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May 5, 1981

MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL

OPENING CEREMONIES:

i B CALL TO ORDER:

The Torrance City Council convened in an Adjourned
Regular Meeting on Tuesday, May 5, 1981, at 4:30 P.M. in
the Council Chambers at Torrance City Hall.

2 ROLL CALL:
Present: Councilmembers Brown, Geissert,
Rossberg, Walker, Wilson and Mayor Armstrong. Absent:

Councilman Applegate (out of town).

Also present: City Manager Ferraro and Staff
representatives.

* * * *x *x *

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

At 4:31 the Council recessed for the purposed of an
Executive Session re: hours, wages and working conditions,
returning to its agenda at 5:55 P.M.

*x % % * % *

33 FLAG SALUTE:

Civil Service Administrator Ghio led in the salute
to the flag.

4. INVOCATION:

Reverend George Johnson, Cathedral of Life Church,
provided the invocation.

O APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Councilwoman Geissert moved to approve the minutes
of March 31, 1981, as recorded. Her motion was seconded
by Councilman Walker, and roll call vote was unanimously
favorable (Councilman Applegate absent).
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MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING:

Councilman Brown moved that after the City Clerk has

assigned a number and read title to any resolution or
ordinance on tonight's agenda, the further reading thereof
be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember
the right to demand the reading of any such resolution or
ordinance in regular order. The motion was seconded by
Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was unanimously
favorable (Councilman Applegate absent).

7

8.

8a.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS:

Employee Relations:
May 7th - 5:30 P.M.cancelled - New date to be announced.

COMMUNITY MATTERS:

PRESENTATION TO MAYOR ARMSTRONG.

A presentation of a set of minature flags and a citation

in recognition of Mayor Armstrong's services to the Voice of
Democracy Program, Youth Group, of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars (Lomita Post 1622) was made, with grateful acceptance by

the Mayor.
8b. PROCLAMATION - "Municipal Clerk's Week" - May 10-16, 1981.
8c. PROCLAMATION - "Hospital Week" - May 10-16, 1981.
8d. PROCLAMATION - "Correct Posture Month" - May 1981.
8e. PROCLAMATION -"Medical Assistant's Week" -
May 11-15, 1981.

8f. PROCLAMATION - "“Juuth Week" - First Week of May 198l1.

So proclaimed by Mayor Armstrong.
9. LIBRARY/PARK AND RECREATION MATTERS:
9a. DONATION FROM VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS, LOMITA POST

NO. 1622 for the Bartlett Senior Citizens Center.

RECOMMENDATION OF PARK AND RECREATION DIRECTOR:

1. That your Honorable Body accept this generous donation
from the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Lomita Post No. 1622;
appropriate it for the Bartlett Senior Citizen Center; and
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2. That a letter be sent to the Veterans of Foreign
Wars, Lomita Post No. 1622, on behalf of the
City acknowledging our appreciation for their
donation.

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to concur with the
above stated recommendation of the Park and Recreation
Director. His motion was seconded by Councilman Brown;
roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Applegate
absent). . B

10. TRANSPORTATION/PUBLIC WORKS MATTERS:

10a. RESOLUTION authorizing the submittal of a Minority
Business Enterprise Program to the U.S. Department
of Transportation.

RESOLUTION NO. 81-68

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR

OF TRANSPORTATION TO SUBMIT THE ATTACHED
MINORITY BUSINESS ENTERPRISE PROGRAM TO

THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution
No. 81-68. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Brown, and
roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Applegate
absent).

10b. RESOLUTION re: Dominguez Water Corporation Franchise.

RESOLUTION NO. 81-69

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF TORRANCE DECLARING ITS INTENTION
TO AWARD DOMINGUEZ WATER CORPORATION A
FRANCHISE TO CONSTRUCT, LAY, OPERATE AND
MAINTAIN WATER PIPELINES IN THE CITY OF
TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, AND PROVIDING FOR

THE PUBLICATION OF NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

THEREON

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution
No. 81-69. His motion was seconded by Councilman Brown, and
roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Applegate
absent) .
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12. PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS:

12a. 3 RESOLUTIONS granting an appeal and issuing a
Conditional Use Permit to allow the conversion of
an apartment building to condominiums.

RESOLUTION NO. 81-58

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF TORRANCE GRANTING AN APPEAL AND
ISSUING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO ALLOW
THE CONVERSION OF AN APARTMENT BUILDING TO
CONDOMINIUMS WHICH HAD FORMERLY BEEN
APPROVED FOR CONVERSION TO STOCK COOPERATIVES,
CONSISTING OF 105 UNITS IN THE C-2 ZONE AT
23925 LADEENE STREET
CUP 80-65, CAPITOL V, INCORPORATED

Councilman Brown moved for the adoption of Resolution No.
81-58. His motion was seconded by Councilman Rossberg, and
carried, with roll call vote as follows:

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Brown, Rossberg, Walker;
Mayor Armstrong.
NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Geissert, Wilson.
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate.

RESOLUTION NO. 81-59

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF TORRANCE GRANTING AN APPEAL AND

ISSUING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO ALLOW

THE CONVERSION OF AN APARTMENT BUILDING TO

CONDOMINIUMS WHICH HAD FORMERLY BEEN APPROVED

FOR CONVERSION TO STOCK COOPERATIVES, CONSIST-

ING OF 148 UNITS IN THE R-3 ZONE ON PROPERTY

LOCATED AT 23930 OCEAN AVENUE - CUP 80-67
CAPITOL V, INCORPORATED

Councilman Brown moved for the adoption of Resolution No.
81-59. His motion was seconded by Councilman Rossberg, and
carried, with roll call vote as follows:

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Brown, Rossberg, Walker;
Mayor Armstrong.
NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Geissert, Wilson.
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate

RESOLUTION NO. 81-60

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF TORRANCE GRANTING AN APPEAL AND
ISSUING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO ALLOW

THE CONVERSION OF AN APARTMENT BUILDING TO
CONDOMINIUMS, WHICH HAD FORMERLY BEEN APPROVED

4, City Council
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FOR CONVERSION TO STOCK COOPERATIVES,

CONSISTING OF 47 UNITS IN THE R-3 ZONE

ON PROPERTY LOCATED AT 23930 LOS CODONA

AVENUE - CUP 80-66 - CAPITOL VI,
INCORPORATED

Councilman Brown moved for the adoption of Resolution
No. 81-60. His motion, seconded by Councilman Rossberg,
carried, with roll call vote as follows:

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Brown, Rossberg, Walker;
Mayor Armstrong
NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Geissert, Wilson.
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate.

It was noted by Mayor Armstrong that his affirmative
vote on the above resolutions is for the reason that this
was a true and correct action of the Council and in no way
indicates a "change of heart."

12b. ORDINANCE re: Continuation of Parking Moratorium.

ORDINANCE NO. 3007

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF TORRANCE CONTINUING A MORATORIUM

ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF OFF-STREET

PARKING FACILITIES WHICH CHARGE A FEE

OR CONTROL PARKING, AND DECLARING THE
PRESENCE OF AN EMERGENCY

Councilman Brown moved for the adoption of Emergency
Ordinance No. 3007 at its first and only reading. His motion
was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was
unanimously favorable (Councilman Applegate absent).

12c. TWO ORDINANCES re: Industrial and Commercial Condominiums
Moratorium.

ORDINANCE NO. 3008

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, IMPOSING A
MORATORIUM ON THE CONVERSION OF COMMERCIAL
OR INDUSTRIAL RENTAL PROPERTIES, OR UNITS,
TO CONDOMINIUM, STOCK COOPERATIVES OR OTHER
SIMILAR FORMS OF TENANT OWNERSHIP, AND
DECLARING THE PRESENCE OF AN EMERGENCY

55 City Council
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Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of
Emergency Ordinance No. 3008 at its first and only
reading. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Brown,
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman
Applegate absent).

ORDINANCE NO. 3009

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, IMPOSING A
MORATORIUM ON THE CONSTRUCTION OF COM-
MERCIAL OR INDUSTRIAL CONDOMINIUMS,
STOCK COOPERATIVES OR OTHER SIMILAR
FORMS OF TENANT OWNERSHIP, AND DECLARING
THE PRESENCE OF AN EMERGENCY

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Emergency
Ordinance No. 3009 at its first and only reading. Her motion
was seconded by Councilman Brown, and roll call vote was
unanimously favorable (Councilman Applegate absent).

13. ENVIRONMENTAL/BUILDING AND SAFETY MATTERS:

13a. EXTRA ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES. (Police Facilities)

RECOMMENDATION OF BUILDING AND SAFETY DIRECTOR:

That the professional contract between H. Wendall
Mounce A.I.A. and Associates, and the City of

Torrance, be amended to show an increase of $7,700.10
to cover the extra architectural services necessary for
the pricing and revised construction.

MOTION: Councilman Brown moved to concur with the
-ve stated recommendation of the Building and Safety
LD.rector. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert;
roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman
Applegate absent).

13b. ORDINANCE RE: Refuse Dumping.

ORDINANCE NO. 3010

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING SECTION 43.1.8

OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE MAKING IT A

VIOLATION TO DUMP TRASH IN ANOTHER PERSON'S
TRASH CONTAINER.

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the approval of Ordinance
No. 3010 at its first reading. Her motion was seconded by Council-
man Rossberg, and carried, as follows:
AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Brown, Geissert, Rossberg,
Wilson; Mayor Armstrong
NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Walker (unnecssary legislation)
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate.

6. City Council
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15. HEARINGS :

15a. PP 81-3, MARY AND BILLY GRAY. Appeal of Planning
Commission denial of a Precise Plan to construct a
two-car garage and waiver of the required Front
Yard Setback Requirement in the Hillside Overlay
District in the R-1 zone at 4076 Bluff Street.

An Affidavit of Publication was presented by City Clerk
Nelson, and it was ordered filed, there being no objection.

Mayor Armstrong announced that this was the time and
place for the subject public hearing, and, following presenta-
tion by Planning Associate Woodward and Council discussion,
invited comments from the audience.

The proponent, Mr. Bill Gray, 1115 - 17th Street,
Hermosa Beach, noted the economic factors surrounding
his request, design considerations, safety factors and
the possible creation of a "cement canyon", comparisons
made with other streets in the area, etc. Mr. Gray deemed
his situation a unique one, and at questions posed by the
Council, stipulated to an automatic garage door opener
and to a vertical roll-top door that would not swing out
into the street.

There being no one else present who wished to be heard,
Councilman Brown moved that the hearing be closed. His motion
was seconded by Councilman Rossberg, and roll call vote was
unanimously favorable (Councilman Applegate absent).

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to grant the subject
appeal and to approve PP 81-3, subject to all Staff conditionms,
with the following added conditions:

That there be an automatic garage door opener;

That the garage door not swing over public
property; and

That no part of the garage should sit on public
property; this matter to be to the
satisfaction of the City Engineer.

The motion was seconded by Councilman Rossberg, and
carried, with roll call vote as follows:

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Brown, Rossberg, Walker;
Mayor Armstrong.
NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Geissert, Wilson.
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate.

T s City Council
May 5, 1981

97




98
It was the comment of Councilwoman Geissert that at
the time of the lot split she had favored two lots,
instead of the three which were approved, feeling this
would be more workable —-- the anticipated difficulties
have now materialized in this case, in her opinion.

It was pointed out by Acting City Engineer Bourbonnais that
were vacation required, this would have to be handled as a
separate but related item at a later date -- this understanding
was affirmed by the Council.

At the request of Mayor Armstrong, City Clerk Nelson
assigned a number and read title to:

RESOLUTION NO. 81-73

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING A
PRECISE PLAN OF DEVELOPMENT TO ALLOW THE
CONSTRUCTION OF A TWO-CAR GARAGE AND
WAIVER OF THE REQUIRED FRONT YARD SETBACK
IN THE HILLSIDE OVERLAY DISTRICT IN THE
R-1 ZONE ON PROPBRTY LOCATED AT 4076
BLUFF STREET, PP 81-3, MARY & BILLY GRAY

Councilman Brown moved for the adoption of Resolution No.
81-73, as modified by above stated conditions. His motion
was seconded by Councilman Walker, and carried, with roll
call vote as follows:

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Brown, Rossberg, Walker;
Mayor Armstrong.
NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Geissert, Wilson.
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate.

* * % % *x %

8. City Council
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15b. ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL of ERB Determination to
grant a Negative Declaration for EA 81-9, City
of Torrance proposal to construct a 20,000 square
foot bus maintenance facility in the M-2 zone,
north of Civic Center between Maple Avenue and
Madrona Avenue.

An Affidavit of Publication was presented by City
Clerk Nelson, and it was ordered filed, there being no
objections. B

Mayor Armstrong announced that this was the time and
place for the subject continued public hearing, and, fol-
lowing input by Planning Associate Bihn, invited comments
from the audience.

Representing Friedman Brothers, owners of the
property for the proposed project and surrounding property,
Attorney Jerrold Fadem, 501 Santa Monica Boulevard, Santa
Monica, stated that there are substantial environmental
impacts involving the proposed project: noise, traffic,
air pollution, hazardous materials, plus the matter of
public controversy. Further, per Mr. Fadem, there are
alternatives which have not been adequately considered.
Mr. Fadem then elaborated on each of these concerns, and
stated this project deserves an Environmental Impact
Report; a Negative Declaration, with the presence of so
many potential impacts, is not likely to survive review.

Mr. John Goff, representing Boise Cascade, described
their paper storage facilities; the proposed welding
operation could prove hazardous to this valuable paper
supply -- their proposed expansion could also be hindered
by a bus facility.

The following speakers likewise urged that an Environ-
mental Impact Report be provided: Monte Sternquist, 20921
Madrona (another major concern is the opening of the street
in the vicinity of the facility; further discussion is
needed) ; and Ms. Jane Looper, 20817 Madrona Avenue.

There being no one else present who wished to be hearqd,
Councilman Brown moved that the hearing be closed. His
motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll call
vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Applegate absent).

Council discussion ensued —-- reviewed were the
mechanics of EIR preparation, including the time factor;
pending decisions regarding the project itself; etc.

It was the suggestion of City Attorney Remelmeyer that
the best course of action might be to continue the hearing
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for one week, at which time the Resolution of Necessity

to Condemn would be before the Council -- if it is decided
not to go forward with the project, the EIR would then

be killed completely. Should that motion fail, per

Mr. Remelmeyer, then the Council could consider the
guestion of the EIR prior to the time of adoption of

the Resolution of Necessity.

MOTION: Councilman Rossberg moved to concur with the
above stated suggestion of the City Attorney. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Brown, and roll call vote was
unanimously favorable (Councilman Applegate absent).

Mayor Armstrong addressed the expressed concerns of
the residents regarding the planned new street in the
subject area, and requested that this matter be considered
as a separate item on a future agenda, preceded by a
"town hall" type meeting with residents and Staff.

15¢c. TT 41643, FAB Industries.

Held over for Redevelopment Agency meeting of
May 12, 1981.

15d. APPEAL BY CLAUD L. FISHER of the Denial of his Request
for Disability Retirement.

Procedures to be followed in this consideration were
outlined by City Attorney Remelmeyer.

* % * * % %k % *

At this point in the meeting, Mayor Armstrong ordered
a 10-minute recess, the hour being 7:43 P.M.

% % % *x % *x %

On resumption of the meeting, formal presentations were
made by, first, Workers' Compensation Analyst Ruiz,on behalf
of the City; and, secondly, by Attorney Michael Roberts, on
behalf of appellant Claud Fisher. Rebuttals were likewise
made by these two representatives.

A desire for continuance was indicated by the Council --
references have been made to on-the-job problems and pressures,
harassment, films, and hearing testimony -- material on these
issues has not been made available to the Council.

MOTION: Councilman Brown moved to continue Item 15d
to May 19, 1981, a 5:30 P.M. meeting. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Rossberg, and approval was unanimous
(Councilman Applegate absent).

(It was affirmed that the employee requested a continuation
of his personal leave of absence.) City Council

10. May 5, 1981




18- SECOND READING ORDINANCES.

18a. ORDINANCE NO. 3006.

ORDINANCE NO. 3006

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING SECTION 93.4.20

AND ADDING SECTION 95.3.39 TO THE TORRANCE

MUNICIPAL CODE TO REQUIRE A CONDITIONAL

USE PERMIT TO IMPLEMENT RESTRICTIONS OF
PARKING SPACE USE

Councilman Brown moved for the adoption of Ordinance
No. 3006 at its second and final reading. His motion was
seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, and carried, with roll
call vote as follows:

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Brown, Geissert, WwWalker,
Wilson; Mayor Armstrong.
NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Rossberg.
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate.

20. CONSENT CALENDAR:

20a. RENEWAL OF CONTRACT for the Rental of Bus Mileage
Tires for the Torrance Transit System.
Ref. Bid #B78-7 Expenditure: $30,000.00 per year.

RECOMMENDATION OF STAFF:

That in accordance with contract renewal option provision
in our contract, that Council authorize the renewal of
our contract for BUS RENTAL MILEAGE TIRES with the
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company for a period of two
additional years "as specified" for the anticipated
annual amount of $30,000.00.

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to concur with the above
stated Staff recommendation on agenda item 20a. His motion was
seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was
unanimously favorable (Councilman Applegate absent).

* % * % * * * *x %

At 8:30 P.M. the Council recessed and reconvened as the
Redevelopment Agency, returning to its agenda at 8:31 P.M.

x * * *x *x *x *x % %
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21. ADDENDUM ITEM:

2la. DISCUSSION PAPER REGARDING THE NEED FOR INCREASED
REVENUES FOR STREETS AND HIGHWAYS AND SUPPORT OF
SB 215 AND OPPOSITION TO AB 950.

Staff presentation was provided by Acting City Engineer
Bourbonnais.

MOTION: <ouncilman Brown moved to concur with Staff's
recommendation: adoption of two resolutions -- one in
support of SB 215 and the other in opposition to AB 950.

The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, and
carried, with roll call vote as follows:

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Brown, Geissert, Rossberg,
Wilson; Mayor Armstrong.
NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Walker.
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate. .

RESOLUTION NO. 81-74

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF TORRANCE URGING THE CALIFORNIA
STATE LEGISLATURE TO PROVIDE INCREASED
REVENUES FOR CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE
OF STATE HIGHWAYS, COUNTY ROADS AND CITY
STREETS BY ENACTMENT INTO LAW SB 215

Councilman Brown moved for the adoption of Resolution
No. 81-74. His motion, seconded by Councilwoman Geissert,
carried, with roll call vote as follows:

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Brown, Geissert, Rossberg,
Wilson; Mayor Armstrong.
NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Walker.
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate.

RESOLUTION NO. 81-75

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF TORRANCE URGING THE CALIFORNIA
STATE LEGISLATURE TO REJECT AB 950

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution
No. 81-75. His motion was seconded by Councilman Brownj;
roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman
Applegate absent).

12. City Council
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22, ORAL, COMMUNICATIONS:

22a. Councilwoman Geissert announced the YWCA Awards:
Georgean Griswold, Charlotte Lobb, Peggy Garnier, Frances
Limbird and Sister Damien were all recipients, and
congratulations are in order.

22b. Councilwoman Geissert announced that the annual
Bunka Sai will be held on May 30th and 31st.

22c. Councilman hossberg reviewed the forthcoming activities
for Armed Forces Day and the 10K Run.

22d. Councilman Walker requested a report from Staff regard-
ing the usage of iron bars for window and door protection.

22e. Mayor Armstrong noted communication from GERM (Green
Earth Recycling Movement) regarding a recycling center, and
requested that Staff process same.

At 8:45 P.M. the Councdil recessed for an Executive
Session, returning at 9:15 P.M. No action was taken.

At 9:16 P.M. Councilman Wilson moved to adjourn to
6:00 P.M. on Tuesday, May 12, 1981. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Brown, and roll call vote was
unanimously favorable (Councilman Applegate absent).

* * % * % *
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