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City Council - August 11, 1981 

SUBJECT: 
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15a. 
15b. 
15c. 

15d. 

18a. 

20a. 
20b. 

20c. 

22a. 

22b. 

22c. 

22d. 
22e. 
22f. 

22g. 
22h. 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 
Call to Order 
Roll Call 
Flag Salute 
Invocation 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 
Approval of Minutes 
Motion to Waive Further Reading 
Council Conunittee Meetings 

8. COMMUNITY MATTERS: 
Kashiwa-Torrance Sister Cities Exchange Students 

10. TRANSPORTATION/PUBLIC WORKS MATTERS: 
Reso l u tion re: Encroachment Agreement 
Modification of Existing Traffic Signal at Fashion 

Way and Madrona Avenue 
12. PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 

Secti on 8 Exist i ng Housing Ass i s tance Payments 
Program Additional Increment of Unit Authority 

Section 8 Moderate Rehabilitation Program 
Additional Increment of Unit Authority 

15. HEARINGS: 
Executive Sess i on re: Litigation 
EA 81-9, City of Torrance 
Environmental Review Appeal Hearing and acquisition 

of property by eminent domain proceedings for 
transit operations facility 

Modification of CUP - West End Tennis and Racquet 
Club 

18. SECOND READlNG ORDINANCES: 
Ordinance No. 3020. - Withdrawn from agenda 

20. CONSENT CALENDAR: 
Sale o f Poli ce Confi scated Firearms 
Award of Contract for purchase of Hurst Rescue 

System 
Notice of Completion - Sanitary Sewer in Bluff Stre•~t 

22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 
City Manager Ferraro re:departure of Rob Clark to 

become Asst.City Manager, Laguna Beach 
Councilman Applegate re: buckled sidewalk on 

Crenshaw Boulevard 
Councilwoman Geissert re: recognition for Kenny 

Uyeda's 25 years on Planning Conunission 
Councilman Rossberg re: the matter of density 
Councilman Walker re: noise problems at Wilson Park 
Mayor Armstrong re: support for Mission Canyon 

Landfill 
Mayor Armstrong re: defaced City entry signs 
Mayor Armstrong re: meeting with Councilwoman Flore~ 

* * * * * 
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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

August 11 1 1981 

The Torrance City Council convened in a Regular 
Meeting on Tuesday, August 11, 1981, at 7:00 P.M. in the 
Council Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2. ROLL CALL: 

Present: Councilrnernbers Applegate, Brown, Geissert, 
Rossberg, Walker, Wilson and Mayor Armstrong. 

Absent: None. 

Also present: City Manager Ferraro and Staff repre
sentatives. 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

Ms. Phyllis Moore led in the salute to the flag. 

4. INVOCATION: 

Reverend C.J. Bellamy, s·puth Bay Church of God, provided 
the invocation for the meeting. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

None available. 

6. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Applegate moved that after the City Clerk 
has assigned a number and read title to any resolution or 
ordinance on tonight's agenda, the further reading thereof 
be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember 
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the right to demand the reading of any such resolution or 
ordinance in regular order. The motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

7. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

None scheduled. 

8 . COMMUNITY MATTERS : 

Ba. KASHIWA-TORRANCE SISTER CITIES EXCHANGE STUDENTS. 
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Mayor Armstrong welcomed and introduced Exchange students 
Rumi Takano, Satoshi Shinozaki, Yoko Harigaya, Tetsuro Mariya, 
Katsuhito Takeuchi, Masako Motoyama, Yukiko Hirai, Katsuhide 
Kasuga and Chaperon Yoshiaki Kaneki. City mementos and best 
wishes were exchanged. 

10. TRANSPORTATION/PUBLI C WORKS MATTERS: 

10a. RESOLUTION re: Encroachment Agreement. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-173 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THAT 
CERTAIN ENCROACHMENT AGREEMENT DATED AUGUST 11, 
1981, BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE AND WILLIAM 
J. NEWMAN AND DONNA R. NEWMAN, HUSBAND AND 
WIFE AS JOINT TENANTS, PERMITTING THE ENCROACH
MENT UPON THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY OF 180TH 
STREET FOR pNDERGROUND ELECTRICAL SERVICE 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
81-173. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

10b. MODIFICATION OF EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL AT FASHION WAY 
AND MADRONA AVENUE. 

RECOMMENDATION OF DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION: 
1. That the contract for the modification of the 

traffic signal at Fashion Way and Madrona Avenue 
be awarded to the low bidder, Vince's Electrical, 
for $47,258.00, and that all other bids be 
rejected. 

2. That the City Council authorize execution of the 
subject agreement between the City of Torrance and 
the Carson Madrona Company. 
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Supplementary material re: the protest of Steiny and 

Company was specifically noted by the Council. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with the 
above stated recommendation of the Department of Transportation. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Brown; roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable. 

12. PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 

12a. SECTION 8 EXISTING HOUSING ASSISTANCE PAYMENTS PROGRAM 
ADDITIONAL INCREMENT OF UNIT AUTHORITY. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY MANAGER: 
That the City Council authorize Staff to submit the 
necessary documents to accept an additional 78 units 
into the Section 8 Rental Assistance Program, and 
that Council approve the establishment of an additional 
position of Housing Specialist in the Planning Department 
- HCD Division - and authorize the City Manager to im
mediately take actions to fill the position. 

CITY MANAGER'S NOTE: 
The Housing Specialist position referred to in this 
item will be an externally funded position. Salary and 
benefit costs will be paid solely from program dollars. 

MOTION: Councilman Brown moved to concur with the above 
stated recommendation of the City Manager. His motion was 
seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was unani
mously favorable. 

12b. SECTION 8 MODERATE REHABILITATION PROGRAM 
ADDITIONAL INCREMENT OF UNIT AUTHORITY. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY MANAGER: 
That the City Council authorize Staff to submit the 
necessary documents to accept·an additional 39 units 
into the Section 8 Moderate Rehabilitation Program. 

MOTION: Councilman Brown moved to concur with the 
City Manager's recommendation. His motion, seconded by Council
woman Geissert, was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 
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15 . HEARINGS : 

15a. EXECUTIVE SESSION re: Litigation. 

The Council recessed for this Executive Session, the 
hour being 7:30 P.M., returning at 8:00 P.M. No action was 
taken. 

15b. EA 81-9, CITY OF TORRANCE. Continued Public Hearing 
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of Administrative Appeal of Environmental Review Board 
determination to grant a Negative Declaration for the 
City of Torrance proposal to construct a 20,000 square 
foot bus maintenance facility in the M-2 zone, north of 
the Civic Center between Maple Avenue and Madrona Avenue. 

An Affidavit of Publication was presented by City Clerk 
Nelson, and it was ordered filed, there being no objection. 

Mayor Armstrong announced that this was the time and 
place of the subject continued public hearing, and invited 
comments from the audience. 

Attorney Jerrold Fadem, representing the Friedman 
Brothers, owners of the subj~ct property, reaffirmed his 
strong concerns, previously expressed, and of record -
notably, noise; traffic; storage of gasoline, diesel fuel, 
and paint; neighborhood controversy; etc.Also noted by 
Mr. Fadem was the pending litigation to be undertaken in 
the,event a Negative Declaration is approved by the Council, 
it being his position that the requirement of · an Environmental 
Impact Report is the proper course of action. 

Mr. ~ohn Galf, sales manager, Boise Cascade, 
expressed their concerns regarding their substantial 
paper storage and the poss~bility of a fire from welding 
or other activities at the -bus maintenance facility. 

Safety for small children was the concern of 
Mrs. Beverly Brumley, 20909 Madrona Avenue, along with 
the likely noise and pollution. 

There being no one else present who wished to be 
Councilman Rossberg moved that the hearing be closed. 
motion was seconded by Councilman Brown, and roll call 
was unanimously favorable. 

heard, 
His 
vote 

MOTION: Councilman Brown moved to grant the appeal 
and order a FOCUSED ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT on the 
project. The motion was seconded by Councilman Applegate, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 
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15c. Environmental Revi_ew Appeal Hearing and acquisition 

of property by emiiieht "domain proceedings for transit 
operations facility. 

Per City Attorney Remelmeyer, this item should now be 
removed from the agenda, and returned at the time of 
consideration of the Focused EIR. 

Councilman Brown moved to concur with the recommendation 
of the City Attorney. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Applegate, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

15d. CONTINUED HEARING regarding modification of an existing 
Conditional Use Permit to allow installation of a club 
house dance floor at West End Tennis and Racquet Club. 

Mayor Armstrong announced that this was the time and 
place for the subject continued public hearing, and, following 
presentation by Building and Safety Director McKinnon re: 
sound level readings at the Club, invited comments from the 
audience. 

Mrs. Armine Koundakjian, representing the Environmental 
Quality and Energy Conservation Commission, stated that two 
signs have been put up illegally, and requested that the Council 
direct the removal of one of the signs. 

There being no one else present who wished to be heard, 
Councilman Brown moved that the hearing be closed. His motion 
was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with the 
recommendation of the Planning Commission and Planning Department 
for DENIAL of the dance floor. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Brown, and carried, with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate, Brown, Geissert, 
Rossberg, Wilson; Mayor Armstrong. 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Walker. 

It was noted by Building and Safety Director McKinnon that 
his department is following through on the above referred to 
illegal signing. 

* * * * * * 
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18. SECOND READING ORDINANCES. 

18a. ORDINANCE NO. 3020. 

Withdrawn from the agenda. 

20. CONSENT CALENDAR: 

20a. Authorization for sale of -quality Police Confiscated 
Firearms to Licensed Dealers. 
Total Bid Amount: $2,394.00 

RECOMMENDATION OF PURCHASlNG SUPERVISOR/BUYER: 
That your Honorable Body approve the sale o f the 14 
highest quality and most valuable firearms to the 
highest bidder, Martin B. Retting, Inc., for the 
total sum of $2,394.00. The balance (40 items) of 
the confiscated firearms will be destroyed. 

20b. AWARD OF CONTRACT for purchase of Hurst Rescue System. 
Expenditure: $7,100.68 

RECOMMENDATION OF PURCHASING SUPERVISOR/BUYER: 
That your Honorable Body award a contract to Western 
States Fire Apparatus Company of Diamond Bar in the 
amount of $7,100.68, including tax, for the purchase 
of a Hurst Rescue System to be compatible with 
existing rescue equipment. 

20c. SANITARY SEWER in Bluff Court south of Newton Street 
(BBl-19) - NOTICE OF COMPLETION. 

RECOMMENDATION OF ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT: 
That the work be accepted and final payment made to 
the contractor. 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to concur with Staff 
recommendations on agenda items 20a, 20b and 20c. His motion 
was seconded by Councilman Applegate, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable. 

* * * * * * 

The hour being 8:22 P.M. the Council recessed and 
reconvened as the Redevelopment Agency, returning to its 
agenda at 8:25 P.M. 

* * * * * * 
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22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

22a. City Manager Ferraro announced that Sr. Administrative 
Assistant Rob Clark is leaving the City -- he will be the 
Assistant City Manager for the City of Laguna Beach; a worthy 
promotion; he will be keenly missed. 

22b. Councilman Applegate requested Staff investigation re: 
buckled sidewalk on Crenshaw Boulevard, south of Sepulveda. 

22c. Councilwoman Geissert requested special recognition for 
Kenny Uyeda in honor of his twenty-five years of service on 
the Planning Commission. The Council concurred that there 
sh mld be appropriate recogniti_on of this accomplishment. 

22d. Councilman Rossberg reviewed comments made this date 
by Mr. Ray Watt at a Chamber meeting regarding density -- it 
was the request of Mr. Rossberg that Staff provide an update 
on the status of density considerations. 

22e. Councilman Walker noted the need for Staff review of 
the noise problems at Wilson Park. 

22f. Mayor Armstrong advised that he had directed a communica
tion to the Los Angeles City Council urging them to support the 
Mission Canyon landfill. 

22g. Mayor Armstrong noted the need for repairing defaced 
City entry signs at Sepulveda Boulevard and at Del Amo. 

22h. Mayor Armstrong announced that he will be meeting with 
newly elected Los Angeles Councilwoman Joan Flores, at her 
request, regarding ways in which Torrance and Los Angeles can 
work cooperatively on joint concerns. Council and Staff input 
would be most welcome, per th~ Mayor. 

The meeting was regularly adjourned at 8:40 P.M. 

* * * * * * 
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