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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

October 27, 1981 

The Torrance City Council convened in a Regular Meeting 
on Tuesday, October 27, 1981, at 7:00 P.M. in the Council 
Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2. ROLL -CALL: 

Present: Councilmernbers Geissert, Rossberg, Walker, 
Wilson and Mayor Armstrong. 

Absent: Councilmen Applegate and Brown (both out of 
the state on business). 

Also present: City Manager Ferraro and Staff repre
sentatives. 

3 . FLAG SALUTE : 

Mr. Tom Scutte led in the salute to the flag. 

4. INVOCATION: 

Reverend Ronald Dybvig, Christ the King Lutheran Church, 
gave the invocation. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Councilman Wilson moved to approve the minutes of 
September 29, 1981, as recorded. His motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable (Councilmen Applegate, Brown absent). 

1. City Council 
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6. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilwoman Geissert moved that after the City Clerk 
has assigned a number and read title to any resolution or 
ordinance on tonight's agenda, the further reading thereof 
be waived, reserving and· ,guaranteeing to each Councilmember 
the right to demand the reading of any such resolution or 
ordinance in regular order. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was unanimously favor
able (Councilmen Applegate, Brown absent). 

7. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

Citizen Development and Enrichment: 
October 28th at 4:00 P.M. 

* * * * * * * * 

Mayor Armstrong .regretfully announced the passing of 
Department of Transportation employee Bryant Fitzpatrick and 
long time Torrance resident Leonard Babcock. It was the 
direction of the Mayor that this meeting be adjourned in 
their memory. 

* * * * * * * * 

Winner of an Essay Contest sponsored by First Lady 
Nancy Reagan, Mr. Tom Scutte, former Torrance High School 
student, was introduced by Mayor Armstrong. Warm congratula
tions were extended by the Council for this outstanding 
accomplishment. 

* ·* * * * * * * 

8. COMMUNITY MATTERS: 

Ba. PROCLAMATION - "VOTERS' WEEK" - November 2-6, 1981. 

8b. PROCLAMATION - "HOME ENERGY EFFICIENCY WEEK" -
November 2-6, 1981. 

So proclaimed by Mayor Armstrong. 

9. LIBRARY/PARK AND RECREATION MATTERS: 

9a. DONATION FROM MR. AND MRS. GUILFORD GLAZER TO THE 
TORRANCE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

RECOMMENDATION OF LIBRARY DEPARTMENT/LIBRARY COMMISSION: 
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That _your Honorable Body accept Mr. and Mrs. Guilford 
Glazer's generous donation to the Torrance Public Library 
in the amount of $2,000. 

2. City Council 
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MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to concur with the 

above stated recommendation of the Library Department and 
Library Commission. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Rossberg, and roll call vote was unanimousiy favorable (Absent: 
Councilmen Applegate, Brown). 

9b. APPOINTMENT OF 1981-1982 YOUTH COUNCIL MEMBERS. 

RECOMMENDATION OF SELECTION COMMITTEE: 
That the City Council confirm the following people 
for the 1981-1982 Torrance Youth Council: 

Warren Aka - Me·mber at large 
Tracey Beretta - El Camino Junior College 
Paul Dworkin - West Torrance High School 
Brad Hardison - Torrance High School 
Heidi Larson - Torrance High School 
Anna Minaja - West Torrance High School 
Madelon Ries - Bishop Montgomery High School 
Tom Robergs - El Camino Junior College 
Tom Yi - Member at large. 

MOTION: Councilman Rossberg moved to confirm the above 
appointments to the Youth Council. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Walker, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable 
(Absent: Councilmen Applegate, Brown). 

The Oath of Office was duly administered to the aQove 
appointees by City Clerk Nelson. 

10. 

10a. 

TRANSPORTATION/PUBLIC WORKS MATTERS: 

RESOLUTION re: Vacation . of Storm Drain Easement -
Falena Avenue. Proponent and Beneficiary: J.E. Kettler Trust. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-233 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE ORDERING THE VACATION OF 
A TEN-FOOT WIDE STORM DRAIN EASEMENT OVER 
A PORTION OF LOT F, RANCHO LOS PALOS VERDES 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 81-233. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Absent: Councilmen 
Applegate, Brown). 

3. City Council 
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10b. RESOLUTION re: Grant of Easement to Pacific Telephone 
and Telegraph Company on City property at the south
west corner of Carson Street and Crenshaw Boulevard. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-234 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE APPROVING THE GRANTING 
OF A UTILITY EASEMENT TO THE PACIFIC TELE
PHONE AND TELEGRAPH ACROSS A CITY-OWNED 
LOT AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF CARSON 
STREET AND CRENSHAW BOULEVARD IN TORRANCE 
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Councilman Walker moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
81-234. His motion, seconded by Councilman Wilson, was unani
mously approved by roll call vote. 

10c. CROSSING GUARD AT INTERSECTION OF PRAIRIE AVENUE AND 
182ND STREET. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
The Torrance Traffic Commission unanimously (absent: 
Commissioners Johnson# McMullen and Taylor), the 
Torrance Police Department and the Department of 
Transportation recommend that a Crossing Guard be 
assigned to the intersection of Prairie Avenue and 
182nd Street. 

CITY MANAGER'S NOTE: 
Existing funds and personnel are available in the 
Police Department budget, due to the elimination of 
the Crossing Guards at Artesia and Prairie and at 
178th and Prairie as a result of school closures. 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to concur with the 
above stated recommendation that a Crossing Guard be assigned 
to the intersection of Prairie Avenue and 182nd Street. The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable (Councilmen Applegate, Brown absent). 

Appreciation for the above action was expressed by 
Mr. David Rufner, 4216 West 179th Street, and Ms. Helen Doyle, 
18626 Yukon Avenue -- Ms. Doyle stated that more coordination 
between the City and the School District should occur in 
future situations of this nature. Mayor Armstrong outlined 
current cooperative efforts by the City and the School 
District. 

4 • Ci,ty Council 
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Also present was Mr. Santana Mata who noted his efforts 

during the last nine years to help the children crossing at 
the subject intersection, and his "hope that I'm doing a good 
job." Councilwoman Geissert requested appropr.1.ate recognition 
for Santana's dedicated service. 

10d. RESOLUTION re: Bus Shelter Program. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-235 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING 
THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT FOR PRO
VISION OF BUS SHELTERS IN THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE WITH AMERICAN BUS SHELTER COMPANY, 

INC. 

Director of Transportation Horkay advised that Item 1 
on Page 2 should read "ten months," (instead of "eight months"). 

It was the request of Councilman Rossberg that Staff 
review the effect of the 300-ft. advertising procedure and the 
pros and cons of such notification expense -- further, that 
the Department of Transportation advise appropriate Staff 
members and the Council regarding the type of advertising 
being accepted •• 

MOTION: Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption 
of Resolution No. 81-235, with note of the above revision and 
comments. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Absent: Councilmen 
Applegate, Brown). 

lOe. PROPOSED NEW TELEPHONE.SYSTEM: 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY MANAGER/CITY ATTORNEY: 
That your Honorable Body award the contract to the 
low bidder, Corn System, for the installation of a 
Citywide telephone system and that you authorize the 
City to seek lease purchase financing ·for . the cost of 
installation. · 

Mayor Armstrong reviewed additional material received by 
the Council following the presentations of October 13th, with 
specific note of the finding that "Given then that we have two 
competent bidders for a public works type project, the City 
Manager must join the City Attorney in the conclusion that the 
lowest bid must be accepted." 

5. City Council 
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Mr. Phil Kasha, Pacific Telephone Company, provided 

a further presentation regarding the merits of his company's 
proposal. 

Purchasing Supervisor White responded to the above 
remarks, and stated that the basic recommendation remains 
unchanged. 

Desired clarification was provided Ms. Marilyn Rufner, 
4216 West 179th Street. 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved. to concur with the 
recommendation of the. City Manager and City Attorney_ to award 
the subject contract to Com System. The motion was seconded 
by Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable (Councilmen Applegate, Brown absent). 

Financing aspects were reviewed by the Council; it being 
understood that Finance Director Dundore would return with a 
report regarding same. (It was noted by Assistant City Manager 
Jackson that there is a typographical error on page 8,,paragraph 
2 of Staff material - line 8 should state $117,000 instead of 
$170,000.) 

It was affirmed by the Council that the above action 
incorporated the commitment by the Nippon Electric Company. 

lOf. CONSTRUCTION OF BIKE PATH FROM LOMITA BOULEVARD TO 
229TH PLACE AND 229th PLACE TO MADRONA AVENUE 

(B81-62) - AWARD OF CONTRACT. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY MANAGER: 
That your Honorable ~Body not proceed with the item as 
recommended at this time, reject all bids and refer 
the item back to Staff. 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to concur with the above 
stated recommendation of the City Manager. His motion was 
seconded by Councilman Rossberg, and carried, with roll call 
vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: 
ABDSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: 

6. 

Rossberg, Walker, Wilson; 
Mayor Armstrong. 

-Geissert. 
Applegate, Brown. 

City Council 
October 27, 1981 
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11. PGnI€E-ANB-FIRE-MA~~ERS: 

lla. COMMUNICATION STUDY REPORT re: Radio Communication 
Equipment. 

RECOMMENDATION OF POLICE DEPARTMENT/PURCHASING: 
That the City Council authorize the following: 

1. Accept the study from TeleComm, Inc. 
2. Authorize Staff to seek formal proposals and 

return to Council with evaluations, recom
mendations and sources of funding for: 

Police computer applications. 
Closed Circuit TV systems. 

3. Authorize the purchase of the required 
Motorola radio communications equipment 
utilizing our "Cooperative Purchase Program" 
with Los Angeles County and their contract 
for Motorola radio equipment in the amount of: 

a. Police Department - $150,736.24 (including 
tax) utilizing existing new Police Facility 
appropriations. 

' 

b. Fire Department - $40,111.46 (including tax) 
with appropriation as recommended by the 
Finance Director. 

FINANCE NOTE/RECOMMENDATION: 
1. Funding for the Police radio equipment, $150,737, 

is available from existing appropriations. 
2. Funding for the Fire radio equipment, $40,112, is 

recommended as an appropriation from the General 
Fund Reserve for Capital Improvements (leaving a 
current balance of $675,962}. 

3. An additional appropriation will be necessary for 
the Fire radio equipment when installation costs are 
known. 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to concur with the above 
stated Staff recommendations and to appropriate the necessary 
funds. The motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable (Absent: Councilmen 
Applegate, Brown). 

************* 

The hour being 8:15 P.M., the Council convened in Joint 
Session with the Redevelopment Agency to consider: 

7. City Council 
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12. PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 

12a. JOINT MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL AND THE REVELOPMENT 
AGENCY to consider a re·quest for allocation from the 
City General Fund to the Redevelopment Agency for 
Improvement of City-owned Parking Lot at El Prado 
and Cabrillo Avenues in the Downtown Redevelopment 
area. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-236 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, APPROPRIATING 
THE SUM OF FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS TO THE 
REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
TO FUND IMPROVEMENTS OF A CITY-OWNED PARKING 
LOT AT EL PRADO AVENUE AND CABRILLO AVENUE IN 
THE DOWNTOWN REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA 

Councilman Walker moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
81-236. His motion was seconded by Councilman Rossberg, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable (Absent: Councilmen Applegate, 
Brown). 

RESOLUTION NO. RA 81-15 

A RESOLUTION OF THE REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE,· CALIFORNIA, 
APPROPRIATING FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS TO 
FACILITATE IMPROVEMENT OF A CITY-OWNED 

PARKING LOT ~TEL PRADO AVENUE AND 
CABRILLO AVENUE IN THE DOWNTOWN REDEVELOP

MENT PROJECT AREA 

~ ~------ ---

Mrs. Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
RA 81-15. Her motion was seconded by Dr. Wilson, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable (Absent: Members Applegate, 
Brown). 

*********** 

8. City . Council 
October 27; 1981 
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* * * * * * * * * 

The Redevelopment Agency adjourned at 8:28 P.M. -- a 
IO-minute recess followed. 

* * * * * * * 

15. HEARINGS: 

15a. CUP 76-100 (Modification) LAMPPOST PIZZA (Gary Mizell): 
Appeal of Planning Commission denial of a requested 
modification of a Conditional Use Permit to allow the 
expansion of an existing restaurant in the C-5 zone 
at 2955 Rolling Hills Road. THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
RECOMMENDS DENIAL AND THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDS 
APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS. 

An Affidavit of Publication was presented by City Clerk 
Nelson, and it was ordered filed, there being no objection. 

Mayor Armstrong announced that this was the time and place 
for the subject public hearing, and, following Staff presentation 
by Planning Associate Woodward, ,invited comments from the audience. 

The proponent, Mr. Gary Mizell,4451 Pacific Coast Highway, 
urged approval of the requested modification; "we are doing 
everything we can to please the homeowners." 

Mr. Steve Mizell, 27747 Hawthorne Boulvard, pointed out 
tax and charity contributions of this business, and stated that 
the homeowners demonstrated a lack of foresight in buying a 
house near a shopping center area and "then put the blame on us.w 
Mayor Armstrong indicated his displeasure with the attitude 
expressed by Mr. Mizell -- co~curred in by the Council. 

Speaking in opposition to the Modification were: 
Mr. Hetrick, 2928 Oakwood Lane; Mr. Ronald Goldman, 3004 
Oakwood Lane; and Ms. Marguerite Works, 2938 Oakwood Lane. 

In support of the request, and commending the Mizell 
operation, was Mr. Edward Salazar. 26104 Delos Drive. 

There being no one else present who wished to be heard, 
Councilman Walker moved that the hearing be closed. His motion 
w~s seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable (Councilmen Applegate, Brown absent). 

Following Council discussion, a series of motions 
evolved: 

9. City Council 
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MOTION: Councilwoman Geissert moved that the appeal 
be denied and that the Council concur with the Planning 
Corrunission. THE MOTION DIED FOR LACK OF A SECOND. 

MOTION~ Councilman Walker moved to grant the appeal, 
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and approve CUP 76-100 (Modification),subject to Staff conditions 
#1 through #6, Planning Corrunission recorrunendations #7 and #8, 
and with the added condition that that there be only one small 
beer sign - - further, that condition #5 be revised to state: 
"That this Conditional Use Permit shall be reviewed by the 
City Council in one year. 

The motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson; roll call 
vote was as follows: 

AYES: 
NOES: 

ABSENT: 

COUNCILMEMBERS : 
COUNCILMEMBERS: 
COUNCILMEMBERS: 

Rossberg, Walker, Wilson. 
Geissert; Mayor Armstrong. 
Applegate, Brown. 

City Attorney Remelmeyer noted that four votes are nec
sary for adoption of a resolution; the above motion, therefore, 
FAILED. 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved that the matter of 
bringing the shopping center up to Code be referred to the 
City Manager (per corrununication, of record). The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Wilson. There were no objections, and 
it was so ordered. 

MOTION: Councilman Rossberg .rnoved that CUP 76-100 
(Modification) be brought back to the Council on November 3rd 

when a full Council will be present. The motion was seconded 
by Councilman Walker; there were no objections, and it was so 
ordered. · 

15b. GPA 80-3, PONDEROSA HOMES. Request for approval of a 
General Plan Amendment from Public Use to Low Density 
Residential to allow the construction of 40 single
family residences in the Hillside Overlay District at 
25600 Crenshaw Boulevard (formerly Hillside School 
site). THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND PLANNING DEPART
MENT RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF THE GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT. 

An Affidavit of Publication was presented by City Clerk 
Nelson, and it was ordered filed, there being no objections. 

Mayor Armstrong announced that this was the time and 
place for the subject public hearing, ·and inquired if anyone 
wished to be heard. There was no response. 

10. City Council 
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Councilwoman Geissert moved that the heari~g be closed. 

Her motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson,and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable (Councilmen Applegate, Brown 
absent). 

MOTION: Councilwoman Geissert moved to concur with 
the recommendation of the Planning Commission and Planning 
Department for approval of GPA 80-3. Her motion was seconded 
by Councilman Walker, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable (Councilmen Applegate, Brown absent). 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-237 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING 
THE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE GENERAL PLAN 
ADOPTED AUGUST 29, 1974 BY RESOLUTION NO. 
74-194, TO REVISE THE DESIGNATION OF 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 25600 CRENSHAW BOULEVARD 
(HILLSIDE SCHOOL SITE) FROM PUBLIC USE TO 

LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL IN THE HILLSIDE 
OVERLAY DISTRICT 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 81-237. Her motion, seconded by Councilman 
Wilson, was unanimously approved by roll call vote (Absent: 
Councilmen Applegate, Brown). 

15c. zc 80-14, LENORE c .. TAYLOR (Edison Company right-of
way): Request for approval of a Change of Zone 
from R-2 to A-1 on the Edison Company right-of-way 
located immediately to the north of 17625 Crenshaw 
Boulevard. THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDS THE 
SUBJECT PROPERTY BE REZONED TO A-1. 

An Affidavit of Publication was presented by City , 
Clerk Nelson, and it was ordered filed, there being no 
objection. 

Mayor Armstrong announced that this was the time and 
place for the subject public hearing,· and inquired if anyone 
wished to be heard. There was no response. 

Councilwoman Geissert moved that ~he hearing be 
closed. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Rossberg, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Absent: 
Councilmen Applegate, Brown). 

11. City Council 
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ORDINANCE No.· 3026 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING 
DIVISION 9 OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL 
CODE TO RECLASSIFY THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY 
WHICH IS LOCATED IMMEDIATELY TO THE NORTH 
OF 17625 CRENSHAW BOULEVARD FROM R-2 TO 
A-1 AND DESCRIBED IN ZONE CHANGE CASE 

80-14 - LENORE C. TAYLOR 

Councilman Wilson moved for the approval of Ordinance 
No. 3026 at its first reading., His motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Geissert; roll call vote was unanimously favor
able (Councilmen Applegate, Brown absent). 

17. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

17a. RESOLUTION re: Lease Renewal Agreement on the Airport 
Control Tower - Lease Number DTFA08-81L-10080. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-238 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING 
THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND 
ATTEST TO THE TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, AIRPORT 
TRAFFIC CONTROL TOWER LEASE NO. DTFA08-81L-
10080 AND AN AGREEMENT TO OPERATE THE 
CONTROL TOWER BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
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Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 81-238. Her motion. was·seconded by Councilman Walker; roll 
call vote was unanimously.favorable (Absent: Councilmen Applegate, 
Brown). 

17b. RESOLUTION re: Encroachment Agreement on Torrance 
Beach, Peggy and Karl Doll. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-239 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE APPROVING AN ENCROACHMENT 
AGREEMENT FOR KARL AND PEGGY DOLL, 425 
PASEO DE LA PLAYA, FOR CONSTRUCTION OF A 
FENCE BETWEEN THE BEACH AND THEIR PROPERTY 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
81-239. His motion was seconded by Councilman Walker; roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable (Councilmen Applegate, Brown 
absent) . 

12. City Council 
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Councilman Rossberg requested that City Attorney 

_Remelmeyer take the necessary steps to return the small 
_triangle of land to the Dolls. The Council concurred in 
this direction. 

20. 

20a. 

20b. 

20c. 

CONSENT CALENDAR: 

PARCEL MAP NO. 14113 (081-1) 
Owner: James S. Yoon 
Engineer: Jesse Negrete 
Location: 2066 Carson Street 
No. of Lots: 1 (1-Unit Condo) 

RECOMMENDATION OF STAFF: 
That the City Council approve Parcel Map No. 14113 
and accept the three foot right-of-way dedication 
thereon. 

RENEWAL OF CONTRACT - Furnishing Crushed Rock, 
Aggregate Base and Plaster Sand 
Ref. Bid #BB0-70 Expenditure: $76,640.00 

RECOMMENDATION OF STAFF:, 
That Council authorize exercising the renewal option 
provision of the contract and approve of renewal of 
the contract with Conrock Company of Los Angeles 
for another year, incoporating the P.U.C. mandatory 
haul rate charge. The value of the contract is 
anticipated to be $76,640.00, based on usage. 

AWARD OF CONTRACT - Purchase of Budgeted Replacement 
Motorola Mobile Radios on "Cooperative Purchase 
Contract" with Los Angeles County. 

ASSIGNMENT: A. P.OLICE 25 

B. CITY DEPT. 
C. TRANS/COMM. 

Expenditure: $86,225.17 
Funding: 1981/82 City Budget. 

RECOMMENDATION OF STAFF: 

15 
2 

12 
2 

PORTABLE RADIOS 
MOBILE 
MOTORCYCLE 
MOBILE RADIOS 
MOBILE RADIOS 

That Council authorize the purchase of these required 
budgeted replacement radios from the Motorola Communica
tions and Electronics Company utilizing the "Cooperative 
Purchase Program" with Los Angeles County for the total 
amount of $86,225.17, including tax. 

13. City Council 
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20d. AWARD OF CONTRACT - For Furnishing_l982 Library 
Periodical Magazine Subscriptions for the Torrance 
Public Library System. Ref. Bid No. B81-73. 
Expenditures for 982 Bid Subscriptions - $21,548.95 

RECOMMENDATION OF STAFF: 
That Council award a contract to the Magazine Supply 
House, Inc. of Worcester, Mass. for the required 
subscriptions in the total amount of $21,548.95. 
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MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to concur with Staff 
recommendations on agenda items 20a, 20b, 20c and 20d. His 
motion was seconded-by Councilman Walker,,and.roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable (Councilmen Applegate, Brown absent). 

22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

22a. Councilwoman Geissert noted Cable TV presentation 
scheduled for October 28th at the Holiday Inn, and sug
gested that Staff arrange like presentations at a City 
facility for all interested parties. 

22b. Councilman Rossberg requested Staff review re: 
available plans and procedures related to earthquakes, 
followed by appropriate publicity in the Recreation 
Reporter, billings, etc. 

22c. Councilman Walker commended Director of Transportation 
Horkay for the fast, efficient handling of the traffic problem 
at Van Ness and Artesia, based on his request of last week. 

22d. The presentation by City Attorney Remelmeyer re: Cable 
TV at the recent League conference was praised by Councilman 
Wilson. 

22e. Councilman Wilson inquired as to the status of the 
search for an available site for the Mounted Posse -- a 
report will be forthcoming from the Park and Recreation 
Director. 

22f. Mayor Armstrong requested s·taff investigation regarding 
signs of all types now appearing on utility poles and public 
property, as well as the need to remind School Board candidates 
regarding removal of their political signs after the election. 

22g. Mayor Armstrong offered the following prepared 
statement: 
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"Historically, I think the physical growth and develop

ment of a city -- questions of the nature ·and character of 
land use have ~een at the core of questions about quality of 
life in a city -- what it is -- and what it will become. 

"I think when we have a clear view of a community
supported General Plan and direction we are on firmer ground 
than when not. Today with more than 95% of our land developed 
and the remaining open land and property well suited for 
recycling and renewal being carefully scrutinized, I think 
questions are to come before us which will have great impact 
on the future of our city. 

"Sometimes it must· seem that we regard such issues as 
some sort of jigsaw puzzle question -- each one a unique shape 
and size and form locking ultimately into a larger picture and 
becoming part of the whole. 

"Moreover, it is in the nature of the system that we 
at the Council level are among the last to review and render 
the ultimate decision. While I would not change that, I do 
think there is a danger in early public announcement of major 
developments in that they can become self-fulfilling prophecies 
or become locked in place too long before we review and can 
give direction. The accompanying dangeris that we can too 
easily become reactors instead of initiators -- or even followers 
rather than leaders. 

"For example, consider the recent flurry of news stories 
about development proposals on the White Front property and 
The Treasury. Suppose these proponents key their program, 
win or lose, stand or fall, on 20-plus story high rise 
structures. Speaking just philosophically for now, I think 
such densities might be accompanied by dangers of suffocation. 

"We have never been a rno growth city.' I, for one, 
believe continuing growth. subject to manageable, reasonable 
restraints is essential for Torrance. I think rampant un
checked growth would lead to disaster. 

"I think we should ask the Planning D~partment and 
Commission to set to workshop agendas at the earliest possible 
time a review of this issue. Where are we going? What do we 
see? What do we want for Torrance in 2081? What does our 
General Plan say? . And what should it be saying about such 
things as density of population, density of the land use, high 
rise limits? Land coverage? Why isn't a Union Bank, Holiday 
Inn, Golden West height sufficient? How much more can we 
expand our basic infrastructure? What limits? What is our 
suffocation point? 
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"Perhaps the greater issues of the Santa Fe Project 
are not Marsh-related open space issues at all. Perhaps 
they are truly issues of density. 

"Perhaps a simple request to expedite studies and 
reconunendations, to update our General Plan, would have been 
sufficient. In any case, I would ask for Council concurrence 
in this request." 

* * * * * * 
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Councilman Walker acknowledged the importance of some 
of the foregoing remarks by the Mayor -- however, he expressed 
concern regarding the possibility that such studies could have 
a serious impact on some things that are currently going 
forward; such projects should be judged on their own merit. 
Mr. Walker further stated he would have difficulty concurring 
with the request. 

Concurrence with Mayor Armstrong's comments was 
indicated by Councilwoman Geissert, with specific note of 
her concerns pertaining to the tightness of conunercial 
zones -- does the Council have control over heights, 
for instance. It was the added request of Mrs. Geissert 
that commercial zones be looked at from the point of view 
of relating density to surface coverage. There is a need 
to set some limits, per Mrs. Geissert -- perhaps there 
should be a height moratorium, and time is of the essence. 
Also noted by Councilwoman Geissert was the need to expedite 
the street system study now underway. 

Councilman Rossberg was also generally in agreement 
with the Mayor's statement; he would prefer that there first 
be Council input to Staff.via Council Committee review. 

Councilman Wilson-was in concurrence with the Mayor's 
general concept; the desired information is very necessary, 
in his opinion. 

Review by the Conununity Planning and Transportation 
Committees; · in addition to the Planning Department and 
Planning Conunission, was agreeable with Mayor Armstrong -
such coordination was referred to Acting _Planning Director 
Ferren. Councilman Rossberg MOVED to proceed along these 
lines. The motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson. There 
were no objections, and it was so orderedr with note of the 
above remarks by Councilman Walker. 

* * * * * * 
The meeting was regularly adjourned at 10:10 P.M. 

adjournment was in memory of Messrs. Fitzpatrick and Babcock. 

Ava Cripe 
Minute Secretary 

~q(;khUh<L 
..---t I ty Clerk oftfityofTorrance 
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