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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

September 22, 1981 

The Torrance City Council convened in a Regular Meeting 
on Tuesday, September 22, 1981, at 7:00 P.M. in the Council 
Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2. ROLL CALL: 

Present: Councilmembers Applegate, Rossberg, Walker, 
Wilson and Mayor Armstrong. Councilman Brown arrived at 
7:10 P.M. 

Absent: Councilwoman ~issert. 

Also present: Assistant City Manager Jackson and Staff 
representatives. 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

Mr. Ted Porter led in the salute to the flag. 

4. INVOCATION: 

385 

Reverend C.E. Magnuson, Del Amo Christian Church, provided 
the invocation. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Councilman Applegate moved for the approval of the minutes 
of September 1, 1981 and September 8, 1981, as recorded. His 
motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote 
was unan~mously favorable (Councilman Brown had not yet arrived 
at the meeting; Councilwoman Geissert absent). 

1. City Council 
September 22, 1981 



386 
6. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Applegate moved that after the City Clerk has 
assigned a number and read title to any resolution or ordinance 
on tonight's agenda, the further reading thereof be waived, 
reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmernber the right to 
demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in 
regular order. The motion was seconded by Councilman Rossberg, 
and roll call vote was unanlmously · favorable (Councilman Brown 
had not yet arrived at the meeting; Councilwoman Geissert absent). 

7. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

8. 

Ba. 

None scheduled. 

COMMUNITY MATTERS: 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW "MISS TORRANCE" AND PRINCESSES. 

Mayor Armstrong introduced, and warmly welcomed, "Miss 
Torrance for 1981-82," Elisabeth'May Moretti and her two 
Princesses - Cheryl Gros and Janetta Prestininzi. 

9. 

9a. 

LIBRARY/PARK AND RECREATION MATTERS: 

RESOLUTION re: Renewal of Southern California Edison 
Company License Agreement - Post Substation Site, 
235th and Elm Streets. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-210 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR 
AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST THAT 
CERTAIN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY AND SOUTHE_RN 
CALIFORNIA EDISON COMPANY FOR THE USE OF THE 
POST SUBSTATION SITE FOR RECREATION PURPOSES 

(235th and Elm Streets) 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
81-210. His motion was seconded by Councilman Applegate, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Brown not yet at 
meeting; Councilwoman Geissert absent). 

9b. APPOINTMENT OF THREE SENIOR CITIZEN COUNCIL MEMBERS. 

RECOMMENDATION OF PARK AND RECREATION STAFF: 
That your Honorable Body confirm the appointments of 
Pearl Kelley, Urse! Nolte and Lester Williams to the 
Senior Citizen Council. 
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MOTION: Councilman Rossberg moved to concur with the above 

stated recommendation of Park and Recreation Staff. His motion, 
seconded by Councilman Wilson, was unanimously approved by roll 
call vote (Councilman Brown had not yet arrived at the meeting; 
Councilwoman Geissert absent). 

9c. HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBILITY - Torrance and El Nido Parks. 

RECOMMENDATION OF PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION: 
That City Council approve the request for handicapped 
accessibility projects at Torrance and El Nido Parks 
and appropriate funds in an amount not to exceed 
$20,000. 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE PARK AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT: 
If your Honorable Body concurs in this project, it is 
recommended that $20,000 be appropriated from the General 
Fund Re~erve for Capital Improvements for the subject 
rehabilitation work at Torrance and El Nido Parks. 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to concur with the above 
stated recommendations. His motion was. seconded by Councilman 
Applegate, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable 
(Councilwoman Geissert absent). 

9d. RESOLUTION re: Agreement of Indemnity with Graner and 
Graner for insurance coverage for fences around pumping 
units as part of the oil well construction on Sur La 
Brea Park. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ATTORNEY: 
1. That the subject indemnity agreement be approved and 

that the Mayor and City Clerk be directed to execute 
it on behalf of the City. There is a resolution for 
this purpose. 

2. That the City Manager be directed to instruct the 
insurance broker to add the Graners as an additional 
insured for purposes of the new insurance coverage 
presently being negotiated for the City. 

3. That the City Manager be directed to solicit bids 
for the construction of the oil well enclosures for 
the three wells on Sur La Brea Park, in accordance 
with the compromise solution herein approved. There 
is money in the Sur La Brea Park construction fund 
for that construction, which is estimated to be 
approximat~ly $6500.00. 

Councilman Rossberg recommended that a procedure be 
established which would insure timely notification to th~ City 
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re: renewal notices and renewal status, etc., in order that' 
there will be absolutely no question that the City is covered. 

MOTION: Councilman Rossberg moved to concur with the 
recommendation of the City Attorney, with the incorporation of 
the above stated recommendation. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Walker. There were no objections, and it was so 
ordered (Councilwoman Geissert absent). 

At the request of Maybr Armstrong, City Clerk Nelson 
assigned a number and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-211 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN 
AGREEMENT OF INDEMNITY WITH THE GRANERS FOR 

SUR LA BREA PARK 

Councilman Applegate moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 81-211. His motion was seconded by Councilman Rossberg; 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilwoman Geissert 
absent). 

10. TRANSPORTATION/PUBLIC WORKS MATTERS: 

10a. RESOLUTION re: Grant Agreement for the Widening of the 
Fairchild Apron on the Airport. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-212 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, AUTHORIZING THE 
EXECUTION OF THAT CERTAIN CALIFORNIA AID TO 
AIRPORT'S PRO~RAM GRANT AGREEMENT DATED 
SEPTEMBER 8, 1981 BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

AND THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
81-212. His motion, seconded by Councilman Rossberg, was unani
mously approved by roll call vote (Councilwoman Geissert absent). 

10b. AWARD OF CONTRACT - Improvement of the Southwest Quadrant 
of the Torrance Municipal Airport. 

RECOMMENDATION OF ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT/DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION: That the bids for ~mprovement of the 
southwest quadrant of the Torrance Municipal Airport be 
awarded to McGrew Construction Company, Inc., for 
$1,007,304.07, and that all other bids be rejected. 
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MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to concur with the above 

stated Staff recommendation. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Rossberg, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable (Councilwoman Geissert absent). 

10c. CONSTRUCTION OF WATER MAIN ALONG PROPOSED CIVIC CENTER 
DRIVE NORTH. 

RECOMMENDATION OF.WATER DEPARTMENT: 
1. That the proposed 12-inch water main along Civic Center 

Drive North from Maple Avenue to Madrona Avenue - a 
total length of 1,535 lineal feet~ be funded through 
the provision of the Water Main Extension Revolving 
Fund, per Section 76.2.19 of the Torrance Municipal 
Code, and 

2. The amount of $76,000 for this purpose be allocated from 
the Water Revenue Fund to the Water Main Extension 
Revolving Fund. 

FINANCE NOTE: 
The Civic Center Authority will be charged for the share 
of this project to serve the new Police Facility 
(estimated at $9,747.50). Reimbursement to the Water 
Revenue Fund for the other City-owned properties will 
be addressed when service connections are required. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with Staff 
reconunendations. His motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson; 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilwoman Geissert 
absent}. 

11. POLICE AND FIRE MATTERS: 

lla. APPROPRIATION TO PURCHASE FIRE EXTINGUISHING FOAM 
CONCENTRATE . 

RECOMMENDATION OF FIRE DEPARTMENT: 
That your Honorable Body appropriate $5,150 from the 
General Fund Reserve towards the purchase of A.T.C. 
fire ext_inguishing foam from the F .M. Chemical Company. 

FINANCE NOTE: 
If approved, the $5,150 appropriation should be from 
the General Fund Reserve for Contingencies. 

MOTION: Councilman Rossberg moved to concur with the above 
stated Staff reconunendations. His motion was seconded by Council
man Walker, and roll call vote was ·unanimously favorable (Absent: 
Councilwoman Geissert). 
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12. PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 

12a. CUP 81-32, South Bay Christian Center. Resubmitted 
Resolution approving a Conditional Use Permit to allow 
the operation of a religious center in the M-2 zone at 
25310 Garnier Street. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-213 

A RESOLUTIO~ OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING A CONDITIONAL 
USE PERMIT TO ALLOW THE OPERATION OF A RELIGIOUS 
CENTER IN THE M-2 ZONE AT 25310 GARNIER STREET 

CUP 81-32 - South Bay Christian Center 

Councilman Walker moved for the adoption · of Resolution No. 
81-213. His motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and 
carried, with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Rossberg, Walker, Wilson; 
Mayor Armstrong. 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate, Brown (for reasons 
of record) 

ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS :, Geissert. 

It was noted by Mayor Armstrong that he had voted "no" 
· originally in this matter, and his feelings are still the same 
-- since approval has already been expressed as the will of the 
majority, his "yes" vote is a procedural one in order that the 
project may go forward. 

12b. FINANCIAL ANALYSES OF AFFORDABLE ELDERLY HOUSING DEVELOP
MENT AT CRAVENS-EL PRADO and 226TH AND OCEAN AVENUE SITES. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY MANAGER: 
That the Levander Company, Inc. be retained to perform 
financial analyses of the development of affordable 
senior citizen housing at the Cravens-El Prado and 
226th Street and Ocean Avenue sites. 

Councilman Rossberg recommended that the analyses be 
expanded to include '. a survey of churches or like interested 
groups in the area known to be intereste'd in housing. Also 
noted bv-Mr. Rossberg was the fact that he does not favor 
tax increments for·subsidized rents. 

Added by Councilman Brown was the suggestion that in 
addition to churches, etc., consideration might be given some 
kind of a non-profit foundation, along with any other viable 
alternatives. 
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MOTION: Councilman Rossberg moved to concur with . the 

above stated recommendation of the City Manager, incorporating 
the above mentioned points. The motion was seconded by Council
man Brown. 

Prior to roll call vote, Mayor Armstrong invited comments 
from the audience. 

Mr. Lawrence Gitschier, 1303 Acacia Avenue,recommended 
consideration of developer Goldrich and Kress (?) who have 
built many senior citizen projects in this ar~a -- considera-
tion should also be given to three-story buildings with recreation 
rooms that may assist Bartlett Center seniors. 

Ms. Olga Thorington, 1504 Madrid, pointed out the critical 
need for housing for Torrance's handicapped citizens. 

Roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilwoman 
Geissert absent). 

13. 
13a. 

ENVIRONMENTAL/BUILDING AND SAFETY MATTERS: 
DONATION OF LA CASITA BUILDING. 
RECOMMENDATION OF PARK AND RECREATION DIRECTOR/BUILDING 
AND SAFETY DIRECTOR: That the City accept the La Casita 
building from The Torrance Company, have it moved to 
Sur La Brea Park, repair and upgrade, and appropriate 
$20,000 from the General Fund for the above mentioned 
work. 

Park and Recreation Director Barnett noted the approval 
of the Park and Recreation Commission re: acceptance of the 
La Casita building, recommending that Staff determine the 
appropriate location. 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to concur with the above 
stated Staff recommendation. His motion was seconded by Council
man Rossberg. 

Councilman Applegate pointed out that City acceptance of 
the building saves The Torrance Company the cost of moving same 
and will receive a tax advantage for such a donation -- further, 
there are concerns regarding the staffing and maintaining a 
building at Sur La Brea Park. · 

Council discussion was directed to the pros and cons of 
the proposed arrangement; desired clarification was provided by 
Park and Recreation Director Barnett and Building and Safety 
Director McKinnon. 
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Mrs. Dee Hardison, 2024 West 236th Street, representing 

SETHA, reviewed the long-standing needs at Sur La Brea Park 
residents welcome the opportunity to acquire this building. 

Councilman Wilson's motion to concur with Staff 
recommendation carried, with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: 

NOES: 
ABSENT: 

COUNCILMEMBERS: 

COUNCILMEMBERS: 
COUNCILMEMBERS: 

Rossberg, Walker, Wilson; 
Mayor Armstrong. 

Applegate, Brown. 
Geissert. 

13b. EDISON RIGHT-OF-WAY MAINTENANCE AND LITTER PROBLEMS. 

Staff presentation was provided by Building and Safety 
Director McKinnon 

Following discussion, formal Council action was taken: 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to concur with Option 1: 
Continue with the present practice of having the Environmental 
Staff work with owners of agricultural use property to eliminate 
neighborhood complaints. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Rossberg, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Absent: 
Councilwoman Geissert). 

Ms. Judy Reichert, 19125 Firmona, advised that she is 
having problems with an adjacent nursery in the Edison right
of-way as regards the sprinkler system and the damage done to 
her home. Staff will investigate this situation. 

13c. ENERGY RETROFIT CITY HALL AND MAIN LIBRARY. 

RECOMMENDATION OF BUILDING AND SAFETY DIRECTOR: 
That the City of Torrance proceed to bid for the air 
conditioning and heating modifications to the City Hall 
and Main Library, and appropriate an additional $70,000 
for the work. 

FINANCE NOTE: 
If approved, the $70,000 appropriation should be from 
the General Fund Reserve for Contingencies. 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to concur with the above 
stated Staff recommendations. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Applegate, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Absent: 
Councilwoman Geissert). 
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14. PERSONNEL MATTERS : 

14a. Pay Ranges and Vacation Accrual Rates for Externally 
.Funded Employees. 

Withdrawn. 

14b. PLANNING DIRECTOR EXAMINATION. 

See below. 
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14c. RESOLUTION re: Supplemental MOU for employees represented 
by TME, Local 1117, AFSCME. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-214 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE SETTING FORTH CERTAIN CHANGES 
REGARDING WAGES, HOURS AND WORKING CONDITIONS 
FOR EMPLOYEES REPRESENTED BY THE TORRANCE 
MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES, LOCAL 1117, AFSCME (TME) 

AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 81-147 

Councilman Wilson moved' for the adoption of Resolution No. 
81-214. His motion was seconded by Councilman Applegate; roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilwoman Geissert 
absent). 

* * * * * * * * 
The hour being 8:30 P.M., a 10-rninute recess was ordered 

by Mayor Armstrong. 

" ******** 
On resumption of the meeting, the Council returned to: 

14b. PLANNING DIRECTOR EXAMINATION: 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to hold Item 14b until 
the return of Councilwoman Geissert (one week). The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was unani
mously favorable (Councilwoman Geissert absent). 

* * * * * * * * 

9. City Council 
September 22, 1981 



394 
15. HEARINGS: 

15a. REQUIRED PUBLIC HEARING TO SOLICIT CITIZEN COMMENTS 
on the city's progress and performance relative to 
Community Development Block Grant Activities 
reported in the annual Grantee Performance Report. 

' 
An Affidavit of Publication was presented by City Clerk 

Nelson, and it was ordered ·.-filed, there beihg no objection. 

Mayor Armstrong announced that this was the time and 
place for the subject public hearing, and following Staff 
presentations, inquired if anyone wished to be heard. There 
was no response. 

Mayor Armstrong inquired of the City Attorney if he had 
any intention of either bringing suit against the Federal 
government, or drawing an appeal to the Secretary, for the 
restoration of the funds taken from the City -- City Attorney 
Remelmeyer responded that he would continue his review of this 
matter and report back on same. 

It was the recommendation of Councilman Rossberg that 
the City Attorney follow through, as above recommended, but 
perhaps prior to that that the City's performance report, 
along with an appropriate letter from the Mayor, go forward 
to concerned legislators and other individuals in the current 
administration, with note of the monies given up by the City. 

There being no further comments, Councilman Rossberg moved 
that the hearing be closed. His motion was seconded by Council
man Brown, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

MOTION: Councilman Brown. moved to concur with the recom
mendation of Staff: 

That City Council solicit citizen comments on the City's 
performance relative to Community Development Block Grant pro
jects and activities, and that such comments be incorporated in 
the Grantee Performance Report for submittal to HUD by September 30, 
1981. 

It is also recommended Staff be directed to continue 
monitoring statutory and regulatory changes in the Block Grant 
program and report regularly to Council on their significance to 
the City. 

The motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable. 

* * * * * 
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17. . "ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

17a. RESOLUTION re: Amendment to Agreement for Professional 
Services - Harrington, Foxx, Dubrow & Canter. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-215 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE 
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MAYOR AND THE CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST 
AN AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT FOR PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES BETWEEN THE CITY AND HARRINGTON, FOXX, 
DUBROW & CANTER FOR THE LATTER TO PERFORM LEGAL 
SERVICES FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE LITIGATION 
ENTITLED HALE. CHESTER, ET AL VS. CITY OF 
TORRANCE, ET AL, LOS ANGELES SUPERIOR COURT 

CASE NO. SWC 53477 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
81-215. His motion was seconded by Councilman Brown, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilwoman Geissert absent). 

17b. ORDINANCE NO. 3025 - Conduct in Public Park Ordinance -
Re submittal. 

ORDINANCE NO. 3025 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE ADDING CHAPTER 9 TO DIVISION 4 
OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE REGULATING 
CONDUCT IN PUBLIC PARKS AND OTHER PUBLIC 
RECREATIONAL AREAS AND REQUIRING A PERMIT FOR 

THE EXCLUSIVE USE OF PARKS 

Councilman Walker moved for the approval of Ordinance No. 
3025 at its first reading. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Wilson, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Absent: 
Councilwoman Geissert). 

20. CONSENT CALENDAR: 

20a. AWARD OF CONTRACT - To Furnish Annual Requirements of a 
Variety of Dry Cell Batteries - Ref. Bid #B81-60 
Anticipated Expendiure: $5,518.91 

RECOMMENDATION OF PURCHASING SUPERVISOR/BUYER: 
That your Honorable Body authorize the award of a contract 
to the low bidder, Crown Wholesale Electric of Los Angeles·, 

- in the total amount of $5518.91, including tax, for 
furnishing the City's annual requirements. 
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20b. AWARD OF CONT·RACT - To Furnish Recreation Department 

Program Trophies - Ref. Bid #B81-58 
Est. Expenditure: $16,822.20 

RECOMMENDATION OF PURCHASING SUPERVISOR/BUYER: 
That Council award the contract for the furnishing of 
these trophies to them, in the total amount of $16,822.20, 
including tax. 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to concur with Staff 
recommendations on agenda items 20a and 20b. His motion was 
seconded by Councilman Applegate, and roll call vote was unani
mously favorable (Councilwoman Geissert absent). 

* * * * * * * * 

The hour being 9:15 P.M. the Council recessed and 
reconvened as the Redevelopment Agency, returning to its 
agenda at 9:17 P.M. 

* * * * * * * * 

22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

22a. Councilman Applegate noted reports re: a slow-down in the 
"Dial-A-Lift" service -- Director of Transportation Horkay will 
check into this matter. 

22b. Councilman Applegate noted the Annual Report of the Civil 
Service Commission, and expressed appreciation to the Commission 
and to Staff for their hard work during the past year. 

22c. Councilman Brown requested Staff review regarding the 
Local Coastal Bill and possible impacts thereof. 

22d. Councilman Rossberg requested appropriate recognition for 
the Torrance High School essay contest winner. 

22e. Staff input relative to Civic Center courthouse improve
ments, beach protection, and the Western Avenue median was 
requested by Mayor Armstrong. 

22f. Mayor Armstrong noted the communication from Dominguez 
Properties stating that they are withdrawing the proposed oil 
well project on Henrietta sump. The Mayor directed that the 
concerned homeowners be notified. 

22g. Mr. Bob Fraser, representing Central Torrance Homeowners 
Association, ·reported their support of Cable TV in Torrance; 
as a private citizen, submitted a complaint about the failure 
of Torrance buses to pick him up at designated stops. 
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22h. Reverend George Johnson, Cathedral of Life Church; 
representing the Torrance Ministerial Association, 
introduced the new president, Reverend Ray Lambert of the 
Torrance Christian Church. 

Reverend Johnson then referred to Cable TV and the 
concerns of the Association, per communication of record. 
City Attorney Remelmeyer will review this matter, and will 
be in communication with the Ministerial Board. 

22i. Mr. Lawrence Gitschier suggested that the La Casita 
building be placed at the El Prado/Cravens site -- this 
would be a better place than Sur La Brea Park, in his 
opinion. 

22j. Mr. Ed Greene stated that "adult entertainment movies" 
should not be allowed on Cable TV. 

The meeting was regularly adjourned at 9:40 P.M. 

* * * * * * 
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