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STANDARD MOTIONS: 
Approval of Minutes 
Motion to waive Further Reading 
Council Committee Meetings 

PRESENTATIONS: 
Plaque from Torrance Irish Club 
Operating Program Status -

Building and Safety Department 
FISCAL MATTERS: 

Intruder Alarm Grant 
PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

Revised Class Specifications for Librarian 
SECOND READING ORDINANCES: 

Ordinance No. 2626 
Ordinance No. 2627 
Ordinance No. 2629 

PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 
Resolution re: CUP 75-30, Fotomat Corp. 
Resolution re: CUP 75-62, Mark and Irene Sugano 

HEARING - PLANNING: 
CUP 72-38, Rincon Construction Corporation· 

APPEAL - OTHER THAN PLANNING: 
Request for Exemption from Dedication Requirement 

Carson and Hickory Avenue 
MANPOWER MATTERS: 

Resolution re: Older Workers Program under CETA 
ROUTINE MATTERS: 

Expenditures over $300 
Release of Subdivision Bonds - Tract 28651 
Withdrawn 

ADDENDUM ITEM: 
New Members - Manpower Planning Council 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 
City Manager Ferraro, appreciation for Operating 

Program presentation; J. McKinnon's 18 years 
Councilman Armstrong re: Coastal Commission/ 

Madrona Marsh 
Councilman Brewster re: excused absence for water 

Commissioner Applegate 
Councilman Surber re: traffic needs - 229th and 

Madison 
Councilman Wilson, appropriate recognition re: 

Rose Parade Float 
Ms. Wendy Park re: school fencing (Council 

candidate) 
Mrs. McMullen re: right-of-way dedications; 

Cabrillo Avenue 
Mr. Dick Rossberg (Council candidate) 
Executive Session re: Cox parcel, Sur La Brea Park 

Adjourned at 9:45 P.M. 
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January 13, 1976 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

The Torrance City Council convened in a Regular Meeting 
on Tuesday, January 13, 1976, at 7:00 P.M. in the Council 
Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2. ROLL CALL: 

Present: Councilmembers Armstrong, Brewster, Geissert, 
Surber, Uerkwitz, Wilson, and Mayor Miller. Absent: None. 

Also present: City Manager Ferraro, Assis.tant City 
Manager Scharfman, C_ity Attorney Remelmeyer, City Clerk Coil, 
and City Treasurer Rupert. 

3 . FLAG SALUTE: 

Mr. Guy Lee led in the salute to the flag. 

4. INVOCATION: 

Reverend Ivey, First Christian Church, provided the 
invocation for the meeting. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

So APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved to approve the minutes of 
December 2, 1975, as recorded. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Surber, and roll call vote was unanimou~ly favorable. 

6. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Surber moved that after the City Clerk has 
given a number and read title to any resolution or ordinance 
on tonight's agenda, the further reading thereof be waived, 
reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember the right to 
demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in 
regular order. The motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

7 • COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS : 

Council Ad Hoc Redevelopment Selection Committee: 
Will meet on January 14th at 5:30 P.M. 
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Finance Committee: 
Mid-Year Budget Review has been scheduled for January 
29th at 5:30 P.M. 

Public works Committee: 
Will next meet on January 15th at 5:30 P.M. 

PRESENTATION: 

8A. PLAQUE FROM TORRANCE IRISH CLUB. 

Messrs. Bob O'Neill and Jack Barr presented a plaque 
conveying the appreciation of the Torrance Irish Club to the 
City of Torrance for its support over past years. There was 
grateful acceptance by Mayor Miller. 

FISCAL MATTERS: 

8. INTRUDER ALARM GRANT. 

RESOLUTION NO. 76-6 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE APPROPRIATING 
FUNDS TO AUGMENT THE SECOND YEAR OF 
THE INTRUDER ALARM GRANT FOR LAW 

ENFORCEMENT PURPOSES 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 76-6. Her motion, seconded by Councilman Wilson, was unani
mously approved by roll call vote. 

PRESENTATION: 

8B. OPERATING PROGRAM STATUS AND PERFORMANCE MEASURES -
Building and Safety Director McKinnon, Building and 
Safety Department. 

The initial presentation regarding the Operating Program 
Status and Performance Measures was made by Building and Safety 
Director McKinnon as related to the Building and Safety Department. 
Mr. McKinnon was warmly commended by the Council for both the 
illuminating information provided and the manner of presentation. 

PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

9. REVISED CLASS SPECIFICATIONS FOR LIBRARIAN. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY MANAGER: 
That Council authorize the City Manager to meet and confer 
with TLEA so as to make the appropriate revision to the 
Memorandum of Understanding. 

MOTION: Councilman Uerkwitz moved to concur with the above 
stated recommendation of the City Manager. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Surber, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

2. 
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SECOND READING ORDINANCES: 

10. ORDINANCE NO. 2626. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2626 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AMENDING DIVISION 9 OF THE TORRANCE 
MUNICIPAL CODE TO RECLASSIFY THAT 
CERTAIN PROPERTY WHICH IS LOCATED AT 
THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF ANZA AVENUE 
AND CALLE MAYOR AND DESCRIBED IN ZONE 

CHANGE 75-6 
(Torrance Planning Commission) 

Councilman Armstrong moved for the adoption of Ordinance 
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No. 2626 at its second and final reading. His motion was seconded 
by Councilman Brewster, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

11. ORDINANCE NO. 2627. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2627 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING DIVISION 
9 OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO 
RECLASSIFY THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY WHICH 
IS LOCATED ON THE NORTH SIDE OF SARTORI 
AVENUE BETWEEN ENGRACIA AND CRAVENS 
AVENUES AND ALSO ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF 
ENGRACIA AVENUE BETWEEN VAN NESS AND 
SARTORI AVENUES AND DESCRIBED ·IN ZONE 

CHANGE 75-11 
(The Switzer Center for Educational Therapy) 

Councilman Surber moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 
2627 at its second and final reading. His motion, seconded by 
Councilwoman Geissert, was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

12. ORDINANCE NO. 2629. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2629 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE REPEALING ARTICLE 
22 OF CHAPTER 2 OF DIVISION 9 OF THE 
TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE AND ADDING A 
NEW ARTICLE 22 RELATING TO NONCONFORMING 
USES AND PROVIDING FOR THE ABATEMENT AND 
AMORTIZATION THEREOF AND REPEALING 
EMERGENCY ORDINANCE NO. 2628 RELATING 

TO THE SAME MATTER 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 
2629 at its second and final reading. His motion was seconded 
by Councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was un~nimously 
favorable. 
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PLANNING AND ZONING MA'ITERS: 

13. RESOLUTION approving CUP 75-30, Don Paulin (Fotomat Corp.) 

RESOLUTION NO. 76-7 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE APPROVING A CONDITIONAL 
USE PERMIT AS PROVIDED FOR IN DIVISION 9 
OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF A DRIVE-THRU BOOTH FOR 
FILM SALES AND PROCESSING SERVICE IN THE 
C-2 ZONE ON PROPERTY LOCATED AT THE SOUTH
EAST CORNER OF REDONDO BEACH BOULEVARD AND 

VAN NESS AVENUE 
(CUP 75-30, Don Paulin (Fotomat Corp.) 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved ~or the adoption of Resolution No. 
76-7. His motion was seconded by Councilman Surber, and carried, 
with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Armstrong, Geissert, Surber, 
Uerkwitz; Mayor Miller. 

NOES: COUNCILME.MBERS: Wilson. 
ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEMBERS: Brewster (not present at hearing). 

14 . RESOLUTION granting CUP 75-62, Mark K. and Irene K. Sugano. 

RESOLUTION NO. 76-8 

A RESOL'l.JTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE APPROVING A CONDITIONAL 
USE PERMIT AS PROVIDED FOR IN DIVISION 9 
OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO ALLOW 
THE ON-PREMISE SALE AND CONSUMPTION OF 
BEER AND WINE IN CONJUNCTION WITH A BONA 
FIDE EATING ESTABLISHMENT ON PROPERTY 
LOCATED AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF VAN 
NESS AVENUE AND 182ND STREET 
(CUP 75-62, Mark K. and Irene K. Sugano) 

Councilman Surber moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
76-8. His motion was seconded by Councilman Uerkwitz, and carried, 
with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILME.MBERS: Armstrong, Geissert, Surber, 
Uerkwitz, Wilson; Mayor Miller. 

NOES: COUNCILME.MBERS: None. 
ABSTAIN: COUNCILME.MBERS: Brewster (not present at hearing). 

HEARING - PLANNING: 

15. CUP 72-38, Rincon Construction Corporation (H.D.R. Homes, 
Inc.) Appeal of the Environmental Review Board determination 
that an Environmental Impact Report is required . for modifica
tion of a Conditional Use Permit to allow the construction 
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of a 180-unit townhouse condominium project on property 
located east of Palos Verdes Boulevard, between Calle 
Miramar and Calle Mayor. 

An Affidavit of Publication was presented by City Clerk 
Coil, and it was ordered filed, there being no objection. 

Mayor Miller announced that this was the time and place 
for the subject public hearing, and following presentation by 
Assistant city Manager Scharfman, invited comments from the 
audience. 

First to speak was Mr. Nathan Kurtz, 109 Via la Soledad, 
who elaborated on his November 12, 1975 communication, of record, 
and questioned the status of the entity of the subject property. 
City Attorney Remelmeyer advised that it has been determined 
that there has been no change in t~e composition of the partner-
~~- : 

Mr. Tom Nosek, on behalf of the Riviera Homeowners 
Association, indicated their support for the EIR requirement. 
Like support was indicated ry Mr. Ralph Shapiro, 108 Via la 
Soledad. 

Protection of their home investments was urged by 
Mrs. Norma Kurtz, 109 Via la Soledad -= the impact of this 
project on the area in its daily activity has been grossly 
underestimated by all concerned. An Environmental Impact 
Report is an imperative need, per Mrs. Kurtz. 

Representing the proponent, Mr. Harvey Goth stated that 
they are herewith withdrawing the subject appeal -- they will 
proceed with the present development, under the original plan, 
thereby eliminating further costly delays~ It was pointed out 
by City Attorney Remelmeyer that the original plans predate the 
effective date of the operation of the Environmental Quality Act. 

In view of the above withdrawal of the appeal, further 
discussion was deemed unnecessary by Mayor Miller. 

Councilman Surber moved that the hearing be closed. His 
motion was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable. 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to file the subject 
appeal. The motion was seconded by Councilman Surber, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

# # 

5. 
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APPEAL - OTHER THAN PLANNING: 

16. REQUEST FOR EXEMPTION FROM DEDICATION REQUIREMENT AT 
NORTHWEST CORNER OF CARSON STREET AND HICKORY AVENUE 
(LARRY GREEN) • 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER: 
That the request for exemption be DENIED. If an irrevocable 
offer to dedicate is desired, this would be acceptable; 
however, it is felt that the dedication should be insured 
at this time. 

Mr. Larry Green, 1645 Hickory Avenue, reaffirmed his opinion 
that denial of the building permit to add a bedroom to their home 
is unfair -- to require the dedication of 1,000 sq. ft. and 
demolition of a previously approved block wall and some $1000 worth 
of landscaping is an inequitable act. Further, per Mr. Green, the 
status of the Carson Street widening is an unknown factor, likely 
in the distant future. 

Council discussion ensued, with note of the earlier Planning 
Commission action approving the block wall, as well as the fact 
that the Code does not require dedication on this type of fencing; 
the prerogative of the Council to assume the costs of wall and 
landscaping removal, if so desired; environmental impact aspects; 
right-of-way dedications for Carson Street attained to date, and 
the mandatory need for same; the possible Code deficiencies which 
permit block wall construction as happened in this case; established 
precedents for right-of-way dedication; etc. 

The following action was taken by the Council: 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved that (1) the dedication 
or an irrevocable offer to dedicate be required; (2) that a 
contract between the City and Mr. Green be executed to relocate 
the wall and landscaping at the time of street construction; 
(3) that the City will furnish appraisal assistance for tax 
purposes on this property at no cost to Mr. Green; and (4) that 
satisfactory arrangements, subject to approval of the City 
Attorney, on the subject of liability to the City be worked out. 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Surber, and roll ca;ll vote 
was unanimously favorable. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Green reaffirmed their displeasure with 
the above stated action. 

It was the direction of the Council that Staff return with a 
report re:improvements on dedicated land, regardless of dollar 
value. 

# # 

6. 

# 
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MANPOWER MATTERS: 

17. RESOLUTION re: Older Workers Program under CETA. 

RESOLUTION NO. 76-9 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE SETTING FORTH 
WAGES FOR OLDER WORKER PROGRAM 

PARTICIPANTS 
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Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
76-9. His motion, seconded by.Councilman Surber, was unanimously 
approved by roll call vote. 

ROUTINE MATTERS: 

18. EXPENDITURES OVER $300: 

RECOMMENDATION OF FINANCE DIRECTOR: 
That Council approve the following purchases: 

1. $23,928.75 to Econolite Corporation for the purchase 
of two traffic signal controller~ as requested by the 
Department of Transportation. ThES ·e controllers are 
to be. located at the intersections of Sepulveda and 
Maple: and Arlington and Plaza del Amo. This expense 
was previously approved to be paid from #2106 Gas Tax 
Funds by City Council action on September 16, 1975. 

2. $412.13 to Bancroft-Whitney Company for various legal 
publications as requested by the City Attorney. 

3. $507.52 to Nixon-Egli Company for replacement street 
sweeper broom segments as requested by the City Garage. 

4. $520.46 to B. Hayman Company for the purchase of 
replacement renovator blades as requested by the Park 
Services Division. 

5. $381.60 to Santa Fe Bag and Bagging Company for 2000 
50-lb. size burlap sand bags as requested by the Park 
Services Division for erosion control. 

6. $403.17 to Lewellen Press for the printing of parking 
enforcement citations as requested by the Police Dept. 

7. $349.75 to Montgomery Ward for the purchase of one only 
aluminum storage shed as requested by the Department of 
Transportation for the transit operation. 

8. $390.00 to Marc Applied Research Company for five 
accumulative indexes of microfiche of Library of 
Congress catalogues produced from 1967 and a 1976 
weekly update service. 

7. 
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9. $1,285.00 to Standard & Poor Corporation for daily 
Stock Price Record book listings for: The New York 
Stock Exchange; American Stock Exchange; and a listing 
of all Unlisted Stocks. 

lO. $328.00 to Macmillan Library Services for the purchase 
of one set of Colliers 1976 Encyclopedias. 

11. $929.89 to Aldine Books for the purchase of 143 
library books. 

12. $748.52 to Needham Book Finders for the purchase of 
119 library books. 

13. $2400.00 to Palmer Carbon and Ribbon Company to renew 
an annual contract to supply "as required" typewriter 
ribbons and carbon paper, as requested by the central 
Services Division. 

14. $3,000.00 to Schaeffer Chemical Company to renew a 
contract to provide City buildings air conditioning 
water cooling sy~terns with chemical treatment control 
to control scaling and corrosion of the systems. This 
is a request by the Building Maintenance Division. 

19. RELEASE OF SUBDIVISION BONDS - Tract 28651. 
Subdivider: Don Wilson Builders 
Bonding Company: 

TYPE BOND 
Performance 
Payment 
Inspection 

Pacific Employers 
BOND NO. 

M-162-493 
M-162-493 
M-162-494 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER: 
That subject bonds be released. 

2 0 • WITHDRAWN. 

Insurance Company 
AMOUNT 

$16",000.00 
8,000.00 
1,300.00 

MOTION: Councilman Uerkwitz moved to concur with Staff 
recommendations on agenda items #18 and #19. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and roll call vote was unani
mously favorable. 

ADDENDUM ITEM: 

21. NEW MEMBERS - .MANPOWER PLANNING COUNCIL: 

RECOMMENDATION OF CIVIL SERVICE COMMITTEE: 
That the following individuals be approved as members of 
the Manpower Planning Council: Ed Martin, Jim Rawlins, 
Torn Ambrose, and Lee Muckey. 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to concur with the 
recommendation of the Civil Service Committee re: appointments 
to the Manpower Planning Council. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

8. City Council 
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# # # 

The hour being 8:45 P.M., Councilman Uerkwitz moved to 
recess as the City Council, and reconvene as the Redevelopment 
Agency. His motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. The Council returned to 
its agenda at 8:46 P.M. 

# # # 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

22. City Manager Ferraro expressed his appreciation to Building 
and Safety Director McKinnon and those Staff members involved in 
a "very, very well done" Operating Program presentation earlier 
this evening. 

The impressive fact that ~his is the anniversary of 
Mr. McKinnoris 18th year with the City of Torrance was likewise 
proudly announced by Mr. Ferraro. 

23. Councilman Armstrong reviewed the December 16th communication 
from the City Attorney regarding "Coastal Commission strategy" 
with specific note of the reference to the substitution of 
Madrona Marsh for Torrance Beach on page 3 of the subject memo. 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved that the City Attorney 
proceed in a manner deemed appropriate by him in the matter of 
Madrona Marsh. 

The motion was amended by Councilman Wilson, with the 
concurrence of Councilman Armstrong, to incorporate acknowledgment 
of the need for continued support from the City on behalf of the 
Torrance Beach homeowners, a State hearing having been scheduled 
for early February. · 

The amended motion was then seconded by Councilman Armstrong, 
and carried, with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Armstrong, Brewster, Geissert, 
Wilson; Mayor Miller. 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Surber, Uerkwitz. 

It was the comment of Councilman Uerkwitz that "there is no 
point in asking anybody to spend nine million dollars to pick up 
that Madrona Marsh property ..••• that Marsh is not significant to 
the City of Torrance .•••• let's put it on the ballot to let the 
people tell us if they want it •.•• 11 Concurrence with these 
comments was indicated by Councilman Surber. 

24. Councilman Brewster MOVED to grant the request of 
Water Commissioner Bill Applegate for an excused absence from 
the January 22nd Commission meeting. The motion was seconded 
by Councilman Surber, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

9. 
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25. It was the request of Councilman Surber that Director of 
Transportation Horkay investigate the need for installation of 
a crosswalk on 229th Street at the Sam Levy School; the possi
bility of having a Crossing Guard at 229th Street and Madison; 
and adequate "School zone" postings on Madison. There were no 
objections, and it was so ordered. 

26. "Appropriate recognition" for those involved in Torrance's 
prize-winning Rose Parade float was requested by Councilman 
Wilson. No objections; so ordered. 

27. Ms. Wendy Park, 18809 Osage Avenue, reported on a recent 
accident whereby a car careened off the freeway into a school 
yard; fortunately, there were no injuries, but there should be 
some review regarding school fencing to avoid such mishaps in 
the future. City Manager Ferraro referred Ms. Park to Dr. Garen 
of the Torrance Unified School District. Mr. Ferraro also noted 
that Ms. Park is a Council candidate, and introduced her to the 
select group present. 

28. Mrs. Meri Jo McMullen, 23725 Cabrillo Avenue, reviewed 
Traffic Commission considerations re: right-of-way dedications 
involving fencing, and urged that there be further Staff clarifi
cation in this regard. 

Mrs. McMullen, as a private citizen, then reviewed the 
problems on Cabrillo Avenue relating to dedication, engineering, 
funding, etc. for , needed street improvements. City Manager 
Ferraro stated that Staff will provide an updated report in 
this matter. 

29. "Equal time" was afforded Council candidate Dick Rossberg 
who proudly announced that he is last now, and last on the March -2nd 
ballot. 

# # # 
30. EXECUTIVE SESSION re: Cox parcel, Sur La Brea Park: 

At 9:20 P.M., Councilman Surber moved to recess for an 
Executive Session re: litigation (a proper subject matter, per 
City Attorney Remelmeyer). The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Armstrong, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

The Council returned at 9:43 P.M., and took the following 
action: 

MOTION: Councilman Surber moved to concur with the 
City Attorney's recommendation to purchase the Cox parcel at 
Sur La Brea Park for $6000, subject.to the mineral rights and 
royalties from Mrs. Cox; this matter to come back to Council 
with the completed instruments. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Uerkwitz, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

The meeting was regularly adjourned at 9:45 P.M-. 

# 

Ava Cripe 
Minute Secretary 

APPR°l/ ' 
_ _.~~<£..-_ _ .h-? J d J/11!_ J 
Maf o't o~ the ii.~ocrrance 

# # 

10. city Council 
J a nuary ]/3 , 1976 

of the 


