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MINUTES OF A REGULAR l'-.iEE'I'ING 
OF. THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

March 21, 1978 

The Torrance City Council convened in a Regular Meeting 
on Tuesday, March 21, 1978, at 5:30 P.M. in the Council Chambers 
at Torrance City Hall. 

2. ROLL CALL: 

Present: Councilmembers Applegate, Rossberg, Wilson and 
Mayor Armstrong. Councilwoman Geissert arrived at 5:40 P.M. 
Absent: Councilman Brown (illness). It was necessary for 
Councilman Wilson to leave· .the meeting at 8:00 P.Mo 

Also present: City Manager Ferraro, Assistant City 
Manager Scharfman, City Attorney Remelmeyer, and City Clerk 
Nelson. Absent: City Treasurer Rupert. 

3. FIAG SALUTE : 

Water System Manager Borgwat led in the salute to the 
flag. 

4. INVOCATION: 

The invocation was provided by Councilman Wilson. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

43 1 

Councilman Wilson moved to approve the minutes of February 28, 
1978, as recorded. His motion was seconded by Councilman Rossberg, 
and carried, as follows: 

AYES: COUNCIL.MEMBERS: 
NOES: COUNCIL.MEMBERS: 

ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEMBERS: 
ABSENT: COUNCIL.MEMBERS: 

Rossberg, Wilson; Mayor Armstrong. 
None. 
Applegate. 
Geissert (had not yet arrived at the 

meeting); Brown. 

6. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Wilson moved that after the City Clerk has assigned 
a number and read title to any resolution or ordinance on tonight's 
agenda, the further reading thereof be waived, reserving and guaran
teeing to each Councilmember the right to demand the reading of any 
such resolution or ordinance in regular order. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Rossberg, and roll call vote was unani
mously favorable (Councilwoman Geissert had not yet arrived at 
the meeting; Councilman Brown absent) . 
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7. COUNCIL COMMITTEES: 

Park, Recreation and Community Development: 
Will meet with School Board on-April 20th. 

Ad Hoc - South Bay County: 
Meeting scheduled for March 29th. 

Ad Hoc re: Jarvis Amendment and other Tax Legislation: 
Will meet on Monday, March 27th, at 4:00 P.M. 

"Town Hall" re: Budget: 
Scheduled for March 30th, 7:00 P.M., in the Council 
Chambers. Any such future meetings will be cleared with 
the Council prior to Staff assignment, per City Manager 
Ferraro. 

8 •. WITHDRAWN. 

COMMISSION MATTERS: 

9. COMMISSION COMMENDATIONS AND INTERVIEW DATE. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY CLERK: 
1. That the City Council fix a time and date for inter

viewing applicants to fill vacancies on the Civil 
Service Commission, Park and Recreation Commission, 
and the Torrance Disaster Council. To allow time to 
place a public notice in the Daily Bree~e to adver
tise these vacancies, we would suggest that the 
date be set for April 11, 1978 at 7:00 P.M. 

2. That a large tile plaque be prepared for Bill Applegate 
and one for James w. Burger. Mr. Bradway was awarded 
a Certificate of Appreciation on February 14, 1978. 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to concur with the above 
stated recommendation of the City Clerk. His motion was seconded 
by Councilman Rossberg, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable 
(Councilman Brown absent) • 

PUBLIC WORKS: 

10. RESOLUTIONS re: Crenshaw Boulevard Grade Separation. 

RESOLUTION NO. 78-56 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECT
ING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE 
AND ATTEST THAT CERTAIN CONSTRUCTION AND 
MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT AND TEAT CERTAIN 
LICENSE AGREEMENT, BOTH DATED FEBRUARY 28, 
1978, CONCERNING THE CRENSHAW BOULEVARD 
UNDERPASS OF THE ATCHISON, TOPEKA AND 
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SANTA - FE RAILWAY COMPANY HARBOR BRANCH 
LINE BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE AND 
·rHE ATCHISON, TOPEKA AND SANTA FE 

RAIL"WAY COMPANY 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
78-56. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, and 
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roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Brown absent) • 

RESOLUTION NO. 78-57 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE REQUESTING AN ALLOCATION 
OF STATE PARTICIPATING FUNDS FOR THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF A GRADE SEPARATION ON 
CRENSHAW BOULEVARD AT THE ATCaISON, 
TOPEKA, AND SAN'm FE RAILWAY COMPANY 
HARBOR BRANCH LINE TRACKS AND DECI.ARING 
THAT NECESSARY CITY MATCHING FUNDS ARE 

AVAILABLE 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 78-57. Her motion, seconded by Councilman Rossberg, was 
unanimously approved by roll call vote (Councilman Brown absent). 

11. RESOLUTION re: SCAG 208 Milestone Report. 

RESOLUTION NO. 78-58 

A RESOLUTION.OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING APPROVAL OF 

THE 208 MILESTONE REPORT 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution Noc 
78-58. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Brown absent). 

TRANSPOR'l7\.TION MATTERS: 

12. TEMPORARY ASSIGNMENT OF CROSSING GUARD at Bailey Drive 
and 182nd Street. 

RECOMMENDATION OF TRAFFIC COMMISSION, POLICE DEPARTMENT, 
AND DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPOR'l7\.TION. 
Approval of the request for assignment of a temporary Crossing 
Guard at 182nd Street and Bailey Drive with appropriation of 
$800 from the General Fund Unappropriated Reserve to employ 
the Crossing Guard. 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to concur with the above 
stated recommendation. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman 
Geissert; roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

Recognition of the volunteer services of Mr. Santana Mata 
at this intersection was requested by Councilman Wilson. 
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PARK AND RECREATION MATTERS : 

I 

13. RELOCATION OF PROPOSED PARADISE PARK TENNIS COURTS. 

Staff presentation was provided by Park and Recreation 
Director Milkovich. 

The following neighbors were present to protest the 
proposed relocation of Paradise Park Tennis Courts, and to 
urge that the original location be retained: Carlos Rilas, 
4807 Lee Street; Paul Casper, 5016 Steveann Street; Jerry 
Hirschberg, 5014 Lee Street; and Mrs. Lou Johnson, 4711 Lee 
Street. 

Council discussion ensued. It was the ultimate consensus 
that there would be no advantage to the proposed relocation, 
particularly in view of the above voiced objections. It was 
also agreed that there should be further Staff review as to 
the merits of a sidewalk for. the courts. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to approve the Paradise 
Park tennis courts at the original site on the southeast portion 
of the property. The motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Brown 
absent). 

14. DELTHORNE PARK COMPLETION. 

RECOMMENDATION OF PARK ·AND RECREATION DI RECTOR: 
As all steps of the contract ha.ve been completed, and 
Delthorne Park is now in use by the general public, 
it is recommended that the City Council approve the 
final payment to Moulder Bros., and to accept the 
park as completed. 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to concur with the above 
stated recommendation of the Park and Recreation Director. His 
motion was seconded by Councilman Rossberg, and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable (Councilman Brown absent) . 

15. RESOLUTION re: Little League Leases. 

RESOLUTION NO·. 78-5 9 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR 
AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST THOSE 
CERTAIN AGREEMENTS RENEWING THOSE CERTAIN 
LEASES DATED JANUARY 30 I 1970 BETWEEN THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AND .THE TORRANCE NATIONAL 
LITTLE LEAGUE, PACIFIC COAST LITTLE LEAGUE, 
TORRANCE AMERICAN BOYS I BASEBALL I AND 

TORRANCE CENTRAL LITTLE LEAGUE 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 78-59; the mottion was seconded by Councilman Wilson; roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Brown absent) • 
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Park and Recreation Director Milkovich noted the need 
for a Certificate of Insurance from Torrance Central. Little 
League, and it was the direction of the Council that this 
particular agreement be held until the City Clerk has received 
this Certificate. 

LEGISLATIVE MATTERS: 

16. COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEES. 

It was the consensus of the Council that this matter be 
held in abeyance until the return of Councilman Brown. Also 

435 

noted was the pending report from the Ad Hoc Conrrnittee in this regard. 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to hold Item #16 for 
two weeks (present Committee assignments to be retained in the 
meantime, Councilman Applegate temporarily assigned to former 
Councilman Brewster's appointments.) The motion was seconded 
by Councilwoman Geissert; there were no objection~, and it was 
so ordered. 

The following appointments were made by Mayor Armstrong 
at this time: Co~ncilman Rossberg - Delegate, South Bay Cities; 
Councilwoman Ge~ssert - Alternate, City Selection Conrrnitt~e~ and 
Councilman Rossberg - Delegate, South Bay Corridor Study. 

PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

17. ORDINANCE re: Language ·.correction - Buyer Classification .. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2811 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE ~MENDING SECTION 17.42.l 
OF PART IV OF CHAPTER 7, DIVISION l OF THE 
TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE DEALING WITH COM
PENSATION PROVISIONS FOR EMPLOYEES REPRESENTED 
BY TORRANCE PROFESSIONAL SUPERVISORY ASSOCIATION 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the approval of Ordinance No. 
2811 at its first reading. Her motion was seconded by Councilman 
Applegate, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Absent: 
Councilman Brown) • 

18. APPEAL OF THE ENGINEERS RE: ORDERING OF CERTAIN EXAMINATIONS. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CIVIL SERVICE COMMITTEE: 
That the appeal of the ENGINEERS be DENIED. 

MOTION: Councilman Rossberg moved to concur with the recom
mendation of the Civil Service Committee. His motion, seconded 
by Councilman Wilson, carried, with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: 
ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEMBERS: 

ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: 

Geissert, Rossberg, Wilson; 
Mayor Armstrong. 

None. 
Applegate. 
Brown. 
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19. FINANCE DEPARTMENT REORGANIZATION. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CIVIL SERVICE COMMITTEE: 
1. Concur in the proposed Finance Department reorganiza

tion. 
2. Abolish the class of License Supervisor. 
3. Authorio:re the processing of the new class specification 

for Revenue Administrator through the Civil Service 
Commission for Council consideration. 

MOTION: Councilman Rossberg moved to concur with the above 
stated recommendations of the Civil Service Committee. His motion 
was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and carried, with roll call 
vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate, Geissert, Rossberg, 
Wilson. 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Mayor Armstrong (for reasons of 
record) . 

ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: Brown. 

MATTERS NOT OTHERWISB CIASSIFIED: 

20. ORDINANCE re: Alarm System Licensesc 

ORDINANCE NO. 2812 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING SECTION 38.1.1 
OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO SPECIFY 
THAT ALL AIARM SYSTEM OWNERS MUST HAVE 

LICENSES FOR SAID SYSTEMS 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the approval of Ordinance No. 
2812 at its first reading. Her motion was seconded by Mayor 
Armstrong. 

Prior to roll call vote on the motion, there was discussion 
pertaining to the current expansive sales of various types of 
alarms, the demands on the Police Department, the need for 
notification and clarification to the general public, penalty 
aspects, etc_ 

Mr. Allen Watt, Riviera resident, stated that he has a 
licensed burglar alarm -- however, in his opinion, this is just 
another thing the police will have to do and questioned the true 
value of requiring such a permit. 

Police Chief Nash outlined the problems now faced by the 
Police Department in answering false alarms and the imperative 
need to control these time- consuming, fruitless calls. 

THE MOTION FAILED TO CARRY, with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Geissert; Mayor Armstrong. 
NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate, Rossberg, Wilson. 

ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: Brown. 

It was the request of Police Chief Nash that the ordinance 
be restudied and returned to the Council at a later date. There 
were no objections, and it was so ordered. 

6. city Council 
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21 D ORDINANCE AND RESOLUTION re: Appeal Provisions and 
Administrative Mandamus. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2813 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING THE PROVISIONS 
OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE DEALING 
WITH APPEALS TO TEE CITY COUNCIL, PROVIDING 
FOR A 'l'EREE PART SCALE OF APPELLATE FEES , 
SETTING TEE METHOD OF PROCESSING APPEALS, 
PROVIDING FOR A NINETY DAY STATUTE OF 
LIMITATIONS FOR JUDICIAL REVIEW OF 
ADMINISTRATIVE" ACTIONS AND REPEALING 
CERTAIN APPELLATE FEE SECT!ONS OF TBE 

CODE 

Councilman Applegate moved for the approval of Ordinance 
No. 2813 at its first reading.. His motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable {Council.man Brown absent}~ 

RESOLUTION NO. 78-60 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE SETTING FEES FOR APPEALS 

TO CITY COUNCIL 

Councilwoman Geissert ~oved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 78=60~ Her motion, seconded by Councilman Applegate.was 
unanimously approved by roll call vote (Councilman Brown absent)~ 

SECOND READING ORDINANCES: 

22~ ORDINPi.NCE NO. 2810. 

ORDn:D\NCE NO. 2810 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE ADDING A NEW PART XVII 
TO CHAPTER 7, DIVISON l OF THE TORRANCE 
MUNICIPAL CODE GOVERNING EMPLOYMENT 
COMPENSATION FOR THE CITY CLERK 
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Councilman Applegate moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 
2810 at its second and final reading. His motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable 
(Councilman Brown absent). 

PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 

23. Ordinance re: Off-street parking requirements. 

Withdrawn, at the request of Staff. 
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24. Ordinance re: Processing of Various Planning Permits. 

It was- the request of City Attorney Remelmeyer that the 
subject ordinance be approved in concept but returned to the · 
Legal Department for redrafting. Councilman Applegate so MOVED7 
the motion was seconded by Councilman Rossberg. There were no 
objections, and it was so ordered. 

HEARINGS - PIANNING: 

25. V 77-9, RALPH R. CELIS. Request for approval of a 
Variance to allow a one-bedroom duplex unit containing 
less th~n 700 square feet located at 18412 Roslin 
Avenue in the R-2 zone. RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL BY 
THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE PIANNING DEPARTMENT. 

An Affidavit of Publication was presented by City Clerk 
Nelson, and it was ordered filed, . there being no objection. 

Mayor Armstrong announced that this was the time and 
place for the subject hearing, and inquired if anyone wished 
to ·be beard. There was no response. 

Councilman Rossberg moved that the hearing be closed. 
His motion was· seconded by Councilman Applegate, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Brown absent) • 

MOTION: Councilman Rossberg moved to concur with the 
Planning Commission and Planning Department for approval of 
V 77-9, based on the following findings: 

~- Celis bought the property with a house, garage and 
rumpus room constructed and in place~ 

The location of the house, garage and rumpus room is 
such that sideyards, rear yards and building separations are 
fixed and limited by existing codes7 

- Enlargement of the rumpus room could not be accomplished 
except at a cost for construction far in excess of conventional 
construction since special engineering would be required and 
unusual construction techniques. Cost would probably be 
doubled from conventional construction. 

The motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll 
cal.l vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Brown absent). 

26- ZC 77-22, WARD J. FINCH. Request for a Change of Zone 
from R-1 to R-1 PD and a modification to a previously 
approved Variance (V 73-3, Frances Pikush) to allow 
the conversion of a duplex to a two-unit condominium 
on property located at 3610-12 West 227th Place. 
THE PIANNING COMMISSION AND P!ANNING DEPARTMENT RECOMMEND 
APPROVAL. 

An Affidavit of Publication was presented by City Clerk 
Nelson, and it was ordered filed, there being no objection. 

8. City Council 
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Mayor Armstrong announced that this was the time and 
place for the subject public hearing, and inquired if anyone 
wished to be heard. 

Mr. William Holic, representing the proponent, suggested 
that the CC&R's provide that a third party, acceptable to both 
owners, be named to be the tie-breaking vote in any impasse 
.situation, as is practiced in other cities. City Attorney 
Remelmeyer concurred in this suggestion, and recommended that 
there be a requirement for City Attorney approvai of the 
CC&R's. 

There being no one else present who wished to be heard, 
Councilman Wilson moved that the hearing be closed. His 
motion was seconded by Councilman Rossberg, and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable (Councilman Brown absent) • 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to concur with the 
Planning Commission and Planning Department for approval of 
zc 77-22, subject.to approval of the CC&R's by the City 
Attorney. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman 
Brown absent) • 

27. pp 77-50, ALBERT D. SAYER, III. Appeal of Planning 
Commission approval of a Precise Plan of Development 
to allow the construction of a single-family residence 
on a hillside lot located on the west side of the Vista 
Largo cul-de~sac. PIANNING COMMISSION APPROVED THE 
PROJECT. PLANNING DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDS DENIAL OF THE 
APPEAL AND CONCURRENCE WITH THE PLANNING COMMISSION. 

An Affidavit of Publication was presented by City Clerk 
Nelson, and it was ordered filed, there being no objection. 

Mayor Armstrong announced that this was the time and 
place for the subject public hearing, with note of the 
communication from Mr. Paul McAfee requesting that this 
matter be held until the geological report has been provided. 

Mr. McAfee was present to reaffirm his written request. 

The proponent, Mr. Dan Sayer, stated that he did not desire 
postponement- and described reports provided to date. The "unique 
circumstances" in this case were related by Building Regulations 
Administrator Grippo who concurred in the requested holding of 
this matter until receipt of the geological report. 

Following discussion, Councilwoman Geissert moved to grant 
Mr. McAfee's appeal -- this item to be held for an indefinite 
period of time until the geological report is prepared. The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable (Councilman Brown absent) . 
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APPEALS - OTHER THAN PLANNING: 

28. APPBAL OF STAFF DECISION denying the request of four 
Torrance residents to remove eight City-owned palm trees. 

An Affidavit ·of Publication was presented by City Clerk 
Nelson, and it was ordered filed, there being no objection. 

Mayor Armstrong announced that this was the time and place 
for the subject hearing, and, following Staff presentation by 
Tree Supervisor Schrauben, invited comments from the audience. 

Mr. Bill Johnston, 112 Via Sego, reiterated his request, 
of record, ~hat the City remove some eight palm trees on 
Via Los Miradores parkways because of their detrimental effect 
on his view and that of his neighbors. 

The following Via Los Miradores residents expressed 
strong disapproval of any palm tree removal: Ms. Marjorie 
Zende (172); Mr. Kenneth Schmidt (175); Mr. Hal Hart (170); 
Mr. James Hawkins (176); Mr. Morris Robinson (179); and 
Mr. Leon Oaks (162). 

Ms. Paula OWen recommended overall consideration of this 
particular problem in other areas likewise affected. 

There being no further speakers, Councilman Wilson moved 
that the hearing be closed. His motion was seconded by Council
man Rossberg, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable 
(Councilman Brown absent). 

Council discussion ensued -- the urgent need for maintenance of th~ 
subject trees was acknowledged, with note of the imminent action 
in this regard; the possible need for vegetation guidelines and current 
established policies were reviewed, etc. 

Council action is reflected below: 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved that this matter be referred 
to Committee for further study. THE MOTION DIED FOR IACK OF A 
SECOND. 

MOTION: Councilwoman Geissert moved to deny the appeal, on the 
basis that the trees are going to be trimmed and will partially 
address this immediate problem, but that the larger issue of trying 
to set some sort of standards as far as heights of vegetation as 
it relates to views,be referred to Committee. This motion also 
DIED FOR IACK OF A SECOND. 

MOTION: Councilman Rossberg moved to concur with Staff and 
DENY THE APPEAL. The motion was seconded by Mayor Armstrong, and 
carried, with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate, Geissert, Rossberg; 
Mayor Armstrong. 

NOES : COUNCILMEMBERS : Wilson 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: Brown. 
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MOTION: Councilwoman Geissert moved to refer the subject 
issue (limited to City street trees) to Staff for study and 
recommendation. The motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, 
and carried, with roll call ~ate as follows: 

AYES: COUNCIL.MEMBERS: Geissert, Wilson7 Mayor 
Armstrong. 

NOES: COUNCIL.MEMBERS: Applegate, Rossberg. 
ABSENT: COUNCIL.MEMBERS: Brown. 
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It was the comment of Councilman Applegate, relative to his 
negative vote, that he would defer any study of trees, in view of 
pending budget considerations, the Jarvis proposition, etc., until 
it can be d~termined if efforts might be directed in a more 
meaningful manner. Concurrence with these comments was indicated 
by Councilman Rossberg. 

****** 

The hour being 7:55 P.M., the Council recessed and reconvened 
as the Redevelopment Agency, returning to its agenda at 7:56 P.M. 

* * * * * * 
ROUTINE MATTERS: 

2 9. ON-THE-JOB TRAINING PROGRAMS . 

RECOMMENDATION OF MANPOWER PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATOR: 
That Council approve contracts for On-The-Job Training with 
Kronenberg Company and A-1. Coast Rentals, Inc. ,1 and· authorize 
the Mayor and City Clerk to execute same on behalf of the 
City of Torrance. 

30. AWARD OF ANNUAL CONTRACT - SS-1-H Emulsion. 
Ref. Bid #B78-16 Expenditure: $9,113.35 

RECOMMENDATION OF BUYER: 
That Council approve of the award of an annual contract to 
the low bidder, Edgington Oil Company, in the total amount 
of $9,113.25, including tax. 

31. WILSON PARK - Additional Architectural Services. 

RECOMMENDATION OF DIRECTOR OF PARK AND RECREATION: 
That the City Council authorize the expenditure of $3079.00 
for additional design services for Wilson Park to POD, Inc., 
landscape architects. 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to concur with Staff recom
mendations on agenda items #29, 30 and #31. His motion was seconded 
by Councilman Applegate, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable (Councilman Brown absent) • 

11. City Council. 
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ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

32. Building Regulations Administrator Grippo advised that 
the matter of the block wall on Crenshaw Boulevard discussed 
at the March 14th council meeting (Item #32) has been 
satisfactorily resolved. 

(Councilman Wilson left the meeting at this time -
8:00 P.M.) 

33. Councilman Rossberg presented the following, on behalf 
of absent Councilman Brown: 

(1) Staff review re: plans to close Weather Station at 
Long Beach Airport and possible impact on the Torrance Airport 
was requested. If there would be such impact,it was recom
mended that the City Attorney prepare an appropriate resolution 
supporting Long Beach in their efforts to retain this Weather 
Station. There were no objections, and it was so ordered. 

(2) It was the further recommendation of Councilman 
Brown that this Council should again go on record as support
ing the retention of Reeves Field as a general aviation 
airport and heliport for operational and training use. The 
following MOTION was offered by Councilman Brown, via Council
man Rossberg: That the City Council reaffirm its position as 
expressed in Resolution No. 74-80 and supports the efforts of 
the State, Los Angeles County, FAA Task 14 Group, and the 
Professional Helicopter Pilots Association to retain Reeves 
Field for use as an airport and heliport. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman App,legate, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable (Councilmen Brown, Wilson absent). 

34. Councilman Rossberg complimented the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce for another outstanding "Miss Torrance" contest,. 
and warmly commended the great representation by past title 
holders. It was the request of Mr. Rossberg that there be 
appropriate recognition for Laura Pierce, retiring "Miss 
Torrance 11

• 

35. Councilman Rossberg requested Council direction re: action 
to be taken by the South Bay Cities Association relative to filling 
the position vacated by Councilman Brewster on the RTD Board. 
MOTION: Councilman Rossberg moved to recommend the name of 
Ms. Gordona Swanson for the subject vacancy. The motion was 
seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable (Councilmen Brown, Wilson absent). 

36. Councilwoman Geissert reported on the very successful 
Senior Citizen Health Fair at the YMCA this date. 

37. Mayor Armstrong and City Attorney Remelmeyer reviewed the 
various options available in filling the present vacant Council 
seat. It was the unanimous consensus of those present that the 
election process would be favored; formal action was withheld 
until a full Council is present. 

12 .. City Council 
March 21, 1978 



38. Mr. Ed Greene, representing the Madrona Homeowners Associa= 
tion, questioned the status of the complaints of record regarding 
the American Racing Wheels operation on Monterey Street -- of 
continuing concern are problems of increased noise intensity, 
6-7 day work week, strong odors, and 11 foundry operation 11 aspects. 

Appropriate Staff investigation and follow-through with 
Mr. Greene was requested by Mayor Armstrong·. 

39. Ms. Kay White, vice president, League of Women Voters, 
stated that the League favors a special election to fill the 
present Council vacancy. 

40. Mr. Joe Arciuch, Southwood Riviera Homeowners Association, 
commented on (1) the recent ban on weekend and holiday 
training flights, including touch-and-goes, stop~and=goes, and 
low approaches at Santa Monica Airport, and possible impact on 
Torrance Airport; (2) the as yet unaccomplished appointment of 
an Ad Hoc Citizens Advisory Group to work with the administrative 
staff re~ airport noise abatement; and {3) the Airport Manager's 
Status Report re: Aircraft Noise Abatement, with specific note 
of the fact that no penalties have been imposed. 

41. Mr. John Whitebrook, 18823 Patronella, complained about the 
Mobil Oil fumes and their adverse environmental effect on the 
community, and requested investigation of same. Staff was 
directed to assist Mr. Whitebrook in communicating with proper 
authorities. 

* * *" * * * 

At 9:00 P.M. the Council recessed for the purpose of an 
Executive Session to discuss pending litigation, returning at 
9:09 P.M. to take the following action: 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved that the Council 
authorize and direct the City Attorney to file an amicus curiae 
brief for the City of Torrance in the case involving the Santa 
Monica Pilots Association in the City of Santa Monica concerning 
authority of the City Council to adopt airport regulations in 
the Santa Monica Municipal Airport. The motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was unanimously favor
able (Absent: Councilmen Brown, Wilson). 

Tha meeting was regularly adjourned at 9:10 PoM. 

Ava Cripe 
Minute Secretary 

**"****" 
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