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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

July 23, 1974 

The Torrance City Council convened in a Regular Meeting on 
Tuesday, July 23, 1974, at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers at 
Torrance City Hall. 

2 . ROLL CALL : 

Present: Councilwoman Geissert; Councilmen Armstrong, 
Brewster, Uerkwitz, and Mayor Miller. Absent: Councilmen Surber 
(vacation) and Wilson (out of ,the country) • 

Noted by City Manager Ferraro were the requests of Councilmen 
Surber and Wilson that any major decisions pertaining to the Master 
Plan (Items 23-26) be delayed until after August 6th when both will 
be able to be present. (See Page 9) 

Also present: City Manager Ferraro, Assistant City Manager 
Scharfman, City Attorney Remelmeyer, City Clerk Coil, and City 
Treasurer Rupert. 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

Assistant City Manager Scharfman led in the salute to the 
flag. 

4. INVOCATION: 

The invocation was provided by Father Patrick McHugh, Nativity 
Catholic Church. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved to approve the minutes of July 2, 1974, 
as recorded. His motion was seconded by Councilman_ Brewster, and roll 
call.vote was unanimously favorable (Councilmen Surber, Wilson absent). 

6. APPROVAL OF DEMANDS: 

\ 
Councilman Brewster moved that all regularly audited demands 

'be paid. His motion, seconded by Councilman Armstrong, was unanimously 
approved by roll call vote (Absent: Councilmen Surber, Wilson). 

7. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Armstrong moved that after the City Clerk has given 
a number and read title to any resolution or ordinance on tonight's 
agenda, the further reading thereof be waived, reserving and 
guaranteeing to each Councilman the right to demand the reading of 
any such resolution or ordinance in regular or?er. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Uerkwitz, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable (Absent: Councilmen Surber, Wilson). 
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8. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS. 

Public Works Committee: 
Met this date to ratify Staff recommendation to correct the 
problem at Maricopa and Alaska. 

Police, Fire, and Public Safety: 
Change in meeting place for July 24th meeting -- new location 
will be the Library Meeting Room. 

PROCLAMATIONS: 

9. SOUTH COAST CRUSADE FOR CHRIST WITH BIL~ GLASS WEEK. 

So proclaimed by Mayor Miller. 

FISCAL MATTERS: 

10. RESOLUTION designating and approving the low bidder for the 
sale of certain Leasehold Mortgage Bonds of the Public 
Facilities Building Corporation and recommending that said 
Corporation accept such bid. 

Mayor Miller advised that this being the time and place 
fixed for the opening of bids for $920,090 bonds of the Torrance 
Public Facilities Building Corporation, designated the Torrance 
Public Facilities Building Corporation 1974 Leasehold Mortgage 
Bonds and numbered 1 to 184, inclusive, only one bid was received, 
which bid-was publicly opened, examined and read: 

The bid of Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner and Smith, Inc. 
and Associates offered $920,000 bid par, and accrued interest to 
day of delivery for said bonds to bear interest payable annually 
the first year and semi-annually thereafter at the rates of: 

RATES · YEARS {inclusive) 
9.50% 1975 to 1984 
7.50% 1985 to 1988 
7.60% 1989 to 1990 
7.70% 1991 to 1992 
7.75% 1993 to 1995 

and is.the sole bid made for said bonds. 

The bid was accompanied by a good faith check in the amount 
of $18,500.00. Under this bid the exact total gross amount of 
interest payable on the bonds during the life of the issue under 
the above proposal is $997,190. The net interest cost is $997,190. 
The net interest rate is 7.9204%. Wainwright and Ramsey, the City's 
financial consultant, and the City's Finance Director feel this 
amount will enable the City to finance the Fire Station and the 
Wa~teria Tennis Court Comp~ex improvements as contemplated. 
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At the request of Mayor Miller, City Clerk Coil assigned a 
number and read title to: 

RESOLUT ION NO. 74-158 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE DESIGNATING AND APPROVING 
THE SOLE BIDDER FOR THE SALE OF CERTAIN 
LEASEHOLD MORTGAGE BONDS OF THE TORRANCE 
PUBLIC FACILITIES BUILDING CORPORATION 
AND RECOMMENDING THAT SAID CORPORATION 

ACCEPT SUCH BID. 

'councilman Uerkwitz moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
74-158. His motion was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable (Absent: Councilmen Surber, 
Wilson). 

3. 
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11. BUS COMPREHENSIVE , FIRE .AND THEFT INSURANCE. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY CLERK: 
That the City accept the proposal submitted by Fireman's 
Fund Insurance Company to underwrite the Bus Comprehensive 
Fire and Theft Insurance for an annual premium of $4,681.00. 

MOTION: Councilman Uerkwitz moved to concur with the above 
recommendation of the City Clerk. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Brewster, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable 
(Councilmen Surber, Wilson absent). 

REAL PROPERTY: 

12. RESOLUTION authorizing execution of Second Amendment to 
Lease No. 6 with Rolling Hills Plaza Company. 

RE SOLUT I ON NO . 74-159 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECT
ING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE 
AND ATTEST SECOND AMENDMENT TO LEASE 
NO. 6, DATED JULY 1, 1974, BETWEEN THE 
CITY AND ALBERT LEVITT AND JAMES S. BOWER, 
DOING BUSINESS AS ROLLING HILLS PLAZA 

COMPANY, A PARTNERSHIP. 

· Councilman Armstrong moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
74-159. ~is motion, seconded by Councilman Uerkwitz, was unanimously 
approved by roll call vote (Absent: .Councilmen Surber, Wilson). 

RESOLUTION declaring ineffective certain provisions of 
Lease No. 3 with Jefferson Incorporated and all subsequent 
leases which include property embraced within Lease .No. 3. 

RESOLUTION NO. 74-160 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE DECLARING INEFFECTIVE 
CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF LEASE NO. 3 BETWEEN 
THE CITY AND JEFFERSON INCORPORATED AND 
ALL SUBSEQUENT LEASES WHICH INCLUDE THE 
PROPERTY EMBRACED WITHIN LEASE NO. 3. 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
74-160. The motion was seconded by Councilman Brewster, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable · (Councilmen Surber, Wilson 
absent) . 

TRANSPORTATION MATTERS: 

13." RESOLUTION urging the State of California (CALTRANS) to defer 
action calling for suspension bf studies and indefinite delay 
on the construction of the Route 107 Freeway. 

RESOLUTION NO . . 74-161 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE URGING THE STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA (CALTRANS) TO DEFER ACTION 

4. 
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CALLING FOR SUSPENSION OF STUDIES AND 
INDEFINITE DELAY ON THE CONSTRUCTION 

OF THE ROUTE 107 FREEWAY. 

Councilman Armstrong moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
74-16l~ The motion was seconded by Councilman Brewster, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilmen Surber, Wilson 
absent) . 

His objections to the 107 Freeway were reaffirmed.by Councilman 
Uerkwitz who noted that the above affirmative vote in no way changes 
his position. ' 

ELECTION MATTERS: 

14. RESOLUTION calling and giving notice of the holding of Special 
Municipal Election on November 5, 1974. 

Noted by Councilman Uerkwitz was the request of the School 
Board that Amendment no. 4 be withdrawn. It was agreed to hold 
this item until the arrival of Stanley Dunn, president, Torrance 
School Board~ in order that there be clarification of the subject 
request. (See Page 8.) 

AIRPORT MATTERS: 

15. RESOLUTION authorizing fifth amendment to Halibrand Airport 
Hangar Lease. 

RESOLUTION NO. 74-163 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECU
TION OF THAT CERTAIN FIFTH AMENDMENT TO 
AIRPORT HANGAR LEASE BETWEEN THE CITY AND 

HALIBRAND ENGINEERING. 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
74-163. His motion was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable (Absent: Councilmen Surber, 
Wilson) . 

16. RESOLUTION authorizing assignment of Hangar "O", 2735 Airport 
Drive, from H.T. Halibrand to Edwin E. Lohn. 

RECOMMENDATION OF LAND MANAGEMENT TEAM: 
Adoption of the subject Resolution, subject to the following 
conditions: 
1. Reimbursement of the City by H.T. Halibrand in the 

amount of $117.86 for out-of-pocket expenses incurred 
in preparation of the necessary documents. 

2. Approval of the City Attorney as to form. 
3. Approval of other City departments having jurisdiction. 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to concur with the above 
recommendation of the Land Management Te~m. The motion was seconded 
by Councilwoman Gcissert, and roll call vote· was -unanimously 
favorable (Councilmen Surber, Wilson absent}. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 74-164 

A RESOLurION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECurION 
OF THAT CERTAIN SIXTH AMENDMENT TO AIRPORT 
HANGAR LEASE BETWEEN THE CITY AND HALIBRAND 
ENGINEERING AND THAT CERTAIN AMENDMENT TO 
AIRPORT HANGAR LEASE BETWEEN THE CITY AND 

EDWIN E. LOHN. 

Councilman Armstrong moved for the adoption of Re~olution No. 
74-164. His motion, seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, was unani
mously approved by roll call vote (Absent: Councilmen Surber, Wilson). 

PARK AND RECREATION: 

17. ARTESIA BOULEVARD MEDIAN STRIP LANDSCAPING. 

RECOMMENDATION OF PARK AND RECREATION DIRECTOR: 
1. That Council appropriate the $35,000 to the improvement 

of the Artesia Boulevard median strip from Prairie 
Avenue to Yukon. 

2. That Council authorize the use of the Park Construction 
Crew to make the improvement in stages to fit the 
schedule of the Crew so as to have the entire project 
completed by October 31, 1974. 

MOTION: Councilman Uerkwitz moved to concur with the above 
recommendation of the Park and Recreation Director. His motion 
was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, .and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable (Absent: Councilmen Surber-, Wilson). 

SECOND READING ORDINANCES: 

18. ORDINANCE NO. 2508. (Re: Building Regulations Administrator) 

ORDINANCE NO. 2508 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING SECTION 17.103.l 
OF PART X, CHAPTER 7, DIVISION l OF THE 
TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO SALARY 

RANGES AND CLASS TITLES. 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 
2508 at its second and final reading. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Brewster, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable 
(Councilmen Surber, Wilson absent). 

19. ORDINANCE NO. 2509. (Re: Phasedown-Pep Programs) 

ORDINANCE NO. 2509 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE ADDING A NEW SECTION 
17.56.12 OF PART V, CHAPTER 7, DIVISION 1 
OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO EFFECT 
CERTAIN MODIFICATIONS IN WORKING CONDITIONS. 
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Councilman Brewster moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 
2509 at its second and final reading. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Uerkwitz, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable 
(Councilmen Surber, Wilson absent). 

# # # 

Mayor Miller ordered a 5-minute recess at 7:30 P.M. in order 
that additional chairs might be provided for the overflow audience. 

# # # 

PLi~NNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 

20. DISCUSSION PAPER ON OPEN SPACE ZONING. 

RECOMMENDATION OF PLANNING DEPARTMENT: 
That the City Attorney's Office and the Planning Department 
research and develop expanded procedures for reserving 
open space including: 
1. A new zone limiting development to oil extraction, 

golf courses and similar uses; 
2. Expansion of the P-1 zone use to provide open areas 

of landscaping throughout the City; 
3. Use of the P-U (Public Use) zone in areas where the 

City intends to purchase the land; and 
4. Open space easements. 

Councilwoman Geissert expressed personal disappointment in 
the contents of the subject paper -- a more detailed report had 
been anticipated by her. She would concur with the recommendation 
that Staff "research and develop expanded procedures" ... Noted 
by c·ity Attorney Remelmeyer was the Open Space brochure put out 
by the Assembly which is a complete expose on the subject, and 
which has been provided the Council via the Planning Department. 

Discussion ensued regarding the need for an item~zed list 
o~ available options, Staff input on specific parcels of land ·to 
be considered, as well as input from the public, etc. 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to concur with the above 
recommendation of the Planning Department, including, but not 
limited to, the four ar~as of study. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Uerkwitz, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable 
:(Absent: Councilmen Surber, Wilson). 

· PLANNING AND ZONING HEARINGS: 

21. CUP 73-63, THOMAS R. BROWN, M.D. Request for a modification 
of a previously appro_ved Conditional Use Permit which allowed 
the sale of medical offices as condominium in the C-3 zone, 
located between Torrance Boulevard and Maricopa Street 
approximately 300 feef west of Earl Street. 
RECOMMENDED FOR DENIAL BY THE PLAl\1NING COM.1."1ISSION. 

An Affidavit of Publication was presented by City Clerk Coil, 
and it was ordered filed, there being no objection. 

7. 
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Mayor Miller announced that this is the time and place for 
the subject public hearing. Planning Director Shartle reaffirmed 
Planning Commission and Department recommendations for denial 
of the requested modification. 

There being no one present who wished to be heard, Councilman 
Armstrong moved that the hearing be closed. His motion was seconded 
by Councilman Brewster, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable 
(Absent: Councilmen Surber, Wilson). 

MOTION: Councilman Uerkwitz moved to concur with the recom
mendation of the Planning Commission and Planning Department for 
denial of the requested modification on CUP 73-63. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and roll call vote was unani
mously favorable (Councilmen Surber, Wilson absent). 

22. REQUEST OF COUNCIIJV.LAN WILSON TO POSTPONE VOTE ON LAND USE 
ELEMENT OF GENERAL PLAN UNTIL AUGUST 6, 1974. 

Mayor Miller noted the following telegram from Councilman 
Wilson in Taipei: "RESPECTFULLY REQUEST YOU POSTPONE THE VOTE 
ON LAND USE ELEMENT ON GENERAL PLAN UNTIL AUGUST 6TH." 

(See Page 9) 

The Council now returned to consider Item #14: 

ELECTION MATTERS: 

14. RESOLUTION re: Special Municipal Election. 

Mr. Stanley Dunn, president, Torrance School Board, requested 
that Amendment No. 4 re: compensation for School Board members, be 
deleted from the Special Municipal Election ballot in that the 
State Legislature is the body which prescribes the rules and 
regulations for School Board operation and thereby preempts any 
provision in the City Charter to the contrary. 

There were no objections to the request, and it was the 
direction of City Attorney Remelmeyer that the present Charter 
Amendment No. 4 be deleted, with Charter Amendment No. 5 becoming 
No. 4 -- further, that an appropriate amendment be made to provide 
that four separate propositions will be submitted to the electorate 
of the City. Councilman Armstrong so MOVED; the motion was seconded 
by Mayor Miller, and approval was unanimous (Absent: Councilman 
Surber, Wilson). 

RESOLUTION NO. 74-162 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, CALLING AND 
GIVING NOTICE OF THE HOLDING OF A SPECIAL 
MUNICIPAL ELECTION TO BE CONSOLIDATED WITH 
THE GENERAL STATEWIDE ELECTION TO BE HELD 
IN SAID CITY ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 1974, 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF SUBMITTING TO THE 
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QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF SAID CITY CERTAIN 
PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENTS; AND REQUEST
ING THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF LOS 
ANGELES COUNTY TO CONSOLIDATE SAID 
SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION WITH SAID 
GENERAL STATEWIDE ELECTION~ 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
74-162, as amended by the City Attorney. The motion was seconded 
by Councilman Armstrong, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable (Absent: Councilmen Surber, Wilson). 

2A.GENERAL PLAN FOR THE CITY OF TORRANCE: 

At the direction of City Manager Ferraro, the July 23, 1974 
communication from Councilman Surber is officially recorded in 
these minutes, as follows: 

"Honorable Mayor and 
Members of th.e City Council 

"Because of Los Angeles Police Department policy, and 
complicated by personal family problems, I will not be able to 
attend the July 23, 1974 meeting of the City Council. Although 
it is impossible to hold the meeting until I am available, it is 
my announced intention to hear the tapes of the 23rd, etc. 
meetings, and then be able to cast a final vote upon the various 
elements of the General Plan which are currently pending. For 
that reason, I would request that, unless your councilmanic 
wisdom finds it absolutely necessary, that the proposed meeting 
of July 30 be cancelled, and such matters scheduled for that 
meeting be arranged for a later date. Upon my return, I will 
review the tapes and be as equally informed as other members of 
the City Council regarding the General Plan matters. 

"The specific request is made to the Council that no action 
be made on the Housing Element section of the General Plan until 
my return. 

"Mr. Ferraro, City Manager, is available to individual 
members of the Council to answer any questions regarding the 
circumstances that require my absence on July 23 and July 30." 

City Manag~r Ferraro reviewed the impact of the forthcoming 
presentations and considerations of the various Elements of the 
General Plan, and recommended that there be a 4-to-5 week time 
period to permit the Council and Staff to digest, review, and 
comment on the public input, budgetary factors, etc. Mr. Ferraro 
suggested that the subject hearing be continued until Tuesday, 
August 27th, at 7:00 ~.M. _ Mayor Miller acknowledged the requests 
of Councilmen Surber and Wilson for such continuance, and then 
directed that tonight's presentations be limited to Staff and the 
public, with- continuance of' the matter to August 27th when a full 
Council will be in attendance. 
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2 3 . SAFETY ELEMENT OF THE GENERAL PLAN. 

An Affidavit of Publication was presented by City Clerk 
Coil, and it was ordered filed, there being no objection. 

Mayor Miller announced that this is the time and place for 
the Sqfety Element, and following a detailed presentation by 
Planning Associate Gomez, invited comments from the audience. 

Mr. Arnold S. Johnson, 2278 west 232nd Street, presented 
a prepared statement (of record, dated July 23, 1974) w~ich, in 
part, questioned the phrasing of Policy 10 on Page 4, in light 
of Objective 5 on Page 2 and the recommendations contained in 
the draft Geology Element of the Coastal Zone Plan -- the 
document recommends that a microseismic monitoring network be 
developed to cover all oil fields in the coastal area. It is 
the opinion of Mr. Johnson that Policy 10 should be rephrased 
to state that monitoring stations will be established in Torrance 
since there appears to be little need for investigating the 
feasibility of taking such action. 

Also questioned by Mr. Johnson was the basis for an article 
appearing in the January 22, 1974 edition of the centinela-South 
Bay section of the Los Angeles Times ("TORRANCE IS FREE OF QUAKE 
FAULTS, SEISMOLOGISTS SAY"). 

It was also the request of Mr. Johnson that final corrected 
copies of the Seismic Safety Element be placed in the City Clerk's 
Office and in the Civic Center Library. 

Mayor Miller directed that Staff' report back on Mr. Johnson's 
comments -at the August 27th meeting. 

On behalf of the Torrance Oil Board, Mr. Henry Nowicki noted 
this Board's communication of record regarding the Safety Element 
it was his recommendation that contingency plans for secondary 
recovery within the City be mentioned in the Safety Element. 

There being no one else who wished to be heard, Councilman 
Armstrong moved to continue the hearing on the Safety Element to 
August 27, 1974, a 7:00 P.M. meeting. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Brewster, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable 
(Councilmen Surber, Wilson absent). 

24. HOUSING ELEMENT OF THE GENERAL PLAN. 

An Affidavit of Publication was presented by City Clerk Coil, 
and it was ordered filed, there being· no objection. 

Mayor Miller announced that this is the time and place for 
the subject public hearing. Planning Assistant Warot made the 
Staff presentation. 

Questioned by Councilman Brewster was the absence of reference 
to the Property Maintenance concept under Implementation -- past 
experience in 1968 whereby the Housing Code was repealed by Torrance 
residents was reviewed by City Attorney Remelmeyer and Building and 
Safety Director McKinnon. 
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In this same general area, Councilman Uerkwitz questioned 
the appropriateness of Policies A and C under sub~goal 4. 

Mrs. Betty Shields, 3025 Opal Street, provided her recollec
tion of the 1968 era and the objections to quasi-offiaial-police-type 
inspections. 

There being no one else who wished to be heard, Councilman 
Uerkwitz moved to continue the Housing Element to August 27, 1974, 
a 7:00 P.M. meeting. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Armstrong, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Absent: 
Councilmen Surber, Wilson). 

25. CIRCULATION ELEMENT OF THE GENERAL PLAN. 

An Affidavit of Publi~ation was presented by City Clerk 
Coil, and it was ordered filed, there being no objection. 

Mayor Miller announced that this is the time and place for 
the advertised public hearing on the Circulation Element. Planning 
Associate Gomez provided Staff clarification. 

It was confirmed by Councilman Brewster that the Citizens' 
Ad Hoc Study Group's recommendations on the transit goals would be 
available prior to the August 27th meeting. It was further 
confirmed by Mr. Brewster that any action taken on the Circulation 
Element will be contained in the Master Plan of Streets and 
Highways. 

Further noted by Planning Director Shartle, at Councilman 
Uerkwitz' question, was the fact that the Circul~tion Element wil~ 
not establish any priorities among the proposed street improvements. 

Mr. Bernie Hollander, 22959-B Nadine Circle, presented a 
petition, bearing some 672 signatures, in opposition to the 
Extension of Madrona Avenue south of Sepulveda Boulevard for the 
reason tha~ ·it would destroy desirable residential areas and 
aggravate existing traffic congestion. Mr. Hollander further 
pointed out the proposed 223rd Street, future development now 
under consideration in the Marsh area, confusion surrounding 
the extension of the Rapid Transit System to the Torrance Airport, etc. 

Next to speak was Mr. Stanley Dunn, president, Torrance 
Unified School District, who stated that the widening and exten
sions of Prairie, Madroria and Madison Streets will have an 
adverse environmental impact on five Torrance schools -- Madrona, 
Prairie, Magruder, Levy, and Walteria Schools. It was the request 
of Mr. Dunn that proper consideration be given to the safety of 
the school children and the inevitable increased noise levels in 
connection with these extensions. 

· Mrs. Dorothy Filio, 22978 Nadine Circle, commented that there 
seems to be a tendency . to accommodate Torrance residents and other 
people who circulate, for various reasons, through or within the 
City in their role as automobile drivers, rather than creating the 
kind of atmosphere conducive to quiet, healthful, enjoyable living. 
It was her suggestion that "Torrance take a bold stand against 
continued pollution of its residents of all descriptions in the 
name of facilitating vehicular movement, and come out strongly, 
bravely, and resolutely in favor of the creation of a city where 
people count more than automobiles, where the solace offered by 
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natural wonders, such as the Madrona Marsh; is looked upon as vastly 
more desirable than the establishment of an impressive network of 
streets and highways." 

Mr. Sam Suitt, 1745 Maple Avenue, speaking for the Friends 
of Madrona Marsh, recommended deletion of the proposed extension 
of 223rd Street to Madrona -- noted were increased traffic 
problems and the serious potential for significant health hazard 
creation by way of pollution. Further noted by Mr. Suitt was the 
impact of the recommended 223rd Street on the fund-rais~ng efforts 
of Friends of Madrona Marsh. 

On behalf of the Torrance Heights Homeowners Association, 
Mr. John La Resche, 3634 - 228th Street, presented a petition in 
opposition to the Extension of Madrona Avenue, with some 278 
signatures. Mr. La Resche presented statistics pertaining to 
Hawthorne Boulevard traffic, and questioned the need for the Madrona 
Extension, with particular note of the fact that it is proposed to. 
"dead end''/~adrona in some manner. Also noted was conflict with 
Land Use Goals wherein it is recommended that existing residential 
areas be preserved, that environmental considerations be made a part 
of all decisions affecting the physical development of the City. 
Mr. La Resche also reviewed the negative fate faced by homes on 
Madrona Avenue. 

Mr. James Frye, 3424 West 229th Street, expressed his oppositi6n 
to the Extension of Madrona Avenue, and outlined the devaluation to 
his property which would result with such Extension. 

MOTION: Councilman Uerkwitz moved to continue the Circulation 
Element to August 27, 1974, a 7:00 P.M. meeting. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and roll call vote was unani
mously favorable (Councilmen Surber, Wilson absent). 

# # # 

At 10:25 P.M., Mayor Miller ordered a 5-rninute recess. 

# # # 

26. LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE GENERAL PLAN. 

An A.ffidavit of Publication was presented by City Clerk Coil, 
and it was ordered filed, there being no objection. 

Mayor Miller announced that this is the time and place for 
the advertised public hearing on the Land Use Element Noted below 
is the correspondence in this matter. 

Petitions and letters favoring the Madrona Marsh in conjunc
tion with the Land Use Element of the General Plan: 

Petitions Letters No.Signatures From: 
7 . 

1 
1 
1 
1 
4 7 

112 
346 

13 
28 

499 

12. 

Narbonne High School 
West High School 
Elementary School 
Miscellaneous signatures 
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Staff presentation was made by Principal Planner Busse. 

Councilman Brewster expressed concern over any possible 
conflicts that may arise between the Land Use Element and the 
forthcoming Airport Master Plan, and urged that the procedures 
for reconciling any conflicts be clearly established. 

1 O I 

Mr. Br~wster also requested that the required consistency between 
20ning and the General Plan, as mandated by State legislation, be 
clarified. 

Councilman Brewster further requested Staff input_ on the 
posture of the County Assessor toward the General Plan -- i.e., 
is there any indication or precedent setting action on the part 
of the Assessor to reassess land based upon its designation on the 
General Plan versus its current use or zoning. 

First to speak was Mrs. Janet Pryor, president, Torrance 
League of Women Voters, who conveyed their findings relative to the 
General Plan Elements - per official statement of record dated 
July 23, 1974. Of specific note was their recommendation that the 
Madrona Marsh area "be designated OPEN SPACE with provisions for 
the oil recovery operations presently underway on the property," 
with detailed clarification pertaining to the extensive legislative 
efforts in this regard. 

On behalf of the Friends of Madrona Marsh, Mr. Sam Suitt, 
1745 Maple, reiterated their long standing opinion of record that 
the Marsh is a valuable, unique and irreplacable resource; reviewed 
court decisions and legislation pertaining to open space; noted 
pending funding applications re: Madrona Marsh; etc. Per Mr. Suitt, 
Torrance does not need more cor.mercial; retail development and the 
resultant· congestion -- its residents need and desire the open land 
afforded by- the Marsh development. 

Next to speak was Mr. Hal Boley, naturalist at the El Dorado 
Nature Center in Long .Beach, who described the advantages offered 
by a Madrona Marsh-type development based on successful like 
ventures in the City of Long Beach. The uniqueness of Madrona 
Marsh, and its many assets were itemized by Mr. Boley, who urged 
that the City retain this priceless area . . 

Mr. Larry Bowman, attorney for the developer, noted the 
moratorium aspects of the General Plan evolvement and the resultant 
hardship on the property owner. · Mr. Bowman further noted the 
"developer. vs. Madrona Marsh supporters" aspect of these delibera
tions, and pointed out that the entire 160 acres does not comprise 
the Madrona Marsh. The history of the subject parcel was reviewed, 
as were events to date which have resulted in the requested pending 
zone change -- it was the request of Mr. Bowman that fairness to the 
land owner be displayed, with acknowledgm8nt of the efforts and 
strong feelings of the Marsh supporters. 

Representing the Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce, Mr. Dick 
Rossburg stated that both sides of this issue have been reviewed by 
its Industrial Committee, but they decline to take a stand at this 
time in this matter -- however, a resolution supporting the current 
owner of this land, based on current market value and zoning of the 
land (M2), was adopted by the Chamber. 
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It was the request of Mr. Rossburg, as a citizen, that if the 
land should be purchased for a Marsh that the citizens be informed 
as to the maintenance cost -- there should be some consideration 
regarding income for the land also. 

Mr. Suit~ returned to point out that since 1964 when the 
initial General Development Plan for the City of Torrance was 
adopted, this Plan has consistently and continuously shown the 
subject parcel as an Open Space designation -- Mr. Suitt acknowledged 
the present M-2 zoning, it never having been his contention that 
there is Open Space zoning on the land. Principal Planner Busse 
provided clarification regardin~ the varying designations of the 
subject property. 

Petitions of record in support of Madrona Marsh were presented 
by students from West High and Narbonne High School. Miss Tina 
Boyd, 2619 Sonoma, on behalf of her friends at Firn-Greenwood 
School, urged that Madrona Marsh·· be retained -- "it is a beautiful 
place, and it makes Torrance a nicer place to live." 

Mrs. Arnold S. Johnson, 2278 west 232nd Street, presented 
a prepared statement dated July 23, 1974, of record, by the SETHA 
Oil Committee -- in general, it was their request that the defini
tion of "unitized areas" appearing on Page 62 of the Land Use 
Element be revised to conform with the Division of Oil and Gas' 
definition of such areas, as contained in the California Public 
Resources Code, and that the final paragraph on the above 
mentioned page be altered to reflect the legally questionable 
~ature of the Superior waterflood in Southeast Torrance. 
Mrs. Johnson also suggested that Staff.examine the Los Angeles 
Municipal Code to ascertain additional methods for controlling 
local oil operations. Mayor Miller directed Staff follow-through 
on the foregoing statement. 

Representing the property owner, Mr. Robert Curtis, attorney 
for CWOD, indicated his preference for continuance to August 27th, 
in view of the late hour. Mayor Miller confirmed that this would 
be done. 

Mrs. Eunice Hargrove, 705 Calle Miramar, urged that this 
area not take on a "Seventh and Broadway" appearance -- further 
development here will bring more not-needed traffic. 

A No.n-Friend of the Madrona Marsh, Mr. Dick Miller, 2305 · 
Torrance Boulevard, questioned the inclusion of the map displayed 
in this matter in the General Plan -- Planning Director Shartle 
advised this it is a "generalized map" and represents only a 
concept. 

Mr. Bernie Stinson, 2878 - 230th Street, pointed out ' present 
traffic congestion in Torrance, and the capability of City streets 
to handle traffic is approaching its limit -- therefore, consideration 
for the use of this property should be for a use that will add the 
least amount of traffic to the area. 

The last speaker was Mr. Stanley Dunn, representing the 
Torrance Unified School District, asked for an interpretation of 
Policy 8 on Page 55 of the officially adopted Environmental Resources 
Element. Mr. Dunn deemed it ·~nreasonable that the determination re: 
the market value for a fair price for property is made by the sole 
eligible buyer -- the pattern established via the disposition of the 
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Crenshaw School site is a proper procedure. This matter was referred 
to Staff, with the direction that they return on August 27th with 
recommendations. It was the further direction of Councilwoman 
Geissert that Staff prepare a synopsis of precedent-setting cases 
or methods for transferring public lands from one public agency to 
another. 

It was Mr. Dunn's further question as to how the fair market 
value on school lands (P-U zoned) would be determined and if the 
City intends to freeze the zoning on school property, thereby 
contravening State legislative policy. Councilman Armstrong asked 
for a clarification of Policy 5 'by Staff prior to August 27th. 

There was no one else present who desired to speak. 

Councilman Armstrong requested, for the August 27th hearing, 
the following information: (1) ~an 223rd Street be _ constructed 
west to Madrona without knifing through the center of the existing 
open space and destroying the Marsh; and (2) Exactly how much land 
is involved -- exact number of acres -- for the preservation of 
the Marsh? 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to continue the Land Use 
Element to August 27, 1974, a 7:00 P.M. meeting. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Uerkwitz, and roll call vote was unanimously 

. favorable (Councilmen Surber, Wilson absent). 

# # 

15. 

# 
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ROUTINE MATTERS: 

27. EXPENDITURES OVER $300: 

RECOMMENDATION OF FINANCE DIRECTOR: 
That Council approve the following purchases: 

A. BUDGETED ITEMS: 

1. $487.60 to Empower Electronics for one only electronic 
calculator, as requested by the City Manager's office. 

2. $375.00 to Parker-Smith Construction Company for an 
additional short run of a sewer line connection, as 
requested by the Building Maintenance Division for 
Victor Park. 

3. $305.28 to Peabody Galion-Sabco Division for one only 
replacement hydraulic pump, as requested by the City 
Garage for installation on a City dump truck. 

4. $1,113.93 to Johnny Gillette Tire Company for miscellaneous 
tire recapping and repair services as requested by the City 
Garage. 

5. $1,400.00 to Mike Brown Grandstands, Inc. for rental of a 
750-seat steel bleacher, as requested by the Park and 
Recreation Department for use at their Aquacade. 

6. $4,992.22 to Mail-Well Envelope Company for the purchase, 
inserting and storage of 600,000.wate~ and trash bill 
notice envelopes, as requested by Customer Service. 

7. $1,985.44 to Fred Klingler Company for an annual contract 
to supply engineering reproduction paper, as requested 
by the Engineering Department, and $970.84 to Teledyne 
Post Company for an annual contract to furnish coated 
mylar film and 240 gallons of ammonia required by the 
Engineering Department. 

8. $646.60 to Bowman Industries, tnc. for 22 reflective 
"visitor parking" signs, as requested by the Department 
of Transportation. 

9. $747.68 to Western Water Works Supply Company for 12 . each 
6-inch repair clamps, as requested by the Water Dept. 

10. $4,375.15 to James Jones Company for 25 each 6-inch 
hydrant heads, as requested by the Water Department. 

11. $2,931.10 to Baker and Taylor Company for 324 library books. 

12. $515.00 to Standard and Poors Corp. for the renewal of a 
special library combination subscription. 

16. ~ity Council 
July 23, 1974 



28. AWARD OF CONTRACT - Five Refuse Trucks - Diesel. 
Expenditure: $118,820.70 

RECOMMENDATION OF PURCHASING SUPERVISOR/EQUIPMENT SUPT. 
STREET MAINTENANCE SUPT . 

105 

That Council approve of the award of a contract for the 
··five one-man refuse trucks from the White Motor Corporation 
in the amount of $23,764.14 each, for a total of $118,820.70 
including tax. 

29. PROPANE TANK INSTALLATION. 
Re: Glenco - P.O. 42814 

RECOMMENDATION OF PURCHASING SUPERVISOR/ EQUIPMENT SUPT. 
That Council accept as completed per contract the installa
tion of the propane tank installation located at the City 
Yard by the Glenco Company. 

30. AWARD OF CONTRACT - READY MIXED CONCRETE. 
Expenditure: $28.097.00 

RECOMMENDATION OF PURCHASING SUPERVISOR: 
That Council accept the low bid submitted by Conrock Company 
(for a 12-month contract) and approve of awarding them the 
contract for the required Ready-Mixed Concrete in the total 
amount of $28,097, including tax. 

31. CONSTRUCTION OF DRAINAGE FACILITIES - Appropriation of 
Drainage Improvement Funds 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER: 
1. Tpat $5,500 be appropriated from Drainage Improvement 

Fund for construction of drainage facilities on 
Earl Street and Maricopa Street and 200' south of 
Spencer Street. 

2. That a 30' portion of the "Irrevocable Offer to 
Dedicate" right-of-way be accepted at this time. 

32. REFUND OF FEES - Drainage Improvement Fund. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER: 
That the sum of $630.00 l~ss administrative expense of 
$25.00 be refunded to L and W Investment Company (Lococo 
and Weeks) 

33. CLAIM of Joan M. Carty for property damages. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY CLERK: 
That the above claim be DENIED and referred to the City 
Attorney. The insurance carrier concurs with the above 
action. 

MOTION: Councilman Uerkwitz moved to concur with the recom
mendations on agenda items #27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, and #33. The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable (Councilmen .Surber, Wi-lson absent). 
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HEARINGS OTHER THAN PLANNING AND ZONING: 

34. 1973 WEED ABATEMENT PROGRAM. 

Mayor Miller announced that this is the time and place for 
the hearing on confirmation of the 1973 Weed Abatement Program, 
showing the costs to be assessed to the property owners listed 
thereon. 

City Clerk Coil presented the Affidavit of Posting 
Councilman Brewster moved that it be received and filed. His motion 
was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and roll call vote was unani
mously favorable (Councilmen Surber, Wilson absent). 

There being no one present who wished to be heard on this 
matter, Councilman Uerkwitz moved that the hearing be closed. His 
motion was seconded by Councilman Brewster, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable (Councilmen Surber, Wilson absent). 

Councilman Brewster moved to approve the report of the 
City Manager as submitted. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Uerkwitz, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Absent: 
Councilmen Surber, Wilson). 

At the request of Mayor Miller, City Clerk Coil assigned a 
number and read title to the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION NO. 74-165 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE·CONFIRMING THE WRITTEN 
REPORT OF THE CITY MANAGER SHOWING THE 
COST OF WEED ABATEMENT FOR 1973. 
(Weed Abatement Assessment Roll, 1973) . 

Councilman Armstrong moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
74-165. His motion, seconded by Councilman Brewster, was unanimously 
approved by roll call vote (Absent: Councilmen Surber, Wilson). 

ADDENDA ITEMS #35, 36 I 37 - See Pages 19. and 20. 

The hour being 12:55 A.M., Councilman Armstrong moved to recess 
as the City Council and reconvene as the Redevelopment Agency. The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Uerkwitz, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable (Absent: Councilmen Surber, Wilson). It was 
agreed at this point in the meeting that Tuesday, July 30th, would 
be a "dark night". 

# ' # # 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

38. City Treasurer Rupert referred to agenda item #10 this date, 
and advised that the Torrance Public Facilities Building Corporation 
accepted the bid for the bond at an 8.:00 P.M. meeting tonight. 

39. Appropriate recognition for the citizen assistance to Police 
Officers in the recent incident at Ohrbach's was requested by 
CounciJman Uerkwitz. 
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40. Representing the Torrance Jaycees, Mr. Art Miller, 23749 
President, Harbor City, presented an appeal from a Planning 
Commission-imposed condition prohibiting the sale of beer at 
their forthcoming Community Fair. 

The past history of Jaycee events involving the sale of 
beer ':las reviewed -- Mr. Miller indicated their willingness to 
adhere to the following rules: any person whose age might be 
in question will be required to show I.D.; the regulations and 
laws concerning alcoholic beverages will be posted and followed 
to the letter; two Torrance Police Officers will be hired to 
patrol the area; all Jaycee personnel will be on the lookout for 
any problems involving beer and minors. 

Mr. Miller further indicated concurrence with all other 
conditions, including that of providing an enclosed area by 
setting aside an area, where customer identification will be 
necessary,and requiring that they remain in that specific area 
while consuming the beer. 

MOTION: Councilman Uerkwitz moved to concur with the 
request, subject to Planning Commission conditions #2 through 
17, as well as conditions imposed by the License Review Board. 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable (Absent: Councilmen Surber, 
Wilson) . 

# # # 

At 1:05 A.M. Councilman Uerkwitz moved to recess for the 
purpose of an Executive Session to discuss ·wages, hours, and 
working conditions, following confirmation by City Attorney 
Remelmeyer .that this is proper subject matter. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and roll call vote was unani
mously favorable (Councilmen Surber, Wilson absent). 

The Council returned at 1:15 A.M., and took the following 
action: 

ADDENDA ITEMS: 

35. INFORMAL MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
Employees Association. 

Torrance Library 

Informal 
MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to adopt tho/ Memorandum 

,07 ...IL . 

of Understanding for the Torrance Library Employees Association. 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Brewster, and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable (Councilmen Surber, Wilson absent). 

36. INFORMAL MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING - "Engineers". 
Informal 

MOTION: Councibnan Brewster moved to adopt the/iemorandum 
of Understanding for the "Engineers". The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Armstrong, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable 
(Councilmen Surber, Wilson _absent). 
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37. FORMAL MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING - Torrance Library 
Employees Association (74-1.1) 

A FORMAL MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
SETTING FORTH THE HOURS, WAGES~ AND 
WORKING CONDITIONS FOR EMPLOYEES 
REPRESENTED BY TORRANCE LIBRARY 

EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION. 

Councilman Brewster moved for approval of the Formal Memorandum 
of Understanding for Torrance Library Employees Association. The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Uerkwitz, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable (Councilmen Surber, Wilson absent). 

# # # 

At 1:17 A.M., Councilman Uerkwitz moved to adjourn to 
Tuesday, August 6, 1974, at 5:30 P.-M. The motion was seconded 
by Councilman Armstrong, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable (Absent: Councilmen Surber, Wilson). 

# 

APPROVED: 

-~ .~~ 
Maypn~of the City of Torrance 

Ava Cripe 
Minute Secretary 

# # 

Vetnon w. Coil, Clerk of the 
City of Torrance, caiifornia 
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