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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

October 12, 1982 

The Torrance City Council convened in a Regular Meeting 
on Tuesday, October 12, 1982, at 7:00 P.M. in the Council 
Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2 . ROLL CALL : 

Present: Councilmembers Applegate, Geissert, Rossberg, 
Wirth and Mayor Armstrong. 

Absent: Councilmen Walker and Wilson (both were out of 
town). 

Also present: City Manager Ferraro and Staff representatives. 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

West High School student "Jeanine" led in the salute to 
the flag. 

4 . INVOCATION: 

The invocation for the meeting was provided by Mayor 
Armstrong. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5 . APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Councilman Applegate moved to approve the minutes 
of September 14, 1982, as recorded. His motion was seconded 
by Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable (Councilmen Walker, Wilson absent). 
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6 . MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Applegate moved that after the City Clerk 
has assigned a number and read title to any resolution or 
ordinance on tonight's agenda, the further reading thereof 
be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember 
the right to demand the reading of any such resolution or 
ordinance in regular order. The motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable (Councilmen Walker, Wilson absent). 

7 . COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

Citizens Development 
October 14, 1982 at 4:00 P.M. 

Community Planning: 
October 27, 1982 at 5:00 P.M. 

* * * * * * * 

Mayor Armstrong regretfully announced the passing of 
Ms. Eileen Mckay, long time Torrance resident, and requested 
that this meeting be adjourned in her memory. 

* * * * * * * 

8. COMMUNITY MATTERS: . 

125 

8a. 

8b. 

PROCLAMATION - "National Lupus Week"- October 17-23, 1982. 

PROCLAMATION - "Myasthenia Gravis Awareness Week" -
October 17-23, 1982. 

So proclaimed by Mayor Armstrong. 

21. ADDENDUM ITEM: 

21a. PROCLAMATION - "National Business Women's Week" -
October 18-22, 1982. 

So proclaimed by Mayor Armstrong. 

9 . LIBRARY , PARK AND RECREATION MATTERS: 

9a. MOBIL FOUNDATION , INC. GRANT FOR SUMMER MUSICAL: 

RECOMMENDATION OF DIRECTOR OF PARKS AND RECREATION: 
As this Grant provides assistance to a unique young adult 
and teen summer program that benefits the residents of 
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Torrance, the Staff of the Parks and Recreation Department recommend 
that your Honorable Body accept this generous contribution from 
the Mobil Foundation, Inc., and appropriate it for the 1982 
Summer Musical. 

MOTION: Councilman Rossberg moved to concur with the above 
stated Staff recommendation, with an expression of gratitude for 
this generous donation. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Applegate, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Absent: 
Councilmembers Walker, Wilson). -

9b. RESOLUTION re: Agreement with Torrance Area Youth Bands, Inc. 

RESOLUTION NO. 82-238 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR AND 
CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST THAT CERTAIN 
AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AND THE TORRANCE AREA YOUTH BANDS, INC. FOR THE 

FISCAL YEAR 1982-83 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
82-238. Her motion, seconded by Councilman Wirth, was unanimously 
approved by roll call vote (Councilmen Walker, Wilson absent). 

12. PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 

12a. REQUEST FOR A WAIVER OF FEES FOR VALIDATION PERMIT 
APPLICATION - Marguerite Rice, 22405 Linda Drive. 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: 
Except in cases where an applicant incurs fee liability 
through action of the City itself, Staff cannot justify a 
Fee Waiver. For Staff to agree that relief should be 
granted on the basis of financial hardship would be to 
enter an inappropriate judgmental area. Therefore, the 
Planning Department recommends denial of this request for 
Waiver of the Validation Permit Application and Notifica
tion Fees. 

CITY MANAGER' S NOTE:· 
The City Manager strongly recommends denying the waiver. 
The City Manager is not evaluating the merits of the case. 
Rather, the waiving of the fee could establish a major 
precedent, jeopardizing the City's fee structure. 

Possible remedial measures were discussed by the Council, 
with acknowledgment of the above stated positions of Staff and 
the City Manager. 
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It was the suggestion of City Attorney Remelmeyer that 
the following avenues might be pursued: either the applicant 
voluntarily place a lien for deferral of the subject fee until 
the property is sold, or the fee could be paid in increments. 

The appellant, Mrs. Marguerite Rice, 22405 Linda Drive, 
was present to answer any questions on this matter. Mrs. Rice 
indicated that her preference of the above alternatives would 
be payment of the fee in increments. -

MOTION: Councilman Rossberg moved that the Council 
require the fee, with the payment thereof to be determined 
in consultation with Staff and the appellant. The motion 
was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable (Councilmen Walker, Wilson absent). 

14. PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

14a. RESOLUTION re: Advisory Council for CETA Program. 

RESOLUTION NO. 82-239 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE CREATION OF A 
SINGLE EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING COUNCIL TO BE 
CALLED THE PRIVATE INDUSTRY COUNCIL TO ADVISE 
THE CITY IN MATTERS OF EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
82-239. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Applegate, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable {Councilmen Walker, Wilson 
absent). 

15. HEARINGS: 

15a. CUP 82-32 , TRIAD DESIGN ASSOCIATES , INC. Administrative 
Appeal of Pl anning Commission approval for Condominium 
Conversion of office building at 3820 Del Amo Boulevard. 
BU-ILDING AND SAFETY DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDS THAT SEPARATE 
ELECTRICAL METERS BE PROVIDED AND THAT AN ENERGY EFFICIENT 
CENTRAL GAS SYSTEM BE PROVIDED. 

Affidavit of Publication was presented by City Clerk Babb, 
and it was ordered filed, there being no objection. 

Mayor Armstrong announced that this was the time and 
place for the subject public hearing, and, following Staff 
presentation by Building and Safety Director Grippo, inquired 

4. City Council 
October 12, 1982 



128 

if anyone wished to be heard. 

Representing the proponent, Ms. Fran Baker outlined 
the substantial difficulties presented by the Staff-recommended 
installation of separate electrical meters, noting differences 
between residential and commercial condominiums -- one would 
need a "crystal ball" to predict such installations in the 
present real estate market. Ms. Baker also described the 
role of the Owners Association in dete~ining equitable 
electrical charges. It was the request of this speaker that 
the Council deny the appeal and approve the conditions as 
originally approved by the Planning Commission. 

Mr. Mark Nolson, G.L.S. Building Corporation, owner 
and developer of the subject project, also stressed the 
problems presented by individual electrical meters in this 
case -- the project is now "too far down the road." 

There being no one else who wished to be heard, 
Councilman Applegate moved that the hearing be closed. 
His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilmen Walker, 
Wilson absent) . 

It was the comment of Councilman Applegate that in 
the designing of commercial or industrial condominiums, it 
would be a great injustice to the clients not to have 
separate meters in view of the wide diversity of us2s which 
might be employed -- the safest and most equitable · arrange
ments are separate meters. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to grant the 
appeal and concur with Staff's recommendation: "That 
your Honorable Body adopt the subject resolution amending 
Planning Commission condition No. 4 of CUP 82-32 and adding 
an additional condition No. 8 as follows: 

4. That separate electrical meters and utility 
shut-offs for each unit shall be provided; 

8. That an energy efficient central gas fired 
air conditioning system shall be provided." 

The motton was seconded by Councilman Wirth, and carried, 
with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: 
ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEMBERS: 

ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: 

5 . 

Applegate, Geissert, Wirth; 
Mayor Armstrong. 

None. 
Rossberg. 
Walker, Wilson. 
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Councilman Rossberg advised that his abstention was for 
the reason of a professional relationship with G.L.S. Building 
Corporation. 

It was the request of Planning Director Ferren that 
Condition No. 6 of the resolution in this case be revised 
to state: "That the roof screening shall be installed prior 
to .issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy." 

At the request of Mayor Armstrong, City Clerk Babb 
assigned a number and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 82-240 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING A CONDITIONAL 
USE PERMIT TO ALLOW THE CONVERSION OF AN 
EXISTING OFFICE BUILDING TO CONDOMINIUMS IN 
THE C-5 ZONE AT 3820 DEL AMO BOULEVARD 

(CUP 82-32 [EA 79-49]: TRIAD DESIGN 
ASSOCIATES, INC.) 

Councilman Applegate moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 82-240, as above modified. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Wirth, and carried, with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: 

NOES: 
ABSTAIN: 

ABSENT: 

COUNCILMEMBERS: 

COUNCILMEMBERS: 
COUNCILMEMBERS: 
COUNCILMEMBERS: 

Applegate, Geissert, Wirth; 
Mayor Armstrong. 

None. 
Rossberg. 
Walker, Wilson. 

* * * * * * 
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17. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

17a. ACCEPTANCE OF THE FINANCE DIRECTOR'S FINANCIAL REPORT 
AND THE INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S OFFICIAL AUDIT OPINION 
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1981. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY MANAGER: 
It is recommended that by motion your Honorabie Body: 
1. Acknowledge acceptance of the Finance Director's 

financial report and the Independent Auditor's 
Official Audit Opinion for the fiscal year ended 
June 30, 1981; and 

2. Authorize Staff to seek proposals to appraise the 
general fixed assets and establish appropriate 
records. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with the 
above stated recommendation of the City Manager. His motion 
was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable (Councilmen Walker, Wilson absent). 

17b. RESOLUTION Approving the Selling Price of State-Owned 
Interests in Torrance Beach to the County of Los Angeles. 

RESOLUTION NO. 82-241 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE APPROVING THE SELLING PRICE PROVIDED 
IN THAT CERTAIN.AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE LOS 
ANGELES COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AND THE 
STATE CONTROLLER OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
FOR PURCHASE OF TAX DEEDED PROPERTY 

Councilman Applegate moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
82-241. His motion was seconded by Councilman Wirth; roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable (Councilmen Walker, Wilson absent). 

17c. RESOLUTION re: Formal Designation of the Torrance Del Amo 
Center. 

RESOLUTION NO. 82-242 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE DESIGNATING THAT AREA OF THE CITY 
BOUNDED BY TORRANCE BOULEVARD, SEPULVEDA BOULE
VARD, MADRONA AVENUE AND OCEAN AVENUE (EXCLUSIVE 
OF THE R-1 ZONED AREA EAST OF OCEAN AVENUE) AS 
THE TORRANCE DEL AMO CENTER OF THE CITY OF 

TORRANCE 
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Councilman Applegate moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 82-242. His motion was seconded by Councilman Rossberg, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilmen 
Walker, Wilson absent). 

20. CONSENT CALENDAR: 

20a. AWARD OF CONTRACT (B82-60) - Construction of Storm Drains 
in three locations: 

1. Calle Mayor and Carlow Road 
2. Arnie Avenue and 182nd Street 
3. Via El Chico 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER: 
That the contract be awarded to MLADEN BUNTICH CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY and all other bids be rejected. 

20b. AWARD OF CONTRACT - TG Furnish 12" Traffic Signal Heads. 
Ref. Bid No. B82-62 Expenditure: $9,915.15 (including tax) 

RECOMMENDATION OF PURCHASING AGENT/BUYER: 
That Council award a contract for the purchase of ten 
12" Programmed Traffic Signal Heads to the manufacturer, 
3M Company of St. Paul Minnesota, in the amount of 
$9,915.15, including tax. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with Staff 
recommendations on agenda items 20a and 20b. His motion was 
seconded by Councilman Wirth, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable (Councilmen Walker, Wilson absent). 

* * * * * * * 

The hour being 7:55 P.M. the Council recessed and 
reconvened as the Redevelopment Agency, returning to its 
agenda at 7:56 P.M. 

* * * * * * * 

21. ADDENDUM ITEM: 

21a. Proclamation - "National Business Women's Week" 

See Page 2. 
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22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

22a. Councilman Applegate reviewed the October 11, 1982 com
munication from Parks and Recreation Director Barnett advising 
of the U.S. Forest Service's rejection of the Torrance Rose 
Float design for this year. 

Mr. Applegate pointed out the continuing discussions over 
the years relative to this tie-in with the U.S. Forest Service -
now with this rejection of the design (in which there is so much 
pride and which represents so much time and effort), it is now 
time for the City of Torrance to "bite the bullet," and assume 
the additional $16,000 thereby enabling the City to come forth 
with a Rose Parade Float that is solely sponsored by the City 
of Torrance, in conjunction with the Torrance Rose Float 
Association. Councilman Applegate so MOVED; (funds to be 
a:;:ipr,;op~ic:1.t2d from -the G.eneral Fund--for Contingencies) . · Motion 
seconded by Councilman v7irthi roll ca1t ··vot:e-·was unanimously 
favorable (Councilmen Walker, Wilson absent). 

Comments of concurrence with the above r2marks by 
Councilman Applegate were expressed by the Council -- the 
pros and cons of the long U.S. Forest Service/City of 
Torrance relationship were discussed. It was the direction 
of Mayor Armstrong that all interested parties be notified 
re: the above action; following a conference with Mr. Bent, 
an Ad Hoc Committee meeting can be arranged. 

22b. Councilman Wirth requested Staff input re: the matter of 
separate meters for office co~dos -- perhaps an ordinance should 
be considered. 

22c. Mr. Sam Suitt, president, Friends of Madrona Marsh, 
reaffirmed contents of his letter, of record, re: recent events 
on the Marsh site .at Monterey and Madrona. Mr. Suitt con
cluded: . "We, therefore, petition the City Council to.require 
t~e restoration of the subject property, and, further, to 
direct the City Attorney to initiate efforts to seek legal 
redress for the Code violations carried out on the Marsh 
property." 

City Attorney Remelmeyer advised that he had not yet had 
an opportunity to study the above material -- following such 
review by him, the City Manager and Staff a report will be 
made to the Council. 

22d. Ms. Beverly Gallimuchi (?), representing residents in 
the area of 186th Street and Western Avenue, reported on their 
very serious problem represented by the gathering of young 
people on weekends between the hours of 11:00 P.M. and 4:30 A.M. 
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at the intersection of 186th and Western, with resultant "drag 
racing~" noise and trash problems; robberies, etc. Contacts 
made with varied police personnel involved in this unique area 
were also described. It was the request of this speaker that 
Council authorize a blockade from 182nd to 190th on Western 
Avenue on Saturday evening from 11:00 P.M. to 4:00 A.M. 

Chief of Police Nash reported on his knowledge of the 
matter, Police Department contacts which have been made and 
future meetings which have been scheduled to be attended by 
both police and homeowner representatives in an effort to 
resolve the problem. 

Mr. David Bateman, 1878 West 186th Street, reported 
on difficulties encountered by him in contacting police 
officials -- a blockade is the only solution to the problem, 
in his opinion. 

Mayor Armstrong affirmed the sincere intent of the 
Council, Staff members and Police personnel to resolve this 
serious problem. 

* * * * * * 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 8:40 P.M. the Council recessed for Executive Session, 
returning at 9 :20 P.M. No ·.action was taken. 

At 9:20 P.M. Councilman Applegate moved to adjourn to 
Tuesday, October 26, 1982 at 7:00 P.M. The motion was seconded 
by Councilman Wirth, and roll call vote was unanimously favor
able (Councilmen Walker, Wilson absent). 

Adjournment was dedicated to the memory of Mrs. Eileen 
Mckay. 

* * * * * * 

Ava Cripe 10. 
Minute Secretary 
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