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I N D E X 

City Council - December 15, 1981 

SUBJECT: 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

5. 
6. 
7 

12a. 

15a. 
15b. 
15c. 

17a. 
17b. 

17c. 
17d. 

20a. 

20b. 
20c. 
20d. 
20e. 
20f. 

20g. 

20h. 

22a. 
22b. 

22c. 

22d. 
22e. 
22f. 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 
Call to Order 
Roll Call 
Flag Salute 
Invocation 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 
Approval of Minutes 
Motion to Waive Further Reading 
Council Committee Meetings 

12. PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 
Designation of Redevelopment Survey Area -

Downtown Torrance 
15 • HEARINGS : . 

W 81-26, Reginald O'Neill 
CUP 81-40 (EA 81-26) & TT 42663, Bissell Associates 
CUP 80-4, Forty Carrots, Inc. 

17. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 
Executive Session 
Resolution re: amendment to hospital bond documents -

Torrance Memorial Hospital 
Equipment Insurance for 1982 
Resolution re: modification of lease agreement -

Bob Curtis Oldsmobile 
20. CONSENT CALENDAR: 

Notice of Completion - Water Main in Pacific Coast 
Highway 

Award of Contract - Trane Chiller Optimizer Controls 
Parcel Map 14285 
Modification of Traffic Signals -Crenshaw Boulevard 
Award of Contracts~ Tire Recapping and Repair 
Modification of Traffic Signal at Madrona Avenue 

and Fashion Way 
Award of Contract - Construction of Civic Center 

Drive between Madrona and Maple 
Award of Contract - Installation of Traffic Signals 

at Emerald and Madrona 
22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

Councilman Rossberg re: Cable TV presentations 
Councilman Wilson, appreciation for flowers sent 

his wife 
Councilman Wilson re: sidewalk repair on 

Ainsworth Avenue 
Councilman Wilson re: Independent Cities Seminar 
Mayor Armstrong re: mobile home factory 
Mr. Ed Greene re: siren noise 

* * * * * 
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22g. Councilman Rossberg commended Mayor Armstrong's 
presentation to Mr. Jack Watt, particularly under the 
circumstances relating tpc ·his personal loss~ · 

22h. Appreciation for the outstanding job done by the 
Mayor, .Councilman Applegate and Captain Lanham in Washington in 
behalf of .Armed Forces Day was conveyed by Councilman 
Rossberg. 

22i. Councilman Rossberg reviewed the status of pending 
Cable TV presentations -- a survey by Staff regarding 
Cable TV experiences in other cities and organizations was. 
requested by Mr. Rossberg. 

It was the added recommendation of Councilman Brown 
that Cable TV users (as opposed to the governmental agencies) 
be surveyed as well .. 

22j. Mayor Armstrong requested Staff review regarding the 
possible need for additional acoustical protection when permits 
for night construction are issued, particularly at it relates 
to utility companies. 

22k. Mayor Armstrong direct~d that Staff check with the 
Del Amo/Fashion Square Mall regarding the security of employee 
parking areas. 

221. Mayor Armstrong announced that Councilman Brown will 
now serve as Mayor Pro Tern. 

* * * * * * 

The meeting was regularly adjourned at 11:10 P.M. 
adjournment was in memory of Mrs. John Armstrong and Mr. Hugh 
Dooley. 

Ava Cripe 
Minute Secretary 

* * * * * * 
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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 
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December 15, 1981 

The Torrance City Council convened in a Regular Meeting 
on Tuesday, December 15, 1981, at 5:30 P.M. in the Council 
Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2 • ROLL CALL: 

Present: Councilmembers Applegate, Brown, Geisser~, 
Rossberg, Walker, Wilson and Mayor Armstrong. It was necessary 
for Councilman Walker to-leave the meeting at 7:26 P.M. 

Also present: City Manager Ferraro and·Staff repre
sentatives. 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

The flag salute was led by Ms. Lisa Hunt, North 
High School student. 

4. INVOCATION: 

Reverend Mike File·s, Assembly of God Church, provided 
the invocation for the meeting. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

None available. 

6. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Applegate moved that after the City Clerk 
has assigned a number and read title to any resolution or 
ordinance on tonight's agenda, the further reading thereof 
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38 
be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember 
the right to demand the reading _of any such resolution or 
ordinance in regular order. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Brown, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

* * * * * * * 

Mayor Armstrong regretfully announced the passing of 
Mrs. Ella Schwent, an active member of the community who 
contributed much to the City. It was the direction of the 
Mayor that this meeting be adjourned in her memory. 

* * * * * * * 

7. COUNCIL. COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

12. 

12a. 

Citizen Development: 
December 17th at 4:00 P.M. 

PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 

DESIGNATION OF A REDEVELOPMENT SURVEY AREA NORTH AND 
EAST OF DOWNTOWN TORRANCE. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends adoption of the subject resolutions: 

1. Designating certain industrial areas north 
and east of Downtown Torrance as a Redevelop
ment Survey Area for study purposes, and 

2. Directing the Planning Commission to select a 
Redevelopment Project Area and formulate a 
Preliminary P~an. 

Staff presentation was provided by Planning Associate 
Progen. Additional input was presented by City Manager 
Ferraro and City Attorney Remelmeyer as it-relates to the: -
potential Honda development in the subject area. 

At the request of Mayor Armstrong~ City Clerk Nelson 
assigned numbers and read titles to: 
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RESOLUTION NO. 81-260 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF.THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE DESIGNATING-A REDEVELOP
MENT SURVEY AREA AS DESCRIBED HEREIN FOR 

STUDY PURPOSES 
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Councilman Applegate moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 81-260. His motion, seconded by Councilman Brown, was 
unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-261 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE DIRECTING THE TORRANCE 
PLANNING COMMISSION TO SELECT.A REDEVELOP
MENT PROjECT AREA AS APPROPRIATE FROM THE 
REDEVELOPMENT SURVEY AREA HEREIN DESCRIBED 
AND TO FORMULATE A PRELIMINARY PLAN FOR THE 
REPEVELOPMENT OF THE PROJECT AREA 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 81-261. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

* * * * 
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15. 

15a. 

HEARINGS: 

W 81-26, REGINALD O'NEILL. Appeal of Planning 
Commission approval of a requested waiver of the 
sideyard fence height requirements. THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION AND PLANNING DEPARTMENT RECOMMEND 
APPROVAL. 

An Affidavit of Publication was presented by City Clerk 
Nelson, and it was ordered filed, there being no objection. 

Mayor Annstrong announced that this was the time and 
place for the subject public hearing, and, following presenta
tion by Planning Associate Woodward, invited comments from 
the audience. 

Mrs. O'Neill, 18016 Falda Avenue, elaborated on their 
requested waiver and indic?ted concurrence with Planning 
Commission recommendations. She advised, at Councilwoman 
Geissert's question, that the request is based on a need for 
privacy. 

The appellant in this matter, Mrs. Dolores Watson, 
18020 Falda Avenue, requested, 'a!ld received, clarification 
pertaining to appeal procedures -- Planning Commission 
conditions were likewise reviewed and clarified. 

Mr. Richard Watson, 18020 Falda Avenue, (appellant), 
expressed his concerns regarding compatability of material 
for the wall -- he would be very much opposed to stucco on 
his side of the . wall; the red cement block and redwood 
trellis would be acceptable. At Mayor Armstrong's question, 
Mr. Watson affirmed that he would have no objections to the 
wall so long as it remained unstuccoed on his side, in red 
brick to match the back wall,· and the same pattern of redwood 
trellis as is on the back w.ai"l. 

Council review of the Plot Plan followed -- with note 
of the newly constructed 6 ft. wall at the front of the 
O'Neill property, with Building Department approval, and the 
overall configuration of the wall plus trellis. 

There being no one else present who wished to be 
heard,. Councilman Applegate moved that the hearing be 
closed. His motion was seconded by Councilman Rossberg, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

It was the opinion of Councilman Walker that the 
subject waiver request is reasonable -- the misunderstandings 
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are unfortunate -- however, the request for the structural 
support in that small four-foot area is necessary, in his 
opinion. -

Accordingly, Councilman Walker offered the following 
MOTION: That the Council concur with the recommendation 
of the Pl~nning Commission and Planning Department for 
approval -- with the specific request that the wall not be. 
stuccoed on the Watson side of the wall and specific approval 
of the four-foot anchor section. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Wilson, BUT FAILED TO CARRY AT THIS TIME, with 
roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Walker, Wilson; Mayor 
Armstrong. 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate, Brown, Geissert, 
Ros~berg. 

MOTION: Councilman Brown moved to refer this matter 
back to Staff for further review re: configuration, to be 
returned to Council in approximately two weeks. The motion 
was seconded by Councilman Rossberg. 

Prior to roll call vote, discussion resumed, and 
Councilman Rossberg reviewed his concerns, particularly as 
to how a building permit was issued for the additional wall 
prior to finalization of the waiver request. It was 
clarified by Building and Safety Director McKinnon that the 
waiver was only for the seven-foot section; the request for 
a 6-ft. fence is within Code and a permit may rightfully be 
obtained for same. There was further edification relative to 
the role of the trellis. 

Councilman Rossberg thereupon CHANGED HIS VOTE on the 
original motion offered by Councilman Walker -- the motion, 
therefore, CARRIED, as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Rossberg, Walker, Wilson; 
Mayor Armstrong. 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate, Brown, Geissert. 

* * * * * * 
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15b. CUP 81-40 (EA 81-26) & TT 42663, BISSELL.ASSOCIATES. 

Continued Public Hearing _from the December 1, 1981, 
City Council meeting for the consideration of an 
appeal of the ERB issuance of a Mitigated Negative 
Declaration. 

Mayor .Armstrong announced that this was the time and 
place for the subject continued public hearing, with specific 
note of December 14th communication from H. Zdenek regarding 
meetings with homeowners and their belief that "the concerns 
of the homeowners can be mitigated during the process of 
obtaining our conditional use permit." 

Comments from the audience were then invited by the 
Mayor. 

Mr. Ross Andrews, Bissell Associates, stated that 
ample information is available -- focused traffic and noise 
studies have been made, along with simulated view studies. 
Mr. Andrews then outlined efforts to date to mitigate home
owner concerns, and requested that the recommended Mitigated 
Negative Declaration be upheld. 

Mr. Dave Brent, 3614 Eleda Drive, confirmed efforts 
to mitigate problems of concern to the homeowners -- yet to 
be resolved are the matters of aesthetics and view impair
ments. The erection of silhouettes where appropriate would 
be most helpful, per Mr. Brent. 

Other speakers were: Ms. Mary Azui, 3229 Singing 
Wood Drive; Jim Vandeveer, 2941 Briarwood; Michael Meyerhofer, 
3237 Singing Wood Drive; Bob Woods,3231 Singing Wood Drive; 
Ms. Bernice Costick, 3239 Singing Wood Drive; Ms. Elaine Brent, 
3614 Eleda Drive; and Bob Gillihan, 3608 Eleda Drive. 

Concerns expressed were: view blockage; traffic 
congestion; use of residential streets for cut-through 
traffic; privacy problems; need for silhouettes; structure 
design; property value depreciation; the need for further 
developer/homeowner meetings; and lack of notification. 

It was the recommendation of Councilwoman Geissert 
that the notification area be expanded in this particular 
case. There were no objections, and it was so ordered. 

There being no one else present who wished to be heard, 
Councilman Walker moved that the hearing be closed. His motion 
was seconded by Counci°lman Wilson, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable. 

6. City Council 
December 15, 1981 



MOTION: Councilman Brown moved to concur with the 
recommendation of the Planning Department and the Environ
mental Review Board that a Mitigated Negative Declaration 
be issued. The motion was seconded by Councilman Applegate, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

At Councilman Brown '.s request that silhouettes be 
provided, Planning Associate Woodward advised that the 
proponent has agreed to provide same. 

* * * * * * 
The hour being 7:25 P.M. the Council recessed and 

reconvened as the Redevelopment Agency. A 10-minute recess 
followed at 7:26 P.M. 

15c. 

(Councilman Walker left the meeting at this time.) 
* * * * * * 

CUP 80-4, FORTY CARROTS, INC. (Joseph Bolker)- Appeal 
of Planning Commission~approval of a modification of 
a Conditional Use Permit allowing the addition of a 
covered patio to an existing restaurant at 21209 
Hawthorne Boulevard. PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDS 
APPROVAL; PLANNING DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDS DENIAL. 
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An Affidavit of Publication was presented by City Clerk 
Nelson, and it was ordered filed, there being no objection. 

Mayor Armstrong announced that this was the time and 
place for the subject public hearing, with note of the request 
of Del Amo Associates that the matter be held. 

Representing Forty Carrots, Mr. Ron Goodman stated 
that they are working with the architect and the owner of the 
shopping center and indicated concurrence with the continuance. 

MOTION: Councilman Rossberg moved to continue Item 15c 
to January 5, 1982, at 5:30 P.M. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Wilson. There were no objections, and it was so 
ordered (Councilman Walker absent). 

17. 

17a. 

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

EXECUTIVE SESSION re: Hours, Wages and Working Conditions; 
Litigation.· 

See Page 11. 
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17b. RESOLUTION reconunending amendment to hospital bond 

documents (Torrance Memorial Hospital). 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-262 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE CONCERNING THE AMENDMENT 
OF CERTAIN DOCUMENTS APPROVED IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE ISSUANCE OF REVENUE NOTES TO FINANCE 
FACILITIES FOR TORRANCE MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 

MEDICAL CENTER 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution·No. 
81-262. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Walker 
absent). 

17c. EQUIPMENT INSURANCE·FOR 1982. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY MANAGER: 
Seek a short term extension of the City's present 
policy with Fireman's Fund Insurance Company and 
solicit formal bids from,Lund Company and Cal-Surance. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with the 
above stated reconunendation of the City Manager. His motion 
was seconded by Councilman Brown. 

Prior to roll call vote on the motion, Mr. Roger Myers, 
Lund Company, stated that they were not advised that they were 
under bid conditions until 9:30 A.M. this date -- the conununication 
from the competing company was reviewed and protested by 
Mr. Myers. 

Roll call vote on Councilman Applegate's motion was 
unanimously favorable (Councilman Walker absent). 

It was the reconunendation of Councilman Rossberg that 
Staff formulate some rules for this type of situation. There 
were no objections, and it was so ordered (Councilman Walker 
absent). 

17d. RESOLUTION authori·zing modification of Lease Agreement 
with Bob Curtis Oldsmobile, 3111 Pacific Coast Highway. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-263 

A RESOLUTION.OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR 
AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST THAT 
CERTAIN LEASE DATED JANUARY 1,1982,BETWEEN 
THE CITY AND BOB CURTIS OLDSMOBILE, INC. 
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Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 81-263. Her motion, seconded by Council
man Brown, was unanimously approved by roll call vote 
(Councilman Walker absent). 

20. CONSENT CALENDAR: 

20a. NOTICE OF COMPLETION - Bobco Construction Company -
Water Main in Pacific Coast Highway from Anza Avenue 
to Madison Street (BS0-08) 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER/WATER SYSTEM MANAGER: 
1. That the work be accepted and final payment be made 

to the contractor. 
2. That $3,000 be appropriated from the Water Revenue 

Fund; and 
3. That 48 days _liquidated damages be assessed. 

20b. AWARD OF CONTRACT - Re: Furnishing and Installing 
Trane Chiller Optimizer Controls in City buildings. 
Ref. Bid #B81-94 Expenditure: $24,380.00 

RECOMMENDATION OF PURCHASING AGENT/BUYER: . 
That your Honorable Body award the contract for the 
purchase and installation of these units to·the Youel 
Trane Service Company, the low bidder, in the total 
amount of $24,380.00, including tax. 

20c. PARCEL MAP 14285 (D79-19) 
Subdivider: E.C.S. Company 
Location: 20909 Anza Avenue 
No. of Lots: 1 (184 Unit Condominium Conversion) 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER/ACTING PLANNING 
DIRECTOR: That the City Council approve Parcel Map 
No. 14285. 

20d. MODIFICATION OF TRAFFIC SIGNALS at Crenshaw Boulevard 
and Rolling Hills Road and at Crenshaw Boulevard and 
235th Street. 

RECOMMENDATION OF DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION: 
That the work be accepted as completed and final 
payment be made, less 10 percent retention, to 
C. T. &F. , Inc. 

20e. AWARD OF CONTRACTS - To provide Annual Tire Recapping 
and Repair Services for Passenger, Truck and Off-Road 
Tires for City Vehicles. Ref. Bid #B81-78 
Estimated Expenditure: $16,000.00 
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20f. 

RECOMMENDATION OF PURCHASING AGENT/BUYER: 
That Council award two contracts for the purchase 
of Recapped Tire Services. These recommendations 
represent an award by tire grouping. 

1. That the contract for the recapping of Passenger 
T~res be awarded to the R.P.S. Tire Company, low 
bidder, of Compton, California, for the anticipated 
amount of $4-,500.00, including tax. 

2. That the contract for the recapping of Light, 
Heavy and Off-the-Road tires and Off-the-Road 
Equipment Tires, plus miscellaneous tire repair 
services, be awarded to the low bidder, Western 
Bandag Company of Carson, California, in the 
anticipated amount of $11,000, including tax. 

MODIFICATION OF TRAFFIC SIGNAL at Madrona Avenue and 
Fashion Way - Contract No. BBl-47. 

RECOMMENDATION OF DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION: 
That the work be accepted as completed, and final 
payment be made, less 10 ~ercent retention, to 
Vince's Electrical Contractor. 

20g. AWARD OF CONTRACT - Construction of Civic Center 
Drive between Madrona Avenue and Maple Avenue. 
(BBl-90) 

20h. 

RECOMMENDATION·~OF.f STAFF: 
That the contract be awarded to Copp Contracting, 
Inc., and that all other bids be rejected. 

AWARD OF CONTRACT for I·nstallation of Traffic Signals 
at Emerald Street and. Madrona Avenue. (BBl-88) 

JEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION RECOMMENDATION: 
That the contract for installation of traffic signals 
at Emerald Street and Madrona Avenue be awarded to 
the low bidder, Steiny and Company, for $50,768, and 
that all other bids be rejected. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with 
Staff recommendations on agenda items 20a, 20b, 20c, 20d, 
20e, 20f, 20g and 20h. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Brown, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable -
Councilwoman Geissert cast a NEGATIVE VOTE on Item 2·0c. 
(Councilman Waiker absent). 

* * * * * * * 
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22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

22a. Councilman Rossberg reviewed scheduling of Cable TV 
presentations on December 16th; City Attorney Remelmeyer 
assured the efficiency of same. 
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22b. Councilman Wilson conveyed his appreciation to the 
Council and the City Manager's Staff for the lovely flowers 
sent his wife, Alva, on the occasion of her recent, successful 
eye surgery. 

22c. Councilman Wilson requested that Staff follow through 
on repair of sidewalk on Ainsworth between Redondo Beach · 
Boulevard and 169th Street. 

22d. Councilman Wilson reported on the 21st Annual Seminar 
of the Independent Cities Association in Santa Barbara --
a summary regarding crime control, presented at the seminar, 
was presented Chief of Police Nash. 

22e. Mayor Armstrong requested Staff investigation of the 
mobile home factory on Torrance Boulevard, just this side of 
Western Avenue -- "it is a disaster!" 

22f. Mr. Ed Greene, 3205 Onrado Street, Madrona Homeowners 
Association, questioned the abundance of sirens in the area 
represented by him, and inquired if there is a City policy in 
this regard. Studies are currently underway, per Fire Chief 
DeYoung, and a report is forthcoming. 

* * * * * 

ITEM 17a. - EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

At 8:20 P.M. the Council recessed for an Executive 
Session, returning at 8:50 P.M. to take the following 
action: 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to approve the 
amendment to the F.A.B. agreement, as discussed in Executive 
Session. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, 
and carried, wi~h roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: 

NOES: 
ABSTAIN: 

ABSENT: 

COUNCILMEMBERS: 

COUNCILMEMBERS: 
COUNCILMEMBERS: 
·COUNCILMEMBERS: 

Geissert, Rossberg, Wilson; 
Mayor Armstrong. 

None. 
Applegate, Brown. 
Walker. 

* * * * * 
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Councilman Applegate moved.to adjourn to Wednesday, 

December 16th at 4:00 P.M. for the first scheduled Cable TV 
presentation. His motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson; 
there were no objections, and it was so ordered (Councilman 
Walker absent). 

Adjournment was at 8:51 P.M. -- and dedicated to the 
memory of Mrs. Ella Schwent. 

* * * * * 

Ava Cripe 12. 
Minute Secretary 

~d~ 
City Clerk of the City o f Torrance 

\ 

. ( 

City Council 
December 15, 1981 

Cit ot 


