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16. Rcco~meudation that City Hire Professional ~ublicist 5 
PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

17. Withdrawn 6 
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21. Resolution re: Proposed Taxiway - Meadow Park 7 

Redevelopment to Airport 
PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 

22. Condition Clarification - CUP 74-17, Pup'n Taco 7,8 
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ROUTINE MATTERS: 
23. Expenditures in Excess of $300 9,10 
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Miller re: Drilltrol beautification 
26. Councilman Surber re: South Bay Corridor Study 10 
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Adjourned at 7:40 P.M. 
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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

February 18, 1975 

The Torrance City Council convened in a Regular Meeting 
on Tuesday, February 18, 1975, at 5:30 P.M. in the Council 
Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2 • ROLL CALL: 

Present: Councilmen Armstrong, 
Surber, Wilson, and Mayor Miller. Councilwoman Geissert arrived 
at 5:40 P.M.; Councilman Brewster at 5:42 P.M. Absent: 
Councilman Uerkwitz (illness). 

Also present: City Manager Ferraro, Assistant City 
Manager Scharfman, City Attorney Remelmeyer, City Clerk Coil, 
and City Treasurer Rupert. 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

Officer Phil Joseph, Torrance Police Department, led in 
the salute to the flag. 

4. INVOCATIOJN: 

The invocation was provided by Reverend Robert Dehn. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Councilman Wilson moved to approve the minutes of 
January 21, 1975, as recorded. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Armstrong, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable (Councilman Uerkwitz absent; Councilmembers Brewster 
and Geissert had not yet arrived at the meeting) • 
6. APPROVAL OF DEMANDS: 

Coun:::ilman Wilson moved that all regularly audited demands 
be paid. _His motion, seconded by Councilman Armstrong, was 
unanimously approved by roll call vote ( Councilmembers Brewster 
and Geissert had not yet arrived at the meeting; Councilman 
Uerkwitz absent). 

7. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Surber moved that after the City Clerk has given 
a number and read title to any resolution or ordinance on tonight's 
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agenda, the further reading thereof be waived, reserving and 
guaranteeing to each Councilman the right to demand the 
reading of any such resolution or ordinance in regular order. 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable (Councilmewbers Brewster and 
Geissert had not yet arrived at the meeting; Councilman 
Uerkwitz absent) • 

8 .. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

Police, Fire and Public Safety:-
February 18th meeting cancelled, due to Councilman 
Uerkwitz' injured leg. 

Civil Service Committee: 
Next meeting scheduled for February 19th at 5 P.M. 

# # # 

The severe complications with his leg faced by Councilman 
Uerkwitz were reported by City Manager Ferraro, ·.,,iith_ the request 
that his necessary absences from Council meetings be formally 
excused. 

MOTION: Councilman Surber moved to excuse Councilman 
Uerkwitz' absence from Council meetings due to his leg injury. 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilmembers Brewster 
and Geissert had not yet arrived at the meeting; Councilman 
Uerkwitz absent) • 

COMMENDATIONS: 

9. PRESENTATION OF TILE PLAQUES TO LEGISLATIVE INTERNS. 

In recognition of their valuable services, tile plaques 
were presented, as follows: 

Councilman Armstrong: 
Councilman Wilson: 
Councilwoman Geissert: 

PROCLAMATION: 

Mark Ozawa, Donald Pyle. 
Tina White. 

James Gates, Lauralynn Smith. 

10. CITY OF KASHIWA DAY - February 20, 1975. 

So proclaimed by Mayor Miller. 

REAL PROPERTY: 

11. ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY FOR CIVIC CENTER EXPANSION. 

RECOMMENDATION OF PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: 
1. Authorize the hiring of two appraisers to determine 

the fair market value of the Friedman property for 
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negotiation purposes, subject to the approval of 
the final Capital Bus Grant Application by the 
U.S. Department of Transportation. {Two appraisals 
are required by the Federal Government in connection 
with the Grant.) 

2. Authorize the Land Management Team to negotiate with 
the Friedman Brothers for purchase of the west half 
of the Friedman property, with immediate steps to be 
taken to acquire this property, as permitted by 
funding. The Land Management Team will return with 
a definite proposal for funding as soon as approximate 
acquisition costs are known. 

3. Authorize the Land Management Team to explore with the 
Friedman Brothers the possible acquisition of the east 
half of the property,_on which the Boise Cascade 
manufacturing facility is located. Staff is also to 
explore alternative sites for relocation of City 
Yard facilities and return with a report, including 
an economic impact analysis, on the re~ocation of the 
Boise Cascade facility outside the City Limits. 

4. Land Management Team to actively pursue negotiations 
with the County to consummate t· e agreement regarding 
Civic Center development and exchange of property. 

5 . Land Management Team to actively continue solicitation 
of other governmental agencies to locate on Civic 
Center. (The Committee learnecl that none of this land 
would be given free but would be purchased or leased 
in order for the City to recover its investment.) 

Formal presentation was made by Assistant City Manager 
Scharfman -- this presentation encompassed the past history, 
present status, and future projections for the Civic Center 
Complex. 

A lengthy Council discussion ensued -- specifically noted 
were the matters of proposed ·city Yard expansion, relocation of 
Bus System facilities, a Civic Center park, the infiltration of 

· outside public agencies, proposed future County court house and 
parking structure development, previous considerations of the 
Civic Center Master Plan, etc. 

It was the direction of Mayor Miller that Staff provide 
all Councilmembers with a detailed report on the background 
history of the Civic Center Complex development, including views 
relative to a Civic Center park, construction of underground 
parking for City use, etc. 

The following action resulted: 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to concur with the 
recommendations of the Public Works Committee. The motion 
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was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and carried, with roll call 
vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Armstrong,_Brewster, Geissert, 
Wilson; Mayor Miller. 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Surber. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: Uerkwitz. 

FISCAL MATTERS: 

12. RESOLUTION re: On-The-Job Training Programs. 

RESOLUTION NO. 75-25 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECT
ING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE 
AND ATTEST THOSE CERTAIN CONTRACTS BETWEEN 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE AND KA.AG OF CALIFORNIA, 
A DIVISION OF AVNET CORPORATION; D & M 
.MACHINE WORKS, INC.; MOBIS Al ro DIAGNOSIS; 
AND CRO'WN BODY AND FENDER COMPANY TO 
INITIATE ON-THE-JOB TRAINING PROGRAMS. 

Councilman Armstrong moved for the ldoption of Resolution 
No. 75-25. His motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Uerkwitz 
absent}. 

13~ FESOI..UTION re: On-The-Job Training Programs with 
Lyman E. Eddy Company. 

RESOLUTION NO. 75-26 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCILR9,F THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING A~D?I'~If.lliYOR 
AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST 
THAT CERTAIN CONTRACT BETWEEN THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AND LYMAN E. EDDY COMPANY 
TO INITIATE ON-THE-JOB TRAINING PROGRAMS. 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
75-26. His motion was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Uerkwitz absent}. 

14. CUSTOMER REQUEST FOR RELIEF FROM PAYMENT OF AN UNEXPLAINED 
HIGH WATER BILL. 

RECOMMENDATION OF STAFF: 
That relief from this bill not be granted. 

Customer Service Supervisor Fulton outlined the circumstances 
in the matter of the $85.52 water bill (some six times the normal 
bill) received by Mr. Paul Gerhardt, with note of the"bench test" 
which can be made upon receipt of a $10.00 deposit and agreement 
to pay the bill as rendered if the meter proves correct within 
2% and to forfeit the deposit. 
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It was ·the ultimate consensus of the Council, following 
discussion, that the bench test be made, waiving the $10.00 
deposit. Councilman Surber so MOVED; the motion was seconded 
by Councilman Armstrong, and carried, with roll call vote as 
follows: · ·-. .. _ :_ 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Armstrong, Geissert, Surber, 
Wilson; Mayor Miller. 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Brewster. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: Uerkwitz. 

PARK AND RECREATION: 

15. REQUEST OF CRAFTSMEN'S GUILD THAT A SIGN BE ERECTED TO 
PUBLICIZE CIVIC AND CULTURAL EVENTS. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY MANAGER 
That this item be referred to the City Manager for 
evaluation with 1975-76 Budget. 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to concur with the 
above recommendation. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Surber, and carried, with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Armstrong, Brewster, Geissert, 
Surber, Wilson. 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Mayor Miller. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: Uerkwitz. 

Mayor Miller stated, at the time of his "no" vote, that 
if such a sign is desired, there should be a fund raising effort 
by the group -- this should not be a budget consideration, in 
his opinion. 

It was the comment of Councilwoman Geissert (1) that, 
hopefully, in the budget considered, this would be deemed a 
community promotion budget item; and (2) this is not a matter 
just for Park and Recreation but for the many things which go 
on at Civic Center and citywide, noting that allocations are 
made for the Torrance Topics, the Chamber of Commerce, etc -
the traffic at this intersection appears to her to be the best 
and cheapest way of keeping the public informed. 

16. RECOMMENDATION THAT CITY HIRE A PROFESSIONAL PUBLICIST. 

RECOMMENDATION OF PARK AND RECREATION DIRECTOR: 
That the City SHOULD NOT hire a Public Information Officer 
at this time, as recommended by the Fine Arts Commission. 

MOTION: Councilman Surber moved to concur with the above 
stated recommendation of the Park and Recreation Director. The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and carried, with roll 
call vote as follows: -
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AYES: COUNCILME!Jl.BERS: Armstrong, Surber, Wilson, 
Mayor Miller. 

NOES: COUNCIL.MEMBERS: Brewster, Geissert. 
ABSENT: COUNCIL.MEMBERS: Uerkwitz. 

Councilmembers Brewster and Geissert indicated their 
concurrence with the recommendation to refer to City Manager 
for evaluation with 1975-76 Budget, rather than that of the 
Park and Recreation Director. 

PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

17. WITHDRAWN. 

18. CLASSIFICATION REPORT AND REVISED CLASS SPECIFICATION FOR 
SENIOR PLUMBING INSPECTOR. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION AND PERSONNEL 
MANAGER: That Council adopt the revised class specification 
for Senior Plumbing Inspector. 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to concur with the above 
stated recommendation of the Civil Service Commission and Personnel 
Manager. The motion was s~conded by CouP~ilman Surber, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Uerkwitz absent). 

SECOND READING ORDINANCES. 

19. ORDINANCE NO. 2545. 

Representing TPOA, Lieutenant Charles Oates requested that 
this item be held in that the "meet and consult"requirements 
have not been met, and they strongly object to Services Officers 
performing Police Officer's duties. 

The Council had no objection to TPOA's request for review 
and discussion of Ordinance No. 2545. 

MOTION: Councilman Surber moved that the subject item be 
sent back to Staff for appropriate follow-through with TPOA. 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Uerkwitz absent). 

20. ORDINANCE NO. 2546. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2546 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING PART VI 
OF CHAPTER 7, DIVISION 1 OF THE TORRANCE 
MUNICIPAL CODE TO EFFECT REVISIONS IN 
CERTAIN HOURS, WAGES AND WORKING 

CONDITIONS. 
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Counci~man Armstrong moved for the adoption of Ordinance 
No. 2546 at its second and final reading. His motion, seconded 
by Councilwoman Geissert, was unanimously approved by roll 
call vote (Councilman Uerkwitz absent). 

MATTERS NOT OTHERWISE CLASSIFIED: 

21. RESOLUTION re: proposed Taxiway from Meadow-Park Redevelop
ment Project to Torrance Municipal Airport. 

RESOLUTION NO. 75-27 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE DECLARING THAT THE 
PROPOSED TAXIWAY FROM THE MEADOW PARK 
REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT TO THE TORRANCE 
MUNICIPAL AIRPORT IS OF DIRECT BENEFIT 
TO THE MEADOW PARK REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT. 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 75-27; her motion was seconded by Councilmar. Wilson. 

Representing the Torrance Pilots Association, Mr. Henry 
Valet, 73 Buckskin Lane, Rolling Hills Estates, inquired as to 
the manner of payment for the subject tay~way; further, will 
the buildings adjacent to the Airport in the Meadow Park 
Redevelopment Project have ingress and egress to the Airport 
from their property. The Deputy Executive Director of the 
Redevelopment Agency, Mr. Larry Irwin, provided the needed 
clarification -- Airport-oriented buildings will have access 
to the taxiway; payment will be by way of tax increments from 
the Meadow Park Redevelopment Project. It was noted by City 
Attorney Remelmeyer that the City is liable in any event -
either out of tax increments or out of the General Fund in that 
there is an obligation to these people to build a taxiway. 
No monies will come out of the Airport Fund, per City Manager 
Ferraro. 

Roll call vote on Councilwoman Geissert's motion to adopt 
Resolution No. 75-27 was unanimously favorable (Councilman 
Uerkwitz absent). 

PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 

73 

22. REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CLARIFICATION ON A CONDITION OF CUP 74-17, 
PUP. 'N TACO DRIVE-UP RESTAURANT, located on the northeast 
corner of Pacific Coast Highway and Calle Mayor. 

RECOMMENDATION OF DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION: 
Unless the Council modifies the condition for fencing, 
particularly the approximate location of the easterly 
terminus, Staff will require the fence to be installed 
to 150 feet beyond the existing median fence (approxi
mately 950 feet of fence). 
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It is our opinion, however, that the positive environ
mental ·impact of leaving the existing natural landscaped 
barrier as it is, is more desirable than providing a 
fence to prohibit jaywalking, and would so recommend. 

Between the mature landscaped barrier and Calle Mayor 
(approximately 200 feet) there is very little landscaping 
at present. As this area is directly opposite the pro
posed restaurant, we have no objection to installing fence 
in this area, provided that it is done through a State 
encroachment permit and to State standards. 

Staff presentations were' provided by Planning Director Shartle 
and Director of Transportation Horkay, it being the opinion of 
Mr. Horkay that filling in the landscaping bare spots to impede 
pedestrian traffic would have great merit. 

Representing the proponent, Attorney Stanley Christensen 
reaffirmed the contents of his January 24th communication, of 
record, in support of the subject appeal. Mr. Russ Wendell, 
president, Pup'n Tac?, was also present and provided appropriate 
pictures for Council review. 

Discussion ensued, and the following action resulted: 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moveQ that the proponent be 
required to fill in present landscaping gaps with shrubbery in 
the 750 ft. area (type and size to be approved by Staff); that 
the desired 200 ft. of fencing be installed at this time, same 
could be removed at a later date when the trees mature. The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and r011 call vote was 
unanimously favorable (Councilman Uerkwitz absent) . 

# # 
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ROUTINE MATTERS: 

23. EXPENDITURES IN EXCESS OF $300: 

RECOMMENDATION OF FINANCE DIRECTOR: 
That Council approve the following purchases: 

1. Deleted. 

2. $26,500 to Phillips petroleum Company for a 6-months 
contract for diesel "as required" by City operation 
in accordance with the Federal "Mandatory Allocation 
Program" for petroleum products. 

3. $86~.20 to Barnes & Delaney - Tire Division - for the 
purchase of 4 22.5 x 15 special size tires for Wayne 
street sweepers. 

4. $3816.00 to Cataphote Company for an annual contract 
for glass beads used to drop on street striping paint 
to make it reflective for night visibility. 

5. $748.84 to Inglewood Book and Stationery Company for 
the purchase of miscellaneous stationery items required 
for stock. 

6. $425.00 to C.A. Miller Company for the purchase of one 
only 8 11 vise (wt. 350 lbs.} as required by the Garage 
Department for heavy equipment use. 

7. $712.46 to Pacific Sales Corporation for the purchase 
of a refrigerator (24 cut. ft. size} as requested by 
the Fire Department for new Fire Station #3. 

8. $449.44 to Firsco Company for the purchase of one only 
commercial quality floor machine requested by the Fire 
Department for Fire Station #3. 
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9. $1971.56 to western water Works Supply Company for the 
purchase of 200 only 3/4" couplings; 100 3/4" angle valves; 
and 24 only 2" size corp. stops as requested by the Water 
Department. 

10. $454.85 to Ingram Paper Company for the purchase of 
miscellaneous colors of printing paper stock to use 
for City jobs. 

11. $519.40 to Eastman Kodak Company for 40 rolls of micro
film police records. 

12. $502.44 to Hamilton Pipe and Supply Company for the 
purchase of one replacement drinking fountain for the 
City Hall complex. 

13. $689.00 to Van Vorst Company for the purchase of 40 
mattresses as requested by the Police Department for city 
jail. 
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14. $72~.51 to Muesco Company for the purchase of miscellaneous 
water meter repair parts as required by the Water Department. 

15. $848.95 to Aldine Books for the purchase of 137 adult 
books as requested by the Library Department. 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to concur with the recom
mendation of the Finance Director on Item #23. His motion was 
seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable (Councilman Uerkwitz absent) • 

# # # 

The hour being 7:13 P.M., Councilman Wilson moved to recess 
as the City Council, and reconvene as the Redevelopment Agency. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Uerkwitz absent) • 
The Council returned to its agenda at 7:14 P.M. 

# # # 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

24. City Librarian West announced the official confirmation of 
the City of Torrance as a Bicentennial City. 

25. Councilman Armstrong noted the generous $3000 Mobil Oil 
Foundation Grant for a book/art festival at Joslyn Center, 
and requested formal commendation of this action. 

Mr. Armstrong likewise commended Director of Park and 
Recreation Director Van Bellehem, Mrs. Erika Grubb, and other 
Staff members for their role in this matter. 

Likewise deserving of praise, per Mayor Miller, were the 
landscaping beautification efforts by Drilltrol at 23lst, 
Crenshaw, and Pennsylvania, who requested that a letter of 
congratulation be sent to this company. 

26. Councilman Surber advised that the South Bay Corridor Study 
hearing will be held on February 19th in the Torrance Council 
Chambers. 

27. Representing TPOA, Lieutenant Oates voiced the displeasure 
of this group with the present self-insured program of the City, 
and requested that the Council give consideration to returning to 
the State Fund arrangement. 

It was the consensus of the Council, following lengthy 
discussion, that this matter be referred to the Finance Committee, 
and that the TPOA concerns be submitted in writing. Mayor Miller 
directed that Councilman Armstrong serve in Councilman Uerkwitz' 
place on the Committee. 

The meeting was regularly adjourned at 7:40 P.M. 

# 

Ava Cripe 
Minute secretary 

# # 
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APPROVED: 

~):;;~ 
Mayor of-tne---Clty of Torrance 

'11 ~ ' 

Vernon W. Coil, ~lerk of the 
City of Torrance, California 
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