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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1 . CALL TO ORDER: 

September 1, 1981 

The Torrance City Council convened in a Regular Meeting 
on Tuesday, September 1, 1981, at 5:30 P.M. in the Council 
Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2 . ROLL CALL: 

Present: Councilmembers Applegate, Brown, Geissert, 
Rossberg, Walker and Mayor Armstrong. 

Absent: Councilman Wilson. 

Also present: City Manager Ferraro and Staff repre
sentatives. 

3 . FLAG SALUTE: 

Mr. McLain led in the salute to the flag. 

4 . INVOCATION: 

The invocation was given by Reverend C.E. Magnuson, Del 
Arno Christian Church. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Councilman Applegate moved to approve the minutes of 
July 28, 1981 and August 4, 1981, as recorded. His motion 
was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable (Councilman Wilson absent). 
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6. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Applegate moved that after the City Clerk 
has assigned a number and read title to any resolution or 
ordinance on tonight's agenda, the further reading thereof 
be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember 
the right to demand the reading of any such resolution or 
ordinance in regular order. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Brown, and roll call vote was unanimously favor
able (Councilman Wilson absent). 

7. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

None scheduled. 

* * * * * 
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Mayor Armstrong regretfully announced the passing of 
long-time Torrance resident, Dr. Gerald Eastham, and requested 
that this meeting be adjourned in his memory. 

* * ** * 

8. COMMUNITY MATTERS: 

Sa. CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION to Calprop Corporation. 

In recognition of and appreciation for their community 
spirit in saving the mosaic tile walkway at Sepulveda School 
and presenting it to the Park and Recreation Department for 
continued enjoyment, Mayor Armstrong presented a Certificate 
of Appreciation to Calprop Corporation, developers of the 
school site. 

Sb. PROCLAMATION - "Union Label Week" - September 7-12, 1981. 

So proclaimed by Mayor Armstrong. 

11. POLICE AND FIRE MATTERS: 

lla. RESOLUTION requesting the State Legislature to oppose 
SB 999. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-195 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE REQUESTING THE STATE LEGISLATURE 

TO OPPOSE SENATE BILL 999 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 81-195. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Brown, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Wilson 
absent). 

2. City Council 
September 1, 1981 



356 
llb. REPLACEMENT OF ENGINE BAY DOORS AT FIRE STATION #1. 

RECOMMENDATION OF FIRE CHIEF: 
Considering the high cost to repair the three doors, 

the age of the equipment, and the potential of 
future mechanical breakdowns, the Fire Department 
recommends that the garage doors and electrical motors 
be replaced immediately. The cost of replacement is 
justified because rapid response by emergency apparatus 
is essential to save life and property. The Council 
should appropriate sufficient funds ($14,000) to 
insure that the rehabilitation project is completed 
thoroughly and without undue delay. 

It was the recommendation of City Attorney Remelmeyer that 
this item be returned to the agenda next week with an appropriate 
resolution to facilitate this purchase. Councilman Brown so 
MOVED;his motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert. There 
were no·objections, and it was so ordered (Councilman Wilson 
absent). 

14. PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

14a. CLASS SPECIFICATION AND EXAMINATION for Planning Director: 

RECO!'-LMENDATION OF STAFF/ CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION: 
Tha t your Honorab le Body concur in the Staff and Civil 
Service Commission recommendations to: 
1. Approve the revised class specification for Planning 

Director. 
2. Order the Planning_ Director examination on an open 

competitive basis. 
3. Authorize the retention of Ralph Andersen and Associates 

to conduct a recruitment and search for 
Planning Di~ector. 

4. Authorize a supplemental appropriation in the amount 
of $9500 to cover the fees and expenses of the 
recruitment and search. 

Council discussion was directed to equitable testing for 
qualified City applicants and the pros and cons of the 
executive search mode of recruitment. 

Formal action taken by the Council is reflected below: 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with Staff 
recommendations #1 and #2, as above stated. His motion was 
seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable (Councilman Wilson absent). 
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MOTION: Councilman Brown moved to refer to the 
City Attorney and other pertinent Staff people the matter 
of further input for the purpose of determining the extent 
to which we can use one or more executive search firms in a 
consulting role that would allow the in-house review 
capacity, with a report back to Council as soon as possible. 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Applegate. 

A SUBSTITUTE MOTION was offered by Councilman 
Rossberg: That we do not use the executive search in this 
particular position. The substitute motion was seconded by 
Councilman Walker, but FAILED TO CARRY, with roll call vote 
as follows: 

AYES: 
NOES: 

ABSENT: 

COUNCILMEMBERS: Rossberg, Walker. 
COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate, Brown, Geissert; 

Mayor Armstrong. 
COUNCILMEMBERS: Wilson. 

Councilman Brown's MAIN MOTION CARRIED, with roll call 
vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: 

Applegate, Brown, Geissert; 
Mayor Armstrong. 

Rossberg, Walker. 
Wilson. 

14b. RESOLUTION amending and supplementing MOU for Safety 
Management Employees. 

Note: Resolution for Torrance Inspection and Enforce
ment Association held for one week. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-196 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
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OF TORRANCE AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 81-155, 
ARTICLE 3 - BENEFITS, SECTION 3.3 SICK LEAVE, 
SUBSECTION f) CONVERSION OF SICK LEAVE INSURANCE 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 81-196. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Applegate, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Wilson 
absent). 
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17. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

17a. FIRST READING ORDINANCE making technical correction 
of a previously submitted ordinance relating to 
Civil Service rules. 
(Second first reading Ordinance 3020.) 

ORDINANCE NO. 3020 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING ARTICLES 1,6,20 
AND 47 OF CHAPTER 4 OF DIVISION 1 OF THE 
TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE, RELATING TO CIVIL 

SERVICE RULES 

Councilman Applegate moved for the approval of Ordinance No. 
3020 at its second first reading. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Brown, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable 
(Council~an Wilson absent). 

17b. REQUEST FROM CITY CLERK for Deletion of Deputy City Clerk 
position from the Budget. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY MANAGER: 
Based upon prior requests and proposals submitted by the 
City Clerk, the City Manager cannot concur in the recom
mendation of the City Clerk and recommends that no 
modification be made to the budget at this time. 

In view of the pending legal opinion, j~ was the opinion 
of Councilman Brown that the appropriate procedure would be to 
MOVE to file the subject request from the City Clerk without 
action, noting that the City Clerk is an elected official and 
can again bring the matter upon once she has the City Attorney's 
opinion. The motion was seconded by Councilman Applegate, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Wilson 
absent). 

City Attorney Remelmeyer, at Councilwoman Geissert's 
question, advised that the opinion would be available in 
approximately three weeks. 

* * * * * * 
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17c. DATA PROCESSING REPORT. 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is the recommendation of the City Manager and the Finance 
Director that Your Honorable Body: 

authorize the purchase of the DEC VAX 11/780 
via CSC; and appropriate $360,000 from the 
General Fund Reserve for Contingency; 

authorize the acquisition of the license 
agreement from Cortex Corporation for 
INFORM; purchase training for City personnel 
which includes manuals, training and 
maintenance and appropriate $33,000 from the 
General Fund Reserve for Contingency; 

direct staff to negotiate with Cortex 
Corporation for an INFORM turnkey 
payroll system; 

direct staff to-renegotiate current 
contract with CSC regarding equipment. 
and personnel modifications; and 

authorize appropriations of $50,000 
from the General Fund Reserve for 
Contingency for program modifications 
and computer billing service with 
Science Dynamics Company. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with the 
above stated recommendati9n· of the City Manager and the Finance 
Director. His motion was seconded by Councilman Brown; roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Wilson absent). 

17d. RESOLUTION for Annual Conference of League of California 
Cities re: International Year of Disabled Persons. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-197 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, ENDORSING THAT THE LEAGUE 
OF CALIFORNIA CITIES JOINS WITH THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA AND THE UNITED NATIONS IN 
OBSERVING 1981 AS THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF 

DISABLED PERSONS 
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Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 

No. 81-197. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Wilson 
absent). 

* * * * * 

The hour being 6:40 P.M. the Council recessed and reconvened 
as the Redevelopment Agency, returning to its agenda at 6:41 P.M. 

* * * * * 

22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

22a. City Manager Ferraro noted the fact that the League of 
California Cities annual conference will encompass Tuesday, 
October 20th, and recommended a "dark night." The Council 
concurred, and it was ·so ordered. 

22b. Councilman Applegate expressed appreciation, concurred in 
by the Council, to Staff for th~ highly successful Council/ 
Commissioner picnic -- it was a thoroughly enjoyable event. 

22c. Councilwoman Geissert noted the recent publicity 
regarding Mr. Ivan Jurco's "artificial fruit tree" and the 
good natured recognition brought to Torrance. Appropriate 
recognition for Mr. Jurco was requested by Mrs. Geissert. 

22d. Councilwoman Geissert indicated her displeasure with the 
fact that prime development, and, specifically, the new shopping 
center are not referring to the fact that they are located in 
the City of Torrance, designa~ing their location as "Del Amo." 

It was the request of·Mrs. Geissert that Staff and the 
Chamber of Commerce in some manner relay this concern to the 
of fenders. 

22e. Councilwoman Geissert noted that Wednesday, September 9th, 
is Admission Day, and, hopefully, the flags will be on display. 
Park and Recreation Director Barnett affirmed that they would be . 

22f. Councilwoman Geissert referred to the Madrona Marsh Report, 
noting that she has put her questions in writing, as it is assumed 
will be done by other members of the Council. 

Mrs. Geissert then MOVED that any questions and the answers 
via Staff response be attached as a part of the Environmental 
Impact Report. The motion was seconded by Councilman Walker. 
There were no objections, and it was so ordered. 
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22g. Councilman Rossberg requested Staff investigation regard
ing the parking problem on Ocean Avenue in connection with 
adjacent restaurants. 

22h. Mayor Armstrong inquired as to the status of the Medians 
and Parkways Report, as well as an ordinance on Conduct at 
Public Parks. Both of these items are scheduled for early 
Council agendas, per Messrs. Jackson and Remelmeyer. 

* * * * * 

At 6:50 P.M. the Council recessed for an Executive Session, 
returning at 7:50 P.M. No action was taken. 

The meeting was regularly adjourned at 7:50 P.M. -
adjournment was in memory of Dr. Gerald Eastham. 

* * * * * 
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