

reconvened as the Redevelopment Agency, returning to its 
agenda at 6:02 P.M. 

* * * * * * * 
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22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

22a. Present to express their concerns and urge Council 
reconsideration re: the proposed traffic signal at Ocean 
Avenue and Pacific Coast Highway were: Mrs.Carol Sussman, 
3904 West 234th Place; Ms. Betty Jean Campbell, principal, 
Arnold School (letter of record); Mr. Tony Orfelia, 23204 
Ocean Avenue; Ms. Janice Ontereiner, vice chairman, Traffic 
Commission; Mr. Michael Bedinger, 4011 West 232nd Street, 
(presented cornmunication from La Primera Preschool; 
Mr. Richard Woolley (?), 232 07 Ocean Avenue; Ms. Marion 
Clark, 22018 Ocean Avenue; Ms. Marlene Allen, 4086 Newton 
Street; Mr. Scotty Okomi, 23214 Ocean Avenue; Mr. Floyd 
DeLosa, 3904 West 238th Street; and Mr. Frank Haget, 
230 ill. 5 Ocean Avenue. 

It was the unanimous consensus of the Council that 
there should be reconsideration of the subject matter. 

MOTION: Councilman Rossberg moved that this item 
be returned to Council on December 14, 1982, a 7:00 P.M. 
meeting. His motion was seconded by Councilman Applegate, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

22b. Councilman Applegate advised that the YMCA "Good 
Neighbor" breakfast will be held on Sunday, November 21st. 

22c. Councilwoman Geissert added a tribute to Mr. Ben 
Haggott -- "Ben was an unusual man; a very kind man ..... " 
The Council unanimously concurred in this tribute. 

22d. Councilwoman Geissert stated that she had been advised 
that there has been advertising re: leather sales at 2720 
Monterey Street, #404, and requested Staff investigation re: 
legal aspects of retail sales at this location. 

22e. Councilman Wilson noted cornmunication to the Council 
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from Mr. David Lewis relative to Newton Avenue traffic problems 
and overall impacts on this area of the city -- review and 
possible updating of the Master Plan was recornmended by 
Dr. Wilson. 

22f. City Clerk Babb introduced the recently appointed 
Records Management Coordinator, Myriam Dowdy a warm 
welcome and best wishes were extended Myriam by the Council. 

22g. Mayor Armstrong noted the proposed new water reservoir 
for the City, and requested that this facility be named the 
Ben Haggott Reservoir in his memory. There were no objections, 
and it was so ordered. An appropriate resolution will follow. 
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22h. Ms. Linda Lewis, 18406 Kingsdale Avenue, reported 
on problems regarding baseball damage to her residence 
from games at El Nido Park (written communication, of 
record). It was her request that an ordinance be prepared 
to alleviate this continuing problem. Mayor Armstrong 
directed that Staff review this matter and return with 
recommendations. 

* * * * * * * * 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 6:55 P.M. the Council recessed in Executive Session, 
returning at 7:15 P.M. to take the following action: 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to concur with the 
recommendation of the City Attorney to make offer in the 
settlement in the Samantha Gish case. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Wirth, and carried, with roll call 
vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Geissert, Rossberg, Walker, 
Wilson, Wirth; Mayor Armstrong. 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

The meeting was regularly adjourned at 7:16 P.M. -
adjournment was dedicated to the memory of Ben Haggett, 
Mrs. Mabel DeYoung and David Railey. 

Ava Cripe 
Minute Secretary 

* * * * * * * * 
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