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February 19, 1974 

MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

The Torrance City Council convened in an Adjourned Regular 
Meeting on Tuesday, February 19, 1974, at 5:00 P.M. in the 
Council Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2 • ROLL CALL: 

185>fl, 

Present: Councilmen Armstrong, Sciarrotta, Uerkwitz, Wilson, 
and Mayor Miller. Councilman Surber arrived at 5:20 P.M.: Councilman 
Brewster at 5:30 P.M. 

Also present: City Manager Ferraro, City Attorney Remelmeyer, 
City Clerk Coil, and City Treasurer Rupert. Absent: Assistant 
City Manager Scharfman. 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

Miss Shery Thompson led in the salute to the flag. 

4. INVOCATION: 

The invocation, as follows, was provided by Reverend George 
Johnson, Prairie Avenue Foursquare Church: 

11 0UR FATHER, WE THANK THEE AS WE CONVENE WITH THE BUSINESS OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE, ASKING THY GUIDANCE AND WISDOM. THANK YOU 
FOR THE RIGHT OF DUE PROCESS OF LAW THAT EACH CITIZEN OF OUR COM­
MUNITY HAS; THANK YOU FOR THIS KIND OF GOVERNMENT THAT GIVES A RIGHT 
AND A VOICE TO THE PEOPLE OF ITS CITY. BE WITH US IN THIS SESSION; 
GUIDE THE POWERS THAT BE; BE WITH THE COUNCIL AND THE MAYOR, 
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF, ALL THOSE THAT HAVE PART IN THE BUSINESS AT 
IIAND. II 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5 • APPROVAL OF MIN1JTES: 

Councilman Sciarretta moved that the minutes of January 22, 1974 
be approved as recorded. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Uerkwitz, and approval was unanimous (Councilmen Brewster, Surber had 
not ye_t ~rrived at the meeting) • 

6. APPROVAL OF DEMANDS : 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved that all regularly audited demands be 
paid. His motion, seconded by Councilman Wilson, was unanimously 
approved by roll call vote (Absent: Councilmen Brewster, Surber who 
had not yet arrived at the meeting.) 
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7 • MOT ION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING : 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved that after the Clerk has given a 
number and read title to any resolution or ordinance on tonight's 
agenda, the further reading thereof be waived, reserving and 
guaranteeing to each Councilman the right to demand the reading 
of any such resolution or ordinance in regular order. · The · motion 
was seconded by Cou~cilman Sciarrotta, and approval was unanimous. 
(Councilmen Brewster and Surber had not yet arrived at the meeting.) 

8. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

Transportation Committee: · 
Councilman Uerkwitz, on behalf of Committee Chairman Surber, 

reported that this committee met on February 13th to review Airport 
rental policy in the light of the current economic situation. There 
were approximately 30 people in attendance; comments and suggestions 
were heard, with same referred to Staff for study a~d report, along 
with a request for a legal opinion from the City Attorney as to 
whether or not the City can adjust lease rents in any way. The 
Committee also requested that the Airport Commission provide more 
input on this item. Next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 
March 6th at 5:00 P.M. 

Finance Committee: 
Next meeting on Monday, February 25th, at 5:30 P.M. 

Civil Service Committee: 
Met this past week re: retirement process and policy; 
report will be forthcoming. 

COMMISSION MA.TTERS : 

9. Commission Interviews - Torrance Oil . Board and Senior 
Citizens Council. 

Charles •Fulton was present to .formally apply for appointment 
to the Senior Citizens Council. 

At 5:15 P.M., Councilman Uerkwitz moved to recess for the 
purpose of a Personnel Session to consider Conunission appointments. 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and approval was 
unanimous (Councilmen Brewster and Surber had not yet arrived at 
the meeting.) 

The Council returned at 5:25 P.M., and Mayor Miller announced 
the following appointments: 

SENIOR CIT IZENS COUNCIL: . 
Charles Fulton 
Lawrence Gitschier 
Fred Mill. 

OIL BOARD: 
Frederick F. Harris 
Homer Morgan. 
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(Councilmen Brewster and Surber arrived at the meeting.) 

i ·s-·7 ~, 

PROCLAMAT IONS: 
" 

10. NATIONAL DEFENSE WEEK - February 12 through 22, 1974. 

So proclaimed by Mayor Miller, with grateful acceptance of 
the Proclamation by General Stanley Remelmeyer. 

STREETS AND SIDEWALKS: 

11. GAS TAX FUNDs ·- Impr9v~ment ·of Del Arno Boulevard. 

RECOM..MENDAT ION OF CITY ENGINEER: 
That $15,000 in 2106 Gas ~ax Funds be appropriated for the 
Improvement of Del Arno Boulevard from Madrona Avenue to 
Maple Avenue. 

MOTION: Councilman Sciarrotta moved to concur with the above 
recorrrrnendation of the City Engineer. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

REAL PROPERTY: 

12. ROLLING" HILLS SHOPPING CENTER, LEASE NO. 6. 

RECOMMENDATION OF LAND MANAGEMENT TEAM: 
(Remains as previously stated in December 13, 1973 communication): 
That its position on the in-lieu rents be sustained, and if the 
Lessees do not agree to pay the in-lieu rents, that Lease No. 6 
be terminated in accordance with the Council's previous directive, 
and the land offered for lease to the public. 

City Manager Ferraro advised that a last minute counter offer 
had been received -- two weeks to analyze same was requested by 
Mr. Ferraro, concurrence with such delay having been expressed by 
Messrs. Levitt and Pope. 

MOTION: Councilman Surber moved to continue Item #12 for two 
weeks. His motion was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

TRANSPORTATION: 

13. RESOLUTION re: Hawthorne Boulevard Mini-Computer Signal System. 

RESOLUTION NO •. 74-28 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE URGING STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
HIGHWAY COMMISSION APPROVAL OF THE HAWTHORNE 
BOULEVARD MINI-COMPUTER SIGNAL SYSTEM 

(CONTRACT NO. 07-168124) 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
74-28. His motion was seconded by Councilman Sciarretta, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 
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LIBRARY OPERi~TIONS: 

14. EL RETIRO AND PARK PROJECT. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY LIBRARIAN: 
That the El Retiro Library and Park Project should be bid at 
this time. Upon receipt of final bids, we shall return to 
this honorable body for authorization to fund the project 
from the 1967 Library Bond Fund and the Park and Recreation 
Facilities Fund. 

FINANCE DIRECTOR'S COMMENTS: 
Staff's estimate of the cost of this project is $112,000, but 
we concur in the concept of deferring specific appropriations 
until the receipt of construction bids. Monies are available 
in the Funds indicated. 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to concur with the above 
recommendation of the City Librarian. His motion w~s seconded by 
Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

Present on this item were Riviera Homeowners Association 
president, Robert s. White who noted the long standing interest of 
his group in this project and the financial arrangements therefor; 
and Library Corrunission Chairman Langford who confirmed this 
considerable interest of Riviera residents and groups in ~hat-is 
proposed. 

PERSONl\1EL MATTERS: 

15. ORDINANCE amending contract to Public Employees' Retirement 
System regarding Seasonal Recurrent Personnel. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2469 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AN 
AMENDMENT TO THE CONTRACT BETWEEN THE 
CITY COUNCIL AND THE BOARD OF ADMINISTRA­
TION OF THE CALIFORNIA PUBLIC EMPLOYEES' 

RETIREMENT SYSTEM. 

Councilman Surber moved for the approval of Ordinance No. 2469 
at its first reading. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Sciarretta, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

16. CLASS SPECIFICATION FOR POLICE OFFICER: 

RECOMMENDATION OF CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION AND STAFF: 
·That Council adopt the retit+ed class specification of Police 
Officer with continued regular standing in the class for all 
incumbent Policemen. 

MOTION: Councilman Uerkwitz moved to concur with the above 
recommendation. His motion was seconded by Councilman Sciarretta, 
and ·roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

A special "thank you" to the Civil Service Conunission for 
expediting this matter was expressed by Councilman Uerkwitz, on 
behalf of the Police, Fire, and Public Safety Conunittee. 
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At this point in the meeting, on behalf of the Sister City 
Corrunittee, Mr. Brian Bell extended an invitation to all present 
to attend the Kashiwa, Japan exhibit on display at the Civic Center 
Library starting February 20, 1974. 

# # # 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS: 

17. 1974 TOURNAMENT OF ROSES PARADE PHOTOGRAPH. 

Rose Float Association president, Mr. Ed Enrietta, presented 
Mayor Miller with the Official City of Torrance photograph in the 
1974 Tournament of Roses Parade, along with presentation of an 
Anti-Pollution Award to the City of Torrance from the Forest 
Service. 

SECOND READING ORDINANCES: 

18. ORDINANCE NO. 2468. (Modifications in Class Titles) 

ORDINANCE NO. 2468 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING 
SECTION 17.53.1 OF THE TORRANCE 

MUNICIPAL CODE. 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Ordinance Noa 2468 

189 w,, 

at its second and final reading. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Armstrong, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

PLANNING MATTERS: 

19. ORDINANCE.adding certain sections to the Code re: Trash 
Enclosures. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2470 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE ADDING SECTIONS 
91.20.12, 91.21.11, 91.22.5, 91.23.7, 
91.24.7, 91~25.12,91.30.8, 91.31.7, 
91.32.6, 92.2.5, 94.3.10 AND 95.3.32, 
AND A NEW ARTICLE 2 TO CHAPTER 3 OF 
DIVISION 4 TO THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL 
CODE TO REQUIRE TRASH ENCLOSURES IN 
CERTAIN DESIGNATED AREAS AND ADDING 
SECTION 45.6.23 TO SAID CODE REQUIRING 
TRASH BINS TO REMAIN IN TRASH ENCLOSURES 
EXCEPT DURING TRASH PICKUP OPERATIONS. 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved for the approval of Ordinance No. 2470 
at its first reading. His motion was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 
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PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 

20. ORDINANCE re: ZC 73-24, Erwin L. Samuelson/Robert L. Jordan. 

O~DINANCE NO. 2471 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE A~1ENDING DIVISION 9 OF 
.THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO RECLASSIFY 
THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY WHICH IS LOCATED ON 
THE SOUTH SIDE OF LOMITA BOULEVARD APPROXI­
MATELY 100 FEET WEST OF MADISON STREET, AND 
DESCRIBED IN- ZONE CHANGE 73-24. 

(Erwin L. Samuelson, M.D., and 
Robert L. Jordan, M.D.) 

Councilman Wilson moved for the approval of Ordinance No. 2471 
at its first reading. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Sciarretta, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

(The hour of the advertised hearings-- 6:00 P.M. -- had not 
yet arrived, and agenda items #21, 22, and 22A were held for later 
in the meeting.) 

Considered at this time: 

APPEALS - OTHER THAN PLANNING AND ZONING: 

23. SIGN APPEAL - EXXON COMPANY. 
Request for modification of signing program to allow two 
ground signs on the corner of Hawthorne Boulevard and 
Pacific Coast Highway. RECOMMENDED FOR DENIAL BY THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMISSION AND STAFF. 

Staff presentation was made by Sr. Environmental Officer Godfrey. 
Proponent presentation was furnished by Mr. A.Y. Olds, it being their 
request that two ground signs be permitted. 

ensued 
Discussion/regarding the overall signing program at the Gemco 

site~ the specific needs of Exxon at this location; sign height 
considerations as to visibility, appearance, etc. It was the 
consensus of the Council that, in any event, only one sign should 
be permitted, it being ultimately agreed that it should be 10 ft. 
in height, per action reflected below: 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to concur with the Staff­
recommended 8-ft. sign. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Arms troilg . · 

A SUBSTITUTE MOTION was offered by Councilman Surber: That 
there be approval of a 10-ft. sign in the subject case. The motion 
was seconded by Councilman Sciarretta, and carried, with roll call 
vote was as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Brewster, Sciarretta, Surber, Uerkwitz; 
Mayor Miller. 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: Armstrong, Wilson. 
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The Council now returned to: 

PLANNING AND ZONING HEARINGS: 

21. ZC 73-25, THOMAS R. BROWN , M.D. 
Change of zone from C-3 to C-3 PD on property _located at 
4305 Torrance Boulevard. 
RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION. 

An Affidavit of Publication was presented by City Clerk Coil, 
and it was ordered filed, there being no objection. 

Mayor Miller announced that this is the time and place for 
the subject public hearing, and inquired if anyone wished to be 
heard. 

Attorney Larry Bowman was present, on behalf of the applicant. 
and noted that nothing would transpire which would change the 
character of the property. 

There being no one else who wished to be heard, Councilman 
Surber moved that the hearing be closed. H~s motion was seconded 
by Councilman Armstrong, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

MOTION: Councilman Uerkwitz moved to concur with the recom­
mendation of the Planning Commission for approval of ZC 73-25. His 
motion was seconded by Councilman Sciarrotta, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable. 

PLANNING AND ZONING APPEALS: 

22. CUP 73-70, R.G. HARRIS. Appeal of a Conditional Use Permit to 
allow the construction of an industrial building of 43,855 
square feet in the M-2 zone located on the northeast corner of 
Lomita Boulevard and Garnier Street. 
APPROVED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS. 

An Affidavit of Publication was presented by City Clerk Coil, 
and it was ordered filed, there being no objection. 

Mayor Miller announced that this is the time and place for the 
subject hearing -- this being an automatic City Council-directed 
review of significant developments prior to Master Plan adoption. 

There being no one present who desired to speak, Councilman 
~erkwitz moved that the hearing be closed. His motion was seconded 
by Councilman Sciarrotta, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

MOTION: Councilman Sciarretta moved to concur with the recom­
mendation of the Planning Commission for approval of CUP 73-70, 
subject to conditions. The motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

22A. RESOLUTION granting CUP 73-70, R.G. Harris. 

RESOLUTION NO. 74-29 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE GRANTING A CONDITIONAL 
USE PERMIT TO ALLOW THE CONSTRUCTION OF 
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AN INDUSTRIAL BUILDING OF 43,855 SQUARE 
FEET IN AREA ON PROPERTY IN THE M-2 ZONE 
LOCATED AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF LOMITA 
BOULEVARD AND GARNIER STREET. 
(CUP 73-70(EA 73-167) - R.G. HARRIS) 

Councilman Surber moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 74-29. 
His motion was second~d by Councilman Uerkwitz, and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable. 

ROUTINE MATTERS: 

24. EXPENDITURES OVER $300: 

RECOMMENDAT ION OF FINANCE DIRECTOR: 
That Council approve the following purchases: 

A. BUDGETED ITEMS: 

1. $659.19 to Western Highway Products for 67 traffic control 
signs and mounting hardware, as requested by the Department 
of Transportation. 

2. $452.21 to Graybar Electric for 30 switches and related 
electrical hardware, as requested by the Department of 
Transportation for stock. 

3. $588 to Lite of Times for 92 replacement ceiling light 
fixture lenses, as requested by the Department of 
Transportation. 

4. $483.50 to J. Herman Company, Inc. for service to revamp air 
conditioner thermostats and controllers for City Hall units, 
requested by the Building and Safety Department. 

5.· $671.91 to Los Angeles Door Repair Corp. for necessary 
repairs to Fire Station #1 steel rolling.door assembly, 
as requested by the Fire Department. 

6. $688.80 to Halprin Supply Company and $2,145.33 to Western 
Fire Equipment Company for various fire fighting fire hose 
adaptors, fittings, nozzles, couplings, and valves, as 
requested by the Fire Department. 

7. $761.70 to Jamison, Inc. for one baseball backstop: one 
basketball backboard: and four volleyball net poles, as 
requested by the Park and Recreation Department for use at 
_Hickory, Paradise and Alta Loma Parks. 

8. $551.25 to Acme Mattress Company for 30 heavy duty replacement 
mattresses, as requested by the Police Department for use in 
the City Jail. 

9. $621.18 to California Electronics and Police Equipment Co. 
for 6,000 rounds of special .38 caliber ammunition, requested 
by the Police Department for use on the practice range. 
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10. $838.22 to Lanier Business Products for dictation equipment 

consisting of two standard transcribers and one portable 
dictation unit,as requested by the Planning Department. 

11. $1732.50 to Sears, Roebuck and Company Contract Sales for 
100 dozen pair of work gloves, requested by City rubbish 
pickup crews. 

12. $560.99 to Johnny Gillette Company for furnishing required 
tire recapping and repair service "as required" for City 
vehicles. 

13. $393.67 to Diesel Service Center for a diesel engine 
refitting and aligrunent service, as requested by the City 
Garage for a GMC unit. 

14. $343.88 to Wabash Tape Corporation for an annual contract 
for 50 reels of computer tape, as requested by ~he Data 
Processing Department, to be ordered on an "as needed" 
basis. 

15. $3,619.31 to Baker and Taylor Co. for 601 library books. 

16. $369.78 to Needham Book Finders for 92 library books~ 

17. $1,362.90 to Encyclopedia Britannica Educational Corp. 
c/o Leonard Bakman for 5 sets of encyclopedias. 

18. $1,630.73 to Eastin-Phelan Distributing Corp. for 110 
various films. 

19. $2,287.95 to Inland Pipe &Supply Company· for 1,800 ft. of 
1 11

, 1~ 11 , l~", 2 11 and 2~" galvanized pipe, requested by the 
Park and Recreation Department for the Prairie-Madrona 
Project. 

20. $1,62~.22 to Graybar Electric Company for 1,880 ft. of 
2" electrical rigid conduit and 2,000 ft. of #14 direct 
burial wire required for the Prairie-Madrona Project. 

21. $1,732.50 to Daniel, Mann, Johnson & Mendenhall for 150 
additional printed copies of the reports entitled: 
A. Environmental Impact Statement Report for Torrance 
Airport; B. Summary Report Master Plan for the Torrance 
Airport; and 2. 50 copies of the report entitled "Final 
Draft Master Plan of the Torrance Municipal Airport." 

22. It is recommended that Council approve of the City of 
Torrance continuing on with the State of California 
"Cooperative Purchase" pro'gram for the purchase on an 
annual contract of required incandescent, fluorescent, 
mercury and other type lamps as required by the City. 
The General Electric Company is again the low bidder. The 
anticipated annual expenditure is expected to be $4,000 
per year for this requirement. (Ref. State Contract 
#1-74-60-1}. Prices for these lamps are established at a 
special price schedule for the State of California. 
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B. REIMBURSABLE ITEMS~-

23. $1,466.56 to Martin.-Hannum, Inc. for 10~ of yellow casting 
and 208 ounces· of sterling casting requested by the Park 
and Recreation Department for use in their jewelry class. 
The City is reimbursed for this expen~iture via fees 
collected from class participants. 

25. FINAL TRACT MAP NO. 31571. 
Subdivider: 
Engineer: 

Midland Pacific Corporation 
Lanco Engineering 

Location: 
No. of Lots: 

westerly city boundary at Opal Street 
1 (Condominium) 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER/PLANNING DIRECTOR: 
That subject final tract map be approved. 

26. COST OF CONSTRUCTION - CURB, GUTTER, SIDEWALK, AND DRIVEWAYS: 
PER SKETCHES OF RECORD - Chapter 27, 1911 Act (73-2). 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER : 
That the .Council set 6:00 P.M. on March 5, 1974 as the date 
for the hearing on the subject Report of Co~ts of Construction. 
Such hearing to be in the Torrance Council Chambers. 

27. CLAIM of Ginger Lee Oliver for personal damages. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY CLERK: 
That the above claim be DENIED and referred to the C.ity,·A;ttorney'. s 
office. 

28. CLAIM of David C. Funk for property damages. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY CLERK: 
That the above claim be DENIED and referred to the City Attorney. 
The insurance carrier concurs with this recommendation. 

MOTION: Councilman Sciarretta moved to concur 
mendations on agenda items #24, 25, 26, 27, and #28. 
seconded by.councilman Armstrong, and roll call vote 
favorable. 

# # # · 

with the recom­
His motion was 

was unanimously 

The hour being 6:25 P.M., Councilman Sciarrotta moved to recess 
as City Council, and reconvene as the Redevelopment Agency. The motion 
was seconded by ~ouncilman Armstrong, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. The Council returned to its agenda at 6:30 P.M. 

# # 

10. 

# 
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ADDENDUM ITEM: 

29. IMPLEMENTATION OF A 10- CENT SUNDAY BUS FARE. 

RECOMMENDATION OF DIRECTOR OF TRANSPORTATION: 
That Council approve the subject resolution authorizing the 
Mayor and City Clerk to execute and attest this agreement 
between the City of Torrance and the County of Los Angeles. 

RESOLUTION NO. 74-30 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRl\NCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR _ 
AND -CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST THAT 
CERTAIN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AND THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A 10-CENT 

SUNDAY BUS FARE. 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
74-30. His motion was seconded by Councilman Sciarrotta, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

A communication from Ms. Joan Smith re: reduced bus fares for 
over-21 college students was referred to Staff by Mayor Miller. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS : 
- " '!:"'_ ·• 

30.o Tbe death qf·· A~·sistant City Manager Scharfman' s · mother was 
regretfully reported by City Manager Ferraro -- fµneral services were 
held this date, with rites to follow in New York C~ty. 

31. The new president of the Torrance Police Officers Association 
Officer Dennis Frandsen -- was introduced by Assistant to the City 
'Manager Jackson. 

32. Of historical note, per City Engineer , Weaver, was the connection 
of the El Nido storm drain, thereby eli~inating future drainage problems 
in this area. 

33. City Attorney Remelmeyer advised that an Executive Session 
re: litigation- would be necessary at the conclusion of this meeting. 

34. Councilman Armstrong gifted Mayor Miller with an item dearly 
desired by him -- a copy of Louis Zamperini's autobiography "Devil 
at my Heels", autographed by the author. The Mayor was most 
appreciative of this collector's item, and deemed it most worthwhile 
reading. 

35. Councilman Surber requested appropriate recognition for the 
Eagle Scout status achieved by John Bresnahan. 

360 Investigation of any gasoline price-gouging practices in 
Torrance was requested by Councilman Surber, to the end that 
preventative legislation could be enacted. 

37. ·Councilman Surber indicated his disfavor with recent legislation 
approving smoking areas for high school students -- hopefully, citizens 
with like objections will inform their legislators of their opposition 
to such an arrangement. 

11. City Council 
February 19, 1974 

< ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



196 
38. It was the request of Councilman Uerkwitz that Legislative 
Advocate Rupert provide a report on current legislation of interest 
to the Police, Fire, and Public Safety Committee. 

39. Possible acquisition of the Fort MacArthur site at a future 
date by South Bay cities for use as a police training academy was 
suggested by Councilman Uerkwitz. City Manager ·Ferraro will follow 
through in this regard. 

Noted by Mayor Miller was a communication from Congressman 
Glenn Anderson protesting the elimination of Fort MacArthur and 
requesting the views of the Council. It was the unanimous consensus 
of the Council that Fort MacArthu~ should be saved, if possible, 
and that a resolution reflecting this feeling be drawn up for 
Council adoption. 

40. Mr. Steve Kent, 2861 West 234th Street, ASB President, Torrance 
High School, indicated his personal approval of having smoking rooms 
on campuses, in view of the deplorable conditions in the bathrooms 
created by unauthorized student smoking. 

41. Councilman Surber requested that the City Attorney research 
the Char.te~: - to ·ascertain whether or not the School Board is in 
viol~tion of same by way of their recent action a~proving money for 
each meeting. 

At 6:45 P.M., Councilman Sciarretta moved to recess for the 
purpose of an Executive Session to discuss pending litigation 
between the City and Don Wilson concerning title to certain sumps. 
City Attorney Remelmeyer confirmed _that this is a proper subject 
for discussion. The motion was seconded by Counciiman Armstrong, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

The .Council returned at 7:30 P.M. No formal action was 
taken. 

The meeting was regularly adjourned at 7:30 P.M. 

# 

APPROVED: 
. ''-., !-..._.... ,..,,.;./'"> 

/,- ~ 
Mayor of the City of Torrance 

Ava Cripe 
Minute Secretary 
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1"""1" l. J J , ¥ \ l 1 •• 

Vernon w. Coil, Clerk of the 
City of Torrance, California 
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