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MINUTES OF A REGUIAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

October 5, 1976 

The Torrance City Council convened in a Regular Meeting 
on Tuesday, October 5, 1976, at 5:30 P.M. in the Council Chambers 
at Torrance City Hall. 

2 • ROLL CALL: 

Present: Councilmembers Armstrong, Brewster, Rossberg, 
and Wilson. Councilwoman Geissert arrived at 5:35 P.M. 
Absent: Mayor Miller. 

Also present: Assistant city Manager Scharfman, City 
Attorney Remelmeyer, Deputy City Clerk Moss and City Treasurer 
Rupert. Absent: City Manager Ferraro, city Clerk Coil. 

In the abse~ce of Mayor Miller, Mayor Pro Tern Wilson 
conducted the meeting. 

3 • FLAG SALUTE : 

Water System Manager Borgwat led in the salute to the 
flag. 

4. INVOCATION: 

Reverend Boyd Kifer, Church of the Nazarene, provided the 
invocation for the meeting. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Councilman Armstrong moved to approve the minutes of 
September 21, 1976, as recorded. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable 
(Councilwoman Geissert had not yet arrived at the meeting: Mayor 
Miller absent). 
6. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Brewster moved that after the City Clerk has 
given a number and read title to any resolution or ordinance 
on tonight's agenda, the further reading thereof be waived, 
reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember the right to 
demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in 
regular order. The motion was seconded by Councilman Brewster, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilwoman 
Geissert had not yet arrived at the meeting: Mayor Miller 
absent). 
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7. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

Public Works: 
October 6th at 5:30 P.M.: October 13th at 4:00 P.M. 

~ . . . 
Legislative Liaison: 
October 12th at 6:00 P.M. 

Transportation: 
October 6th at 4:00 P.M. 

Ad Hoc Oil Committee: 
Postponed to October 20th at 5:00 P.M. 

PROCLAMATION: 

8. CREDIT UNION WEEK - October 17-23, 1976. 

So proclaimed by Mayor Pra Tern Wi~son. 

# # # 

At this point in the meeting, the "Community Gardeners" 
entered the Council Chambers with a wheelbarrow containing the 
fruits of their harvests in City garden spots -- these vegetables 
were presented to ~ouncilmembers as a token of their appreciation 
for this project. 

# # # 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS : 

9. RESOLUTION re: agreement with Forest Service providing for 
sharing of costs for Rose Parade Float. 

RESOLUTION NO·- 76-206 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR 
AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST 
THAT CERTAIN COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE CITY AND THE FOREST SERVICE OF THE 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
PROVIDING FOR THE SHARING OF COSTS FOR 
THE FLOAT TO BE ENTERED BY THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE IN THE 1977 TOURNAMENT OF ROSES 

PARADE 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 76-206. Her motion, seconded by Councilman Rossberg, was 
unanimously approved by roll call vote (Mayor Miller absent). 

TRANSPORTATION MATTERS: 

10. RESOLUTION establishing criteria for Identification of 
Elderly and Handicapped for Unlimited Free Travel on the 
Torrance Transit System. 

RESOLUTION NO. 76-207 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE ESTABLISHING THE CRITERIA 

2. City Council 
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FOR IDENTIFICATION OF THE ELDERLY AND 
HANDICAPPED FOR THE PURPOSE OF CARRYING 
OUT COUNCIL POLICY FOR THEIR FREE AND 
UNLIMITED TRAVEL ON REGULARLY SCHEDULED 
ROUTES OF THE TORRANCE TRANSIT SYSTEM 

Councilman Armstrong moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 76-207. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Mayor Miller 
absent). 
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11. REQUEST BY CITY OF REDONDO BEACH THAT THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
PARTICIPATE IN SIGNALIZATION OF RINDGE LANE AND l90TH STREET. 

RECOMMENDATION OF DIRECTOR OF TRANSPORTATION : 
That the City Council decline to participate in the 
funding for installation of traffic signals at the 
intersection of Rindge Lane and l90th Street. 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to concur with the 
above stated recommendation of the Director of Transportation, 
with .the intent being one of cooperation, but in recognition 
of the established priorities for the City of Torrance. The 
motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tern Wilson, and roll call 
vote was unanimous~y favorable (Mayor Miller absent). 

12. PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS - DEL AMO BOULEVARD AT ENTRADERO 
AVENUE. 

RECOMMENDATION OF TRAFFIC COMMISSION/POLICE DEPARTMENT: 
Adoption of Alternative #3b: Signalization of Del Amo 
Boulevard and Entradero Avenue, including a separate 
pedestrian phase. 

RECOMMENDATION OF DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION: 
Adoption of Alternative lOA Modified as budgeted 
(flashing yellow signals and pedestrian island at 
Del Amo/Entradero); but has no objections to 
alternatives #2 (channelize pedestrians to Victor 
crossing) and #12 (signalize Del Amo/Entradero with 
southbound right turn only). 

Staff presentation was provided by Sr. Associate Traffic 
Engineer Collins. 

Present to reiterate expressed concerns regarding the 
traffic problems at the subject intersection and to urge 
signalization of same were: Miss Kathv Derouso , 19329 
Flavian Avenue; Mark Duvall, 5409 Towers Street; Martin DeMont, 
5522 Carmelynn; Ms. Barbara Mi t chell, 5525 Wilma Street; 
Rose Lawson (?), 20530 Anza; and Manuel Deterra, 5505 Wilma 
Street. 

Council discussion regarding the merits of the various 
alternatives followed. Generally favored·was a modified 3b, 
with a built-in maximum delay to expedite traffic flow on 
Del Amo Boulevard -- consideration re: flashing signals on 
weekends was recommended by Councilman Armstrong. 
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Further review of 3b and lOa modified was recommended 
by Councilman Rossberg who MOVE~ to refer this matter back 
to the Traffic Commission and the Department of Transportation 
to "zero in" on 3b and lOa modified to the end that the best 
alternative may be achieved. The motion was seconded by 
Mayor Pro Tern Wilson, but FAILED TO CARRY, with roll call 
vote as follows: 

A~S: COUNCILMEMBERS: Rossberg; Mayor Pro Tem 
Wilson. 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS : Armstrong, Brewster, 
Geissert. 

ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS : Mayor Miller. 
Councilmembers Armstrong and Geissert indicated that their 

negative votes were for the reason that there has been sufficient 
study; Councilman Brewster had no particular objection to the 
motion, but, in his own mind, knows where he stands. 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to concur with the 
recommendation of the Traffic Commission and Police Department 
for approval of alternative #3b, with a direction to Staff that 
a maximum delay be built in in order that there will be some 
assurance that east-west flow on Del Amo Boulevard will result 
further, that Staf~ return in one week with a report on the 
practicability of late night and weekend flashing sign~ls on 
Del Amo. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, 
and roll call vote was as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Armstrong, Geissert, 
Mayor Pro Tern Wilson. 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Brewster, Rossberg.** 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: Mayor Miller. 

** Assistant City Manager Scharfman noted the requirement 
of four affirmative votes in order to approve the necessary 
appropriation of funds -- councilman Rossberg thereupon changed 
his "no" vote to "yes", and the motion carried~ 4-1. 

Councilman Brewster indicated his preference for a 
widened crosswalk and lengthening of the island to the east, 
with a small railing and reflectors at each end of the island. 
Further, Mr. Brewster stated that he is not convinced that 
pedestrian safety is enhanced by a signal, and the accident 
experience at this intersection supports that theory. The 
modified alt~rnative lOa would be the best solution, per 
Councilman Brewster. 

Specifically commended by Councilman Armstrong were the 
efforts of Miss Kathy Derouso in this matter; Mayor Pro Tern 
Wilson directed that a letter of commendation go forward to 
Miss Derouso, with copies to her government teacher and school 
principal. 

4. 
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MANPOWER MATTERS: 

13. RESOLUTION re: On-The-Job Training Programs. 

RESOLUTION NO. 76-208 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECT­
ING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE 
AND ATTEST THOSE CERTAIN CONTRACTS FOR 
ON-THE-JOB TRAINING BY AND BETWEEN THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AND PHILIPS UPHOLSTERING 
COMPANY I URETHANE SERVICES I INC. I VAN 
LINGEN BODY SHOP, INC. , AND PLATT MUS IC 

CORPORATION 

Councilwoman -Geissert moved--for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 76-208. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Rossberg, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable . (Mayor Miller absent) • 

PARK AND RECREATION MATTERS: 

14. ·RESOLUTION recognizing Leslie Wolfsberger for her 
Olympic achievements. 

Noted by AEsistant City Manager Scharfman was the fact 
that Miss Wolfsberger fin~shed higher than any American has 
ever finished before in this particular competition -- it was 
his request that this fact be incorporated in the resolution; 
there was unanimous Council concurrence with this request. 

RESOLUTION NO. 76-209 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE RECOGNIZING LESLIE 
WOLFSBERGER FOR OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT 

IN GYMNASTICS 

Councilman Armstrong moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 76-209, as above amended. His motion was seconded by 
Mayor Pro Tern Wilson, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable 
(Mayor Miller absent). 

15. RESOLUTION revising rules and regulations governing 
Torrance Youth Council. 

RESOLUTION NO. 76-210 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE ESTABLISHING A TORRANCE 

CITY YOUTH COUNCIL 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 76-210. Her motion, seconded by Councilman Rossberg, was 
unanimously approved by roll call vote (Mayor Miller absent). 

Councilwoman Geissert conveyed the Committee's appreciation 
to Youth Council president Laurie Anderson for her valuable input 
in the formulation of these rules and :regulations. 
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SECOND READING ORDINANCES: 

16. ORDINANCE NO. 2697. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2697 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING DIVISION 9 OF 
THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO RECLASSIFY 
'THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY WHICH IS LOCATED ON 
THE WEST SIDE OF PRAIRIE AVENUE APPROXI­
MATELY 100 FEET NORTH OF HICKMAN DRIVE 
AND DESCRIBED IN ZONE CHANGE 76-6 

(Arthur Olson) 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the 
No. 2697 at its second and final reading. 
by Councilman Armstrong, and carried, wi~h 
follows: 

adoption of Ordinance 
Her motion was seconded 
roll call vote as 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Armstrong, Geissert, Rossberg, 
Mayor Pro Tern Wilson. 

NOES : COUNCIL.MEMBERS : None. 
ABSTAIN: COUNCIL.MEMBERS: Brewster (not present at hearing) 

ABSENT: COUNCIL.MEMBERS: Mayor Miller. 

(Councilman Armstrong advised that, - while not present at 
the hearing, he has read the minutes and listened to the tape 
pertaining to this matter.) 

17. ORDINANCE NO. 2698. 

ORDINA:NCE NO. 2698 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE MODIFYING ARTICLE 2 
GOVERNING COMPENSATION PROVISIONS AND 
ARTICLE 5 GOVERNING SPECIAL COMPENSATION 
PROVISIONS OF PART II, CHAPTER 7, DIVISION 
l OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 
2698 at its second and final reading. Her motion, seconded by 
Councilman Armstrong, was unanimously approved by roll call vote 
(Mayor Miller absent). 

18. ORDINANCE NO. 2699. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2699 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE ADDING SECTION 12 TO 
ARTICLE 21 OF CHAPTER 1 OF DIVISION 9, 
AND SECTION 6 TO ARTICLE 22 OF CHAPTER l 
OF DIVISION 9 OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL 
CODE TO PROVIDE FOR PLANNING COMMISSION 
REVIEW OF ALL DEVELOPMENT IN THE C-2 AND 
C-3 ZONES AND REPEALING EMERGENCY ORDINANCE 
NO. 2624 RELATING TO THE SAME MATTER 

6. City Council 
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Councilman Armstrong moved for the adoption of Ordinance 

No. 2699 at its second and final reading. His motion was seconded 
by Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable (Mayor Miller absent). 

19. ORDINANCE NO. 2700. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2700 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE ADDING ARTICLE 34 TO 
CHAPTER 2 OF DIVISION 9 OF THE TORRANCE 
MUNICIPAL CODE TO ES'TI\.BLISH A MEANS FOR 

AMENDING THE GENERAL PLAN 

Councilman Rossberg moved for the adoption of Ordinance 
No. 270cr at its second and final reading. His motion, seconded 
by Councilman Armstrong, was unanimously.approved by roll 
call vote (Mayor Miller absent). 

PLANNING HEARING: 

20. ZC 76-12, Torrance Planninq Commission. Initiation by 
the Torrance Planning Commission of a Change of Zone 
from P-U to R-1 on property located on the east side 
of Ladeene Avenue between 236th and 238th Streets. 
RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION. 

An Affidavit of Publication was presented by Deputy 
City Clerk Moss, and it was ordered filed, there being no 
objection. 

Mayor Pro Tern Wilson announced that this was the time 
and place for the public hearing on ZC 76-12, and inquired if 
anyone wished to be heard. There was no response. 

Councilman Armstrong moved that the hearing.be closed. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Rossberg, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable (Mayor Miller absent). 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to concur with the 
recommendation of the Planning Commission and Planning Department 
for approval of zc 76-12. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Rossberg~ roll call vote was as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILME.MBERS: Armstrong, Rossberg:- Mayor 
Pro Tern Wilson 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Brewster, Geissert 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: Mayor Miller. 

Regarding the negative votes cast, Councilman Brewster 
stated that he does not favor either rezoning or selling of 
the subject property -- Councilwoman Geissert would rather wait 
to dispose of the property. 
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October 5, 1976 

S81 



sS2 
PIANNING APPEAL: 

21. CUP-RD 73-67 & PCR-RD 73-22, Joseph Weiss. Appeal of 
Planning Commission denial of a modification of a 
previously approved Conditional Use Permit and Planning 
Commission Review to allow loading doors fronting on 
Skypark Drive for industrial building on property located 
at the southwest corner of Skypark Drive and Madison 
Street. DENIED BY THE PIANNING COMMISSION. 

Affidavit of Publication was presented by Deputy City 
Clerk Moss, and it was ordered filed, there being no objection. 

Mayor Pro Tern Wilson announced that this was the time 
and place for the subject hearing, and, following Staff presenta­
tion by Planning Associate Gomez, inquired if anyone wished to 
be heard. There was no response. 

Councilman Armstrong moved that the hearing be closed. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Rossberg, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable (Mayor Miller absent). 

Council discussion was directed to the Staff recommenda­
tion that windows be permitted in the structure to facilitate 
the leasing of same -- concurrence was indicated by the Council. 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to concur with the 
recommendation of the Planning Commission and Planning Department; 
further, that window access be provided, subject to approval of 
the Planning Director. The motion was seconded by councilwoman 
Geissert, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Mayor 
Miller absent). 

ROUTINE MATTERS: 

22. AWARD OF CONTRACT - Columbia Park Baseball Diamond Lighting. 

RECOMMENDATION OF PARK SERVICES ADMINISTRATOR: 
That the contract be awarded to Witon Construction Company, 
Inc., and all other bids be rejected. 

23. AWARD OF CONTRACT for 2 Street Sweepers 
Ref. Bid #B76-38 
Expenditure: $55,330 (including Trade-Ins ) 

RECOMMENDATION OF FI:NANCE DIRECTOR/ PURCHASING SUPERVISOR/ 
EQUIPMENT SUPERINTENDENT: That Council approve the following: 
Award #1: An award for one sweeper to the low bidder -
Murphy Machinery Company - in the total amount of $30,210.00, 
including tax. It is also recommended that Council approve 
of the purchase of the truck-dump optional accessory offered 
by the Murphy Machinery Company on their sweeper for the 
additional $2,210.00 amourit, including tax. It is our 
combined judgment that the time remaining for the City to 
be permitted to dump street sweepe~ loads onto City 
streets for pickup is becoming short. we believe that 
soon we will be required to dump directly into trucks 
and this option offered on the Murphy Unit will allow us 
to dump directly into a truck. 
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Award #2: The Murphy Machinery Company has offered the 
City of Torrance their existing Demonstrator Sweeper 
which is identical to the unit recommended above and is 
equipped with the truck-dump unit except that it has 180 
hours total operating time on the unit. The City has 
been offered this unit for $25,000.00 total price. 
This is a substantial savings. (Nots: 180 hours 
operating time is like new time.) 

Therefore,· it is the recormnendation of the Equipment Supt. 
and Purchasing that Council approve of the purchase 
of the DEMONSTRATOR Murphy Street Sweeper in the total 
amount of $25,000.00. 

Trade-ins: 
It is further recormnended that Council approve of the 
trade-in of the two City Street Sweepers being replaced 
(City Units #9100 and #9lp8) to the Murphy Machinery 

Company in the amount of $1,000.00 per unit. 

24. AWARD OF CONTRACT - Fire Department Rescue Tool. 
Ref. Bid #B76-51 
Expenditure: $5,337.31 

RECOMMENDATION OF FINANCE DIRECTOR/BUYER: 
That Council accept the bid submitted by western States 
Fire Apparatus of California, and approve of an award 
to them in the amount of $5,337.31 including tax. 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to concur with Staff 
recommendations on agenda items #22, 23, and #24. His motion 
was seconded by Councilman Rossberg, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable (Mayor Miller absent). 

# # # 

At this point in the meeting, Councilwoman Geissert moved 
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to continue as the City Council in joint session with the Redevelop­
ment Agency, convening the Agency at this time, the hour being 
7:13 P.M. The motion was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Mayor Miller absent). 
The joint session was concluded at 7:26 P.M., and the Council 
continued its business as follows: 

ADDENDUM ITEM: 

25. SKYPARK REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT. 

RESOLUTION NO. RA 76-211 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE CONSENTING TO A JOINT PUBLIC 
HEARING OF THE CITY COUNCIL AND THE REDEVELOP­
~.ENT AGENCY OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE ON THE 
PROPOSED REDEVELOPMENT PLAN AS CHANGED FOR 
THE SKYPARK REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT, AUTHORIZ­
ING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A DATE THEREFOR, AND 
PUBLICATION OF NOTICE OF SAID JOINT PUBLIC 

HEARING 

9. City Council 
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384 Councilman Armstrong moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 76-211. His motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tern Wilson, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Mayor Miller absent). 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

26. Assistant City Manager Scharfman advised that there would 
be a quorum for the October 19th Council meeting. 

27. City Attorney Remelmeyer requested a brief Executive 
Session following this meeting. 

28. Mayor Pro Tem Wilson introduced Acting Park and Recreation 
Director Gene Barnett. 

29. Councilman Armstrong advised that a professional commitment 
will necessitate his tardy arrival (approximately 9:15 P.M.) at 
the October 12th Council meeting. 

30. Next noted by Councilman Armstrong was the fact that he 
will be in attendance at the League of California Cities meeting 
on October 19th, as a delegateo Mr. Armstrong reviewed legis­
lative matters to be reviewed at the League meeting, and 
requested input on these issues from fellow Councilmembers. 

31. Councilman Armstrong referred to a recent Western City 
article pertaining to "flag stops" employed by the San Diego 
Transit System, and requested review of this aspect by Director 
of Transportation· Horkay. 

32. The scheduling of a Finance Committee meeting to discuss. 
Revenue Sharing Guidelines was requested by Councilwoman Geissert. 

33. Councilwoman Geissert reviewed the recent meeting per-
taining to the South Bay County movement, and requested a 
Staff report containing financial figures on possible pro/con 
arguments of the various compositions of a separate County 
which would reflect the advantages to Torrance. 

34. Councilman Rossberg reported on action taken by the South 
Bay Cities Association regarding a South Bay County: the passing 
of pertinent resolutions, and the indication that they were going 
to put together a geographical area for a separate County and to 
petition for same. 

Assistant City Manager Scharfman stated that Staff would 
provide certain data pertaining to family incomes, sales tax 
receipts per capita, present property tax rates, the service 
level in each City, etc. 

35. Councilman Rossberg commended all responsible for the 
enjoyable Farewell Luau for retired Park and Recreation Director . 
Van Bellehem. 

At 8:00 P.M. the Council recessed for an Executive Session 
to discuss pending litigation (a proper subject matter, per city 
Attorney Remelmeyer}. 

The Council returned at 8:10 P.M. for formal adjournment 
(no action was taken). 

Ava Cripe 10. 
Minute Secretary 
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