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City Council - January 20, 1976 

SUBJECT: 
OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. Call to Order 
2. Roll Call 
3. Flag Salute 
4. Invocation. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 
5. Approval of Minutes 
6. Motion to Waive Further Reading 
7. Council Committee Meetings 

PRESENTATIONS.: 
SA. Plaque from North Torrance Residents 
8. Girls' AYSO All Star Team 
9. Operating Program Status and Performance Measures 

of the Fire Department 
10. Donation for Spring Folk Art Festival 

PROCLAMATION: 
11. Voter Registration week 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS: 
12. Resolution commending Kenny Uyeda 

PUBLIC WORKS: 
13. Right-of-Way Acquisition District No. 2 

COMMISSION MATTERS: 
14. Tile Plaques to Former City Commissioners 

REAL PROPERTY: 
15. Agreement with Southern Pacific Transportation 

Company for purchase of property, Wit~drawn 
16. Resolution re: Sale of Surplus City Property 
17. Initial Service Fee for T-Hangars 

TRANSPORTATION MATTERS: 
18. Installation of a Raised Asphaltic Berm 
19. Future Alignment of Earl Street 

MANPOWER MATTERS: 
20. Final Allocation for Title I of CETA 

PERSONNEL MATTERS: 
21. Executive Session 

PLANNING HEARING: 
22. Appeal of Precise Plan 75-12, David B. Halstead 

ROUTINE MATTERS: 
23. Expenditures over $300 
24. Improvement of Torrance Boulevard 
25. Final Tract Map No. 27826 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 
26. Councilwoman Geissert re: A.B. 2133 
27. Councilman Wilson, congratulations to Art Horkay, 

president, ARBA's Municipal/Airport Division 
28. Councilman Wilson re: Hickory Avenue truck route 
29. Building and Safety Director McKinnon re: banner 

request 
30. Ms. Ruth Brand re: neighborhood dogs 

Adjourned at 7:55 P.M. 
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January 20, 1976 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

The Torrance City Council convened in a Regular Meeting 
on Tuesday, January 20, 1976, at 5:30 P.M. in the Council 
Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2 • ROLL CALL: 

Present: Councilmembers Armstrong, Brewster, Geissert, 
Surber, Uerkwitz, Wilson, and Mayor Miller. Absent: None. 

Also present: City Manager Ferraro, Assistant City Manager 
Scharfman, City Attorney Remelmeyer, and City Clerk Coil. 
Absent: City Treasurer Rupert. 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

Mr. Art Hiser led in the salute to the flag. 

4. INVOCATION: 

The invocation was given by Councilman Wilson. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved to approve the minutes of 
December 9, 1975, as recorded. His motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

6. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Surber moved that after the city Clerk has given 
a number and read title to any resolution or ordinance on tonight's 
agenda, the further reading thereof be waived, reserving and 
guaranteeing to each Councilmember the right to demand the reading 
of any such resolution or ordinance in regular order. The motion 
was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and roll call vote was unani­
mously favorable. 

7. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

Finance Committee: 
Mid-year Budget Review - Thursday, January 29th, at 5:30 P.M. 

1. City Council 
January 20, 1976 
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PRESENTATIONS: 

SA. PLAQUE FROM NORTH TORRANCE RESIDENTS. 

Mr. John Mulvihill presented a plaque to Mayor Miller for 
the City of Torrance expressing the appreciation of North Torrance 
residents for the many accomplishments of this Council for the 
betterment of their area. 

8. GIRLS ' AYSO ALL STAR TEAM. 

Plaques were presented to the members of this All Star 
Team by Councilman Wilson. 

9. OPERATING PROGRAM STATUS AND PERFORMANCE MEASURES OF THE 
FIRE DEPARTMENT . 

Fire Chief Slonecker, in tpe second such presentation by 
department heads, provided an informative report on Fire Department 
operations. Praise was forthcoming from Councilmembers for the 
fine manner of this report. 

10. DONATION FOR SPRING FOLK ART FESTIVAL. 

On behalf of the Mobil Foundation, Inc., Mr. Art Hiser 
gifted the City of Torrance with $3000 for use in the Spring 
Folk Art Festival. There was grateful acceptance by Mayor 
Miller. 

PROCLAMATION: 

11. VOTER REGISTRATION WEEK. 

So proclaimed by Mayor Miller. 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS: 

12. RESOLUTION commending Kenny Uyeda for his many years of 
dedicated public service. 

RESOLUTION NO. 76-10 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE COMMENDING KENNY UYEDA 
FOR HIS MANY YEARS OF DEDICATED PUBLIC 

SERVICE 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
76-10. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

The incredible perfect attendance record of Mr. Uyeda as 
a Planning Commiss.ioner since 1956 was pointed out by Councilman 
Armstrong. 

2. City Council 
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PUBLIC WORKS: 

13. RIGHT-OF-WAY ACQUISITION DISTRICT NO. 2. 
(Southeast corner of 237th Place and Cabrillo Avenue) 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF CITY ENGINEER: 
1. That the City Staff be directed and authorized to 

proceed with the acquisition and modification of the 
property at 23724 Cabrillo Avenue; and 

2. $45,000 be loaned from the Sewer Revolving Fund to 
Right-of-Way Acquisition District No. 2 for the work. 

MOTION: Councilman Surber moved to concur with the above 
stated recommendations of the City Engineer. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and roll call vote was unani­
mously favorable. 

COMMISSION MATTERS: 

14. TILE PLAQUES TO FORMER CITY COMMISSIONERS. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY CLERK: 
That all Commissioners who have served at least four 
years receive a large tile plaque, in accordance with 
Council policy established July 18, 1972. 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to concur with the 
recommendation of the City Clerk. His motion, seconded by 
Councilman Wilson, was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

REAL PROPERTY: 

15. AGREEMENT WITH SOUTHEm-PACIFIC TRANSPORTATION COMPANY 
FOR PURCHASE OF PROPERTY. 

Withdrawn, at the request of City Attorney Remelmeyer. 

16. RESOLUTION re: Sale of Surplus City Property. 

RESOLUTION NO. 76-11 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR 
AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST THAT 
CERTAIN AGREEMENT DATED JANUARY 19, 1976, 
PROVIDING FOR THE SALE OF CERTAIN SURPLUS 
REAL PROPERTY NORTHWEST OF THE INTERSECTION 
OF EARL AND SPENCER STREETS TO THE McNEELY 

INVESTMENT COMPANY 
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Councilman Armstrong moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
76-11. His motion was seconded by Councilman Surber, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable. 
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17. INITIAL SERVICE FEE FORT-HANGARS. 

RECOMMENDATION OF DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION: 
That a one time only service fee of $10.00 be charged the 
new tenant of a City-owned T-hangar, and FURTHER RECOMMENDS 
that this charge be memorialized in the next revision of 
the Rates and Charges Resolution for the Torrance Municipal 
Airport. 

MOTION: Councilman Surber moved to concur with the 
above stated recommendation of the Department of Transportation. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Uerkwitz, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable. 

TRANSPORTATION .MATTERS: 

18 . INSTALLATION OF A RAISED ASPHALTIC BERM. 

RECOMMENDATION OF TRAFFIC COMMISSION/DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION/POLICE AND STREET DEPARTMENTS: 
That $720 be appropriated from the General Fund Unappro­
priated Reserve for the installation of a raised asphaltic 
berm between the double-double yellow centerline along 
Madrona Avenue from Carson Street to Sonoma Street. 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to concur with the above 
stated recommendation. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Armstrong, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 
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19. FUTURE. ALIGNMENT OF EARL STREET AT DEL AMO BOULEVARD AND 
FUTURE PROHIBITION OF LEFT TURNS AT INTERSECTION OF DEL 
AMO BOULEVARD AND TALISMAN STREET: 

RECOMMENDATION OF TRAFFIC COMMISSION/DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION/ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT/POLICE DEPARTMENT: 
That "Alternative Plan 'A'", as described in subject 
material, be approved with the condition that ingress 
and egress to Talisman Street be restricted to RIGHT 
TURN ONLY at such time as the Director of Transportation 
determines said restriction is necessary to improve 
traffic conditions and/or safety. 

Mr. Timothy O'Connor, 20422 Reynolds Drive, attorney 
representing Mr. and Mrs. Ed Gonzales (owners of property in 
the subject area) urged Council adoption of Alternative A. 

MOTION: Councilwoman Geissert moved to concur with the 
above Staff recommendation for aP.proval of Alternative Plan "A 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Surber, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable. 

MANPOWER MATTERS: 

20. FINAL ALLOCATION FOR TITLE I OF CETA. 

RECOMMENDATION OF MANPOWER PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATOR/ 
MANPOWER PLANNING COUNCIL: 
1. Adopt the proposed allocation of CETA Title I funds 

for FY '76 amongst the various programs, and 
2. Amend the City's FY '76 budget to reflect the revised 

CETA allocation for Title I. 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to concur with the above 
stated recommendation. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Wilson, and carried, with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Armstrong, Brewster, Geissert, 
Surber, Wilson; Mayor Miller. 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: None. 
ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEMBERS: Uerkwitz (had not had a chance 

to read the material). 
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The recent laudatory publicity in the Daily Breeze regarding 
the success of Torrance's Manpower Program was noted by Councilwoman 
Geissert, with congratulations to Mrs. Elaine Winer and her staff. 

PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

21. EXECUTIVE SESSION re: Hours, wages, Working Conditions. 

See Page 10. 

PLANNING HEARING: 

22. Appeal of Precise Plan 75-12 (EA 75-87) to permit the 
construction of a single-family dwelling on the north 
side of Via El Chico approximately 900 feet east of 
Calle Mayor - DAVID B. HALSTEAD. 

5. City Council 
January 20, 1976 
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An Affidavit of Publication was presented by City Clerk 
Coil, and it was ordered filed, there being no objection. 

Mayor Miller announced that this was the time and place 
for the subject hearing; Staff presentation was made by Planning 
Director Shartle. 

Representing the proponent, Mr. Roy Young, architect, 
noted the Staff recommendation for approval, and urged like 
action by the Council. Mr. Young indicated that he was present 
to provide any desired clarification. 

Mr. Tom Nosek, Riviera Homeowners Association, 4422 Paseo 
de las Tortugas, stated that they vigorously oppose development 
on this lot and request that the integrity of the hillside 
ordinance be maintained. It is the desire of the Association 
that the Council sustain the action of the Planning Commission 
in denial of the request. It was the further recommendation of 
Mr. Nosek that Staff evolve a specific definition for usable 
open space, and that in the meantime there be a moratorium on 
hillside building. 

Next to speak was Mr. Roger Stanton, 351 Via El Chico, who 
presented a petition signed by 41 homeowners on Via El Chico 
and Riviera Way, asking that the request be denied. The proposed 
development would definitely impede upon valuable views, open 
space, etc.; present potential drainage problems; set a dangerous 
precedent, per Mr. Stanton. 

Mr. Paul Hime, 5602 Riviera Way, stated that he had no 
_objection to the proposed development, and recal~ed the promise 

some ten years, when permission was granted for the extension 
of via El Chico, that each of the Riviera Way residents would 
have a buildable lot on the north side of Via Ei Chico. The 
hillside ordinance has now made this impossible, according to 
Mr. Hime, and it is now the hope that eventually someday it will 
be possible to add part of the Riviera Way property to the 
unbuildable Via El Chico lots. 

It was the comment of Mr. Young at this time that it is not 
intended to develop in an unattractive manner which would detract 
from the area -- he also noted that two lots have been combined 
for this purpose, and that the only modification requested is that 
of the front yard setback. 

Mr. Gerald Christensen, 5618 Riviera Way, stated that he 
will lose all sunlight, in that his home is directly below the 
proposed development. 

"100"/o opposition" was expressed by Mr. Douglas Renwick, 
5624 Riviera way. 

Approval of the development was indicated by Mrs. Gerald 
May, 5522 Riviera Way -- the future lot split is anticipated 
by them, as referred to by Mr. Hime. 

6. 
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The last speaker was Mr. Gerald Sampson, 321 Via El Chico, 
who pointed out that there will be traffic problems in view of 
the unique characteristics of Via El Chico in width, etc. 

There being no one else who wished to be heard, Councilman 
Uerkwitz moved that the hearing be closed. His motion was 
seconded by Councilman Surber, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

Council discussion ensued. The past history of the site 
was reviewed, as were the buildable/unbuildable aspects of the 
property: overdevelopment and saturation of hillsides: safety 
concerns: compounded growth problems: the desire for future 
development by Riviera Way residents: review of hillside 
ordinance: possible alternatives, etc. 

The following action resulted: 

MOTION: Councilman Uerkwitz moved to DENY THE APPEAL. 
The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable, "yes" being for denial. 

Staff review and· report re: the hillside ordinance as to 
width and depth of lots, usable open space definition, etc. was 
requested by the Council. 

# # 
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ROUTINE .MATTERS: 

23. BUDGETED EXPENDITURES IN EXCESS OF $300: 

RECOMMENDATION OF FINANCE DIRECTOR: 
That Council approve the following purchases: 

1. $561.19 to Torrance Auto Body for necessary repairs 
to a black-and-white unit (Unit #7173 which was 
involved in an accident), as requested by the City 
Garage. 

2. $346.68 to Moore Business Forms, Inc. for the printing 
of "Biweekly Time and Cost Report" forms, as requested 
by the Finance Department. 

3. $585.00 to Harper & R~w, Publishers, c/o Denise Simon, 
for the purchase of two training films as requested by 
the Police Department. 

4. $730.76 to Zumar Industries for the purchase of traffic 
control signs requested by the Department of Transporta­
tion. 

5. $2,831.26 to Louis Almstadt for the 'purchase of 250 
Council award City plaques and 200 only small wood 
bases for the City logo on tile, as requested by the 
City Clerk. 

6. $397.11 to Formaker for the printing of City letterheads, 
as requested by central Services for City departments. 

7. $1,011.84 to xerox Corporation for miscellaneous xerox 
supplies to be used on City copying machines. 

8. $340.38 to west-State Books, Inc. for the purchase of 
57 library books. 

9. $363.05 to G.K. Hall and Company for 30 library books. 

10. $327.17 to Dial Press-Delacorte Press for 107 Greenaway 
Plan subscriptions. 

11. $2403.63 to James Jones Company for miscellaneous water 
pipe repair service saddles as requested by the water 
Department. 

12. $1045.16 to Dixon Boiler Works, Inc. for the fabricating 
of a heat exchanger required for Benstead Plunge as 
requested by the Building Maintenance Division. 

13. $394.76. to western water works Supply Company for the 
purchase of iron pipe couplings and victaulic seals 
as requested by the water Department. 

8. 
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14. $820.20 to Foothill Upholstering for the purchase of 
replacement chair cushions and reupholstering of an 
office chair, as requested by the Fire Department. 

15. $1200.00 to All Fire Protection Service for an annual 
contract to provide fire extinguisher refilling and 
testing services as required by the Custodial and Fire 
Departments. 

16. $4506.00 to Olin Corporation to enter into an annual 
contract to supply 20-minute red-fuses, as requested 
by the Police Department. This award is in conjunction 
with the Cooperative Purchasing Program with the 
State of California. 

17. $12,606.23 to Moore-Cottrell Subscription Agency for 
the renewal of a substantial number of periodicals 
for the Torrance Library System for 1976. 

18. $4706.40 to Edgington Oil Company for renewal of an 
annual contract unchanged from previous year to provide 
15,000 gallons of emulsion, as requested by the Street 
Maintenance Division. 

24. IMPROVEMENT OF TORRANCE BOULEVARD AT MADRID AVENUE. 
(B75-24) Job No. 73126. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER: 
1. That the work be accepted and final payment be made to 

the contractor on the basis of the as-puilt quantities; 
2. That liquidated damages not be assessed; and 
3. That $7,000 be appropriated from 2106 Gas Tax Funds to 

cover costs. 

25. FINAL TRACT MAP NO. 27826. 
Subdivider: 
Engineer: 

Sunnyglen Construction 
Lanco Engineering 

Location: Extension of Patronella north of 
168th Street 

No. of Lots: 10 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER/PLANNING DIRECTOR: 
That Final Tract Map No. 27826 be approved. 

MOTION: Councilman Uerkwitz moved to concur with staff 
recommendations on agenda items #23, 24, and #25. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

# # # 

The hour being 7:35 P.M., Councilman Uerkwitz moved to 
recess as City Council, and reconvene as the Redevelopment 
Agency. His motion was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. The Council returned 
to its agenda at 7:36 P.M. 

9. City Council 
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ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

26. Councilwoman Geissert reported on the progress of A.B. 
2133 as it relates to Madrona Marsh. It was her recommendation 
that the appropriate legislators be contacted by telephone and 
that an official letter go forward reaffirming the support of 
the City Council. Concurrence was expressed by the majority of 
the Council (Councilmen Surber and Uerkwitz dissenting), and it 
was so ordered. 

27. Congratulations to Director of Transportation Horkay for 
his nomination as president of the ARBA's Municipal and Airport 
Division were offered by Councilman Wilson, and were concurred 
in by the rest of the Council. 

28~ Staff investigation of the use of Hickory Avenue as a truck 
route was requested by Councilman Wilson. 

29. Building and Safety Director McKinnon advised that a 
request has been received from Mrs. Lettie Lizzardi, chairman, 
Women's Auxiliary, Pacific Coast Little League, for permission 
to install a banner on the pedestrian overpass at So,1th High 
School advertising Little League sign-ups. Waiver of the bond 
and insurance requirements has been requested by this group. 

Approval of the request was recommended by Mr. McKinnon, 
subject to the posting of the necessary bond and insurance. 

MOTION: Councilman Surber moved to 
recommendation of the Building and Safety 
to the requirement of bond and insurance. 
seconded by Councilman Uerkwitz, and roll 
mously favorable. 

concur with the 
Director, subject 

The motion was 
call vote was unani-

30. Ms. Ruth Brand (?), 5626 Via del Collado, reported 
neighborhood difficulties involving some seven dogs. This 
matter was referred to city Manager Ferraro. 

# # # 

ITEM #21 - EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 7:45 P.M., Councilman Uerkwitz moved to recess for the 
purpose of an Executive Session to discuss hours, wages, and 
working conditions (a proper subj,ect matter, per City Attorney 
Remelmeyer). The motion was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

The meeting was formally adjourned at 7:55 P.M. 

# # # 
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