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June 16, 1981 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

The Torrance City Council convened in a Regular Meeting 
on Tuesday, June 16, 1981, at 5:30 P.M. in the Council Chambers 
at Torrance City Hall. 

2 . ROLL CALL: 

Present: Councilmernbers Applegate, Brown, Geissert, 
Rossberg, Walker, Wilson and Mayor Arm.strong. Absent: None. 

Also present: City Manager Ferraro and Staff repre
sentatives. 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 
. 

Planning Associate Rosalie Woodward led in the salute to 
the flag. 

4. INVOCATION: 

Reverend David Griggs, Torrance Baptist Temple, provided 
the invocation for the mee~ing. 

* * * * * * * * * 

Mayor Armstrong regretfully announced the sudden passing 
of Mr. Rudy Gallucci, father of "Miss Torrance" -- Sabrina 
Gallucci. Miss Gallucci has agreed to go forward with her 
"Miss Torrance" activities at Santa Cruz and her display of 
courage was commended; an appropriate telegram was sent by the 
Mayor, on behalf of the Council. Mayor Armstrong further 
directed that this meeting be adjourned in memory of Mr. Gallucci. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Councilman Applegate 
May 12, 1981, as recorded. 
Councilwoman Geissert, and 
favorable. 

* * * * * * * * * 

moved to approve the minutes of 
His motion was seconded by 

roll call vote was unanimously 
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6. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Applegate moved that after the City Clerk 
has assigned a number and read title to any resolution or 
ordinance on tonight's agenda, the further reading thereof 
be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember 
the right to demand the reading of any such resolution or 
ordinance in regular order. The motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

7. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

8 . 

Ba. 

Transportation Committee: 
Met this date - report forthcoming to Council. 

Finance Committee: 
June 23rd - 6:00 P.M. 

COMMUNITY MATTERS: 

RESOLUTIONS commending~Reserve Police Officers Conde 
and Vrana. 

RESOLUTION N0.81-107 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE COMMENDING VICTOR 
ROWLAND CONDE, TORRANCE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
RESERVE OFFICER, FOR HIS DEVOTION TO DUTY 
AND DISTINGUISHED YEARS OF SERVICE 
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Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 81-107. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-108 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE COMMENDING ROBERT JOHN 
VRANA, TORRANCE POLICE DEPARTMENT RESERVE 
OFFICER, FOR HIS DEVOTION TO DUTY AND 

DISTINGUISHED YEARS OF SERVICE 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 81-108. Her motion, seconded by Councilman Walker, was 
unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

2. City Council 
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8b. RESOLUTION for South Bay Youth Services Center and the 

City of Torrance Manpower Division. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-109 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE IN SUPPORT OF THE SOUTH 
BAY YOUTH SERVICES CENTER AND THE MANPOWER 
DIVISION IN THEIR REQUESTS FOR PROGRAM 
FUNDING FROM THE GOVERNOR'S SPECIAL GRANT 
OF THE COMPREHENSIVE EMPLOYMENT AND 
TRAINING ACT AND THE CALIFORNIA YOUTH 

EMPLOYMENT AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
81-109. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

Considered by the Council, out of order, at this time: 

21. ADDENDUM ITEM: . 

21a. SIGN REQUEST - Lions Club. 

Mr. Louis Martel, 3465 Torrance Boulevard, representing 
the South Torrance Lions Club, requested approval of signing 
for their annual soccer game -- . this sign is normally placed 
in the triangle at Sepulveda and Hawthorne Boulevards, but, 
due to a communication breakdown, the application has not been 
submitted in a timely manner. Mr. Martel advised that appropriate 
application for insurance has been made, and requested that there 
be a waiver of fees, etc., and that they be permitted to place 
the sign in the subject area. 

Building and Safety Director McKinnon indicated con
currence with the request, and recommended Council approval, 
subject to the usual fee waivers and to the submittal of the 
location and plot plan to the Environmental Department. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with the 
above recommendation of the Building and Safety Director. His 
motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert. There were no 
objections, and it was so ordered. 

The regular agenda order was resumed. 

3. City Council 
June 16, 1981 



I· 

10. TRANSPORTATION/PUBLIC WORKS MATTERS: 

10a. RESOLUTION re: Left Turn Signals at 235th Street and 
Crenshaw Boulevard and at Rolling Hills Road and 
Crenshaw Boulevard. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-110 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE REQUESTING AN ALLOCA
TION AND PAYMENT OF COUNTY AID-TO-CITIES 
FUNDS FOR THE INSTALLATION OF LEFT TURN 
TRAFFIC SIGNALS AT THE INTERSECTIONS OF 
235TH STREET AND CRENSHAW BOULEVARD AND 
AT ROLLING HILLS ROAD AND CRENSHAW 

BOULEVARD 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
81-110. His motion was seconded by Councilman Applegate; roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

10b. TRACT NO. 37671. 
Subdivider: Arlington Associates, Ltd. 
Wilcraft Development, Inc. 

(Donald H. Wilson, Presidnet) 
Location: 2724 Arlington Avenue 
No. of Lots: 1 (15 unit Condominium) 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER/PLANNING DIRECTOR: 
That Fi nal Tract Map No. 37671 be approved. 

MOTION: Councilman Wi'lson moved to concur with the above 
stated recommendation of the City Engineer and the Planning 
Director. His motion wa_s seconded by Councilman Rossberg, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

12. 

12a. 

PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 

COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT AND REVITALIZATION PROGRAM -
Grant from Bank of America. 

MOTION: Councilman Brown moved to concur with the Staff 
recommendation to apply for the subject grant, with the first 
priority to be Texturized Concrete Crosswalks. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Applegate. 

A SUBSTITUTE MOTION was offered by Councilwoman Geissert: 
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That the City apply for a BankAmerica Foundation grant of 
$10,000 to be applied to the purchase and installation of special 
Downtown Project Area identity signs at major activity intersections 
(Alternative #2). The substitute motion was seconded by Councilman 
Walker, and CARRIED, with roll call vote as follows: 

4. City Council 
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AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate, Geissert, Wilson; 

Mayor Armstrong. 
NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Brown, Rossberg, Walker. 

Councilman Walker stated that his preference would be for 
the new trash receptacle. 

Councilman Rossberg moved to make it a unanimous vote, 
seconded by Councilman Brown, concurred in by Councilman Walker. 
There were no objections, and it was so ordered. 

12b. ORDINANCE re: Old Towne/Best Plaza/K-Mart Parking 
Moratorium. 

ORDIN.Al~CE NO. 3014 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, CONTINUING 
IN EFFECT A MORATORIUM ON THE CONSTRUCTION 
OF BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES AND THE GRADING 
OF REAL PROPERTY WITHIN THE AREA DESCRIBED 
HEREIN (OLQ TOWNE MALL/K-MART/BEST PLAZA) 
AND DECLARING THE PRESENCE OF AN EMERGENCY 

Councilman Brown moved for adoption of Emergency Ordinance No. 
3014 at its first and only reading. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

12c. COMMERCIAL REHABILITATION LOAN APPLICATION for Galen 
Eastham. 

See Page 7. 

12d. SECTION 8 HOUSING ASSISTANCE PAYMENTS PROGRAM. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY MANAGER: 
That the City Council authorize the Mayor to execute 
a Resolution directing Staff to make application to 
HUD for an additional increment of 195 units under 
the Section 8 Rental Assistance and Moderate Rehabilita
tion Programs. 

Staff presentation and desired clarification was provided 
by Community Development Programs Associate Moore -- an updated 
report on the funding was given by City Manager Ferraro. 

MOTION: Councilman Brown moved to concur with the above 
stated recommendation of the City Manager. His motion was 
seconded by Councilman Wilson. 

5. City Council 
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Prior to roll call vote on the motion, Mayor Armstrong 
invited comments from the audience. 

Mrs. Jo-Anne Waller, 3604 Courtney Way, president, 
League of Women Voters, urged going forward in this matter 
(statement of record). 

Mr. Lawrence Gittschier, 1303 Acacia Avenue, reaffirmed 
the concerns of senior citizens regarding adequate housing. 

Roll call vote on Councilman Brown's motion was unani
mously favorable. 
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It was the direction of Mayor Armstrong that the City's 
position be reviewed and that there perhaps be an appeal of that 
earlier decision which stripped the City of the grant monies 
which were rightfully ours -- further, that the City Attorney 
also explore the possibilities of restoration, in view of the 
new administration and new procedures. Council action will 
follow after study of the City Attorney's report and recom
mendation. It was the added request of Councilman Rossberg that 
the matter of the promised senior citizen housing also be 
included. 

At the request of Mayor Armstrong, City Clerk Nelson 
assigned a number and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-111 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, AUTHORIZING 
AND DIRECTING THE CITY MANAGER TO SUBMIT 
AN APPLICATION FOR AUTHORITY TO ADMINISTER 
ADDITIONAL UNITS UNDER THE SECTION 8 
MODERATE · REHABILITATION PROGRAM AND THE 
SECTION 8 EXISTING HOUSING ASSISTANCE 

PAYMENTS PROGRAM 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 81-111. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

* * * * * * 

The hour being 6:10 P.M. the Council recessed and reconvened 
as the Redevelopment Agency, returning to its agenda at 6:12 P.M. 

* * * * * * 
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The Council now returned to: 

12c. CONSIDERATION OF COMMERCIAL REHABILITATION LOAN APPLICA
TION FOR GALEN EASTHAM. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Planning Department Staff and the Commercial Rehabilitation 
Loan Board recommend that the City Council approve a 
$25,360 Commercial Rehabilitation Loan to applicant 
Galen Eastham for property improvements to the building 
located at 2021 West Carson Street, subject to the 
following conditions: 

1. That an OWner Participation Agreement be 
entered into between the owner of the 
subject building, Gerald Eastham, M.D., and 
the Redevelopment Agency; and 

2. That the work required to satisfy said Agreement 
be completed prior to the commencement of the 
work for which this loan would be approved. 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to concur with the above 
stated recommendation. His motion, seconded by Councilwoman 
Geissert, was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

l4. PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

14a. EXECUTIVE SESSION re: hours, wages and working conditions. 

See Page 18. 

15. HEARINGS: 

15a. FIRST PUBLIC HEARING on the City Manager's Proposed Budget 
for 1981-82. 

Mayor Armstrong announced that this was the time and place 
for the first hearing on the City Manager's proposed budget for 
the 1981-82 fiscal year. 

An Affidavit of Publication was presented by City Clerk 
Nelson. Councilman Applegate moved to receive and file said 
Affidavit. The motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

The Mayor then inquired if anyone wished to be heard. 
There was no response. 
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MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved that the 
hearing be continued to June 23, 1981. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Rossberg, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable. 
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15b. CUP 75-68 (Modification) - WEST END TENNIS AND RACQUET 
CLUB. Appea l o f Planning Commiss i on denial o f requested 
modification of an existing Conditional Use Permit to 
allow the installation of a club house dance floor at 
4343 Spencer Street. THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND 
PLA..1'\lNING DEPARTMENT RECOMMEND DENIAL OF THE REQUEST 
AND OF THE APPEAL. 

An Affidavit of Publication was presented by City Clerk 
Nelson, and it was ordered filed, there being no objection. 

Mayor Armstrong announced that this was the time and 
place for the subject public hearing, and, following presenta
tion by Planning Associate Woodward, invited comments from the 
audience. 

Representing the West End Tennis and Racquet Club, 
attorney Gene Samuelson pre~ented a petition bearing some 
280 names urging approval of the subject request, and then 
reviewed the complaints of record with note of remedial 
measures taken. Also reviewed by Mr. Samuelson was his 
understanding of the posture taken by the Planning Commission 

the positive benefits of the Club to the City were also 
described. 

Mr. Ray Tarata, 4221 Michelle Drive, reiterated his 
concerns regarding noise -- an annoyance existing for approxi
mately one year -- and recommended Council denial of the 
request, on behalf of elev~n families on his cul-de-sac. 
Concurring in these comments was Mr. Dennis Lorr, 4225 
Michelle Drive. 

Council discussion ensued. Councilman Applegate stated 
that the original approval of the Club was based on the 
understanding that this would be a "health and fitness club;" 
now there is live music, the Club is open to the public 
with active advertising, and they tend to attract people as 
would any other bar or restaurant. Mr. Applegate considers 
that to be totally out of place at this location -- it will 
be h~s recommendation that the restaurant/bar operation be 
closed to the public. It was the ultimate consensus of the 
Council that the entire matter of CUP 75-68 be reviewed. 

8. City Council 
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MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to continue 

Item 15b to June 23, 1981. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Brown. There were no objections, and it was 
so ordered. 

15c. REPROGRAMMING OF UNSPENT COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
BLOCK GRANT FUNDS. 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Planning Department staff recommends: 

A. That the following priorities be considered for the 
reprosranuning of available funds: 

B. 

C. 

1. Commercial Rehabilitation Loan Program appropriation 
$90,000 {will leverage to provide loans totaling 
$360,000, plus or minus). 

2. Improvements to Downtown intersections - 4-5 major 
intersections, including: 

a. texturized paving to 16-20 crosswalks $51,948 
b. curb cuts for the handicapped to be coordinatec 

with crosswalk improvements $15,000 

That the City Council take citizen input on the sugges
tions above and on other potential projects pursuant to 
preparing project ·amendments to the 1975! 1976, 1977 and 
197 8 Cornrnun.i ty Development Block Grants in the amount 
of $156,948. 

That staff be directed to evaluate all proposals and 
suggestions submitted and prepare a response with 
recommendations to the City Council for the second 
public hearing on July 21, 1981. 

An Affidavit of Publication was presented by City Clerk 
Nelson, and it was ordered filed, there being no objection. 

Mayor Armstrong announced that this was the time and place 
for the subject public hearing, and, following presentation by 
Planning Associate Progen, invited comments from the audience. 

Mr. Dick Pierce, 305-A Calle Miramar, noted the need 
for ~mproved handicapped facilities at the parks, the Library 
Meeting Room restroom, as well as the need for asphalt walk
ways to the active areas of the park. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to continue the subject 
hearing to July 21, 1981. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Wilson, ·and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

9. City Council 
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15d. DEL AMO ENERGY COMPANY (Great Lakes Carbon Corporation 

and Great Lakes Properties, Inc. ) CUP 79-2, PP 79-6 
(Modification): Request for modification of conditions 
of Conditional Use Permit and Precise Plan to allow 
certain additions and deletions of equipment at 3520 
Torrance Boulevard. The Planning Commission and Planning 
Department recommend APPROVAL. 

An Affidavit of Publication was presented by City Clerk 
Nelson, and it was ordered filed, there being no objection. 

Mayor Armstrong announced that this was the time and 
place for the subject public hearing. It was the request of 
Building and Safety Director McKinnon that Item #68 (Page 3 of 
Staff material) be expanded to include: "A program for monitor-

r ing reservoir pressure and/or fluid level shall be developed in 
conjunction with and approved by the City's oil consultant, 
E.C. Babson." It was the recommendation of Councilwoman Geissert, 
concurred in by the consult, that the wording be revised to 
state: " ••.• and approved by an oil consultant and the 
Director of Building and Safety." 

There being no one present who wished to be heard, 
Councilman Walker moved that the hearing be closed. His 
motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable. 

MOTION: Councilman Walker.moved to concur with the 
recommendation of the Planning Commission and Planning 
Department for approval of the subject Request for 
Modification, subject to conditions, modifying condition 
#68 to include the following: " ..• A program for monitoring 
reservoir pressure and/or fluid level shall be developed in 
conjunction with and approved by an oil consultant and the 
Director of Building and Safety." 

The motion was seconded by Councilman Brown, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

~ 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-112 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING 
A MODIFICATION TO CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
79-12 TO ALLOW CERTAIN ADDITIONS AND 
DELETIONS OF EQUIPMENT FOR SECONDARY 
OIL RECOVERY (WATERFLOODING) IN THE C-3 
PP AND 0-2 ZONES (0-1 COMBINING OIL 
DISTRICT) ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF TORRANCE 
BOULEVARD 500 FEET WEST OF MADRONA 
AVENUE (CUP 79-12 (MOD), DEL AMO ENERGY 
COMPANY, A WHOLLY OWNED SUBSIDIARY OF 
GREAT LAKES CARBON CORPORATION AND GREAT 

LAKES PROPERTIES, INC.) 
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Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution 

No. 81-112, as above amended. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Brown, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-113 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING A 
MODIFICATION TO PRECISE PLAN 79-6 TO 
ALLOW CERTAIN ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS OF 
EQUIPMENT FOR SECONDARY OIL RECOVERY 
(WATERFLOODING) IN THE C-3 PP AND 0-2 
ZONES (0-1 COMBINING OIL DISTRICT) ON 
THE SOUTH SIDE OF TORRANCE BOULEVARD 
500 FEET WEST OF MADRONA AVENUE 
(PP 79-6 (MOD), DEL AMO ENERGY COMPANY, 

A WHOLLY OWNED SUBSIDIARY OF GREAT LAKES 
CARBON CORPORA~ION AND GREAT LAKES 

PROPERTIES, INC.) 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 81-113, as above modified. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Applegate; roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

* * * * * * 

The hour being 7:00 . P.M., a 10-minute recess was ordered 
by Mayor Armstrong. 

* * * * * * 
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17. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 
203 ·· 

17a. MOBIL OIL PIPELINE. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Specifically, the residents request the pipeline be moved away from 
their homes, either by relocating closer to the center of the Edison 
right-of-way or to a major street such as 190th Street. As staff views 
the situation, there are several alternatives which are available to 
your Honorable Body. 

1) Request Mobil to locate the pipeline at the 20 foot off 
property line as originally shown on their plans. This would be a 
reasonable and feasible alternative to the present situaticn. Mobil 
would be put to some additional expense by this alternative, but the 
pipeline installation would then fully comply with the original under-

standing by the City. Further, the City considered the environmental 
effects of the pipeline with the 20' set back. This alternative 
would also have the effect of helping to assuage the homeowners fears. 

2} Take no a"etion. From all that staff can learn, and in the 
professional opinion of those qualified, the pipeline is as safe as 
is possible. Underground shipment of flammable gases by pipeline is 
the safest method, and the pipeline being constructed is far and above 
the mini.mum construction requirements and safety regulations. The 
pipeline is being constructed on private property with the permission 
of the landowner. 

3) Re uire Mobil to renew their a plication, and thus renew 
the envirorunenta review process. If Mobil would be wil i.ng to do 
this voluntarily, it would set the project back several months, and 
would perhaps result in the preparation of a full E.I.R. It is doubt~ 
ful if any new information would come to light. The investigation 
done for the original pipeline applications, and for the June 11, 1981 
meeting~ seem to confirm that the basic information has already been 
discovered and considered. A serious problem exists in regard to the 
City's right to hold up the project, in the event Mobil refuses to 
voluntarily submit to this new requirement. The City could attempt 
to revoke the LICENSE or suspend the construction permits. In that 
event, the question becomes one of the legal right to Mobil to proceed. 
That is, whether they have a vest~d right to build at this point. 
The rule, generally speaking, is that one must have a valid permit, 
and have commenced meaningful construction. Mobil claims to have 
done both of those things. Only a court of law could determine for 
certain. 
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4} Re ire Mobil to move the north side of the 

right-of-way adJacent tote commercia area or .to a street sue as 
190th. These two alternatives were suggestions of the homeowners group. 
Needless to say, any hazard which might exist from this pipeline would 
then be presented to a large number of people in the commercial areas, 
and if located in the street, would expose travelers to the hazard. 
Further, if the pipeline were installed in the street, it would be sub
ject to the weight and effect of vehicles traveling over it, and to the 
periodic excavation of the street. With the pipeline in the Edison 
Company right-of-way as proposed, it is located a distance away from 
property_lines, streets and sidewalks for the greater part of its length. 
The City's right to enforce this alternative lies in its ability to 
revoke the LICENSE, or the construction permits, as mentioned above. 

5) Revoke the License and Construction Permits , and refuse Mobil 
the right to proceed with the pipeline. As mentioned above, this 
alternative depends on the City's right to revoke the permits and license 
If in fact Mobil has a vested right to build, the City could not revoke 
the permits merely because the City has changed its mind. It would be 
necessary for the City to either find a default in the terms of the 25 
year LICENSE which has been granted, or to find that a nuisance exists. 
The terms of the license provide that most any default is curable, so 
there are not many absolute reasons for revocation. It is doubtful if 
a revocation of the license at this time could be enforced. For the City 
to make a showing that the pipeline is a nuisance, it would be necessary 
to show that there are distinct safety hazards connected with the in
stallation or operation of the pipeline. 

It is doubtful if this could be shown, given the facts known to the 
City now concerning the safety cf the pipeline installation. 

CITY MANAGER'S RECOMMENDATION 

While the City Manager's office concurs with staff's professional 
opinion that the pipeline is as safe as possible, the City Manager 
reconunends another option. In respect for the concerns of the 
n7ig~orhood, the Mobil Oil Corporation should move the proposed 
pipeline 30 ~eet from the property line instead of the original 
20 feet. This would relocate the pipeline an additional 10 feet 
away from the homes; and mitigate the fears of the residents. we 
believe this a practical solution and that we ~re not looking at a 
restricted street and right-of-way but rather an expanse of open 
space. 
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Staff presentations were provided by C.E. Associate 
Perkins and Battalion Chief Haas. There was further input 
and clarification by Building and Safety Director McKinnon, 
City_Manager Ferraro an~ Deputy City Attorney Quale. 

Present, representing Mobil Oil Company, were Messrs. 
Bob Wood and J.B. Goza. A letter and legal brief were 
presented, for the record. The operation of the pipeline 
sytem was described. 

Mayor Armstrong then invited comments from the 
audience. Speakers were: 

Mr. Bob Rush, president, Southwest Park Homeowners 
Association(prepared statement and 
petition with 321 signatures, of record); 

Ms. Ria Speckrneyer, 19126 Firrnona Avenue; 
Mr. Jerry Tenney, 5409 Arvada. 

Concerns expressed were: safety, possible pipeline 
rupture, maintenance problems, electrical transmission line 
dangers; etc. 

Following discussion, Council action was as follows: 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to approve a 20 ft. 
minimum pipeline, subject to a cap on the pressure -- that 
there be a ceiling on the allowable pressure (as determined 
by Staff) and that the City be allowed access to monitor that 
pressure, such documentation to be to the satisfaction of the 
Building and Safety Director. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Rossberg. 

An AMENDMENT TO THE MOTION was offered by Councilman 
Brown to add the following: That there be an automatic shut
down valve when pressure exceeds allowable PSI -- Staff to 
report back as to whether intermediate shutdown valves are 
necessary, and that a plan, in consultation with Southern 
California Edison Company, be submitted as to how they intend 
to dissipate excess energy. 

The above amendment was acceptable to Councilman 
Applegate, maker of the motion, and to Councilman Rossberg 
who seconded the motion. 

The amended motion was unanimously approved by roll 
call vote. 
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It was the request of Councilman Walker that Staff review 
the conditions imposed, and the status of their compliance, on 
the nursery on the Southern California Edison Company propertyw 
as well as the problem of overall maintenance. It was the further 
direction of Mayor Armstrong that the City Attorney examine current 

·ordinances relative to notification. 
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19. MATTERS NOT OTHERWISE CLASSIFIED: 

19a. RESOLUTION RE: Destruction of City Records. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-114 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECT
ING THE CITY CLERK TO DESTROY CERTAIN 
UNNEEDED CITY RECORDS AND DOCUMENTS 

WITHOUT MAKING COPIES THEREOF 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 81-114. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Walker; roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

19b. RESOLUTION re: Destruction of City Records (Vouchers). 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-115 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TO~RANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECT
ING THE CITY CLERK TO DESTROY CERTAIN 
UNNEEDED CITY RECORDS AND DOCUMENTS 

WITHOUT MAKING COPIES THEREOF 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
81-115. His motion was seconded by Councilman Rossberg, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

20. CONSENT CALENDAR: 

20a. RENEWAL OF CONTRACT for Continued Participation with 
City of Los Angeles in Police "Want Warrant" Communica
tion System - Anticipated Annual Expenditure: $16,500.00. 

RECOMMENDATION OF STAFF: 
That Council authorize Torrance's continuing participa
tion on this program for another year with an annual 
expenditure expected to be $16,500.00. 

20b. AWARD OF CONTRACT - Purchase of Mobile Radios for Transit 
System on "Cooperative Purchase Contract" with Los 
Angeles County. Expenditure: $13,920.25. 
Funding: 1979/80 Budgeted SB 325 Funds. 

RECOMMENDATION OF STAFF: 
That Council author i ze the purchase of these new 800 
MHz radios (and test components) for the City's Transit 
System (utilizing a "Cooperative Purchase Contract" with 
Los Angeles County) , from the Motorola Communications 
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and Electronics Company, in the total amount of 
$13,920.25, including tax. 

20c. CIVIC CENTER LIGHTING SYSTEM. 

RECOMMENDATION OF DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION: 
That the project be accepted as completed and the 
amended final contract amount be approved and 
payment made to Phoenix Electric. Additionally, 
we recommend the costs incurred by the Park and 
Recreation Department be deducted from the amount 
owed the Contractor and reimbursed to them. 

20d. AWARD OF CONTRACT - For Preparing and Repainting 
Torrance Civi c Center Buildings. Ref. Bid BBl-39. 
Expenditure: $22,000.00 

RECOMMENDATION OF STAFF: 
That Council award the contract for the required 
Civic Center repainting project to the Parker 
Painting Company of Hermosa Beach in the total 
amount of $22,000.00. 

22e. AWARD OF CONTRACT - Purchase of a Replacement 12,000 LB. 
Heavy Equipment Trailer - (Ref. Bid BBl-37) 
Expenditure: $6,835.94 

RECOMMENDATION OF STAFF: . 
That your Honorable Body award a contract for the 
required replacement trailer to the Case Underground 
Equipment Company of Brea, California (determined to 
be the low responsible bidder) for a Zieman Trailer 
which does meet specification requirements in the 
amount of $6,835.94 including tax. 

20f. PARAMEDIC EQUIPMENT FUND. 

RECOMMENDATION OF FIRE CHIEF/PARAMEDIC COORDINATOR: 
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That sufficient f und s be appropr i a ted f rom the donated 
Paramedic Equipment Fund to purchase three (3) aspirators 
at a price of $1255.00, including tax, from Armstrong 
Industries, Inc. It is recommended that of the several 
units available, the Laerdal Suction Unit be purchased 
as the Fire Department judges that this unit best meets 
its needs. 

It is further suggested that all identifiable donors 
be notified of the distribution of the funds through a 
Fire Department letter. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with Staff 
recommendations on agenda items 20a, 20b, 20c, 20d, 20e and 
20f. His motion, seconded by Councilman Brown, was unanimously 
approved by roll call vote. 
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21 . ADDENDUM ITEM: 

21a. SIGN REQUEST - Lions Club. 

See Page 3. 

22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

22a. City Manager Ferraro expressed appreciation to the "Mobil 
Oil Pipeline Team" for their fine efforts in this difficult 
matter. 

22b. Battalion Chief Haas advised that the Torrance Fire 
Department is participating with a Strike Team for the fires 
in the Riverside County area. 

22c. Councilman Applegate noted a recent publication by the 
Friends of Madrona Marsh with reference to recent Council 
action regarding the Marsh funding and his negative vote --
Mr. Applegate deemed this "totally misleading," in that the 
vote was whether there be a resolution or a letter; the fact 
of the matter being that all the Council was in total support 
of seeking the funds but opinions differed on how it was sought. 
Councilman Rossberg supporteG these comments. 

22d. Mayor Armstrong requested Staff review regarding side 
medians along Pacific Coast Highway and needed improvement 
thereof. 

22e. The problem of idling RTD buses in the Court House yard -
destination: Hollywood Bowl -- was noted by Mayor Armstrong, 
with the direction that Staff check out the possible use of 
the Recreation Center area for this purpose. 

22f. Mrs. Georgean Griswold, representing Friends of the 
Madrona Marsh, advised that they have been asked to relocate 
their sign now located on the northeast corner of Madrona and 
Sepulveda -- relocation on City property across the street 
was requested. 

Further review was requested by Building and Safety 
Director McKinnon -- consideration must be given to vandalism, 
accessibility, structural concerns, viable locations, etc. 

MOTION: Councilwoman Geissert moved that the Council 
direct Building and Safety Director McKinnon to work with 
the Friends of Madrona Marsh toward finding a suitable 
location and conditions for relocating the sign -- this 
matter to be returned to Council. The motion was seconded 
by Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 
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22g. Mayor Armstrong noted the reque s t o f City Clerk Nelson 
that interviews for the Civil Service Conunission vacancy be 
held in conjunction with those for the Disaster Council. 
There were no objections, and it was so ordered . 

22h. Additional clarification pertaining to agenda item 17a -
the Mobil Oil Pipeline - was given to citizens Sue Baker, 
Bob Rush (who expressed the homeowners' preference for the 
30 ft. distance), Murray Powell, 5503 Arvada Street, and 
Ms. Speckmeyer. 

It was the direction of the Council that Mobil Oil be 
advised first thing tomorrow morning regarding Council action 
taken this date. 

14a. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 9:15 P.M. the Council recessed for an Executive 
Session re: hours, wages and working conditions, returning 
at 9:50 P.M. to take the following action: 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-116 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE SETTING FORTH CERTAIN 
CHANGES REGARpING EMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION 
FOR CERTAIN MANAGEMENT EMPLOYEES AMENDING 

RESOLUTION NO. 80-156 

Councilman Applegate moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 81-116. His motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

* * * * * * 

The meeting was regularly adjourned at 9:51 P.M . - 
adjournment was in memory of Mr. Rudy Gallucci. 

Ava Cripe 
Minute Secretary 

* * * * * * 
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