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SUBJECT: 

31. 

32. 
33. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS (Cont.): 
Councilman Wilson re: complaints regarding machine 

shop construction, 166th Street 
Mr. Arthur Frankel re: flea infestation 
Mr. Bill Piercy re: processing procedure for 

illegal structure 

Adjourned at 10:25 P.M. in memory 
of Mildred Edens. 
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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

September 6, 1977 

The Torrance City Council convened in a Regular Meeting 
on Tuesday, September 6, 1977, at 5:30 P._M. in the Council 
Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2 • ROLL CALL: 

Present: Councilmembers Armstrong, Brewster, Brown, 
Geissert, Rossberg, Wilson and Mayor Miller. Absent: None. 

Also present: City Manager Ferraro, Assistant City 
Manager Scharfman, City Attorney Remelmeyer and City Clerk 
Coil. Absent: City Treasurer Rupert. 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

Lieutenant James Weyant led in the salute to the flag. 

4. INVOCATION: 

The invocation was provided by the Reverend John O'Byrne, 
St. Catherine Laboure Church: 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5 • APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

None available. 

6. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER· READING: 

Councilman Armstrong moved that after the City Clerk has 
assigned a number and read title to any resolution or ordinance 
on tonight's agenda, the further reading thereof be waived, 
reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember the right to 
demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in 
regular order. The motion was seconded by Councilman Brown, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

7. COUNCIL COMMITTEES: 

No reports. 

* * * * * * 
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* * * * * * 
Councilwoman Geissert · regretfully announced the passing 

this date of Mrs. Mildred Edens, beloved Recreation Department 
Staff member, and requested that this meeting be adjourned in 
her memory. 

* * * * * * 
PRESENTATIONS: 

8. INTRODUCTION AND RECOGNITION of Lieutenant James Weyant, 
Torrance Police Department. 

The outstanding accomplishments of Lieutenant Weyant, 
with particular note of his recent graduation from the FBI 
National Academy, were described by Chief Nash. 

Lieutenant Weyant expressed his appreciation for this 
recognition. 

9. PRESENTATION BY COUNCILMAN ERNIE KELL, CITY OF LONG BEACH. 

The merits of no-fault automobile insurance were reviewed 
by Councilman Kell. It was the direction of Mayor Miller that 
the subject material be studied by Staff, with a report back to 
the Council in two weeks. 

PROCLAMATION: 

10. SISTER CITIES WEEK - ·September 11 through 18, 1977. 

So proclaimed by Mayor Miller. 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS: 

11. RESOLUTION re: Rose Parade Float. 

RESOLUTION NO. 77-177 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR 
AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST THAT 
CERTAIN COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
CITY AND THE FOREST SERVICE OF THE 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
PROVIDING FOR THE SHARING OF COSTS FOR THE 
FLOAT TO BE ENTERED BY THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

IN THE 1978 TOURNAMENT OF ROSES PARADE 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
77-177. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 
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PUBLIC WORKS: 

12. ACTION PLAN - To implement the objectives of the City's 
Circulation Element of its General Plan. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER: 
That Council approve the first year of the ACTION PIAN 
as stated in Item 3 of Table 1 therein, and either refer 
the mnainder of the plan to the Council Public Works 
Committee for analysis and report back, or set a time 
and place for a hearing before the Council as a whole. 

Staff presentation was provided by C.E. Associate 
Bourbonnaisr author of the ACTION PLAN. The Plan, its contents 
and layout, was warmly commended by Mayor Miller and Council
mernbers -- wholehearted acceptance of same was indicated. 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to approve the full 
ACTION PLAN. The motion was seconded by Councilman Brewster, 
and ro.11 call vote was unanimously favorable. 

FISCAL MATTERS : 

13. RESOLUTION re: South Bay Burglary Team Grant -
Third Year Gr~nt. 

RESOLUTION NO. 77-178 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE FILING 

OF AN APPLICATION ON BEHALF OF THE SOUTH 
BAY CHIEFS OF POLICE 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 77-178. Her motion, seconded by Councilman Armstrong, was 
unanimously approved by roll .call vote. 

MANPOWER MATTERS: 

14. RESOLUT ION re: On-The-Job Training Programs. 

RESOLUTION NO . 77-179 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING 
THE MAYOR ANifCITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND 
ATTEST THOSE CERTAIN CONTRACTS FOR ON-THE
JOB TRAINING BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AND D&M MACHINE WORKS, INC . , AND 

LONGACRE'S METAL FABRICATION 

Councilman Brown moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
77-179. His motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 
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PARK AND RECREATION MATTERS: 

15. RESOLUTION re: Land and Water Conservation Funds appli~~~ion -
Second Phase of Development, Charles H. Wilson Park~ _ 

RESOLUTION NO. 77-180 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE APPROVING THE APPLICATION 
FOR LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUNDS FOR 
CHARLES H. WILSON PARK DEVELOPMENT, PHASE 2, 

PROJECT NUMBER 06-00487 

Councilman Armstrong moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
77-180. His motion was seconded by Councilman Brewster, and roll 
call vote was unqnimously favorable. 

16. ARTIST IN RESIDENCE GRANT. 

RECOMMENDATION OF DIRECTOR OF PARK AND RECREATION: 
1. That the City join with the Torrance Unified School 

District in the Artist in Schools and Communities--- ----· 
programs; and 

2. That your Honorable Body approve the expenditure o~_ 
$1,200 from the Recreation Activities Fund. 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to concur with the above 
stated recommendation of the Director of Park and Recreation. His 
motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson; roll call vote was unani
mously favorable. 

MATTERS NOT OTHERWISE CLASSIFIED: 

17. RESOLUTION re: Airport Master Plan Goals. 

RESOLUTION NO. 77-181 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF .THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE ADOPTING GOALS FOR THE 
MASTER PLAN OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL 

AIRPORT 

councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 77-181; her motion was seconded by Councilman Brown; roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable. 

SECOND READING ORDI:NANCES: 

18. ORDINANCE NO. 2783. 

ORDI:NANCE NO. 2783 

AN ORDI:NANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING SECTION 17.43.l 
OF PART IV OF CHAPTER 7, DIVISION l OF THE 
TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE DEALING WITH 

4. 
- - - - - - -- -- - -
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COMPENSATION PROVISIONS FOR EMPLOYEES 
REPRESENTED BY TORRANCE PROFESSIONAL AND 

SUPERVISORY ASSOCIATION 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 
2783 at its second and final reading. His motion was seconded 
by Councilman Armstrong, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

PLANNING AND ZONiNG MATI'ERS: 

19. PCR 77-12, BOB Ia.INK. Request for modification of a 
previously approved Planning Commission Review applica
tion to allow the construction of an off ice building in 
the C-5 zone on property located at the southwest corner 
of 237th Street and Arlington Avenue. APPROVED BY CITY 
COUNCIL SUBJECT TO RESOLUTION OF MATTER OF EASEMENT. 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to concur with the 
subject request. The motion was seconded by Mayor Miller. 

Mr. James Sullivan, 2119 West 230th Place, requested that 
the record reflect his desire that the easement behind his 
property at the ·subject location be unobstructed; further, that 
the terrain not be disturbed so as to present a flooding hazard 
to his property. 

Roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

HEARINGS - PLANNING: 

20. V 77-5, MICHAEL D. CAREY and CLAIR A. BARRON. Request for 
approval of a Variance to allow the use of a guest house as 
an extra unit in the R-1 zone on property located at 23002 
Doris Way. RECOMMENDED FOR DENIAL BY THE PIANNING COMMISSION. 

The proponent's request for continuance was announced by 
Mayor Miller. 

Present on this matter, Mr. Gerald King, 5306 Sharynne Lane, 
presented a petition signed by 115 residents opposing V 77-5. 

In line with the established practice of granting requests 
for continuance, Mayor Miller MOVED to continue Item #20 to the 
Council meeting of September 13, 1977. The motion was seconded 
by Councilman Armstrong; there were no objections, and it was so 
ordered. 

HEARINGS - OTHER THAN PLANNING: 

21. AIRPORT MASTER PLAN - Bikeway Supplemental Repor~. 

RECOMMENDATION OF DEPARTMENT OF TRANSRORTATION: 
That the Airport Master Plan include a Class I Off
Street Bikeway on Pacific Coast Highway, Airport Drive 
and Crenshaw Boulevard, as shown herein on Figure 2; 
and that this bikeway be constructed from bikeway grants 
and funds as an integral part of the network of bikeways 
for the City of Torrance. 
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Mayor Miller announced that this was the time and place 
for the subject public hearing, and, following presentation by 
Airport Manager Critchfield, inquired if anyone wished to be 
heard. There was no response. 

Councilman Armstrong moved that the hearing be closed. 
His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to concur with the· 
above stated recommendation of the Department of Transportation. 
His motion, seconded by Councilman Brewster, was unanimously 
approved by roll call vote. 

22. AIRPORT MASTER PLAN - Summary Matrix of the adopted 
Master Plan items, including the supplemental study 
areas. 

Mayor Miller announced tpat this .was the time and place for 
the subject public hearing·. Staff presentation was provided by 
Airport Manager Critchfield, following which comments from the 
audience were invited by Mayor Miller. 

Speakers were: 

Mrs. Betty Sanders, Torrance Pilots Association, requested 
a three-month delay on the Noise Ordinance (letter of official 
record). (It was the general consensus of the Council that the 
ordinance preparation should proceed, accompanied by any desired 
testing, with adoption of the ordinance in the normal course of 
events.) . 

Mr. John LaResche: Requested that the Environmental Review 
Board meeting on Airport matters be scheduled in the evening rather 
than in the afternoon, in order that all interested parties 
might be able to attend. Mayor Miller directed that the City 
Manager make such arrangements. 

Mr. Clint Meadway, Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce: 
Concurred with the earlier comments of Mrs. Sanders -- an ordinance 
can only be written if the data were obtained in advance. The 
establishment of a group of interested citizens for such study was 
recommended by Mr. Meadway -- likely candidates were Messrs. Arciuch 
and Kirkupp and Mrs. Rachel Meyer. 

Mr. Joh n DeGroot, 22859B Nadine Circle: The frequency of 
the noise level should also be a consideration. 

Mr. Don Derow (?), 26314 Delos Drive: His home is under a 
flight pattern, and, in his opinion, the noise condition has been 
overemphasized -- "let• s get on with this Master Plan". 

There being no one else who wished to be heard, Councilman 
Armstrong moved that the hearing be closed. His motion was 
seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to approve the Summary 
of the 1977 Airport Master Plan actions to date. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Rossberg: roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

6. City council 
September 6, 1977 



APPEALS - OTHER THAN PIANNING: 

23. CITIZEN APPEAL OF TRAFFIC COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION re: 
installation 0£ 51 feet of red curb on the northeast 
side of Crest Road at the site of the new traffic 
s.ignal installation on Crest Road at Crenshaw Boulevard. 

RECOMMENDATION OF DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION: 
Installation of red curb on the northeast side of 
Crest Road from the crosswalk at Crenshaw Boulevard 
to a point 70 feet southeasterly. 

RECOMMENDATION OF TRAFFIC COMMISSION: 
Installation of red curb on the northeast side of Crest 
Road from the crosswalk at Crenshaw Boulevard to a point 
51 feet southeasterly. 

Mayor Miller announced that this was the time and place 
for the subject appeal, and, following Staff presentation by 
Sr. Associate Transportation Engineer Collins, invited comments 
from the audience. 

Mr. Clarence Nichols, 25618 Crenshaw Boulevard, the appellant 
in this matter, reiterated his concerns of record regarding the loss 
of parking which will occur by the recommended red curbing -- it was 
the request of Mr. Nichols that the red curb:'. ng end at the edge of 
his driveway; this would permit 41 ft. of "No Parking", not including 
the crosswalk. 

Mr. Don DeRow, 26314 Delos Drive, noted the need for a traffic 
signal at Crenshaw and Crest Road -- no parking in front of the one 
house will facilitate traffic going to the right. 

There being no one else who wished to 
Rossberg moved that the hearing be closed. 
by Councilman Armstrong, and roll call vote 
able. 

be heard, Councilman 
His motion was seconded 
was unanimously favor-

Councilman Rossberg indicated his willingness to try the 
suggestion offered by Mr. Nichols, and so MOVED. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

It was the request of Mayor Miller that a report be returned 
to the Council in 3-6 months regarding the success or failure of 
the above approved arrangement. 

24. APPEAL OF DECISION OF LICENSE REVIEW BOARD denying the American 
Wholesale Printing Company, Inc. a license to conduct a publish
ing and printing business at 1326 Sartori Avenue ~ RECOMMENDED 
FOR DENIAL BY CITY STAFF AND THE LICENSE REVIEW BOARD. 

Mayor Miller announced that this was the time and place for 
the · subject appeal. Staff presentations were provided by Assistant 
to the City Manager Meyer and Police Lieutenant Herley who out
lined the findings (of record) in this matter which resulted in 
the recommended denial. 
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Representing the American Wholesale Printing Company, 
.A.ttorney James Barkley pointed out that the subject application 
has been filed by Yetta Lasky a lone; Michael Lasky is not 
applying for the license. It is unfair to characterize th~ 
application of this license in terms of the past cond~c- --. .i: 
a relative of the person applying, per Mr. Barkl~y. Mr . Barkley 
then reviewed the solicitation form used in this busih:-.:'!"Q. ::ind 
deemed it not unlike any nu~~=~ of l ike ~~licitations, all 
completely l~gal. 

~:;.:-- - ~-aL·Kley next detailed the legal aspects of his 
cli~11~'s business : a business of secondary advertising which 
serves a community need; there being nothing illegal about 
taking an ad which appeared in a major newspaper, reprinting 
and offering to rerun same in a secondary journal . 

In conclusion, it was stated by Mr . Barkley that Council 
denial of this license would deny a person his constitutional 
right to own and operate a legitimate business within this 
conununity. 

Rebuttal by Staff and Mr. Barkley was permitted by 
Mayor Miller -- each responded to points made, and each 
reaffirmed their positions in this matter. 

Council discussion ensued -- procedures in the publishing 
of the ads were reviewed, with desired clarification provided by 
Mr . Barkley; also reviewed were past procedures of Space 
Adverti s ing Agency; the present role of Mr . Lasky; the structure 
of the invoice; the "fine .line" of the law; etc. Input was a lso 
forthcoming from City Attorney Remelmeyer as to the interpretations 
and options available to the Council. Mr. Barkley again stressed 
the legitimate aspects of the subject business, and urged that the 
Council grant the license. 

There being no one else present who wished to 
Councilman Wilson moved that the hearing be closed . 
was seconded by Councilman Rossberg; roll call vote 
mously favorable. 

be heard , 
His motion 

was unani-

rt was the conunent of Councilman Brown that there is an 
ongoing pattern of behavior which may at some future time be 
corrected , but which has not yet been corrected; there is need 
for evidence of good fa ith. Mr . Brown, therefore , concurred with 
the recommendation of Staf f and MOVED TO DENY THE SUBJECT APPEAL. 
The motion was seconded b y Councilman Rossberg, and roll call vote 
was unanimous l y favorable, "yes" being for deni a l. 

Councilman Wilson stated 
operation is substantially the 
f urther, the business practice 
of an unsuspecting public. 

that he too fee ls the present 
same as . that of Space Advertisi ng 
i s misleading and is taking advantage 

General concurrence with the foregoing r emarks was indicated 
by other members o f the council, it being the specific comment o f 
Mayor Mi l ler that, aside from the Michael Lasky case , there is 
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enough information before him to feel that this particular type 
of operation is neither healthy nor desirable for this community. 

* * * * * * 

The hour being 9:05 P.M., the Council recessed, and 
reconvened as the Redevelopment Agency, returning to its agenda 
at 9:06 P.M. 

* * * * * * 
An EXECUTIVE SESSION to discuss both hours, wages and working 

conditions and pending litigation was held at this time, and the 
Council recessed for same. The meeting resumed at 9:30 P.M. 

* * * * * * 

ROUTINE MATTERS: 

25. AWARD OF ANNUAL CONTRACT for Furnishing Building Paint. 

26. 

27. 

Ref. Bid No. B77-49 - Estimated annual expenditure: 
$10,075.00 

RECOMMENDATION OF FINA.NCE DIRECTOR/BUYER: 
That Council award an Annual Contract for furnishing 
building paint to Sinclair Paints of Lawndale in the 
amount of $10,075.00. 

RE LEASE OF SUBDIVISION BOND - Tract 28035. 
Subdivider: Watt Industries 
Bonding Company: Commercial Union Insurance Company 

BOND TYPE BOND NO. AMOUNT 
Performance (CA 71115-39) $ 41,800 
Payment (CA 71115-39) 20,900 
Inspection (CA 71115-40) 2,000 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEE R: 
That the subject bonds be released. 

RELEASE OF SUBDIVISION BOND - Tract 31330. 
Subdivider: Watt Industries 
Bonding Company: Commercial Union Insurance Company 

·BOND TYPE BOND NO. AMOUNT 
Performance (CA 71098-89) $ 41,800 
Payment {CA 71098-89) 20,900 
Inspection (CA 71098-90) 2,000 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to concur with Staff recom
mendations on agenda items #25, 26, and #27. His motion was seconded 
by Councilman Brown, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable, 
with the exception of Item #25 -- Councilman Rossberg cast a "No" 
vote on #25 for the reason that the P~rvo bid represented a sub
stantial saving, ~na a 14-day delivery commitment should not 
present a problem. --- --, 
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ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

28. Councilman Brown noted recent newpaper article re: Fashion 
Way Shopping Center modification, and requested Staff input 
regarding same. 

29. Councilman Rossberg commended the recent Jerry Lewis 
Telethon and the references to the City of Torrance. Also 
commended by Mr. Rossberg was the Torrance Area Youth Band 
for its fine job at Dodger Stadium on "Torrance Day". 

30. Councilman Rossberg requested recognition, via a Proclama
tion, for the Lupus Society. 

31. Councilman Wilson reported re: citizen complaints .regarding 
construction of a machine shop or body and fender shop at 2044 
West 166th Street, and noisy night operations with a semi-truck 
and fork lifts; further, there were complaints regarding the use 
of the street for parking .by employees. 

Present to affirm the above noted problems were Messrs. 
Don Nakishima and Joe Olson; zoning procedures were also 
questioned. 

Mr. Ray Powater(?), representing the contractor for the 
subject property, noted his concerns regarding the possible hold
up of the construction now underway. 

It was the direction . of Mayor Miller that this matter be 
referred to Staff for an Administrative Hearing, with a report 
back to the Council. 

32. Mr. Arthur Frankel, 23322 Audrey Avenue, reported on the 
flea infestation in his area, and requested that the City contact 
the L.A. County Health Department in this regar6. Staff will 
follow through. 

33. Mr. Bill Piercy, 5508 Calle Mayor, reported on his urgent 
need re: an illegal structure at this location and the immine~t 
closing of an escrow~ This matter was referred to the City Attorney . 
and Planning Director for appropriate and expeditious treatment. 

At 10:25 P.M., the meeting was adjourned . in 
memory of Mildred Edens. 

Ava Cripe 
Minute Secretary 

APPR~ 
t'~ ... 

' h/'! _ /?/_. l .. /,_,;.~ 

Mayor of the City of Torrance 

* * * * * * 
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