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City Council - June 21, 1973 

Adjourned Regular Meeting 

SUBJECT_: PAGE 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 
1. ,Call to Order 1 
2o -Roll Call 1 
3. Flag Salute 1 
4. Invocation 1 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 
5. Approval of Minutes 1 
6. Approval of Demands 1 
7. Motion to Waive Further Reading 1 

8. PRESENTATIONS FROM AUDIENCE: 
A. Consumer Protection · 1,2 

9. RESOLUT ION re: Agreement amending Corporation Grant Deed 2 
of Gift with Columbia Broadcasting System, Inc. 

10. RESOLUT I ON re: Intruder Alarm Project 2 

11. PRESENTATIONS ON RECOMMENDED NEW REVENUE SOURCES 2,3,4 

120 ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 
Ao Mr. Joe Miles re: increase for retired employees 4 

13. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 4 

14. ADJOURNMENT: 
At 7:40 P.M. to Monday June 25~ 1973, at 4:30 P.M. in 

Commission Meeting Room 231 .• 
4 
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Minute Secretary 
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MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

June 21, 1973 

The Torrance City Council convened in an Adjourned Regular 
Meeting on Thursday, June 21, 1973, at 4:00 P.M. in the Council 
Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2 • ROLL CALL: 

I 3 s~ .. 2 1 

Present: Councilmen Armstrong, Brewster, Sciarrotta, Uerkwitz, 
Wilson, and Mayor Miller. Absent: councilman Surber. 

Also present: City Manager Ferraro, Assistant City Manager 
Scharfman, City Attorney Remelmeyer, and City Clerk Coil. 
Absent: City Treasurer Rupert. 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

Police Captain James Popp led in the salute to the flag. 

4. INVOCATION: 

The invocation for the meeting was provided by Councilman 
Wilson. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5 . APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
None. 

6. APPROVAL OF DEMANDS : 
None. 

7. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Sciarretta moved that after the Clerk has given a 
number and read title to any resolution or ordinance on tonight's 
agenda, the further reading thereof be waived, reserving and guaran
teeing to each Councilman the right to demand the reading of any such 
resolution or ordinance in regular order. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Armstrong, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 
(Absent: Councilman Surber). 

8 . PRESENTATIONS FROM AUDIENCE: 

A. CONSUMER PROTECTION. 

The president of the Torrance Chapter, American Association of 
University Women, Mrs. Patricia Gaugh · urged favorable .Council action 
establishing a Consumer Protection Bureau in Torrance. 
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Mrs. Goff then introduced interested parties and group representa
tives present to add their pleas for the formation of a Consumer 
Protection Bureau, including: B'Nai B'rith by Mrs. Sylvia Sheckner; 
Mrs. Cheryl Tobin, Torrance Junior Woman's Club; Mrs. Patricia Law; 
Mrs. Margaret Plaisted, on behalf of a Horne Economics group; Welcome 
Wagon International, Mrs. Evelyn Marion; Mrs. Susan Drobisch, Victor 
Women 1 s Club; -Mrs. Adele Atkins, Torrance Council P-T-A, and Mrs. Tina 
Boyd, Consumer Affairs Chairman. Also present was Mrs. Lucille Ricker 
from the State Department of Consumer Affairs who offered their assistance 
and expertise, in the event of approval of a Torrance Consumer Protection 
Bureau. 

It was the request of Mayor Miller that Staff return to the 
June 25th Budget Workshop Session with the facts anq figures pertain
ing to a Consumer Protection Bureau. 

9o RESOLUTION authorizing execution ·of an Agreement amending 
Corporation Grant Deed of Gift with Columbia Broadcasting 
System, Inc. 

RESOLUTION NO. 73-123 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE 
EXECUTION OF AGREEMENT AMENDING 
CORPORATION GRANT DEED OF GIFT WITH 
COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM, INC. 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
73-123. His motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and carried, with 
roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Armstrong, Brewster, Sciarretta, Wilson, 
and Mayor Miller. 

NOES: COUNCIL.MEN: Uerkwitz (for reasons previously stated). 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Surber. 

10. INTRUDER ALARM PROJECT .' 

RESOLUTION NO. 73-124 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORR.~..NCE AUTHORIZING AND 
DIRECTING THE CITY ~.ANAGER TO EXECUTE 
AN APPLICATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF A 
CERTAIN GRANT TO THE CITY FOR LAW 

ENFORCEMENT PURPOSES. 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
73-124. His motion, seconded by_ Councilman Brewster, was unanimously 
approved by roll call vote (Councilman Surber absent) . 

11. PRESENTATIONS ON RECOMMENDED NEW REVENUE SOURCES: 

Finance Director Dundore, with assistance as noted below, reviewed 
and clarified recornrne.nded new revenue sources (Charts I through XI of 
record): 
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ao Summary of proposed new revenue sources. 
b. Rental Tax. -
c. Gross Receipts Business License 

License Supervisor Hill. 
d. Airport Administrative charges. 
e. Federal Revenue Sharing. 
f. Citywide Landscaping District. 

Laurence Thompson, Assessment Engineer. 
g. Water Rate Increase. 

Water System Manager Borgwat 
Customer Service Supervisor Fulton. 

1-4 0 L~---

Councilman Sciarretta advised that, in view of advice from City 
Manager Ferraro just five minutes prior to this meeting re: likely 
changes in the revenue picture, he would defer the report of the Finance 
Conunittee in order that they might again meet and possibly restate 
priorities -- such report to be forthcoming at the June 25th Budget 
Workshop Session. 

Discussion was directed to the proposed Gross Receipts Business 
License, and Mayor Miller indicated his strong opposition to a tax 
with such dramatic'increase, it being his feeling that taxes should 
be spread over a period of time. The Mayor then directed Staff review 
this area of revenue along the lines of the present basis -- $65 + 
$13 per employee -- and adding some $3.00 per employee. Councilman 
Sciarretta noted the Finance Committee findings to eliminate the Gross 
Receipts aspect as a tax. 

As to the Rental Tax, it was the request of Councilman Armstrong 
that should such a tax become a reality, that the~e be consideration of 
an exemption from rent and utility taxes for senior citizens who lived 
on fixed incomes -- for presentation at the June 25th Budget Session. 

Mayor Miller invited comments from the audience at this time. 

Mr. Ronald Moran, Cadillac dealer, outlined the hardship repre
sented by a Gross Receipts tax -- Mr. Don Wilson deemed the proposed 
Rental Tax a discriminatory tax, _- and noted that the average apartment 
dweller stays for two years, certainly not a transient, in terms of 
the hotel/motel tax. 

The opinions of the League of Women Voters were presented by 
Vice President,Pat Tyrrell, including approval of the Gross Receipts 
Tax, and specifically reconunending that the industrial exemption for 
the Utility Users Tax be removed. 

On behalf of the Del Amo Merchants Association, Mr. Ames 
Hendricksen noted the imminent Carson Shopping Center some 4~ m~les 
from Torrance's Del Amo Shopping Center, the more reasonable business 
tax proposed for the Carsoh Center; he pointed out as well the present 
economy, the 60-day freeze, and the continuing higher costs. It was 
Mr. Hendricken's suggestion that the City reestablish its priorities 
and perhaps delay such things as carpeting and the tree project -- a 
comparison of what has transpired assessment-wise in relation to the 
cost of government over a 5-year period was likewise recommended by 
him. 
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Next to speak was MrG Jack Schmidt, on behalf of the Manu
facturers' Council, who pointed out the 1500/o loss for the City of 
Torrance represented by the bus lines, and suggested that the time 
is at hand to consider its elimination. Mr. Schmidt also noted the 
impact of the proposed Gross Receipts Tax, and the . fact that it is 
in the best interests of all to maintain Torrance's present good tax 
base. 

Council discussion was directed to the bus system and the 
general statistics pertaining thereto, it being agreed that the 
matter should be re~reviewed wit~ appropriate Staff input. 
Councilman Wilson noted the likely popularity of buses in the future, 
with fuel shortages, etc. -- also noted by Councilman Sciarretta were 
the merits of mini-buses. 

The following information was specifically requested by Councilman 
Brewster: 

If the City were to sell the bus line, or otherwise 
curtail 0 what then could be expected as a substitute 
level of service in Torrance by ~ome other bus company? 

What might be expected in the way of a fare structure? 
What would be the fate of the employees? 
What future capital expenditures would be avoided? 
What kind of capital would the City recover from the 

sale of the bus line? 
What would be the annual-operative saving? 
What would result, on a comparative basis, were the City 

to assume the previous RTD proposal? 

Speaking against the proposed Rental Tax were Mr. Alfred 
Cupola, 3855 Pacific Coast Highway 0 Bayco Properties, who felt this 
tax would "chase Torrance renters away'!; and Mrs. Jackie Tracy, 
Apartmer..t/Motel Associaticlj,, who deemed it a "tax on a tax", and noted 
the fact that many cities around Torrance offer attractive rentals, 
and will likely draw Torrance residents to these locations. 

12. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS~ 

A. Retired City employee 0 Mr. Joe Miles 6 3010 El Dorado, advised 
the Council regardin~ a recent Senate Bill which provides an·9ptional 
increase for retirlkErJe~pibyees =~ this matter was referred to City 
Manager Ferraro for review and recommendaticn. 

13. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

5% 

At 6:25 P.M. Councilman Sciarretta moved to recess for the purpose 
of an Executive Session regardin~ ~ages, hours. _and working conditions. 
City Attorney Remelmeyer confirmed that this is a proper matter for 
Executive Session discussion. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Armstrongo and roll call vote was unanimously .favorable. 

14. ADJOURNME~"T ~ 

The Council returned at 7:40 r.M. Councilman Sciarrotta moved 
to adjourn to Monday, June 25, 1973, at 4:30 P.M. in Commission Meeting 
Room 251. 

Ava Cripe 
Minute Secretar 
APPROVED: • 

Mayor of the City of Torrance 
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