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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

September 9, 1980 

The Torrance City Council convened in a Regular 
Meeting on Tuesday, September 9, 1980, at 7:00 P.M. in 
the Council Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2 • ROLL CALL: 

Present: Councilmembers Applegate, Brown, Geissert, 
Ross berg, Walker, Wilson and Mayor Armstrong. Absent: None. 

Also present: Chief Assistant to the City Manager 
Jackson and Staff representatives. 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

Mrs. Georgean Griswold led in the salute to the flag. 

4. INVOCATION: 

Reverend Frank Morley, Church of the Nazarene, gave 
the invocation. 

STANDARD MOT IONS: 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Councilman Applegate moved to approve the minutes 
of June 24, July 1 and August 12, 1980, as recorded. His 
motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable. 

6. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Applegate moved that after the City Clerk 
has assigned a number and read title to any resolution or 
ordinance on tonight's agenda, the further reading thereof 
be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember 
the right to deDand the reading of any such resolution or 
ordinance in regular order. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Rossberg, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 
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7. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

8. 

Ba. 

9. 

9a. 

Employee Relations: 
September 11, 1980 - 5:00 P~M. 

Transportation Committee: 
September 10, 1980 - 5:00 P.M. 

COMMUNITY MATTERS: 

PROCLAMATION - "Constitution Week, 1980." 
So proclaimed by MayorArmstronq. 
LIBRARY/PARK AND RECREATION MATTERS: 

RESOLUTION re:- Grant Application to California Environ
mental License Plate Fund for Madrona Marsh. 

RESOLUTION NO. 80-204 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING APPLICATION TO THE . 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA FOR A CALIFORNIA ENVIRON..
MENTAL PROTECTION PROGRAM GRANT FOR THE 

ACQUISITION OF THE MADRONA MARSH 
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Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
80-204. His motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

10. TRANSPORTATION/PUBLIC WORKS MATTERS: 

lOa. CITIZEN PETITION REQUESTING COUNCIL'S RECONSIDERATION 
OF ROUTE OF NEW LINE #9 IN THE ADOPTED TORRANCE TRANSIT 
PLAN. 

The request of Ms. Sharon Ferguson for continuance of 
this matter to the September 23rd meeting -- a request 
concurred in by Staff -- was noted. There were no Qbjections, 
and it was so ordered. 

12. PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 

12a. ORDINANCE re: zc 80-1, Torrance City Council. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2973 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING 
DIVISION 9 OF THE TORRANCE MUEICIPAL CODE 
TO RECLASSIFY THAT CERTAIN 24 FOOT BY 635 
FOOT CITY-OWNED PROPERTY WHICH IS THE 
EASTERLY 24 FEET OF THE VICTOR PRECINCT 
SUMP AND DESCRIBED IN ZONE CHANGE CASE 80-1, 

TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 
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Councilman Wilson moved to approve Ordinance No. 

2973 at its first reading. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Walker, and carried, with roll call vote as 
follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: 
ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEMBERS: 

Applegate, Geissert; Walker, 
Wiison. 

Rossberg. 
Brown; Mayor Armstrong (neither 

present at hearing) 

12b. ORDINANCE re: ZC 80-4, Salem Manor: Reclassifying 
property located on the south side of Carson Street 
between Date and Elm Avenues from ~-2 to R-3 PP. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2974 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING 
DIVISION 9 OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE 
TO RECLASSIFY THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY WHICH 
IS LOCATED ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF CARSON 
STREET BETWEEN DATE AVENUE AND ELM AVENUE 

ZC 80-4, SALEM MANOR 

Councilman Wilson moved for the approval of Ordinance 
No. 2974 at its first reading. His motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Geissert, and carried, with roll call vote as 
follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: 
ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEMBERS: 

Rossberg, Walker, Wilson; 
Mayor Armstrong. 

Brown, Geissert. 
Applegate. 

12c. INTERIM REPORT on work underway to develop a housing 
program designed to meet local housing needs without 
the use of Community Development Block Grant funding. 

Reviewed by the Council. No action was required. 

14. PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

14a. RESOLUTION amending TCEA Memorandum of Understanding 
to add Paralegal Assistant. 

RESOLUTION NO. 80-205 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE SETTING FORTH CERTAIN 
CHANGES REGARDING WAGES, HOURS AND IDRKING 
CONDITIONS FOR EMPLOYEES REPRESENTED BY THE 
TORRANCE CITY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION AMEND-

ING RESOLUTION NO. 80-159 
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Councilman Rossberg moved for approval of the 
subject Memorandum of Understanding and for the adoption 
of Resolution No. 80-205. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Brown, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 
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14b. EXECUTIVE SESSION re: Wages, Hours and Working Conditions. 

See Page 9. 

15. HEARINGS: 

lSa, VB0-2, FETU AO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH. 

See Page S. -

17. -· ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

17a. REQUEST OF UNION CARBIDE CORPORATION for the use of the 
City of Torrance Logo as a part of their company logo. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY MANAGER: 
That your Honorable Body approve Union Carbide 
Corporation•s request·and allow them to use the 
City logo as part of their logo. 

MOTION: Councilman Rossberg moved to concur with the 
above stated recommendation. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Walker, and roll call vote was unanimously favor~ 
able. 

It was the request of Councilman Brown that Staff 
return with some guidelines for like future requests. 

17b. REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZATION TO ADVERTISE 
FOR LEASE AIRPORT PROPERTY - 2790 Skypark Drive. 

RECOMMENDATION OF LAND MANAGEMENT TEAM: 
That the subJect property be advertised for lease and 
establishing the following parameters for the lease 
offering: 

1. Use - Commercial/light industrial or restaurant; 
2. Additional Property - include the additional 

parking area in the lease offering; 
3. Lease Term - 40 · to SO years negotiable; .. 
4. Lease Rent - $60,000 per year minimum (including 

additional area for parking). Verify said 
amount by letter appraisal p~ior to advertising; 

s. Escalation PDovision - Open end cost-of-living 
adJustments tied to the Producers Price Index. 

4. City Council 
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176 Desired . clarification was provided by Land Manage
ment Tea,Ill Executiye Officer Payne .. It was the recommendation 
of Councilman Rossberg, concurred in by the Council, that 
recreational facilities be included as a possible use. 
Councilman Brown stressed the need to require, in the case 
of a recreational use, a type of construction that could be 
used for other purposes. 

MOTION: Councilman Rossberg moved to concur with the 
above stated Staff recommendation, adding ~recreational 
facilities" to item tl. Use. The motion was seconded by 
Council\<vOman Geissert, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

The Council now returned to: 

15 • HEARINGS: 

15a. vao-,-2, FETU AO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH.. Continued 
public hearing regarding a request for approval of 
a Variance to allow the expansion of a legal non
conforming use with no off-street parking in an R~ 
zoned portion of the Downtown Redevelopment District 
at 1547 Marcelina Avenue: 

Mayor Armstrong announced that this was the time and 
place for the subject continued public hearing, and inquired 
if anyone wished to be heard. There was no response. 

Councilman Brown moved that the hearing be closed. His 
motion was seconded by Councilman Applegate, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable. 

_ MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with the 
recommendation of the Planning Department for approval of 
V80-2, subject to all conditions. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Walker, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

17. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

17a. USE OF CITY LOGO BY UNION CARBIDE CORPORATION. 

See Page 4. 

17b. AUTHORIZATION TO ADVERTISE FOR AIRPORT LEASE. 

See Page 4. 
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17c. ORDINANCES regulating Christmas tree and pumpkin 
lots. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2975 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE REPEALING' SECTIONS 33. 9.2 
AND 33.9.3, ADDING NEW SECTIONS 33.9.2, 
33.9.3, 33.9.4, 33.9.5; 85.2.28 INCREASING 
FEES AND CHANGING LICENSING REQUIREMENT FOR 
CHRISTMAS TREE LOTS; AND ADDING SECTION 
85. 2. 29 REQUIRING FLAME RETARDANT TREES IN 

CERTAIN LOCATIONS 

Councilman Wilson moved for the approval of Ordinance 
No. 2975 at its first reading. His motion was seconded by 
Council'WOman Geissert, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2976 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE ADDING SECTION 33.18.72 
TO THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE REQUIRING 
A LICENSE AND CLEAN-UP DEPOSIT FROM 

PUMPKIN LOT OPERATORS 

Councilman Wilson iooved for the approval of Ordinance 
No. 2976 at its first reading. His motion, seconded by 
Councilwoman Geissert, was unaniioously approved by roll call 
vote. 

19. MATTERS NOT OTHERWISE CLASSIFIED: 

19a. ORDINANCE Limiting Display of Sexually Explicit 
Magazines and Materials. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2977 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE LIMITING 
THE DISPLAY OF SEXUALLY EXPLICIT MATERIAL IN 
BUSINESSES OPEN TO PERSONS UNDER THE AGE OF 
EIGHTEEN AND DECLARING THE PRESENCE OF AN 

EMERGENCY 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Emergency 
Ordinance No. 2977 at its first and only reading. Her motion 
was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2978 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE LIMITING 
THE DISPLAY OF SEXUALLY EXPLICIT MATERIAL IN 
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BUSINESSES OPEN TO PERSONS UNDER THE AGE 
OF EIGHTEEN AND REPEALING EMERGENCY 
ORDINANCE NO. 2977 RELATING TO THE SAME 

MATTER 

Councilman Applegate moved for the approval of Ordinance 
No. 2978 at its first reading. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Rossberg, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

19b. RESOLUTION-DESTRUCTION OF CITY RECORDS. 

RESOLUTION NO. 80..-206 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECT
ING THE CITY CLERK TO DESTROY CERTAIN 
UNNEEDED CITY RECORDS AND DOCUMENTS WITHOUT 

MAKING COPIES THEREOF 

Council'WOman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 80-206. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and 
roll call vote was unanimo~sly favorable. 

* * * * * * 
The hour being 7:45 P.M., the Council recessed and 

reconvened as the Redevelopment Agency, returning to its 
agenda at 7:46 P.M. 

* * * * * * 

22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

22a. Councilman Applegate requested that Staff make certain 
that the proposed amusement park in Redondo Beach is truly a 
dead issue. 

22b. Councilman Applegate noted lack of notification regarding 
recent groundbreaking at Toyota, and requested that the Council 
be notified of such future events. 

22c. Councilman Applegate requested Staff review regarding the 
possibility 0£ some type of citywide championship event in that 
all Torrance high schools are now in the same league. 

22d. Council"WOman Geissert requested that an ordinance be 
drafted in order that the City might enforce any violations of 
the new automated trash pickup system. 

22e. Councilman Rossberg noted the need for cleanup of signs 
regarding community events, as well as political postings 
Staff will follow through. 
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22f. Councilman Wilson noted small sign on one of the new 
buses and recommended that there be larger identification for 
the Torrance Transportation System. 

22g. Mayor Armstrong advised that the Redondo Beach amusement 
park concept will not go forward. 
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22h. Mayor Armstrong questioned present equipment and training 
programs utilized in the waste-water operation -- Staff will 
review and report back. 

22i. RENT CONTROL: 

A large number of people were present on the matter of 
Rent Control. 

The following speakers urged that the City take action im-
posing rent control: Dave Buckland, 3654 Spencer Street, 
Apt. 103, representing "Concerned Renters of Torrance"; 
Annette Freedman, 24241 Walnut, Lomita, representing Golden 
State Mobile Homeowners League; Bernard Snitzer, 3450 Maricopa 
Street; Robert Boteck, 20530 Anza Avenue; Leona Holmes, 3450 
Maricopa Street; Terry Holtsman, 3476 Garnet Street; Gella 
McOuarter, 5401 Ruby Street, Apt .. D; Tom Mossie, 3450 Maricopa, 
Apt. 37; William Thompson, 3450 Maricopa Street; Mike Jackson, 
U.S. Navy; Janice Mesvig, 3450 Maricopa Street; and Norman 
Blesick, 24200 Walnut. 

Opposed to rent control were: Don Cardell 28~0 West 
Carson; Larry Rains, 1838 Plaza del Arno;""Charles Norris, 
23803 Lenore Ct.; Brenda McKinnon, 24050 Madison; Roger Adams, 
16122 South Spinning; Dick Bardwell, 5026 Deelane Street; 
Frank Artuzio, Rancho Palos Verdes; W. Kulp, 22413 Ocean 
Avenue; Charles Redwine, 327 Avenue G, Redondo Beach; and 
Helen Solesby, 2502 Loftyview. 

Ed Greene, 3205 Onrado, acknowledged the high rents, 
noting the like high cost of everything -- gasoline, groceries, 
etc. -- and reviewed the overall problem of inflation. 

Council discussion followed. Mayor Armstrong and 
members of the Council acknowledged the magnitude of the 
problem, described the cooperative efforts of City Staff to 
assist wherever possible, noted that all available informa
tion indicates that rent control is counter-productive -
rent control invites deterioration, with lack of maintenance, 
etc. 

It was the recommendation of Councilwoman Geissert 
that the City Manager's Office be instructed to develop a 
mechanism whereby when complaints are received they can be 
referred to an informal group of apartment house owner/manager 
representatives; such mechanism to be brought back to the · 
Council for review. There were no objections, and it was so 
ordered. 

8. City Council 
September 9, 1980 



-180 
* * * * * ** * * 

ITEM 14b. ~ EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 9:30 P.M. the Council recessed for an Executive 
Session. On its return at 10:10 P.M. the following action 
was taken: 

RESOLUTION NO. 80-207 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE SETTING FORTH WAGES, HOURS 
AND WORKING CONDITIONS FOR EMPLOYEES REPRE
SENTED BY THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES 
FOR THE PERIOD FROM JULY 1, 1980 TO JULY 1, 1981 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 80-207. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

The meeting was regularly adjourned at 10:12 P.M. 

Ava Cripe 
Minute Secretary 

* * * * * * 
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