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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

August 18, 1981 

The Torrance City Council convened in a Regular Meeting 
on Tuesday; August 18, 1981, at 5:30 P.M. in the Council 
Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2 . ROLL CALL: 

Present: Councilmembers Applegate, Brown, Geissert, 
Rossberg, Walker, Wilson and Mayor Armstrong. 

Absent: None. 

Also present: City Manager Ferraro and Staff repre­
sentatives. 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

Mrs. Jo-Anne Waller led in the salute to the flag. 

4. INVOCATION: 

Reverend C.J. Bellamy, South Bay Church of God, gave 
the invocation. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Councilman Applegate moved to approve the minutes of 
June 30, 1981 and July 7, 1981, as recorded. His motion was 
seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable. 

6. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Applegate moved that after the City Clerk 
has assigned a number and read title to any resolution or 
ordinance on tonight's agenda, the further reading thereof 
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be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember 
the right to demand the reading of any such resolution or 
ordinance in regular orqe~. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Rossberg, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

7. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

None scheduled. 

* * * * * * 

Mayor Armstrong, with deep regret, announced the deaths 
of Officer James Chamberlain and his wife, Shirley - killed in 
a traffic accident while vacationing in Texas. The Mayor 
requested that the condolences of the Council be conveyed to 
their families, and that this meeting be adjourned in their 
memory. 

* * * * * * 

8 . COMMUNITY MATTERS: 

Ba. DELEGATION FROM KASHIWA , JAPAN. 

Mr. Kenny Uyeda introduced the Kashiwa delegation: 
Assemblymen Naoki Aoyagi, Noboru Kotani, Kozaburo Higurashi, 
Jin Naoi, Hiroju Yasuda, and City Officials Takeshi Kikawa, 
Toshio Sase and Masahito Higurashi. 

Tile plaques, mementos from the City of Torrance, were 
presented by Councilmernbers Rossberg and Geissert and Mayor 
Armstrong. Expressions of welcome and appreciation were 
expressed by the Mayor, on b~half of the Council. 

Bb. RESOLUTION commending Edward Salazar. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-174 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE COMMENDING EDWARD SALAZAR FOR 
HIS EFFORTS RAISING FUNDS FOR THE UNITED 

STATES OLYMPIC COMMITTEE 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 81-174. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

Mr. Edward Salazar was present to report on his rewarding 
experience in this fund-raising endeavor. 
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8c. PRESENTATION OF PLAQUES TO FOREIGN EXCHANGE STUDENTS. 

Mr. Bill Gilchrist, . president, Torrance Rotary Club 
introduced the foreign exchange students from Futtsu-Shi, 
Japan: Ichiro Machizawa, Sayuri Enomoto and Yumiko 
Kobayashi. 

A warm welcome was offered by Mayor Armstrong, on behalf 
of the Council, followed by presentation of plaques to these 
students. 

8d. PROCLAMATION naming August 19, 1981, as "CAROL COOLEY 
DAY" in honor of her work as Executive Director of the 
South Bay Youth Services Center. 

So proclaimed by Mayor Armstrong. 

Ms. Cooley was present to affirm her pleasure at such 
unique recognition. 

8e. PRESENTATION of the "Golden Smokey Award" 

See Page 7. 

9. 

9a. 

LIBRARY/PARK AND RECREATION MATTERS: 

RESOLUTION re: Contract between.the City and the U.S. 
Forest Service for Rose Parade Float. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-175 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE -AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY 
CLERK TO ~XECUTE AND ATTEST THAT CERTAIN 
CONTRACT BETWEEN THE CITY AND THE FOREST 
SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE PROVIDING FOR THE SHARING OF 
COSTS FOR THE FLOAT TO BE ENTERED BY THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE IN THE 1982 TOURNAMENT OF 

ROSES PARADE 
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Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
81-175. His motion was seconded by Councilman Applegate, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 
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9b. RESOLUTION re: Contract between City and C.E. Bent and 

Son, Inc. for the design, construction, entry, display 
and operation of Rose Parade Float. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-176 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY 
CLERK TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST THAT CERTAIN 
CONTRACT BETWEEN THE CITY AND C.E. BENT AND 
SON, INC.,FOR THE DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION, ENTRY, 
DISPLAY AND OPERATION OF A FLOAT IN THE 1982 

PAS ADENA TOURNAMENT OF ROSES PARADE 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
81-176. His motion was seconded by Councilman Applegate; roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

9c. RESOLUTION re: Agreement between the City and the 
Torrance Rose Float Association for furnishing labor 
necessary for Rose Parade Float. 

RESQLUTION NO. 81-177 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY 
CLERK TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST THAT CERTAIN 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY AND THE TORRANCE 
ROSE FLOAT ASSOCIATION FOR FURNISHING LABOR 
NECESSARY FOR THE DECORATING OF A FLOAT IN 
THE 1982 TOURNAMENT OF ROSES PARADE 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 81-177. Her motion, seconded by Councilman Walker, was 
unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

Considered by the Council, out of order, at this time: 

10. TRANSPORTATION/PUBLIC WORKS MATTERS: 

10d. CLEANUP OF DOWNTOWN TORRANCE STREETS AND ALLEYS. 

RECOMMENDATION OF STAFF: 
That the following steps be taken to eliminate the 
litter problem in Downtown Torrance: 

1. Continued attention to enforcement of all ordinances 
by Environmental Division, Fire Department and 
Police Department. 
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2. Adoption of the self-help program for downtown 
businesses. 

3. Adoption of Alternative D, authorizing removal 
of all bins from the public right-of-way. 

4. Authorization to purchase one additional sweeper 
and hire the necessary manpower. 

Staff presentation, and desired clarification, was provided 
by Administrative Specialist Jacqui MacCrossen. 

Following Council discussion, Mayor Armstrong invited comments 
from the audience. 

Speakers were: 

Mr. Neal Campbell, president, Credit Bureau of Torrance: 
Reaffirmed his deep concerns, of record, in this matter, noting 
that the situation has not improved, and that the City has a 
responsibility here too. The complaints of Downtown business­
men are long standing; it is time for a solution, per Mr. 
Campbell. 

Mr. Al Avoian, South Bay Disposal Service: Reported 
their cooperation with City Staff and the Fire Department to 
resolve this problem, and reviewed the overall problems con­
fronted by the disposal company. 

Mr. Jack Renz, 1511 Post Avenue: Commended Staff for 
the excellent report -- very pleased that the City is under­
taking the cleanup of Downtown Torrance. 

Formal action taken by the Council is reflected below: 

MOTION: Councilman Brown moved to concur with Staff 
recommendations, as above stated -- further, to refer to Staff, 
for a report back, the following matters: an enforcement plan, 
either within the existing ordinance structure or by adopting 
other ordinances that will insure that once the bins are removed 
from the alleyways that they will, in fact, be maintained in a 
manner that is designed to keep the trash in the bins; to refer 
to Staff the question of requiring an expanded bin capacity in 
those situations where one bin is not enough and people are simply 
going for the least expensive method rather than the method best 
calculated to store trash; to refer to Staff the consideration 
of dealing with the large number of collectors in the Downtown 
area by limitation, possibly by franchise, that would give us 
some measure of control over the collectors, beyond the business 
license mechanism, and provide a limiting method. The motion 
was seconded by Councilman Rossberg, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable. 
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The Council now returned to the regular Agenda order: 

10a. RESOLUTION SUPPORT-ING THE DEVELOPMENT OF PALMDALE 
INTERNATTONAL- .AIRPORT. 

RECOMMENDATION OF DEPARTMENT OF· TRANSPORTATION: 
Adoption of resolution of support for t h e development 
of Palmdale International Airport as requested by the 
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors. 

MOTION: Councilman .Rossberg moved to concur with the 
above stated Staff recommendation. The motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Geissert. 

Councilman Brown indicated his reservations in this 
matter -- he is not convinced at this time that a Palmdale 
International Airport makes a lot of sense for the people 
of Torrance or of the Los Angeles Basini there are innumerable 
questions yet to be answered. 

Following general discussion, roll call vote was taken 
on Councilman Rossberg's motion. It FAILED TO CARRY, with a 
tie vote as follows: 

AYES: 

NOES: 
ABSTAIN: 

COUNCILMEMBERS: 

COUNCILMEMBERS: 
COUNCILMEMBERS: 

Geissert, Rossberg; Mayor 
Armstrong. 

Applegate, Brown, Walker. 
Wilson (further information 

needed). 

lOb. RESOLUTION AND AGREEMENT with SCAG for the Performance 
o f Transit P l a nning. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-178 

A RESOLUTION _OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZ­
ING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE A CONTINUING 
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT WITH THE SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS TO 
ASSIST IN PLANNING AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE 

OVERALL WORK PROGRAM 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
81-178. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert; roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-179 

RESOLUTION FOR PERFORMANCE OF SERVICES AS 
DESCRIBED IN THE OVERALL WORK PROGRAM FOR 

FY 1981-82 
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10c. QUITCLAIM DEEDS -
1) Parcel Map No. 13967 (D80-35) 

Owner: Lot 5 Investment, a General 
Partnership 

2) Parcel Map No. 14238 (D81-5) 
Owner: Parcel 4 Associates, a General 

Partnership 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-180 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING THE GRANTING 
OF A QUITCLAIM DEED TO: 1) LOT 5 INVESTMENT, 
A GENERAL PARTNERSHIP AND, TO: 2) PARCEL 4 
ASSOCIATES, A GENERAL PARTNERSHIP, AND AUTHOR­
IZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK 
TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST TO SAID QUITCLAIM DEEDS 

329 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 81-180. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

The Council now returned to:, 

8e. PRESENTATION OF GOLDEN SMOKEY AWARD. 

Mr. Zane Smith, U.S. Forest Service Forester, presented 
to the City of Torrance, via Mayor Armstrong, the coveted 
"Golden Smokey Award" -- the h ighest national recognition for 
significant contributions to f orest fire prevention, and the 
first ever to be made to a city . Smokey the Bear was also in 
attendance for this auspicious occasion. 

* * * * * * * * 
A rendering of the City's 1982 entry in the Tournament of 

Roses Parade was displayed at this time and was warmly applauded 
by all present. 

* * * * * * * * 

The hour being 7:20 P.M., a 10-minute recess was ordered 
by Mayor Armstrong. 

* * * * * * * * 
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On resumption of the meeting, Mayor Armstrong introduced 

and warmly welcomed the Mayor of the Philippine Republic, from 
the City of Bataan -- His Honor extended warm wishes to Torrance 
officials and citizens and a cordial invitation to visit his 
country. 

* * * * * 

12. PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 

12a. 

Considered together: 

REPORT OF CITY ATTORNEY RE: FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS IN 
OLD TOWNE MALL/BEST PLAZA. 

Looking at the actions the City might take, there appears to be 
four courses possible: 

1) Declare a permanent "moratorium", so to speak, of 
future development within the center. This would prohibit present 
owners of undeveloped parcels from developing their land in any 
useful manner. In the absence of a clear public danger based on 
health, safety and welfare, this is tantamount to condemnation. 
This course would not remedy any present problem but would prevent 
a worsening of the existing problem. Since the parking situation 
within the Center does not particularly impact traffic on the 
boulevards and does not impact on-street parking in the adjacent 
residential neighborhoods, it would be virtually impossible to 
say that a danger exists. 

2) Refuse any further development on the Best Plaza 
site because of breach of conditions of previous approvals. For 
instance, two of the conditions of approval of PP 78-27 (Best 
Plaza) were for cross-access easements and parking easements to be 
recorded between Old Towne and Best Plaza. Planning Commission 
had been assured by staff that both Old Towne and Best Plaza met 
code parking requirements on site. 

The City knew of the conflict between Old Towne and 
Best Plaza by means of a letter dated February 16, 1978, from a 
representative of Best Plaza, but had also been assured on Sep­
tember 6, 1978, by Best Plaza that cross easements existed. The 
City relied on the cross-access and parking agreement which UMET 
now disputes and disclaims. 

While it is obviously too late to do anything about 
the occupied buildings on the Best Plaza site, the vacant parcels 
can be held until the conditions of approval (access and parking) 
are resolved to the City's satisfaction. 
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The various land owners have a plan of development 

for parking which, if acceptable to the City, would result in just 
such cross-access and parking easements. If worse comes to ~orse~ 
UMET and Best Plaza can settle the matter in court or by .. a,rb1trat1on 
and determine what rights exist. 

3) Unless an acceptable parking solution is agreed upon, 
the city can review all future development requests for Old Towne, 
K-Mart or Best Plaza and approve only those which would not have 
a further adverse impact on parking. Further development would 
have to be predicamd on uses which would diminish the need for 
parking. The land owners can be put on notice of that fact now so 
they understand the type of tenants they should seek. 

4) The influence of the City could be used insofar 
as possible to effect a sale of land from the neighboring Union 
Carbide site for construction of parking facilities. Such a 
declaration now might be helpful in shaping the planning of 
Union Carbide, potential purchasers of the property and UMFT and 
Best Plaza. Assuming Union Carbide property will be for sale at 
some time in the foreseeable future, a long-term parking solution 
might evolve. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that alternatives~, 3 and 4 be implemented, 
together with whatever on-site parking solutions suggested by the 
land owners may be acceptable to your Honorable Council. 

12b. PARKING STUDY OF OLD TOWNE MALL/ BEST PLAZA/K-MART. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Planning Department staff·, based on the City Attorney's input 
regarding legal options, considers provision of the maximum num­
ber of surface parki~g spaces to be the only practical approach 
to the ·probl·em and rec·ornrnends the City Council take the following 
actions: 

1) Finding that a parking problem exists; 

2) Adopt as a solution, the following program to be imple­
mented through normal City review processes of proposed 
development to provide partial relief of the site parking 
problem and allow review of proposed development: 

a) provision of maximum number of parking spaces 
distributed between the K-Mart, Old Towne Mall 
and Best Plaza parcels (167 assuming K-Mart will 
cooperate and allow the restriping of their lot 
for an additional 21 spaces as proposed by the 
property owners or the number determined feasible 
by the Department of Transportation, whichever 
is greater) ; 
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b) reciprocal parking agreem~nts between all 

properties; 

c) improved lighting and signing for the parking 
area at the rear of Best Plaza to increase 
the use of this parking area; 

d) requiring and enforcing through leases, that 
all employees park in the area at the rear of 
the developments; and 

e) provision of 118 spaces on the undeveloped lots 
in excess of the Code requirements for the 
proposed new uses. 

3} Direct staff to initiate the following Code and pro­
cedural changes to clarify the Code and preclude the 
occurrence of a similar situation: 

a} regional shopping centers and malls should be 
assessed on a use-by-use basis unless a Variance 
is processed and the need for less parking can 
be clearly demonstrated by the applicant; 

b} joint-use parking reductions at commercial centers 
of up to 10% of total available parking should be 
allowed. Any additional joint use reduction should 
be permitted only by Variance that clearly demon­
strates the practicality of the reduction; and 

c) health clubs should be assessed at 1 parking space 
for each 100 square feet of modified gross floor 
area. 

Formal Staff presentations were provided by Planning 
Associate Bihn and City Traffic Engineer Collins. Comments 
from the audience were then invited by Mayor Armstrong. 

Representing Best Plaza, attorney William Beverly 
advised that a professional parking study has been made by 
his client, it being the engineer's report that all con­
figurations and alternatives were tried, and the final plan 
submitted appears to be the best solution to the problem 
of providing additional parking. 

Mr. Paul Allenase, 6218 Hamilton Lane, La Crescenta, 
attorney for Old Towne Mall, pointed out the 10-month 
moratorium and the fact · that all the owners h ave made an 
exhaustive effort to explore eve ry possibility which might 
improve, expand or reconfigure t he type of parking situation. 
The extra parking spaces acquired, and the potential additional 
parking spaces, were enumerated, as were the extensive efforts 
put forth in this rratter. They will support and carry out the 
Staff-recommended plan, per Mr. Allenase. 
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Mr. Peter Lacombe, 3848 Carson Street, representing 
the Title Insurance and Trust Company, indicated support 
of the position of the previous speakers -- they stand 
prepared to join with the other owners to cooperate in any 
way possible; there appears to be no perfect solution, but 
improvement appears to be near. 

Council discussion ensued -- reviewed were the 
long standing problems at this location, various remedial 
approaches, etc. -- it being the consensus of the Council 
that they are not satisfied with any of the parking plans 
submitted. 

Formal action taken by the Council is reflected below: 
Item 12a: 
MOTION: Councilman Brown moved to concur with the 

recommendation of the City Attorney that alternatives 2, 3 
and 4 be implemented, noting, re: alternative 2 that the 
parking plan as presented is not acceptable to the City. 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Applegate, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

A need for clarification regarding the goals to be 
achieved was expressed by Mr: Lacombe -- Council discussion 
indicated that they are looking for something which will 
be livable (perhaps the size of a facility can be decreased); 
consideration will not be on a project by project basis - any 
plan must relate to the overall parking problems; closure on 
Hawthorne Boulevard and dead-end driveways were not favored. 

Item 12b: 
MOTION: Councilman Brown moved to refer the whole 

issue of the parking plan back to Staff. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Rossberg, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable. 

It was confirmed by Deputy City Attorney Quale that 
with or without the moratorium the City would maintain 
control with the Precise Plan requirements. Also pointed 
out by Mr. Quale was the City's contention that the Precise 
Plan that approved the Best parcel has been violated by 
virtue of the fact that they do not have the parking cross­
access easements, a requirement of the Precise Plan. 

Mr. Beverly returned to urge that the moratorium be 
dropped so that normal development could proceed. 

There was concurrence by the Council that the moratorium 
be discontinued -- this was effected by taking no action to 
renew same. 
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14. PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

14a. STATUS REPORT - City Funded Employment Opportunity 
Program (EOP). 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to receive and file 
the sub j ect report. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Rossberg. There were no objections, and it was so ordered. 

14b. RESOLUTIONS - ·Memorandums of Understanding - Elected 
Officials and Recurrent Recreation Employees. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-181 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 81-156, 
ARTICLE 2 - CITY TREASURER, SECTION 2.1 CITY 

TREASURER'S COMPENSATION 

Councilman Applegate moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 81-181. His motion was seconded by Councilman Brown; roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-182 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE SETTING FORTH CERTAIN CHANGES REGARD­
ING WAGES, HOURS AND WORKING CONDITIONS FOR 
EMPLOYEES REPRESENTED BY THE TORRANCE RECURRENT 
RECREATION EMPLOYEES ORGANIZATION, AMENDING 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-168 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
81-182. His motion was seconqed by Councilman Applegate, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

14c. EXECUTIVE SESSION re: Litigation. 

See Page 17. 

15. HEARINGS: 

15a. ZC 81-3, JAMES R. BERTONI. Request for approval of 
Zone Change from C-3 to R-3 (PP) at 18102 Prairie 
Avenue. PLANNING COMMISSION AND PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF THIS REQUEST. 

An Affidavit of Publication was presented by City Clerk 
Nelson, and it was ordered filed, there being no objection. 
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Mayor Armstrong announced that this was the time and 
place for the subject public hearing, and inquired if anyone 
wished to be heard. There was no response. 

Councilman Applegate moved that the hearing be closed. 
His motion, seconded by Councilman Brown, was unanimously 
approved by roll call vote. 

335 

MOTION: Councilman Rossberg moved to concur with the 
recommendation of the Planning Commission and Planning D~partment 
for approval of ZC 81-3. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Applegate, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

ORDINANCE NO. 3022 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING 
DIVISION 9 OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE 
TO RECLASSIFY THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY WHICH 
IS LOCATED AT 18102 PRAIRIE AVENUE FROM 
C-3 (PRECISE PLAN) TO R-3 (PRECISE PLAN) 
AND DESCRIBED IN ZONE CHANGE CASE 81-3 1 

JAMES BERTONI 

Councilwoman Geissert IDoved for the approval of Ordinance 
No. 3022 at its first reading. Her motion was seconded by 
Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

15b. V81-3, JOHN CONNORS (Sepulveda Building Supp l y ): Request 
f or approva l o f a Variance to a llow l ess than Code 
required parking in open and closed storage areas and 
to allow expansion of a legal non-conforming use in 
C-3 (PP) zone at 2936 West Sepulveda Boulevard. 

An Affidavit of Publication was presented by City Clerk 
Nelson, and it was order~d · filed, there being no objection. 

Mayor Armstrong announced that this was the time and 
place for the subject public hearing, and inquired if anyone 
wished to be heard. 

The proponent, Mr. John Connors,was present and provided 
desired clarification regarding parking lot arrangement with the 
YMCA. 

There being no one else present who wished to be 
Councilman Applegate moved that the hearing be closed. 
motion was seconded by Councilman Brown, and roll call 
was unanimously favorable. 

heard, 
His 

vote 
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Councilman Brown stated that he had concerns regarding 

the parking, and MOVED to concur with the recommendation of 
the Planning Department: Denial of that portion of the 
request relating to parking. The motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Geissert. 

It was the comment of Councilman Rossberg that it was 
pointed out at the Planning Conunission meeting that 80% of the 
business is done on a delivery basis -- Mr. Rossberg thereupon 
offered a SUBSTITUTE MOTION: To concur with the recommendation 
of the Planning Commission for approval of the request. The 
substitute motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and 
carried, with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate, Rossberg, Walker, 
Wilson; Mayor Armstrong. 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Brown, Geissert. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-183 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, GRANTING A VARIANCE 
FROM THE PROVISIONS OF DIVISION 9 OF THE 
TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO ALLOW LESS THAN 
CODE REQUIRED PARKING IN OPEN AND CLOSED 
STORAGE AREAS AND TO ALLOW EXPANSION OF USE 
IN THE C-3 (PRECISE PLAN) ZONE AT 2936 
SEPULVEDA BOULEVARD - V81-3, JOHN CONNORS 

(SEPULVEDA BUILDING MATERIALS) 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
81-183. His motion, seconded by Councilman Walker, carried, 
with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate, Rossberg, Walker, 
Wilson; Mayor Armstrong. 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Brown, Geissert. 

15c. ZC 80-14 , LENORE C. TAYLOR. Request for Change of Zone 
from R-2 to R-P (PP ) at 17625 Crenshaw Boulevard and 
Edison Company right-of-way immediately to the north. 
PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF THIS REQUEST. 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF ZONE CHANGE 
AT 17625 CRENSHAW BOULEVARD AND READVERTISING TO A-1 
FOR EDISON COMPANY RIGHT-OF-WAY. 

An Affidavit of Publication was presented by City Clerk 
Nelson, and it was ordered filed, there being no objection. 

14. City Council 
August 18, 1981 

.. 



Mayor Armstrong announced that this was the time and 
place for the subject public hearing, and inquired if anyone 
wished to be heard. There was no response. 

Councilman Applegate moved that the hearing be closed. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable. 

MOTION: Councilman Rossberg moved to concur with the 
above stated recommendation of the Planning Department. His 
motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable. 

ORDINANCE NO. 3023 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING 
DIVISION 9 OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE 
TO RECLASSIFY THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY WHICH 
IS LOCATED AT 17625 CRENSHAW BOULEVARD 
FROM R-2 TO R-P (PRECISE PLAN) AND DESCRIBED 
IN ZONE CHANGE CASE 80-14, LENORE C. TAYLOR 
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Councilwoman Geissert 'fi\Oved for the approval of Ordinance No. 
3023 at its first reading. Her motion, seconded by Councilman 
Rossberg, was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

20. CONSENT CALENDAR. 

20a. REQUEST FOR COUNCIL AUTHORITY - Re: Disposal of Surplus 
City Vehicles v i a Commercial Public Auction. 

RECOMMENDATION OF STAFF: 
That Council authorize the sale of the listed surplus 
City vehicles and _other equipment, of record, utilizing 
the services of a commercial vehicle auction outlet, the 
Ken Porter Auction Company. 

20b. AWARD OF CONTRACT - Re: Purchase of One Hersey Water 
Meter (8"x4") for the Daon Corporation's new facility. 
Reimbursable Expenditure: $6,812.64, including tax. 

RECOMMENDATION OF STAFF: 
That Council authorize the purchase of the new required 
Hersey Water Meter from the Hersey Products Company, 
Meter Division, of Los Angeles in the total amount of 
$6,812.64, including tax. 
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20c. RE-AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR BULK GASOLINE. 

Ref. Bid #B81-41 Anticipated Expenditure: $217,000 

RECOMMENDATION OF STAFF: 
That Counci l re-award the Gasoline Contract to Chevron 
USA, Inc., La Habra, California, in the total anticipated 

amount (including sales tax) of $217,000 for the required 
product. 

20d. AWARD OF A SIX-MONTHS SERVICE CONTRACT TO CLEAN CITY 
TRANSIT BUSES. Re: Bid No. B81-09 
Expenditure: $7,400.64 

RECOMMENDATION OF STAFF: 
That Counci l award a s ix- month contract for the cleaning 
of 46 City Transit buses to the low bidder, Universal 
Building Maintenance Company, Los Angeles, California, 
in the total amount of $7,400.64. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with Staff 
recommendations on agenda items 20a, 20b, 20c and 20d. His 
motion was seconded by Councilman Brown, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable. Counc~lwoman Geissert ABSTAINED on Item 
20c for the reason that her husband is employed by Union Oil 
Company. 

* * * * * * * 

The hour being 9:10 P.M. the Council recessed and 
reconvened as the Redevelopment Agency, returning to its 
agenda at 9:25 P.M. 

* * * * * * * 

22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

22a. City Manager Ferraro recommended Council consideration 
re: a Sister City delegation to Kashiwa, with note of the 
many Japanese firms in Torrance, etc. -- Torrance has not been 
an active participant in the Sister City program in this respect, 
and this should be remedied. 

22b. City Manager Ferraro distributed copies of the Discussion 
Paper regarding Madrona Marsh for study, review and comment by 
the Council -- copies will be made available to all interested 
parties. 

MOTION: Councilman Brown moved to receive and file the 
Madrona Marsh Report, with a direction to Staff to receive the 
written questions of Councilmernbers and all others who submit 
them. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert. There 
were no objections, and it was so ordered. 
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22c. City Manager Ferraro noted that this is the last Council 
meeting to be attended by Sr. Administrative Assistant Rob 
Clark who is departing to serve as Assistant City Manager for 
the City of Laguna Beach. Congratulations are in order, but 
he will be sorely missed, per Mr. Ferraro. Rob expressed his 
appreciation for his rewarding association with the City of 
Torrance. 

A plaque of appreciation was presented Rob by Mayor 
Armstrong, on behalf of the Council and his friends, for 
his dedicated service to the City. 

22d. Councilman Applegate requested a status report re: the 
computer center. 
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22e. Councilman Rossberg reviewed recent article in L.A. Daily 
Journal re: successful litigation against the City of Los Angeles 
by a bicyclist and the reference therein to a "shrubbery covered 
corner" -- this kind of problem is of great concern to him as it 
relates to City responsibility. 

22f. Mr. Kevin Fitzgerald, Torrance Jaycees, requested per­
mission to waive all business license fees for their Community 
Carnival on August 28, 29 and 30, at Torrance Boulevard and 
Amie Avenue -- as was done last year. 

Councilman Applegate so MOVED; his motion was seconded by 
Councilman Rossberg; roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

* * * * * 
AGENDA ITEM #14c - EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 9:50 P.M. the Council recessed for an Executive Session, 
returning at 10:30 P.M. No formal action was taken. 

The meeting was regularly adjourned at 10:30 P.M. 
adjournment being in memory of Officer and Mrs. James 
Chamberlain. 

* * * * * 

Ava Cripe 
Minute Secretary 
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