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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

April 7, 1981 

The Torrance City Council convened in a Regular 
Meeting on Tuesday, April 7, 1981, at 5:30 P.M. in 
the Council Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2 . ROLL CALL: 

Present: Councilmembers Applegate, Geissert, 
Rossberg, Walker, Wilson and Mayor Armstrong. 
Councilman Brown arrived at 5:45 P.M. Absent: None. 

Also present: City Manager Ferraro and Staff 
representatives. 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

Mr. Lawrence Gittschier led in the salute to the 
flag. 

4. INVOCATION: 

Reverend George Detar, St. Andrew's Episcopal 
Church, provided the invocation for the meeting. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Councilman Applegate moved to approve the minutes 
of March 10, 1981, as recorded. His motion was seconded 
by Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable (Councilman Brown had not yet arrived at the 
meeting) . 
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6. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Applegate moved that after the City Clerk 
has assigned a number and read title to any resolution or 
ordinance on tonight's agenda, the further reading thereof 
be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember 
the right to demand the reading of any such resolution or 
ordinance in regular order. The motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable (Councilman Brown had not yet arrived at the 
meeting). 

7. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

Public Safety: 
April 8th at 4:00 P.M. 

Employee Relations: 
April 9th at 5:00 P.M. 

8. COMMUNITY MATTERS: 

Ba. RECOGNITION OF 1981 COMMUNITY COLLEGE STATE 
BASKETBALL CHAMPIONS. 

In recognition of their being the 1981 Community 
College State Champions, tile plaques were presented 
members of the El Camino Community College Basketball 
Team by Councilman Rossberg and Mayor Armstrong, with 
the congratulations of the Council for this achievement. 

Sb. RECOGNITION OF EVELYN CARR AND KEN RUFFELL. 
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Certificates of Appreciation were presented Ms. Evelyn 
Carr and Mr. Ken Ruffell by Mayor Armstrong, in recognition 
of their service on the Downtown Torrance Project Area 
Committee -- these two founding members are leaving the 
Committee after some three years of dedicated service. 

(Councilman Brown arrived at this point in the 
meeting, the hour being 5:45 P.M.) 

8c. RESOLUTION commending Judge John A. Shidler. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-45 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE COMMENDING JUDGE JOHN A. 
SHIDLER, UPON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIRE­
MENT, FOR HIS YEARS OF PUBLIC SERVICE AS 

A JUDGE IN THE SOUTH BAY AREA 

2. City Council 
April 7, 1981 



22 
Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of 

Resolution No. 81-45. Her motion, seconded by Councilman 
Wilson, was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

8d. RECOGNITION OF COUNCILMAN DONALD E. WILSON FOR HIS 
SERVICE ON THE SOUTH COAST REGIONAL COASTAL COMMISSION. 

See Page 6. 

10. TRANSPORTATION/PUBLIC WORKS MATTERS: 

10a. HYDROELECTRIC POWER GENERATION STATION FEASIBILITY 
STUDY. 

RECOMMENDATION OF WATER DEPARTMENT/WATER COMMISSION: 
That the City: 
1. Submit Request for Proposal (RFP) to selected 

well qualified engineering firms to prepare a 
comprehensive feasibility study for the proposed 
hydroelectric power generation station, and 

2. Appropriate $20,000 from the Water Revenue Fund 
to conduct this ~tudy. 

Staff presentation was made by Water System Manager 
Borgwat. 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to concur with the 
above stated recommendation of the Water Commission and 
Water Department. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Applegate, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

10b. CONSTRUCTION OF PORTLAND CEMENT CONCRETE IMPROVEMENTS 
IN VARIOUS LOCATIONS. (BBl-17). 

RECOMMENDATION OF ENGINEERING STAFF: 
That contract be awarded to J.T. Garza Construction, 
Inc., and all other bids be rejected. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with the 
above stated recommendation of the Engineering Department. His 
motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert; roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable. 
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10c. RESOLUTION OF INTENTION - Weed Abatement Program, 
1981. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-46 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE DECLARING THAT WEEDS 
GROWING UPON AND IN FRONT OF CERTAIN 
PRIVATE PROPERTIES IN THE CITY ARE A 
SEASONAL AND RECURRENT NUISANCE, AND 
DECLARING ITS INTENTION TO PROVIDE FOR 

THE ABATEMENT THEREOF 
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Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 81-46. Her motion, seconded by Councilman Walker, was 
unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

12. PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 

12a. RESOLUTION authorizing retention of Jones and Stokes 
Associates, Inc. to prepare an EIR for Hillside 
Village Projects. (ZC 80-15, V 80-7 and CUP 80-83) • 

. RESOLUTION NO. 81-4 7 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, AUTHORIZING 
AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO 
EXECUTE THAT CERTAIN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
CITY AND JONES AND STOKES ASSOCIATES, INC., 
FOR PREPARATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

REPORT 

Councilman Applegate moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 81-47. His motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

14 . PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

14a. RESOLUTION re: Contract Amendments for Title IV Youth 
Programs. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-48 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING 
THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND 
ATTEST AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONTRACTS 
BETWEEN THE CITY AND THE TORRANCE UNIFIED 
SCHOOL DISTRICT, AND THE SOUTH BAY YOUTH 
SERVICE CENTER UNDER TITLE IV OF CETA 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution ~ 
No. 81-48. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson; roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

4. City Council 
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14b. RESOLUTION RE: Extension of State CETA Contract. 

RESOLUTION NO. 81-49 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECT­
ING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE 
AND ATTEST AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONTRACT 
BETWEEN THE CITY AND THE SOUTH BAY YOUTH 
SERVICE CENTER UNDER TITLE IV STATE CETA 

FUNDS 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 81-49. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

15. HEARINGS: 

15a. GPA 80-5, Calprop Corporation. 

See Page 7. 

17. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

17a. EXECUTIVE SESSION re: Litigation, and Wages, Hours 
and Working Conditions. 

See Page 11. 

17b. LEASING OF CITY-OWNED LAND by Watt Industries, Inc. 
for a Storage Facility for Construction Equipment 
and Supplies. 

See Page 8. 

19. MATTERS NOT OTHERWISE CLASSIFIED: 

19a. WORD PROCESSING EQUIPMENT - Legal Department. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ATTORNEY: 
That the Council authorize the Legal Department to 
lease one (1) Royal 7000 Word Processing System on 
a trial basis at the rate of $350.00 per month for 
three months, and that you hereby appropriate from 
the Reserve for Contingencies of the General Fund the 
amount of $1,263.00 for this purpose. This amount includes 
$213.00 which will cover shipping, delivery, applicable 
taxes and installation charges. 

5 . City Council 
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CITY MANAGER'S NOTE: 
This request is considered to be a change in service 

level above the amount budgeted. If your Honorable 
Body concurs in the recommendation, the City Attorney 
will prepare budget requests to continue the program 
in future years. 

The evaluation and selection process was assisted 
by the Data Processing Manager. The needed service 
cannot be provided by our existing equipment. We are 
continuing to explore options for enhancing our word 
processing needs in the most efficient way possible. 

SUPPLEMENTAL ITEM: 
Per City Manager Ferraro: 
The trial program in the Attorney's office would 
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not present a conflict with other word processing 
activities. However, if the system in the City Manager's 
office works well, there will be some incompatabilities 
between the two systems. Consideration should be made 
at this time towards Citywide standardizations of word 
processing equipment. 

CITY MANAGER'S NOTE: 
The City Manager would take a stronger position 

against a series of diversified word processing 
systems if we were more confident of the computer 
tied system, but we have recently had problems with 
our computer management operation and have not completed 
a trial period. 

Desired clarification was provided by Data Processing 
Manager Sharp. 

Discussion ensued the Council expressed concerns 
regarding the ramifications presented by the department-by­
department approach, the need for coordination, etc. It was 
the consensus of the Council that this item be held for two 
weeks in order to bring all the elements together. 

The Council now returned to: 

8d. RECOGNITION OF COUNCILMAN DONALD E. WILSON for his 
service on the South Coast Regional Coastal Commission. 

This presentation was made by Mr. Henry Weda, Councilman, 
City of Yorba Linda and current president of the Southern 
California Association of Governments -- this special award to 

6. City Council 
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Dr. Wilson for his service on the South Coast Regional 
Coastal Commission, as SCAG's representative, for some 
eight years. Dr. Wilson's dedicated efforts and untiring 
service were commended -- deplored was the unfortunate 
publicity surrounding these efforts, later disproved by 
the finding of the State Attorney General that "there 
was no evidence of any wrongdoing." This presentation 
then, per Mr. Weda, is to show the respect of SCAG for Dr. 
Don Wilson and his valuable contribution on the South 
Coast Regional Coastal Commission. There was grateful 
acceptance by Dr. Wilson. 

Councilman Walker expressed appreciation to Mr. Weda 
for the manner in which this matter was handled. Mayor 
Armstrong added that there was never any doubt in Torrance 
as to the outcome of this affair; SCAG has managed the 
affair with dignity and with concern for commitment to 
public service. A like dignity maintained by Dr. Wilson 
was also commended by the Mayor. 

The Council now returned to: 

15. HEARINGS: 

15a. REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF A GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT 
changing the designation of property at 4600 Merrill 
Street from public/quasi-public/open space to low 
density residential - GPA 80-5, CALPROP CORPORATION. 
PLANNING COMMISSION AND PLANNING DEPARTMENT RECOMMEND 
APPROVAL. 

An Affidavit of Publication was presented by City 
Clerk Nelson, and it was ordered filed, there being no 
objection. 

Mayor Armstrong announced that this was the time and 
place for the subject public hearing, and inquired if anyone 
wished to be heard. There was no response. 

Councilman Applegate moved that the hearing be closed. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Rossberg, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with 
the recommendation of the Planning Commission and Planning 
Department for approval of GPA 80-5. The motion was seconded 
by Councilman Brown, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 
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17. 

17a. 

17b. 

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

See Page 11. 

CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSAL FROM WATT INDUSTRIES, INC. 
TO LEASE CITY-OWNED LAND ON THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF 
VAN NESS AVENUE AND DEL AMO BOULEVARD FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF PROVIDING A STORAGE FACILITY FOR CONSTRUCTION 
EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES. 

RECOMMENDATION OF LAND MANAGEMENT TEAM: 
That your Honorable Body consider the feasibility of 
leasing this City-owned land for the proposed use and 
to direct Staff to start negotiating with Watt 
Industries, Inc. in order to formulate a lease agree­
ment for City Council consideration and approval. 

Mr. Jeff Wallace, counsel for Watt Industries, was 
present to answer any questions. Desired clarification was 
provided the Council. 
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It was the comment of Councilman Applegate that while the 
existing site is presently an eyesore, with a tremendous 
upgrading taking place in the neighborhood, this is not an 
appropriate place for the proposed project and not in the 
best interest of the residents of the area. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved that the subject 
request be DENIED. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Rossberg. 

Council discussion resumed. Reviewed were concerns 
regarding landscaping, traffic, pollution, noise, etc. 
Councilman Walker stated that there would be the possibility 
of greater control over a limited period of time were the 
matter further investigated -- with a total lack of information, 
it is difficult to make a decision. Accordingly, Councilman 
Walker offered the following SUBSTITUTE MOTION: That this 
matter be held for thirty days while Staff entertains dis­
cussions with interested parties in order to obtain answers 
to questions raised. The substitute motion was seconded by 
Councilman Wilson, but FAILED TO CARRY, with roll call vote 
as follows: 

AYES: 
NOES: 

COUNCILMEMBERS: 
COUNCILMEMBERS: 

Walker, Wilson. 
Applegate, Brown, Geissert, 

Rossberg; Mayor Armstrong. 

The MAIN MOTION to DENY the request carried, with roll 
call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate, Brown, Geissert, 
Rossberg; Mayor Armstrong. 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Walker, Wilson. 

8. City Council 
April 7, 1981 
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20. CONSENT CALENDAR: 

20a. REQUEST FOR COUNCIL TO REJECT BIDS FOR MANNED AERIAL 
LIFT. Ref. Bid No. B 81-05. 

RECOMMENDATION OF STAFF: 
That your Honorable Body reject all bids received in 
response to Bid B 81-05 and authorize Staff to rebid 
the requirement. 

20b. AWARD OF CONTRACTS -Re:Furnishing Recreation Program 
Sporting Goods. Ref. Bid #B81-4 Expend~ture: $32,000.00 

RECOMMENDATION OF STAFF: 
That Council award the following contracts to the low 
bidder for each item as follows (per material of record): 
1. To Torrance Sport Shop for 46 of the bid items, in 

the total amount of $5,760.00, including tax. 
2. To Al & Kinney's Sporting Goods of Long Beach for 

31 of the bid items, in the total amount of 
$23,220.00, including tax. 

3. To Kirkland's Sporting Goods for 9 of the bid items, 
in the total amount of $1,600.00, including tax. 

4. To Hammatt & Sons; Inc. for 7 of the bid items, 
in the total amount of $960.00, including tax. 

5. To Sport Fun, Inc., for 6 of the bid items, in the 
total amount of $460.00, including tax. 

20c. COUNCIL AUTHORIZATION TO PARTICIPATE ON A "COOPERATIVE 
PURCHASE PROGRAM" WITH THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY FOR THE 
PURCHASE OF: 

A. Truck and Passenger Car Tires 
B. "Off the Road 11 Tires and Tubes 

Ref. L.A. County Agreement Nos. 43086, 42719, 
43168 and 43085. 

Est. Expenditure: $47,000.00 

RECOMMENDATION OF STAFF: 
That Council authorize Torrance's participation on an 
L.A. County "Cooperative Purchase Program" and approve 
the following annual contracts in the amounts shown for 
the City's Annual Tire Requirements. 

1. To the "Y" Tire Sales, Los Angeles for the purchase 
of certain large truck and certain Steel Belted 
Radial Passenger Car Tires in the total amount of 
$17,000, including tax. Low Bid: GOODYEAR TIRES. 

2. To Daniels Tire Service, Santa Fe Springs, for the 
purchase of certain "Light" Truck and certain 
Conventional Bia.sPly Large Truck Tires and certain 
Steel Belted Radial Passenger Car Tires in the total 
amount of $15,000, including tax. Low Bid: 
GOODYEAR TIRES. 
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3. To B.F. Goodrich Tire Center, Los Angeles, for 
the purchase of "Off the Road" Earth Mover/ 
Grader Large Size Tires in the total amount of 
$5,000.00, including tax. 

4. To the Talin Tire Company, Long Beach, for the 
purchase of Conventional Bias Ply Light Truck 
Tires and Large Truck Tires and Traction Lug 
Tread Truck Tires, in the total amount of $10,000, 
including tax. Low Bid: FIRESTONE TIRES. 

20d. AWARD OF CONTRACT - Re: Purchase of Replacement New 
Sweeper. Appropriation of $49,223.22 from the 
Unappropriated General Fund Reserve for Contingencies. 

RECOMMENDATION OF STAFF: 
That Council: 
A. Authorize the purchase of the new 3 cu. yd. mobile 

street sweeper (available in Raleigh, North 
Carolina) as a replacement sweeper from the local 
representative, the Nixon-Egli Company of Santa Fe 
Springs, in the amount of $46,437.00 plus tax, 
or $49,223.22 total; and 

B. Council to appropriate $49,223.22 from the General 
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Fund Reserve for Contingencies to cover this purchase. 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT NOTE: 
This unit would normally be budgeted as a replacement 
item from the Equipment Maintenance and Replacement 
Fund in 1981-82. Currently funding is not available 
from that source. Therefore, if approved, an appropria­
tion is necessary from the General Fund Reserve for 
Contingencies. 

MOTION: Councilman- Brown moved to concur with Staff 
recommendations on agenda· items 20a, 20b, 20c and 20d. His 
motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable. 

21. ADDENDUM ITEM: 

21a. NIMLO SPRING SEMINAR. 

REQUEST OF CITY ATTORNEY: 
Permission to attend the National Institute of Municipal 
Law Officers Spring Seminar in Washington, D.C. with 
appropriate expenses paid, not to exceed $2,000.00 
(seminar to be held April 12-14 inclusive). 

1980-81 travel and conference budget has been 
exhausted. The City Council has reserved $100,000 
in the budget for defense of Fair Housing suits, but 
no part of this fund has yet been appropriated. I 
request that $2,000 be appropriated from the reserve 
fund to permit attendance at the seminar. 

10. City Council 
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so 
MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with 

the above stated request of the City Attorney. The motion 
was seconded by Councilman Brown, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable. 

* * * * * * 

The hour being 6:30 P.M. the Council recessed and 
reconvened as the Redevelopment Agency, returning to its 
agenda at 6:35 P.M. 

* * * * * * 

22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

22a. Councilman Rossberg requested Staff follow-up on 
previously discussed matters: (1) Once-a-year trash pick­
up; (2) unauthorized dumping of trash into private trash 
bins -- added by Mayor Armstrong: (3) the dumping of 
toxic waste. 

22b. Mayor Armstrong noted the birthday party for 100-year 
old Torrance resident, Mr. Bohannon, on Saturday, April 11th. 

22c. Mayor Armstrong requested Staff/Council input re: a 
pilot study on a trash recycling system. 

22d. Mayor Armstrong announced the official census count 
for the City of Torrance -- 131,497. 

22e. Mayor Armstrong directed that PP 81-1 be appealed to 
the Council for the purpose of reviewing the proposed size 
of this dwelling as a single-family home. 

22f. Mr. Bob Billett, 5510 Laurette Street, recommended that 
the notification area be enlarged on certain items on Council 
agendas -- the 300 ft. notification area in some cases is 
inadequate, in his opinion. Of specific concern is the 
residential development proposed for the Sepulveda School 
site. Staff will review this suggestion. 

22g. Councilman Applegate requested Staff investigation re: 
a gate left open behind Marie Callendar's restaurant on 
Torrance Boulevard -- this has resulted in parking on Ocean 
Avenue, with patron entry via the open gate. 
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22h. Mr. Ruben Ordaz, 2231 Del Amo Boulevard, expressed 
the appreciation of the Pueblo residents for the removal 
of the gypsum pile - at long last. 

22i. Councilman Rossberg requested Staff review of the 
imminent closing of Union Carbide -- that there be similar 
liaison as with U.S. Steel. 

22j. Mr. Lawrence Gittschier, Senior Citizens Council, 
recommended Council consideration re: use of non-profit 
corporations for senior citizen housing~ Councilman 
Rossberg noted the recent success of Redevelopment Bonds 
in San Bernardino. Staff study was requested. 

17a. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 7:00 P.M. the Council recessed for an Executive 
Session re: Litigation and Wages, Hours and Working 
Conditions. The Council returned at 7:40 P.M. No action 
was taken. 

Formal adjournment of the Council was at 7:40 P.M. 

* * * * * * 

Ava Cripe 12. 
Minute Secretary 
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