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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

April 6, 1976 

The Torrance City Council convened in a Regular Meeting 
on Tuesday, April 6 0 1976, at 5:30 P.M. in the Council 
Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2 . ROLL CALL: 

Present: Councilmembers Armstrong, Brewster, Geissert, 
Rossberg, Surber, Wilson and Mayor Miller. Absent: None. 

Also present: City 
Manager Scharfman, Deputy 
City Clerk Moss. Absent: 
Clerk Coil, City Treasurer 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

Manager Ferraro, Assistant 
city Attorney Freeman, and 
City Attorney Remelmeyer, 
Rupert. 

City 
Deputy 
City 

Boy Scout Troop #65 led in the salute to the flag. 

4. JNVOCATION: 

Reverend Lee Roy Brandes, Lutheran Church of the Good 
,..,_ __ ,_ __ ..;1 _____ .: ...:J-..:1 .&."L.- .!. ___ ..:...._ __ .&-.: --
t.:1.l1'Wl:-'.l.lC.L U..1 J::J.L. UV ..L\.A.\,,;.\.A. \...L.1~ 4.1.J.V U\,..;.U'""'..LV.1.&. • 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5 • APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Councilman Armstrong moved to approve the minutes of 
March 16, 1976, as recorded. His motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

6. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Surber moved that after the City Clerk has 
given a number and read title to any resolution or ordinance 
on tonight's agenda, the further reading thereof be waived, 
reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember the right to 
demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in 
regular order. The motion was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

7. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

No reports. 

1. City Council 
April 6, 1976 
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PROCLAMATION: 

8. PUBLIC SCHOOLS WEEK - April 18-24, 1976. 

So proclaimed by Mayor Miller. 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS: 

9. REQUEST FOR CITY RECOGNITION of 10-year Torrance 
Unified School District employees. 

RESOLUTION NO. 76-55 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE EXPRESSING ITS CONGRATU
LATIONS AND THANKS TO 
FOR TEN YEARS OF SERVICE AS AN EMPLOYEE OF 

THE TORRANCE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 76-55. Her motion, seconded by Councilman Wilson, was unani
mously ~pproved by roll call vote. 

PUBLIC WORKS: 

10. 1976 WEED ABATEMENT PROGRAM. 

Heard later in the meeting - See Page 9. 

11 ~ RE~OLTJ'T'ION authorizing vacatio~ cf :!ley sc~th ~~ 
Pacific Coast Highway west of Hillworth Avenue. 

RESOLUTION NO. 76-56 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE ORDERING THE VACATION 
OF THE ALLEY WEST OF HILLWORTH AVENUE 
SOUTH OF PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY IN THE 

CITY OF TORRANCE 

Councilman Armstrong moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 76-56. His motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

12. RESOLUTION authorizing acceptance of future street, 
234th Street west of Arlington Avenue (Lot 19, 
Tract No. 23526). 

RESOLUTION NO. 76-57 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE ACCEPTING FOR DEDICATION 
FOR STREET PURPOSES LOT 19 OF TRACT NO. 
23526 AND NAMING SUCH ACCEPTED LOT 

234TH STREET 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 76-57. The motion was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

2. City Council 
April 6, 1976 
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REAL PROPERTY: 

13. RESOLtrrION re: Baseball Leases. 

RESOLUTION NO. 76-58 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR 
AND CI'!'Y .CLERK TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST 
THOSE CERTAIN AGREEMENTS RENEWING THOSE 
CERTAIN LEASES-DATED JANUARY 30, 1970 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE AND THE 
TORRANCE NATIONAL LITTLE LEAGUE, PACIFIC 
COAST LITTLE LEAGUE, TORRANCE AMERICAN 
BOYS' BASEBALL, TORRANCE CENTRAL LITTLE 

LEAGUE 
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Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
76-58. His motion was seconded by Councilman Surber, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

1(. SALE OF SURPLUS PROPERTY - Parcel located at 182nd Street 
east of Crenshaw. 

RECOMMENDATION OF LAND MANAGEMENT TEAM: 
That Council approve the sale of City-owned parcel 
located at 182nd Street east of Crenshaw with a minimum 
~rice, and in accordance with the Notice to Bidders. 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to 
recommendation of the Land Management Team. 
seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll call 
mously favorable. 

TRANSPORTATION MATTERS: 

concur with the 
Tpe motion was 
vote was unani-

15. RESOLUTION extending assessment amounts in Street 
Lighting District No. 16. 

RESOLUTION NO. 76-59 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, LEVYING THE 
ASSESSMENT FOR THE FIFTH YEAR (OF THE 
FIVE YEAR PERIOD) BEGINNING NOVEMBER 1, 
1976, AND ENDING OCTOBER 31, 1977, 
PURSUANT TO PROCEEDINGS UNDER RESOLtrrION 
OF INTENTION NO. 72-147~ ORDERING THE 
CITY CLERK TO TRANSMIT DIAGRAM AND 
ASSESSMENT TO THE COUNTY TAX COLLECTOR 
AND EMPOWERING SAID TAX COLLECTOR TO 
MAKE COLLECTION OF SAID ASSESSMENTS FOR 
THE SAID FIFTH YEAR AND TO TRANSFER FROM 
THE GENERAL FUND TO THE STREET LIGHTING 
DISTRICT NO. 16 FUND $39,576.00 AS THE 
CITY'S CONTRIBtrrION TO AID AND ASSIST IN 
MEETING A PORTION OF THE COST HEREIN 

3. City Council 
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AND AS REFERRED TO IN RESOLUTION NO. 
72-145, ADOPI'ED JULY 18, 1972. 

(STREET LIGHTING DISTRICT NO. 16) 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 76-59. His motion was seconded by·councilwoman Geissert, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

FISCAL MATTERS: · 

16. RESOLUTION authorizing application for third year funding 
of Intruder Alarm Grant~ 

RESOLUTION NO. 76-60 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE APPROPRIATING MATCHING 
FUNDS TO IMPLEMENT THE THIRD YEAR OF THE 
INTRUDER ALARM GRANT FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT 

PURPOSES 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 76-60. Her motion, &econded by Councilman Wilson, was unani
mously approved by roll call vote. 

MANPOWER MATTERS: 

17. RESOLUTION re: On-The-Job Training Programs. 

RESOLUTION NO. 76-61 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECT
ING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE 
AND ATTEST THAT CERTAIN CONTRACT FOR 
ON-THE-JOB TRAINING BY AND BETWEEN THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AND PILOT MANUFACTURING 
COMPANY AND AH-QUA HONE, INC. 

Councilman Armstrong moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 76-61: his motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

PARK AND RECREATION .MATTERS: 

18. USE OF ENTRADERO PARK AS MOTOCROSS SITE. 

RECOMMENDATION OF PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION: 
That the request of Mr. Bob Osborn for a permit to hold 
a bicycle/motocross race at Entradero Park for one day 
only be granted. It was further recommended that such 
approval be subject to the requirement that Mr. Osborn 
provide all the necessary insurance, license fees, 
waivers, etc., as required by Staff, it being understood 
that this event is not being co-sponsored by the City in 
any way. 

4 . City Council 
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RECOMMENDATION OF PARK AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT: 
The Park and Recreation Department does not recommend 
granting use of the sump area for a bicycle motocross 
race. 

Mr. Bob Osborn, 5222 Arvada Street, was present to provide 
desired clarification, and to indicate concurrence with require
ments recommended by the Park and Recreation Commission. 

It was the consensus of the Council that the one-day only 
aspect of this event would prove valuable in the overall evalua
tion of bicycle motocrosses. , 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to concur with the 
recommendation of the Park and Recreation Commission to grant 
Mr. Osborn's request, subject to Staff requirements. The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Rossberg, and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable. 

PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

19. RESOLUTION establishing a procedure for employee relations 
for seasonal-recurrent employees. 

RESOLUTION NO. 76-62 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE ESTABLISHING A PROCEDURE 
FOR EMPLOYEE RELATIONS FOR SEASONAL 

""'"'T':'l"" .. -r"l""lloT"'ll~............ ~··-- ---~,...-
.CU:.\.. UL\..CU:..l.'11 .L .l.:o!'.Lt" .1.JU l'..l:.l.C...::> 

Councilman Armstrong moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 76-62. His motion, seconded by Councilman Wilson, was 
unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

20. TRANSIT OPERATIONS SUPERVISOR. 

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION ACTION: 
At their February 23, 1976 meeting, the Civil Service 
Commission adopted the revised class specification~ 
however, without the recommended two years of full time 
supervisory experience. This decision was made, based on 
the February 4th memo from Executive Officer Donovan 
and the Commission's feeling that current employees should 
be offered a chance of promotion. 

RECOMMENDATION OF PERSONNEL MANAGER: 
That the class specification for Transit Operations 
Supervisor be adopted as recommended in our February 3, 
1976 report and that your Honorable Body adopt the 
subject Resolution. 

MOTION: Councilman Surber moved to concur with the above 
stated recommendation of the Personnel Manager. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was unani
mously favorable. 

5. City Council 
April 6, 1976 
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RESOLUTION NO. 76-63 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
SETTING FORTH SALARY AND WAGE SUPPLE
MENTAL BENEFITS FOR THE CLASSIFICATION 

OF TRANSIT OPERATIONS SUPERVISOR 

Councilman Surber moved for adoption of Resolution No. 
76-63. His motion was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and 
roll call vote was unanimously -favorable. 

21. TRAFFIC AND LIGHTING SUPERVISOR. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION/PERSONNEL 
MANAGER: That Council approve the revised class 
specification of Traffic and Lighting Supervisor. 

MOTION: Councilman Surber moved to concur with the above 
recommendation of the Civil Service Commission and the Personnel 
Manager. The motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

MATTERS NOT OTHERWISE CLASSIFIED: 

22. RESOLUTION re: "Automatic Aid" Joint Powers agreement 
for fire protection with the City of Redondo Beach. 

RESOLUTION NO. 76-64 

A RESOLD'"TIOi~ OF THE CITY COu"""NCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING 
THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND 
ATTEST THAT CERTAIN JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT 
BY AND BETWEEN THE CITIES OF REDONDO BEACH 
AND TORRANCE PROVIDING FOR "AUTOMATIC MUTUAL 
AID" FIRE AND EMERGENCY PROTECTION ASSISTANCE 

BETWEEN SAID CITIES 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
76-64. His motion, seconded by Councilman Surber, was unanimously 
approved by roll call vote. 

23. HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM procedural 
guidelines for processing residential rehabilitation 
assistance. 

It was the recommendation of Councilman Brewster that there 
be a specific definition of the term "income" (Page 2, Item B); 
that the reference to "total assets" (Item C) should be "total 
beneficial assets". 

Mayor Miller reviewed the recent matter involving the 
State Supreme Court ruling re: Lawson Savings and Loan vs. 
Tucker, and the need for an opinion from the City Attorney in 
this particular regard and the possible effect thereon. 

Further noted by Councilman Brewster was the need for 
representation on the committee by Finance Department or 
Treasurer's office staff -- City Manager Ferraro advised that 

6. City Council 
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the membership would be app~opriately revised. 

Income qualification was next reviewed -- it was the 
request of Mayor Miller that Staff provide a report in six 
months regarding the status of the program in terms of 
income requirements and what has transpired in this particular 
area of the program. 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to refer Item #23 
back to Staff for further input, to be returned to the 
Council in one week. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Wilson, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 

24. ORDINANCE re: ZC 72-10 and TT 26507 (Final Tract Maps 
28035 and 31334), Phillip Nicholson. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2645 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TOKRANCE AMENDING DIVISION 9 OF 
THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO RECLASSIFY 
THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY WHICH IS LOCATED 
NORTH OF ROLLING HILLS ESTATES BOUNDARY 
BETWEEN HAWTHORNE BOULEVARD AND CRENSHAW 
BOULEVARD, AND DESCRIBED IN TT 26507 

AND ZC 72-10 

· ...... 

Councilman Wilson moved for the approval of prdinance No. 
~645 at its ~first reading. His motion, second~d by Councilman 
Armstrong, carried, with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Armstrong, Geissert, Rossberg, 
Wilso"n; Mayor Miller. 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Brewster, Surber. 

25. RESOLUTION authorizing amendments to the Land Use Element 
of the General Plan. 

RESOLUTION NO. 76-65 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING THE LAND USE 
ELEMENT OF THE GENERAL PLAN ADOPTED 
AUGUST 29 0 1974 BY RESOLUTION NO. 74-194, 
TO RECLASSIFY (1) THE FORMER MADISON SCHOOL 
SITE LOCATED ON THE WEST SIDE OF AMIE AVENUE 
BETWEEN 176TH STREET AND ARTESIA BOULEVARD 
FROM OPEN SPACE TO LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL, 
(2) THE SOUTH SIDE OF 190TH STREET, EASTERLY 

OF ENTRADERO AVENUE, DESCRIBED IN ZONE CHANGE 
75-5 FROM COMMERCIAL TO LOW MEDIUM DENSITY 
RESIDENTIAL, (3) THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF 
190TH STREET AND BERYL STREET, DESCRIBED IN 
ZONE CHANGE 74-16, FROM RETAIL COMMERCIAL TO 
MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL, (4) THE PORTION 
OF THE FORMER OCEAN AVENUE SCHOOL SITE 
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DESCRIBED IN ZONE CHANGE 74-12 LOCATED AT 
THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF 238TH STREET AND 
OCEAN AVENUE FROM OPEN SPACE TO LOW DENSITY 
RESIDENTIAL, (5) THE PROPERTY LOCATED BETWEEN 
PARK STREET AND MADISON STREET, APPROXIMATELY 
400 FEET SOUTH OF NEWTON STREET AND DESCRIBED 
IN TT 32149, FROM MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL 
TO LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL, (6) THE PROPERTY 
LOCATED BETWEEN HAWTHORNE BOULEVARD AND 
CRENSHAW BOULEVARD AND BETWEEN WINLOCK 
ROAD AND THE SOUTHERLY CITY LIMITS DESCRIBED 
IN TT 26507 AND APPROVED REVISIONS THEREOF, 
FROM LOW MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL TO LOW 

DENSITY RESIDENTIAL 

Councilman Armstrong moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 76-65. His motion, seconded by Councilman Surber, carried, 
with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Armstrong, Surber, Wilson; 
Mayor Miller. 

NOES: COUNCILME.MBERS: Brewster, Geissert. 
ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEMBERS: Rossberg. 

Councilman Brewster stated that his negative vote was 
cast because of Item 4 _(Ocean Avenue) in the Resolution; he is 
in concurrence with the remainder of the Resolution contents. 
Councilwoman Geissert voiced her objections to Items 2 and 4, 
hence her negative vote. 

APPEAI:r - arHER THAN PLANNING: 

26. CITIZEN APPEAL OF TRAFFIC COMMISSION DECISION to install 
a berm on Del Amo Boulevard at Talisman Street restrict
ing ingress and egress to "Right Turn Only". 

Staff pres.entation was made by Associate Transportation 
Engineer Collins and Director of Transportation Horkay. 

The appellant, Mr. Don Bradway, 4629 Deelane Street, 
was present to reaffirm the present traffic problems in the 
area, and, in his opinion, the proposed installation of an 
asphalt berm at Del Amo and Talisman will greatly increase 
these problems. The "Right Turn Only" ~spect will present 
further problems of inconvenience for the neighborhood, per 
Mr. Bradway. 

Other speakers who protested the berm, with specific 
objections to the "R-ight Turn Only" were: t1rs. Marsha 
Felmann, 4630 Deelane Street; Mrs. Shirley Shute, 19905 
Hawthorne Boulevard; Mr. Bernard Quinn, Quinn's Dairy, 
4016 Del Amo Boulevard; and Mrs. Gary Pitts, 19910 Bernist 
Avenue. 

Favoring the berm were Mr. Joseph Bedrina of Talisman 
Avenue and Mrs. Claire Dellemann, 4701 Darien Street. 

Council discussion followed. Reviewed were signal 
priorities, future development in the area, the signalization 

8. City Council 
April 6, 1976 

·. 



... 

and raised island ultimately scheduled for the Del Amo/Talisman 
intersection, the particular problems presented by Inglewood 
Boulevard traffic, future Anza/Inglewood development plans, 
the traffic patterns and problems in the subject area, etc. 

It was the ultimate consensus of the Council that a 
"temporary temporary" berm, at a very minimal cost, might be 
considered for installation following .traffic counts, 
comparative studies, and Staff evaluation. 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved that the Department 
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of Transportation be directed.to begin comparative studies and 
traffic counts -- this should include the entire parking problem 
on the access road along Hawthorne Boulevard at the intersections 
of Halison and Deelane, along with the other problems of record -
this matter to be returned to the Council on June 15 1 1976. 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Surber, and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable. 

The Council now returned tu: 

PUBLIC WORKS: 

10. 1976 WEED ABATEMENT PROGRAM~ · ·-

Mayor Miller announced that this was the time and place 
for the hearing ·on the Resolution of Intention No. 76-46 
declaring parcels described in said Resolution to be a public 
nuisance, and providing for the abatement ther~of, excepting 
the following parcels: 

Parcel No. 
4084-23-19 
7368-2-1 
7370-6-1 
7535-4-9 
7377-3-18 
4092-4-11 
4089-34-22 
4087-36-13. 

Deputy Ci~y Clerk Moss presented ~he. Affidavit of Mailing. 
Councilman Armstrong moved that it be received and filed. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable. 

Mayor Miller inquired if anyone present wished to be 
heard. There was no response. Councilman Wilson moved that 
the hearing be closed. His motion, seconded by Councilman 
Surber, was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

At the request of Mayor Miller, Deputy City Clerk Moss 
assigned a number and read title to: 

9. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 76-66 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND INSTRUCT
ING THE CONTRACTOR TO ABATE THE NUISANCE 
LOCATED ON OR IN FRONT OF PROPERTIES IN THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AS DESCRIBED IN RESOLUTION 

NO. 76-46 

Councilman Surber moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
76-66. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

ROUTINE MATTERS: 

27. EXPENDITURES IN EXCESS OF $300: 

RECOMMENDATION OF FINANCE DIRECTOR: 
That Council approve the ·following purchases: 

1. $348.66 to Johnny Gillette Tire Company for necessary 
tire repair and :-ecapping services "as required" by 
the City Garage. 

2. $499.23 to Lacal Company, Inc. for various Wayne 
Sweeper repair parts, as requested by the City 
Garage. 

3. $309.84 to Southern California Fence Company for 
miscellaneous chain link fence supplies requested 
by the Park Services Division for the Ocean Avenue 
Extension Community Garden at Lago Seco Park. 

4. $964.07 to Motorola Communications and Electronics, 
Inc. for one only Motorola mobile radio as requested 
by the Department of Transportation as part of the 
Torrance Transit System Management Improvement Plan. 

5. $641.98 to A-1 Turf Irrigation Sales for necessary 
pipe and pipe fittings requested by the Park Services 
Division for use at the Ocean Avenue Extension 
Community Garden at Lago Seco Park. 

6. $359.23 to Johnsons Stationery and Supply Company 
for one only desk and chair requested by the Planning 
Department - the city will be reimbursed from funds 
from the Federal Housing Community Development 
Program. 

7. $671.87 to Overhead Door Service Company for necessary 
repair and preventative maintenance services to 11 City 
overhead door assemblies. 

8. $572.19 to Target Chemical Company for necessary 
chemicals requested by the Street-Tree Division. 
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9. $321.21 to vehicle Parts Warehouse for miscellaneous 
automotive repair parts requested by the City Garage. 

10. $611.62 to Pacific Sales for one only replacement 
refrigerator required by the Fire Department for 
Station #1. 

11. $439.90 to H.C. Lawson Company for 100 each 6-inch 
valve box covers requested by the Water Department. 

12. $638.25 to Zee Medical Products for 25 special 
make-up first aid kits requested by the Police 
Department. 

13. $364.64 to Engine Parts Corporation for pne only rush 
rebuilt replacement Ford engine as requested by the 
City Garage. 

14. $416.26 to Hines Automotive Chemical for one only 
drum of automotive brake fluid as requested by the 
City Garage. 

15. $1725.00 to Hermosa Construction for a contract to 
provide concrete foundation for the donated building 
being relocated to the City Airport. 
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16. $400.00 to Hermosa Construction to install miscellaneous 
plumbing at the Airport for this donated building, as 
requested by the Building and Safety Department. 

17. $314.82 to Larry Miller Motor Manuals for 15 library 
books as requested by the City Librarian. 

18. $319.02 to Sears Contract Sales for 24 sets of prisoner 
clothing requested by the Police Department. 

28. DONATION FROM DEL AMO KIWANIS CLUB FOR POLICE COMMUNITY 
RELATIONS/CRIME PREVENTION. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CHIEF OF POLICE: 
That .the $100 donation of the Del Amo Kiwanis Club be 
officially accepted and utilized as specified by donor 
(purchasing decals for the Neighborhood Watch Program). 

**See Page 12. 

29. FINAL TRACT MAP NO. 28536 
(7th Phase Tentative Tract No. 26507) 
Subdivider: Watt Industries 
Location: South side of Rolling Hills Road midway 

between Hawthorne and Crenshaw Boulevards. 
No. of Lots: 76. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER/PLANNING DIRECTOR: 
That Final Tract Map No. 28536 be approved. 

11. City Council 
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MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to concur with Staff 
recommendations on agenda items #27, 28, and 29. The motion 
was seconded by Councilman Brewster, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable. 

Re: Item #28: 
**It was the request of Mayor Miller that a letter of 

appreciation for this donation go forward to the Del Amo 
Kiwanis Club. 

ADDENDUM ITEM: 

30. HIRING OF GRADING CONTRACTOR - DE PORTOLA PARK: 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER/PARK AND RECREATION 
DIRECTOR/CITY ATTORNEY: That Mushroom Construction 
Company be hired at a lump sum cost of $8,900 to do the 
grading according to the architect's plan of March 18, 
1976. Approximately 6,000 cubic yards are to be moved 
on site with no import or export. No additional 
appropriation is required. 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to concuL with the 
above stated recommendation. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was unanimously favor
able. 

# # # 

The hour being 7:18 P.M., Councilman Armstrong moved , 
to recess as the City Council, and reconvene as the Redevelop
Agency. His motion was seconded by .. Councilman Rossberg, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. The Council returned 
to its agenda at 7:20 P.M. 

# # # 

ADDENDUM ITEM: 

31. HILLSIDE ORDINANCE. 

Mayor Miller reviewed the series of events which have 
transpire~ to this date in this matter. Building and Safety 
Director McKinnon displayed a map depicting the revised 
boundary of the moratorium area -- Deputy City Attorney 
Freeman clarified the proposed revisions to the Hillside 
Ordinance. 

At the request of Mayor Miller, Deputy City Clerk Moss 
assigned a number and read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2646 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE IMPOSING A MORATORIUM ON 
THE CONSTRUCTION OF BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES 
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AND THE GRADING OF REAL PROPERTY WITHIN 
THE AREA DESCRIBED HEREIN (RIVIERA
WALTERIA HILLSIDE AREA) AND DECLARING 

THE PRESENCE OF AN EMERGENCY 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Emergency 
Ordinance No. 2646 at its first and only reading. His motion 
was seconded by Councilman Surber. (Motion later restated -
See Page 15.) 

Prior to.taking action on the above motion, Mayor Miller 
invited comments from the audience. 

On behalf of the Riviera Homeowners Association, its 
president, Mr. Spencer Willens, 505 Via la Selva, stated that 
the Association is not against the reduction of the scope of 
the moratorium so long as it continues to include those areas 
of concern and principal interest, which seems to be the case. 
Further, per Mr. Willens, certain provisions of the existing 
Hillside Ordinance should be recognized and adhered to ••••• 
(Section 914.10 -"All undeveloped parcels of land shall be 
subject to the provisions of a Precise Plan.") 

Attorney Edward Villalobos represented contractors 
David Provencio and Alex Madrid, owners of Lots 35 through 
40 on Mesa Street, which is part of the moratorium area. 
Mr. Villalobos outlined the hardships created by this 
unexpected action for these gentlemen -- specifically noted 
was the fact that Lots 37 and 38 have been completely graded 
and are in need of immediate reinforcement in order to 
prevent any slippage. Also noted was the construction delay 
creaLeu by th~ City in its request for a re-engineering 0£ 
the foundations and additional soil tests for ~eassurance 
that there would not be any problems. 

It was the request of Mr. Villalobos, on behalf of his 
clients, that Section 2 be amended to exclude from the 
moratorium those builders who have substantially committed 
themselves to begin construction on the affected property. 

Discussion was directed to the matter of graded lots 
it was the recommendation of Building and Safety Director 
McKinnon that in cases where grading is underway, it should 
be completed, in order to stabilize the hill, per SECTION 2 
of the subject ordinance. 

Other speakers were: 
graded 
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Mr. Jim York: They presently have a Jot on Newton Street 
affected by the proposed action. Mr. York likewise reviewed the 
problems surrounding unfinished grading and the role of the 
retaining wall as part of the foundation on hillside lots -- the 
cost aspect was also noted. 

Mr. Don Mass, owner of a lot at 356 Paseo de Are~a, which 
has all the necessary grading -- he requested permission to 
continue with his building. He was advised that his property 
is not now in the moratorium area. 

Mr. Halsey Jenowith (? ) , 1600 Ardmore, Hermosa Beach: 
Owner of Lot ·#lO, 4213 Mesa, expressed concern regarding the 
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substantial investment in this property, and the effect of the 
moratorium thereon. 

Mr. James Gurlock: owner of property on Mesa Street 
(Lots 41 and 42) noted that the existing single-family 
residences on this street "seem to be standing up rather 
nicely", and the fact that the City has on file current 
updated geological reports substantiating that the remaining 
properties can be developed satisfactorily, minus any hazard. 
Mr. Gurlock questioned the basis for the moratorium -
clarification, including the general background history of 
the area, was provided by Mayor Miller, Deputy City Attorney 
Freeman, and Building and Saf~ty Director McKinnon. 

Attornev Edward Villalobos returned to recommend revision 
of Section 2 of the proposed ordinance to provide necessary 
relief for builders who have begun construction, as well as for 
those with financial commitments. 

Mr. Sigmund Kaplinger, 4241 Paseo de las Tortugas: 
Reviewed the long standing problems of the residents on 
Pcseo de las Tortugas created by continuing development of 
the hillside, the objections voiced by him through the years, 
etc. Mr. Kaplinger urgeG that every precaution be taken to 
assure that the land is in good shape. 

Mr. Dick Oliveras, 24239 Ocean Avenue, stated that he 
had done the grading on Lots #37 and #38, and indicated his 
concern regarding their present state. Mr. Jim York reaffirmed 
the like status of his Newton Street lot; also noted was the 
involvement of this property in a pending ~nvironmentaL Impact 
Report on Bluff Street, and the fact that this·matter will be 
before the Environmental Review Board on April 7th. 

Mr. Lee Roberts, 4309 Paseo de las Tortuga·s: Pointed out 
his past warnings to the Council re: potential slide hazards on 
Mesa Street -- in his opinion, Lots 37 and 38 are in an 
extremely hazardous area, and another slide will inevitably 
occur if they are built upon. Mr. Roberts questioned the 
rapid issuance of the grading permit for the subject lots, 
approximately two days before the moratorium -- there should 
be an investigation regarding the cost of filling the land 
and returning it to its original conditions. In conclusion, 
Mr. Roberts recommended that the advice of the consultant be 
obtained and abided by, without the granting of numerous 
exceptions. 

Mr. Al Madrid, owner of Lot 38, stated that this lot is 
better engineered than Lot 34. Building and Safety Director 
McKinnon responded that each lot is different and must be 
assessed on an individual basis; the "cookbook" approach will 
not work. 

Mr. Jim Whittelesev, 4014 west 232nd Street, owner of 
Lot #11 at 4209 Mesa, stated that he had no knowledge of 
problems in this area; has had a building permit for over one year; 
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necessary soil and geological reports have been provided 
Mr. Whittelesey indicated his surprise at the complaints 
now being recorded. 

~here were no fqrther comments from the audience. 

In line with Staff clarification and recommendation, it 
was the consensus of the Council that SECTION 2 should be 
amended to state: " •••••• where grading has commenced and 
where retaining walls or other devices are necessary to 
stabilize the hills and where those walls and/or devices 
are a part of the structure,shall be allowed to continue, 
in the opinion of the Building and Safety Director." 

Formal action taken by the Council is reflected below: 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of 
Emergency Ordinance No. 2646, with Section 2 as above amended, 
at its first and only reading_ The motion was· seconded by 
Councilman Rossberg, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

It was confirmed by Councilmember Brewster that the 
findings of Converse Davis re: properties affected by the 
amended Section 2 would be at hand before any builders would 
be allowed to proceed. 

It was tbe·request of Councilman Brewster that there 
be Staff investigation of the new homes on Vista Largo --
the problems_ presented by the recent ra:i n !':toi:-:m ;:i_nd ri:ls'.:!.lta!'!t 
mud; the canyon-like effect .of these homes<!>fetc. -- and 
consideration, for the Hillside Ordinance,/setback and height 
limitations, particularly on the uphill side of the street. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS.: 

32. Councilman Armstrong commended Chief Nash and the Police 
Department for the substantial drop in major crimes in this 
City -- 11 a tremendous achievement". 
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33. Appropriate recognition for Medal of valor recipients Police 
Officer Jarvis and Firefighter Mccarter was requested by Councilman 
Armstrong. 

34. The League's Legislative Bulletin re: A.B. 337 was 
reviewed by Councilman Armstrong, with note of the fact that 
the bearing will be held on April 7th and the recommendation 
that the City again record its opposition to same. 

35. Councilman Armstrong requested that an appropriate letter 
go forward to Congressman Mccloskey regarding his recent efforts 
in behalf of the MIA program. 

36. Councilman Brewster commented on the actions of the City 
of Lomita re: the Airport Master Plan -- hopefully it can be 
communicated to them that the City of Torrance is trying to deal 
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openly and fairly and hear all people concerned in this 
matter. 

37. SCRTD matters were reported by Councilman Brewster 
including: the status of A.B. 1806 (the strike fund bill); 
Labor Protective Resolution (consideration by Legislative 
Liaison Committee recommended); and South Bay Improvement 
Plan hearing on April 7th. 

38. Councilman Wilson commended the higher priority assigned 
the Crenshaw grade separation by PUC. 

39. Councilman Wilson noted -the forthcoming meeting of 
the Los Angeles Harbor/Aviation Commissions, and ascertained 
that Director of Transportation Horkay would be present, on 
behalf of the City. 

At 9:25 P.M., Councilman Wilson moved to adjourn to 
Tuesday, April 13, 1976, at 6:00 P.M. for the purpose of 
the Gary A. Bayless hearing. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Surber, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

# 

APPROVED: 

~~~ 
Mayor o f the City of Torrance 

Ava Cripe 
Minute Secretary 

# # 

·· .. j~!)/lf 
Vernon w. -Coil t c l erk o f the 
City of Torrance 
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