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City Manager Ferraro re: San Francisco Symposium 
Sr. Administrative Assistant Meyer re: Armed Forces 

Day 
City Manager Ferraro re: Ailing Staff 
City Manager Ferraro re: Retiring Fire Chief Lucas 
Councilman Brewster re: used car lot landscaping 
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Adjourned at 8:10 P.M. 
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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEET ING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

May 15, 1973 

The Torrance City Council convened in a Regular Meeting on 
Tuesday 0 May 15, 1973, at 5:30 P.M. in the Council Chambers at 
1Torrance City Hall. 

2 o ROLL CALL: 

-1 9 '-~~ 

Present: Councilmen Armstrong, Brewster, Sciarretta, Uerkwitz, 
Wilson 0 and Mayor Miller. Absent: Councilman Surber (in Sacramento). 
(It was necessary for Councilman Wilson to leave the meeting at 7:00 P.M.) 

Also present: City Manager Ferraro, City Attorney Remelmeyer, 
and Dep~ty City Clerk Moss. Absent: Assistant City Manager Scharfman, 
City Clerk Coil 0 and City Treasurer Rupert. 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

Mr ~ Ben Haggett led in the salute to the flag, and later extended 
an invitation to the Council to attend the annual Colorado River'Aqueduct tour 
4. INVOCATION: 

Dr. Ray W. Ragsdale, First Methodist Church, gave the invoca
tion, as follows: 

"FATHER OF LIFE, IN WHOM THERE IS NO DARKNESS AT ALL, SHED 
THE LIGHT OF YOUR PRESENCE UPON THESE YOUR SERVANTS OF THE 
Pli'BLIC GOOD 0 AND THAT ANY ACTION HERE TODAY BE IN F..ARMONY 
WITH YOUR WILL. MAKE US MINDFUL OF THE PRIVILEGES WE SHARE 
AND THE RESPONSIBILITIES WE MUST BEAR, AND WHEN THE DAY IS 
DONE, G.R.hl.'T TO US A SENSE OF WELL BEING IN THE KNOWLEDGE 
THAT WE HAVE BEEN FAITHFUL TO DIVINE .PROVIDENCE AND TO PUBLIC 
GOOD. II 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5 • APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

None available o 

6. APPROVAL OF DEMANDS: 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved that all regularly audited demands 
be paid. His motion was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Surber absent). 

7. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Wilson moved that after the Clerk has given a number 
and read title to any resolution or ordinance on tonight's agenda, the 
further reading thereof be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each 
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Councilman the right to demand 
or ordinance in regular order. 
Sciarrotta 8 and roll call vote 
Councilman Surber). 

the reading of any such resolution 
The motion was seconded by Councilman 

was unanimously favorable (Absent: 

8. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

Charter Review Committee: 
Councilman Wilson advised that Staff has been requested to 
provide recommendations re: further Charter revisions. 

Ad Hoc Committee on Appointed Groups: 
Item 21 (Page 8). 

Finance Committee: 
Meeting pending re: sources of new revenues. 

PROCLAMATIONS: 

9. Urho Saari Day - May 24, 1973. 

10. National Public Works Week - May 20-26, 1973. 

(ADDENDA ITEM) 
35. National Nursing Horne Week - May 13-20, 1973. 

So proclaimed by Mayor Miller. 

SEWERS AND DRAINAGE: 

11. REFUND OF FEES - CREATIVE HOMES (James Taylor) 
(Tract No. 30610) 

RECOMMENDAT ION OF CITY ENGINEER: 
That the sum of $495.00 be refunded to Creative Hornes. 

MOTION: Councilman Uerkwitz moved to concur with the recommenda
tion of the City Engineer. His rn~tion, seconded by Councilman Sciarrotta, 
was unanimously approved by roll call vote (Councilman Surber absent). 

REAL PROPERTY: 

12. JOHN M. ENGELMAN OFFER to purchase City-owned Lot 33, Arlington 
and Del Arno Boulevard. 

City Attorney Rernelrneyer reported on negotiations in this matter, 
it being the desire of Mr. John Engelman to purchase Lot 33 for $2000. 
It is the recommendation of the Land Management.Team that the City 
accept Mr. Engelrnan's offer provided that the amount offered to the 
City be $3000 0 instead of $2000, for the reason that $3000 amounts to 
approximately $1.25 per square foot, the approximate market value of 
the subject property. 

It was further pointed out by Mr. Rernelrneyer that Lot 33 is only 
25 ft. deep 0 and is, by itself, an unbuildable lot -- the conditions of 
the sale are that there be a 10 ft. setback, hence only 15 ft. will be 
usable - for a building site. Also, accordipg to th~ City Attorney, 
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in return for the 10 ft. setback (in effect, for the welfare of the 
other property owners fronting on Del Amo Boulevard) the City would 
agree to vacate the back 10 ft., now an unused walkway, which would 
then be put back on the tax rolls. 

The motivation for the foregoing arrangement, per Mr. Remelmeyer, 
is a planning consideration -- it will result in a squared-off lot for 
Mr. Engelman (Lot 33), fronting on Del Amo Boulevard; in addition, 
Lot 32 by itself is a usable lot which can be put to public bid. 

Planning Director Shartle confirmed the good planning aspect 
of what is proposed, and noted that the primary concern is that a 
"spite lot" not be created. 

Mr. Engelman was present, and confirmed his willingness to 
pay the $3000 now requested by the City. 

There was Council review of its action on May 1st relative to 
public bid, it being the consensus of the Council that the above 
clarification re: Lot 33 made the City Attorney-Land Management Team _ ~ 
recommendations a practical solution, and provided for public bid · 
on Lot 32. 

The following action resulted: 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to reconsider its action 
of May 1st. The motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Surber absent) . 

MOTION: Councilman Sciarretta moved to concur with the recom
mer.dation of the City Attorney and Land Management Team re: the 
sale of Lot 33 and going to bid on Lot 32. The motion was seconded 
by Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable 
(Councilman Surber absent). 

Mayor Miller stated that he did not particularly like the above 
procedure -- however, in view of the statement that the price is a 
fair market value, and the need to avoid the creation of a "spite lot", 
he cast an affirmative vote. 

### (Further consideration of this matter later in the meeting -
See Page 15 . ) 

# # # 
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13. RESOLUTION authorizing the extension of Dr. Ralph Black's 
license agreement to use and occupy the City's right-of-way 
at 190th Street, east of Hawthorne. 

RESOLUTION NO. 73-93 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE 
MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST 
THAT CERTAIN AGREEMENT DATED MAY 1, 1973 
EXTENDING THAT CERTAIN LICENSE GRANTED TO 
J. RALPH BLA~K BY THE CITY OF TORRANCE FOR 
USE OF 190TH STREET RIGHT-OF-WAY EASTERLY 

OF HAWTHORNE BOULEVARD. 

Councilman Sciarretta moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
73-93. His motion, seconded by Councilman Wilson 0 was unanimously 
approved by roll call vote (Councilman Surber absent). 

14. RESOLUTION authorizing certification of just compensation for 
acquisition parcels - COLUMBIA PARK. 

RESOLUTION NO. 73-94 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING CERTIFICATION OF JUST 

COMPENSATION FOR ACQUISITION PARCELS. 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 73-94. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and roll call vote was 
recorded as follows: · · · ·· ·" ·· .- -

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Armstrong, Brewster, Sciarretta, Wilson, 
and· Mayor Miller. 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: Uerkwitz. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Surbero 

Mayor Miller reported on the appearance of Torrance representatives 
before the Board of Supervisors th.is date in behalf of Columbia Park, and 
advised that it was the decision of the Board that Columbia Park be 
considered, along with other park programs, in the upcoming budget. 

15. RESOLUTIONS (3) authorizing the execution of agreements renewinq 
certain Little League and Babe Ruth League leases ·for the 
1973 season. 

RESOLUTION NO. 73-95 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY 
CLERK TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST THOSE AGREEMENTS 
RENEWING THOSE. CERTAIN . LEA~ES DATED JANUARY 30, 
1970 BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE AND THE 
TORRANCE NATIONAL LITTLE LEAGUE, THE PACIFIC 
COAST LITTLE LEAGUE, THE TORRANCE AMERICAN 
LITTLE LEAGUE AND THE TORRANCE CENTRAL LITTLE 

LEAGUE. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 73-96 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING 
THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND 
ATTEST THOSE AGREEMENTS RENEWING THOSE 
CERTAIN LEASES BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AND THE TORRANCE AMERICP...N LITTLE LEAGUE, THE 
TORRANCE NATIONAL LITTLE LEAGUE, AND THE 

TORRANCE BABE RUTH LEAGUE. 

' RESOLUTION NO. 73-97 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORR.Ai.~CE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING 
THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND 
ATTEST THAT CERTAIN LEASE DATED MARCH 1, 1973 
BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE AND THE 

TORDONDO LITTLE LEAGUE. 

23 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolutions No. 
73-95, 73-96, and 73-97. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Sciarretta, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman 
Surber absent) • 

TRAFFIC AND LIGHTING: 

16. RAILROAD CROSSING GATES at Torrance Bouleard and Madrid Avenue. 

Traffic Corrunission/Department recorrunendations were reviewed by 
the Council -- clarification was provided by Associate Traffic Engineer 
Glass -- and the following action resulted: 

MOTION: Councilman Uerkwitz moved to concur with the recommenda
tion of the Traffic Commission: That no action be taken with regard to 
the subject item unless or until ordered to do so by the Public 
Utilities Commission, and, at that time, the implementation of Staff 
Alternative B is reconunended. The motion was seconded by Mayor Miller, 
and carried, with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Armstrong, Sciarrotta, Uerkwitz, Wilson, 
and Mayor Miller. 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: Brewster. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Surber. 

Councilman Wilson pointed out the long standing problem of the 
train crossing on Crenshaw Boulevard near Maricopa Street, and noted the 
congestion created by switching trains at peak traffic hours. It was 
the consensus of the Council that City Manager Ferraro communicate with 
the Santa Fe Railroad in this matter. Couricil~an Brewster recom.mended 
that the Los Angeles County Road Department likewise be notified. 
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17. RESOLUTION to extend the assessment amounts in Street Lighting 
District No. 16. 

RESOLUTION NO. 73-98 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, LEVYING THE 
ASSESSMENT FOR THE SECOND YEAR (OF THE 
FIVE-YEAR PERIOD) BEGINNING NOVEMBER 1, 1973, 
AND ENDING OCTOBER 31, 1974, PURSUANT TO 
PROCEEDINGS UNDER RESOLUTION OF INTENTION 
NO. 72-147: ORDERING THE CITY CLERK TO 

' TRANSMIT DIAGRAM AND ASSESSMENT TO THE 
COUNTY TAX COLLECTOR AND EMPOWERING SAID 
TAX COLLECTOR TO MAKE COLLECTION OF SAID 
ASSESSMENTS FOR THE SAID SECOND YEAR: AND 
TO TRANSFER FROM THE GENERAL FUND TO THE 
STREET LIGHTING DISTRICT NO. 16 FUND, 
$26,254.16, BEING 20% OF THE CITY'S TOTAL 
CONTRIBUTION HERETOFORE MADE BY RESOLUTION 
NO. 72-145 ADOPTED JULY 18, 1972. 

(STREET LIGHTING DISTRICT NO. 16) 

Councilman Sciarretta moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
73-98. His motion was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Surber absent) . 

FISCAL MATTERS: 

18. RESOLUTION - Extension of Agreement with Southern California 
Humane Society for Pound Services. 

RESOLUTION NO. 73-99 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING 
THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND 
ATTEST THAT CERTAIN EXTENSION AGREEMENT 
EXTENDING THE TERM OF THAT AGREEMENT DATED 
JULY 8, 1971 BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AND THE SOCIETY FOR THE PREVENTION OF 
CRUELTY TO ANIMALS (SPCA) FOR PUBLIC POUND 
AND POUNDMASTER SERVICES FOR ONE YEA:R ENDING 

JUNE 30, 1974. 

Councilman Armstrong moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
73-99. His motion, seconded by Councilman Wilson, was unanimously 
approved by roll call vote (Councilman Surber absent). 

6. City Council 
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ELECTION MATTERS: 

19. RESOLUTION declaring results of the Special Municipal Election 
held in the City of Torrance on April 17, 1973. 

RESOLUTION NO. 73-100 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE DECLARING REsu.i,TS OF THE 
SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION CONSOLIDATED 
WITH THE GENERAL SCHOOL DISTRICT ELECTION 
HELD IN THE CITY OF TOR.RANCE APRIL 17, 
1973, FOR THE PURPOSE OF SUBMITTING TO 
THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF SAID CITY THREE 
PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENTS RELATING TO THE 
REPEAL AND REVISION OF CERTAIN OBSOLETE 
PROVISIONS OF THE TORRANCE CITY CHAR'l'ER 
AND THE RECODIFICATION THEREOF. 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
73-100. His motion was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Surber absent) . 

pages: 
The results of the subject election appear in the following 
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RE~OLUTION NO. 73-100 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE DECLARING RESULTS OF THE SPECIAL MUNICIPAL 
ELECTION CONSOLIDATED WITH THE GENERAL SCHOOL 
DISTRICT ELECTION HELD IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
APRIL 17, 1973, FOR THE PURPOSE OF SUBMITTING TO 
THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF SAID CITY THREE PROPOSED 
CHARTER AMENDMENTS RELATING TO THE REPEAL AND 
REVISION OF CERTAIN OBSOLETE PROVISIONS OF THE 
TORRANCE CITY CHARTER AND THE RECODIFICATION THEREOF 

WHEREAS, a Special Municipal Election consolidated with the General 
· school District Election·was held and conducted in the City of Torrance, 

County of Los Angeles, State of California, on Tuesday, the 17th 

' \ 

day of April, 1973; and 

WHEREAS, notice of said election was duly and regularly given in time, 
form and manner as provided by law; that voting precincts were properly 
established; that election officers were appointed and that in all respects 
said election was held and conducted and the votes cast thereat, received 
and canvassed and the returns made and declared in time, form and 
manner as required by the provisions of the Election Code of the State 
of California for the holding of elections in cities; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to canvass of the returns of said election conducted 
by the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors, Leonard Panish, Registrar
Recorder for the County of Los Angeles has on May 4, 1973, certified. the . 
results of said election to this City Council, said results are received, 
attached and made a part hereof as "Exhibit A." 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ~ORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, 
DOES RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1: 

That there were 54 voting precincts established for the purpose of 
holding said election consisting of consolidation of the 158 regular 
precincts in the City of Torrance as established for the holding of State 
and County elections. 

SECTION 2: 

That said special municipal election was held for the purpose of 
submitting to the qualified electors of the City of Torrance the 
following three measures: 

CHARTER AMENDMENT NO. 1: 

Shall the Charter of the City of Torrance be amended 
to repeal Section 3 of Article VI entitled "1958 General Municipal 
Election; Section 1 of Article XVI, entitled "City Judge"; Section 
1 of Article XVII, entitled "City Court"; Section 7 of Article XVIII, 
entitled "Special Fund for Capital Outlays"; and Section 8 of 
Article XVIII, entitled "Clerk's Petty Cash ·Fund"? 

CHARTER AMENDMENT NO. 2: 

Shall the Charter of the City of Torrance be revised to 
amend all reference to the City Clerk contained in Section 2 of 
Article XIII and Sections 4 and 5 of Article XVIII to read 
"City Manager"; and to amend all references to the City 
Clerk contained in Section 1, 2 and 6 of Article XVIII to read 

COrrli£llim~ 
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"Finance Director"; and to amend the phrase "first day 
of July" appearing in Section 4 of Article XVIII to read 
"first day of June"; and to delete the phrase "cities of the 
sixth class" as set forth in Section 4 of Article V and substitute 
the phrase "general law cities" in its stead; and to delete all 
references to the City Auditor contained in Section 5, subsection 
e of Article VII, to the City Judge contained in Section 3 of · 
Article VII, and Section 5, subsection e of Article VII, to 
the City Court contained in Section 8 of Article IX; and 
to amend Section 4 of Article XIX to provide in its 
entirety as follows: "This Charter may be a.'Tlended in accordance 
with the provisions of the general .laws of the State of 
California"? 

CHARTER AMENDMENT NO. 3: 

Shall the Charter of the City of Torrance be recodified and 
renumbered so that it shall conform to that document entitled, 
"Proposed Recodif ied and Renumbered Torrance City Charter" 
approved by motion of the Torrance City Council, copies of 
which are on file with the City Clerk of the City of Torrance? 

2 7'--.. ! 

A copy of that document, entitled "Proposed Recodified and Renumbered 
Torrance City Charter", as described in said Proposition 3 has been 
certified by the City Clerk, and is attached hereto as "Exhibit C" and 

' made a part of this Resolution. 

SECTION 3: 

. That the whole number of votes cast in said City (except absent voter 
ballots) was 8,281. 

That the whole number of absent voter ballots cast in said City was 
389 making a total of 8,670 votes cast in said City .. 

That the total number of votes given at each precinct artd the number 
of votes given in the City to each proposition is as listed in "Exhibit 
A" attached. 

SECTION 4: 

The City Council does declare and determine that: 

Charter Amendment No. 1 received a total of 
NO votes, and that said proposition carried, and 
and ratified; · 

Charter Amendment No. 2 received a total of 
NO votes, and that said proposition carried, and 
and ratified; 

Charter Amendment No. 3 received a total of 
N votes, and that said proposition carried, and 
a ratified. 

SECTION 5: 

6,407 YES votes and 1,346 
shall be deemed adopted 

6,411 YES votes and 1,350 
shall be deemed adopted 

6,664 YES votes and 1,141 
shall be deemed adopted 

The City Clerk shall enter on the records·of the City Council of said 
City a statement of the results of said election. 

2. 
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SECTION 6: 

That the City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this 
Resolution; shall enter the same in the book of original Resolutions of 
said City; and shall make a minute of the passage and adoption thereof 

1 in the records of the proceedings of the City Council of said City, in 
the minutes of the meeting at which the same is passed and adopted. · 

Introduced, approved and adopted this 15th day of May, 1973. 

ATTEST: 
I 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
CITY OF TORRANCE 

y of Torrance 

. ) 
) 
) 

·~ 
City of Torrance 

SS 

I, VERNON W. COIL, City Clerk of the City of Torrance, California, do 
hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced, approved and 
adopted by the City Council of the City of Torrance at a regular meeting of 
said Council held on the 15th day of May, 1973, by the following roll call 
vote: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Armstrong, Brewster Sciarretta, Uerkwitz, 
Wilson and Miller 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: None 

ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: · surber 

City of Torrance 

.APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
_........,._. 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES. 

) 
~ ss. 

I, LEONARD PANISH, Registrar-Recorder of the County 
or Los Angeles, State of California, do hereby certify that the· 
attached is a true and correct Canvass of the Votes Cast For and 
Against Charter Amendments Nos. 1, 2 and 3, for the City of 
'forrance Spe.cial Milllicipal Election consolidated with the Governing 
Board Member Election held in the Torrance Unified School District, 

< 

April 17, 1973 

I further certify that the total vote for the City of 
Torrance Special Municipal Election is as follows: 

VOTE 

8,281 

ABSENTEE 
VOTE 

389 

TOTAL 
VOTE CAST 

8,670 

I further certify that the total of the votes cast on 
said Charter Amendments Nos. 1, 2 and 3 is as follows: 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereilllto set my hand and 
affixed my seal this 4fu day of May, 1973. 

~
~-. 
" . ... ,0. 
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LEONARD PAIJISH 
Registrar-Recorder 
County of Los Angeles 
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30 
CONS. PREC. AMEND. NO. 1 AMEND. NO. 2 AMEND• 1'10 • 3 TOTAL VOTES 
NUMBER YES NO YES NO YES NO CAST 

1 125 31 120 33 130 24 174 
2 96 28 101 20 103 19 137 I 
3 140 28 142 26 140 28 182 

·1 4 93 29 94 28 93 29 131 
5 111 26 107 25 109 22 146 
6 105 38 105 37 110 33 158 
7 158 67 166 60 173 52 -2s5 
8 101 29 102 29 103 2S 141 
9 8S 18 88 lS 91 11 112 

10 107 33 109 30 113 27 1S5 
11 120 26 114 30 123 22 162 
12 143 29 148 28 152 26 186 
13 79 27 76 30 82 26 125 
14 204 31 206 28 204 30 265 
lS 7S 6 72 8 7S 6 8S 
16 26 11 35 8 37 s 47 
17 46 10 47 8 48 9 62 
18 3S 3 3S l 38 1 44 
19 69 19 71 16 73 14 96 
20 43 26 94 25 99 21 12S 
21 89 10 87 10 91 7 108 
22 149 26 lSl 2S 1S4 17 191 
23 42 6 37 9 41 s so 
24 13S 18 140 14 140· 14 173 
25 60 14 62 12 63 10 81 
26 149 30 . 141 34 1S2 28 208 
27 112 23 110 24 117 18 146 
28 65 2S 62 26 65 2S 103 
29 161 S3 160 54 163 S2 236 
30 71 17 69 19 72 lS 99 
31 S7 25 53 

.. 
28 60 21 98 

32 124 31 122 30 131 28 174 
33 88 15 83 18 90 11 119 
34 97 14 92 19 97 lS 119 
35 107 26 109 23 111 23 152 
36 18S 23 17S 27 184 22 228 
37 119 17 119 17 120 16 149 
38 lSS 39 151 41 164 33 220 
39 117 25 112 29 119 22 148 
40 128 21 129 21 138 11 169 
41 108 27 101 37 112 26 148 
42 S3 12 S4 11 S6 9 72 
43 112 18 114 15 115 14 138 
44 15S 27 157 25 159 25 196 
45 176 40 172 48 181 37 238 
46 lOS 17 106 15 112 12 133 
47 66 23 71 17 7o 19 103 
48 6S 12 65 12 70 8 91 
49 163 25 164 21 167 21 212 
so 162 23 157 27 160 2S 206 
51 243 31 237 38 246 30 296 
52 149 18 144 21 151 14 191 
53 246 26 242 20 248 21 • 309 
54 139 31 131 36 J~7 . 20 189 

SUBTOTAL 6113 1303 6111 1310 6352 1114 8281 

ABSENTEES 294 43 300 40 3-12 27 389 

TOTAL 6407 1346 6411 1350 6664 1141 8670 

EXHIBIT "A" 
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CITY CLERK'S CERTIFICATE OF CANVASS OF SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION 
CONSOLIDATED WITH THE TORRANCE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT ELECTION 

HELD ON APRIL 17, 1973 

STATE OF CALIFOR...~IA 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
CITY OF TORRANCE 

) 
) 
) 

SS 

I, VERNON W. COIL, City Clerk of the City of Torrance, County of 
Los Angeles, State of California, duly authorized by Resolution No. 73-18 
adopted by the City Council of said City on the 13th day of February, 
1973, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct Canvass 

~ the Votes Cast for and Against Charter Amendments Numbers 1, 2, and 3, 
'r the Special Municipal Election consolidated with the Torrance Unified 
hool District Election held in the City of Torrance on April 17, 1973. 

I further certify that the total vote for the City of Torrance Special 
Municipal Election is as follows: 

VOTE 

8,281 

ABSENTEE 
VOTE 

389 

TOTAL 
VOTES CAST 

8,670 

I further certify that the total of the votes cast on said Charter 
Amendments Nos. 1, 2 and 3 is as follows: 

TORRANCE CITY 
CHARTER 

AMENDMENT YES NO -- -
No. 1 6,407 1,346 

No. 2 6,411 1,350. 

No. 3 6,664 1,141 

I further certify that the following measures were submitted to the 
electors of said City to wit: 

CHARTER AMENDMENT NO. 1: 

Shall the Charter of the City of Torrance be amended 
to repeal Section 3 of Article VI entitled "1958 General Municipal 
Election; Section 1 of Article XVI, entitled "City Judge"; Section 
1 of Article XVII, entitled "City Court"; Section 7 of Article XVIII, 
entitled "Special Fund for Capital Outlays"; and Section 8 of 
Article XVIII, entitled "Clerk's Petty Cash Fund"? 

CHARTER AMENDMENT NO. 2: 

Shall the Charter of the City of Torrance be revised to 
amend all references to the City Clerk contained in Section 2 of 
Article XIII and Sections 4 and 5 of Article XVIII to read 
"City Manager"; and to amend all references to the City 
Clerk contained in Sections .1, 2 and 6 of Article XVIII and 
Section 7 of Article VI to read "Finance Director"; and 
to amend the phrase "first day of July" appearing in Section 
4 of Article XVIII to read "first day of June"; and to 
delete the phrase "cities of the sixth class" as set forth 
in Section 4 of Article V and substitute the phrase 
"general law cities" in its stead; and to delete all 
references to the City Auditor contained in Section 5, subsection 
e of Article VII, to the City Judge contained in Section 3 of 

EXHIBIT "B" 
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Article VII and Section S, subsection e of Article VII, to the 
City Court contained in Section 8 of Article IX; and to amend 
Section 4 of Article XIX to provide in its entirety as follows: 
"This Charter may be amended in accordance with the provisions 
of the general laws of the State of California"? 

CHARTER AMENDMENT NO.. 3 : 

Shall the Charter of the City of Torrance be recodified and 
renumbered so that it shall conform to that document entitled, 
"Proposed Recodified and Renumbered Torrance City Charter" 
approved by motion of the Torrance City Council, copies of 
which are on file with the City Clerk of the City of Torrance? 

I further certify that that document entitled, "Proposed Recodif"i.ed 
and Renumbered City Charter", as attached hereto as "Exhibit C", is a 
true copy of said renumbered and recodified Torrance City Charter as 
described in said Charter Amendment No. 3. 

I further certify that the number of votes given at each precinct for 
and against said measures is set forth in full in "Exhibit A" attached 
hereto, which exhibit consists of the Statement of Canvass of Leonard Panish, 
Los Angeles County Registrar-Recorder dated May 4, 1973, 
which exhibit is ordered spread forth in full in the minutes of the 
proceedings of the City Council at its May 15, 1973, meeting. 

In WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affix_ed my seal 
this 15th day of May, 1973. 

SEAL 

VE,RNON W. COL ... , 
City of Torrance, 

EXHIBIT "B" 
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THE CHARTER 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

ARTICLE 1 - NAME OF CITY 

Sect.ion 100. Name. 

ARTICLE 2 - BOUNDARIES 

Section 200. Boundaries 

ARTICLE 3.- SUCCESSION 

Section 300. 
Section 310. 
Section 320. 

Rights and Liabi1ities. 
Ordinances Continue in Force. 
Preservation of Personnel Rights. 

ARTICLE 4 - POWERS OF CITY 

Generally. Section 400. 
Section 410. Limitations Upon General Powers of the City 

Council. 
Section 411. 
Section 412. 
Secti.on 413. 
Section 414. 

Tax Limit. 
Bonded Debt Limitation. 
Advertising, Promotion and Music. 
Limitation on Indebtedness. 

ARTICLE 5 - ELECTIONS 

Secti on 500. 
Section 510. 
Secti on 520. 
Section 530. 
Secti on 540. 

Procedure for Holding Elections. 
General Municipal Elections. 
Special Municipal Elections. 
Initiative, Referendum and Recall. 
1958 General Municipal Election ~ Repealed 

ARTICLE 6 - ELECTIVE OFFICERS 

Section 600. Elective Officers. 
Section 601. Eligibility for Elective Office. 
Section 602. Terms. 
Section 603. Vacancies. 
Section 604. Compensation. 
Section 610. The Mayor. 
Section 620. City Clerk. 
Section 630. City Treasurer. 
Section 640. Election as to making Clerk or Treasurer 

Appointive Offices. 
Section 650. Political Activity of Those Under System. 

ARTICLE 7 - CITY COUNCIL POWERS AND DUTIES 

Section 700. 
Section 710. 
Section 711. 
Section 712. 
Section 713. 
Section 714. 
Section 715. 
Section 716. 
Section 720. 
Section 721. 
Section 722. 
Secti·on 7 2 3. 

Legislative Powers. 
Organization Meeting. 
Regular Meetings. 
Adjournment. 
Special Meetings. 
Place of Meetings. 
Quorum. 
Council Proceedings. 
Ordinances; Enactment Clause. 
Ordinances; Publication. 
Codification of Ordinances. 
Adoption of Code by Reference. 
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Section 724. 
Section 725. 
Section 726. 
Section 727. 
Section 728. 

Adoption of Ordinances and Resolutions. 
Ordinances; When Required. 
Ordinances; \Vhen Effective. 
Ordinance Violation; Misdemeanor. 
Ordinance Penalty. 

ARTICLE 8 - BOARD OF EDUCATION 
I 

Section 800. 
Section 810. 
Section 811. 

Board of Education. 
Eligibility. 
Vacancies. 

ARTICLE 9 - CITY MANAGER 

Section 900. 
Section 910. 

Section 920. 
Section 921. 

Section 930. 

Section 9 31. 
Section 940. 
Section 941. 

City Manager Form of Government. 
Appointment, Removal and Salary of City 
Manager. 
City Manager Responsible to City Council. 
Noninterference by City Council with 
Powers and Duties of City Manager. 
The Power of City Manager over Executive 
Departments. 
Special Powers and Duties of -City Manager. 
Ordinance and Charter Provisions Repealed. 
Invalidity. 

ARTICLE 10 - CITY ATTORNEY 

Section 1000. 
Section 1010. 

Eligibility. 
Powers and Duties. 

ARTICLE 11 - DIRECTOR OF FINANCE 

Section 1100. Powers and Duties. 

ARTICLE 12 - GENERAL PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO OFFICERS 
AND EMPLOYEES 

Section 1200. 
Section 1210. 
Section 1220. 
Section 1230. 

Official Bonds. 
Oaths of Office. 
Illegal Contracts. 
Duties of Officers 

Financial Interest. 
and Employees. 

ARTICLE 13 - CIVIL SERVICE 

Section 1300. 
Section 1310. 
Section 1320. 

Section 1330. 

Civil Service System. 
Appointive Officers. 
Compensation; Appointive Officers and 
Employees. 
Residence, Officers and Employees. 

iARTICLE 14 -

Section 
Section 
Section 
Section 
Section 
Section 
Section 
Section 
Section 

FISCAL AFFAIRS 

11 

1400. 
1410. 
1411. 
1420. 
1430. 
1431. 
1432. 
1440. 
1441. 

Fiscal Year. 
Budget. 
Council Action on Budget. 
Taxation System. 
neposit of Moneys in Treasury. 
Special Fund for Capital Outlays. 
Clerk's Petty Cash Fund. 
Presentation of Demands. 
Registration of Demands. 

r-, 



Section 1442. 
Section 1450. 
section 1451. 
Section 1460. 

Actions against City. 
Contracts on Public Works. 
Publishing of Legal Notices. 
Franchises. 

ARTICLE 15 - AIRPORT FUND 

Section 1500. 
Section 1501. 
Section 1502. 
Section 1503. 

Airport Fund. 
Airport Fund Uses. 
Definition of Airport Facilities. 
Article 15 not a Covenant. 

P. -:'!CLE 16 - MISCELLANEOUS 

Section 1600. 
Section 1610. 
Section 1620. 
Section 1630. 

Sect.ion 1640. 
Section 1650. 
Section 1660. 

SECTION 100. NAME. 

Definitions. 
Invalidity. 
Amendments. 
Operating "Draw Power"~Establishment 
Where Fee Charg~d. 
Exposure of Female Breasts Prohibited. 
City Judge 
City Court 

ARTICLE 1 - NA.~E OF CITY 

.• 3 

The municipal corporation now existing and known as the "City of 
Torrance," in Los Angeles County, California~ shall remain and continue 
to exist a body politic and corporate, as the present, in fact and in 
law by the name of "City of Torrance" and by such name shall have 
perpetua1 succession. 

ARTICLE 2 - BOUNDARIES 

SECTION 200. BOUNDARIES. 

The territory of the City shall be that contained within its present 
boundaries as now established, with the power and authority to change the 
same in the manner provided by law. 

ARTICLE 3 - SUCCESSION . 

SECTION 300. RIGHTS AND LIABILITIES. 

The City of Torrance as successor in interest of the municipal 
c poration of the same name, heretofore created and existing, shall own, 
h d, possess, use, lease, control and in every way succeed to and become 
t owner of rights and of property of every kind and nature by said 
e. sting municipal corporation, owned, controlled, possessed or claimed, 
and shall be subject to all the debts, obligations, liabilities and duties 

l of said existing corporation. 
I 
I 

SECTION 310. ORDINANCES CONTINUE IN FORCE. 

All ordinances, resolutions and other regulations, or portions 
thereof, in force at the date this Charter takes effect and not inconsistent 
with this Charter, shall be and remain in force after this Charter takes 
effect until changed or repealed by proper authority . 

. -
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SECTION 320. PRESERVATION OF PERSONNEL RIGHTS. 

Nothing in this Charter contained, except as specifically provided 
or as inconsistent with this Charter, shall affect or impair the rights 
or privileges of officers or employees of the City or of any office, 
department or agency thereof existing at the time when this Charter shall 
take effect. 

ARTICLE 4 - POWERS OF CITY 

SECTION 400. GENERALLY. 

The City shall have the power to make and enforce all laws and 
regulations in respect to municipal affairs, subject only to such 
restrictions and limitations as may be provided in this Charter, 
and in the constitution of the State of California. It shall also 
have the power to exercise any and all rights, powers and privileges 
heretofore or hereafter established, granted or prescribed by any 
law of the State, by this Charter or by other lawful authority. The 
specifications in this Charter of any particular powers shall not be 

1 
held to be exclusive of, or any limitations upon, this general grant 

I of power. The City shall have the power to act pursuant to procedure 
established by any law of the State, unless a different procedure 
is es.tablished by ordinance. 

SECTION 410. LIMITATIONS UPON GENERAL POWERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL. 

The general powers vested in the City Council by this Charter are 
hereby limited in the following manner: 

SECTION 411. TAX LIMIT. 

The City Council shall not levy a property tax in excess of one 
dollar on each one hundred dollars of the assessed value of taxable 
property in the City, without the assent of two-thirds of the qualified 
electors of the City, voting at any general or special municipal election 
at which a proposition to exceed such limit shall be submitted. Such 
limitation shall not apply to any tax that is levied for the payment 
of principal or interest of bonds heretofor~ or hereafter issued and 
any taxes levied for the purpose of payment thereof may be in excess of 
said limitation. 

In addition to the levy for municipal purposes, there shall be 
included in every annual levy, a sufficient amount to cover all 
liabilities of the City for principal and interest of all bonds or 
judgments due and unpaid or to become due during the ensuing fiscal 
year and not otherwise provided for. The City Council may also levy 
such additional tax as is required to cover all obligations of the 
City to the StatB Employees' Retirement System or any other system for 
the retirement of City employees which may be provided for. 

Special levies, in addition to the above, may be made annually, 
based on approved budget requirements, for the following specific 
purposes: Parks, playground and recreational centers, promotion and 
advertising, city planning and libraries. The proceeds of any such 
special levy shall be used for no other purpose than that specified. 

Any unexpended or unencumbered balances resulting from such 
special funds shall, at the end of each fiscal year, accrue to the 
general fund. 

fr r-ri~~ ,_. . 
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SECTION 412. BONDED DEBT LIMITATION. 

The City shall not incur any bonded indebtedness for public 
improvements which shall in the aggregate exceed fifteen percent of the 
assessed value of all the real and personal property of the City. 

SECTION 413. ADVERTISING, PROMOTION AND MUSIC. 

The City Council shall not expend more than five percent of the 
moneys accruing to the general fund in any one fiscal year for advertising, 
promotion or music. 

~ :TION 414. LIMITATION ON INDEBTEDNESS. 

I The City Council shall not incur any indebtedness or liabilty in any 
1 manner or for any purpose exceeding in any year the income and revenue 

provided for such year w~thout the assent of two-thirds of the qualified 
electors of said City voting at an election to be held for the purpose, 
nor unless before or at the time of incurring such indebetedness provision 
shall be made for the collection of an annual tax sufficient to pay the 
interest of such indebtedness as it falls due, and also provision to 
constitute a sinking fund for the payment of the principal thereof on or 
before maturity, which shall not exceed forty years from the time of 
contracting the same; provided, however, anything to the contrary herein 
notwithstanding, when two or more propositions for incurring any indebtedness 
or liability are submitted at the same election, the votes cast for and 
against each proposition shall be -counted separately, and when two-thirds 
of the qualified electors, voting on any one of such propositions, vote 
in favor thereof such proposition shall be deemed adopted. 

ARTICLE 5 - ELECTIONS 

SECTION 500. PROCEDURE FOR HOLDING ELECT.IONS. 

All elections shall be held in the manner prescribed in the Elections 
Code of the State of California for the holding of elections in cities of 
the sixth class, so far as the same may be applicable and excepting as herein 
otherWise provided. No person shall be entitled to vote in any such election 
unless he shall be a qualified elector of said City or school district. The 
City Council may by ordinance provide a procedure for the holding of City 
elections, in which event such procedure shall prevail over the provisions 
of the said Elections Code. 

SECTION 510. GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS. 

General municipal elections shall be held in said City on the second 
T sday in April in each even numbered year. 

s __ TION 520. SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS. 

All other municipal elections that may be held by authority of this 
Charter or of any law, shall be known as special m~nicipal elections. 

SECTION 530. INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM AND RECALL. 

The provisions of the Elections Code of the State of California 
governing the initiative and referendum shall apply to the use of the 
initiative and referendum in said City insofar as the same may be 

[~''\ 
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applicable and except as herein otherwise provided. All elective officers 
of said City shall be subject to recall in the manner provided in the 
said Elections Code of the State of California relating to recall of 
municipal officers insofar as the same may be applicable and except as 
herein otherwise provided. 

SECTION 540. 1958 GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION. 

At the general municipal election held in April, 1958, all the offices 
enumerated in Section 1 of this Article 5, other than the members of the 
Board of Education, shall be filled except those offices filled in the 
general municipal election held in April, 1956. The Mayor and three members 
of ,the Council receiving the highest'number of votes for said office shall 
serve until the Tuesday next succeeding the day of the general municipal 
election held in April, 1962, and until their successors are elected and 
qualified. Those officers whose tenns have not expired shall continue to 
serve until the expiration thereof. In th.e event the amendment to this 
Charter providing for a Mayor and six members of the Council and making 
them elective officers of the City does not become effective until after 
the Tuesday next succeeding the day of the general municipal election 
held in 1958, then the Mayor and the additional member of the City Council 
elected to office under the provisions of said amendment shall not take 
office until the first Tuesday next succeeding the day that said amendment 
becomes effective. (Ratified Spec. Elec. 10/29/57, Amend. No. 2; Approved 
by State Legislature, Concurrent Res. No. 1 on 2/4/58}. 

ARTICLE 6 - ELECTIVE OFFICERS 

I SECTION 600. ELECTIVE OFFICERS. 

I 

The elective officers of the City shall be the Mayor, six members 
of the City Council, five members of the Board of Education, the City 
Clerk and the City Treasurer. No person shall be a candidate for more 
than one of said offices at any municipal election. (Ratified Spec. Elec. 
10/29/57, Amend. No. 2; Approved by State Legislature, Concurrent Res. 
No. 1 on 2/4/58} . 

SECTION 601. ELIGIBILITY FOR ELECTIVE OFFICE. 

No person shall be eligible to hold any elective office in this City 
unless he be a resident and elector therein and shall have resided in such 
City for at least one year next preceding the date of his election. If an 
elective officer shall cease to possess any of 'the qualifications for office 
herein set forth, or shall be convicted of a crime involving moral turpitude, 
or shall resign, or be adjudged an incompetent, his office shall immediately 
become vacant. In case a member of the City Council or Board of Education 
absents himself from all regular meetings of the body to which he shall 
belong, for a period of sixty days consecutively, from and after the last 
regular meeting of such body attended by said member, unless by the 
expressed permission of such body duly recorded in its official minutes, 
his off ice shall automatically become vacant and the same shall be filled 
as in case of other vacancies. 

SECTION 602. TERMS. 

The elective officers of the City shall be elected from the City at 
large and, except members of the Board of Education, shall hold office for 
a term of four years from and after the Tuesday next succeeding the date 
of such election and until their successors are elected and qualified. 
(Ratified Gen. Hun. Elec. 4/10/62, Amend. No. 2; Approved by State 
Legislature, Concurrent Res. No. 21 on 4/13/62} . 
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SECTION 60 3 • VACANCIES. 

Any vacancies occuring in any of the elective offices provided for 
in this Charter, other than of members of the Board of Education, shall 
be filled by appointment by the City Council. Vacancies in the Board of 
Education shall be £illed by appointment by the Board of Education. In 
the event of the City Council or the Board of Education, respectively, 
failing to fill a vacancy by appointment within thirty days after such 
vacancy occurs, the City Council must immediately, after the expiration 
of said thirty days, cause an election to be held to fill such vacancy. 
Any person appointed or elected to fill any vacancy shall hold off ice 
only until the next regular municipal el~ction at which time a person 
s· .11 be elected to serve for the remainder of such unexpired term. In 
t election of Councilmen or members of the Board of Education, where 

39 
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f 1 terms and one or more unexpired terms are to be filled, no distinction 
s' 11 be made in nomination or voting between the full terms and the 
u...~xpired terms but the person or persons elected by the highest number of 
votes shall be elected for the full terms or term.and the persons receiving 

, the next highest vote shall be elected fo·r the .unexpired terms or term, 
· as the case may be. 

SECTION 604. COMPENSATION. 

The members of the Board of Education shall receive no compensation 
for their service as such. The members of the City Council shall receive 
compensation in the amount of one hundred dollars per month, payable in 
equal semi-monthly payments, and in addition thereto shall receive their 
actual and necessary expenses while engaged on City business at the 
direction of the City Council. Any member of the City Council making 
demand for reimbursement for traveling or other expense shall provide the 
City Clerk with vouchers covering such expenses, together with a sworn 
statement to the effect that such expenses were actually incurred in good 
faith by said party while on official City business .. The compensation of 
any member of the City Council appointed or elected to fill a vacancy shall 
be the same as that payable to such member whose off ice was vacated. 

The City Clerk and City Treasurer shall severally receive, at stated 
times, a compensation to be fixed by ordinance· adopted by the City Council; 
which compensation shall not be increased or diminshed after their election 
or during their respective terms of office. 

This section shall become effective April 10, 1956, and shall be 
subject to the provisions of Article 11, Section 5 of the Constitution of 
the State of California and Sections 53070 and 53071 of the Government 
Code of the State of California. (Ratified Gen~ Mun. Elec. 4/10/56, 
Amend. No. 1, Approved by State Legislature Concurrent Res. No. 
3 on 1/9/57). 

S '.TION 610. THE MAYOR. 

The Mayor shall preside at the meetings of the City Council, and in 
c e of his absence or inability to act, the City Council shall appoint a 
M._.Jor Pro Tempore, who shall serve only until such time as the !·1ayor 
returns and is able to act, and for such period shall have all the powers 
and duties of the Mayor. The Mayor shall be a member of the City Council 
for all purposes and shall have all the rights·, powers and duties of a 
member of the City Council in addition to those powers and duties conferred 
upon him by virtue of his office as Mayor. Unless otherwise expressly 
provided to the contrary, any provision in this Charter which relates 
to the City Council or to members of the City Council shall be interpreted to 
include the Mayor as a member of the City Council. The Mayor shall sign all 
warrants drawn on the City Treasurer, and shall sign all written contracts and 
conveyances made up or entered into by said City. The Mayor shall have the 
.power to adrninster oaths and affirmations, to take affidavits and to testify 
the same under his hand. The Mayor is authorized to acknowledge the execution 
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of all instruments executed by said City that are required to be acknowledged. 
(Ratified Spec. Elec. 10/29/57, Amend. No. 2; Approved by State Legislature 
Concurrent Res. No. 1 on 2/4/58). 

SECTION 620. CITY CLERK. 

It shall be the duty of the City Clerk to keep a full and .true record 

l~~ 

of all the proceedings of the City Council in books that shall bear appropriate 
titles and be devoted exclusively to such purposes, respectively. Such books 
shall have a general index sufficiently comprehensive to enable a person 
readily to ascertain matters contained therein. 

The City Clerk shall keep a book marked "Ordinances" into which he 
shall record all City ordinances with his certificate annexed to each of 
said ordinances stating the same to be a true and correct copy of an 
ordinance of said City, giving the number of said ordinances and stating 
that the same has been published or posted· according to law. Said record 
with said certificate shall be prima facie evidence of the contents of 
each ordinance and of the passage and publication of the same and shall be 
admissible as such evidence in any court or proceedings. 

The official records of the City in the custody of the City Clerk 
shall not be filed in any court proceedings or other action but shall be 
returned to the custody of the City Clerk. Nothing herein contained shall 
be construed to prevent the proof of the passage and publication of 
ordinances in the usual way. The City Clerk shall be the custodian of 
the seal of the City. 

The City Clerk may appoint a deputy, or deputies, from an eligible list 
to be prepared in accordance with the proceedings prescribed in the civil 
service system of the City, such deputy or deputies to receive such compensatioi 
as may be provided for by the City Council. 

The City Clerk and his deputy, or deputies, shall have power to administer 
oaths or affirmations, to take affidavits and depositions pertaining to the 
affairs and business of the City, which may be used in any court or proceedings 
in the State, and to certify the same. (Ratified Gen. Mun. Elec. 4/10/56; &~end 
No. 7; Approved by State Legislature Concurrent Res. No. 3 on 1/9/57). 

The salary of the City Clerk shall be determined by the City Council 
but shall not be less than $750. 00 pe·r month. 

The City Clerk shall devote his entire time to the interests of the 
I City, and shall be entitled to receive expenses, vacation periods and 
sick leave, with pay, the same as prescribed by the civil servi9-~ ordinances 
of the City for heads of departments. (Ratified Gen. Mun. Elec. 4/14/64; 
Amend. No. l; Approved by State Legislature Concurrent Res. No. 62 on 
5/7/64; filed with Sec'y of State, Chapter 55 on 5/11/64). 

SECTION 630. CITY TREASURER. 

It shall be the duty of the City Treasurer to receive and safely keep 
all moneys which shall come into his hands as City Treasurer. He shall 
comply with all provisions of law governing the deposit and securing of 
public funds. He shall also comply with all the provisions of the general 
laws of the State governing the handling of such trust funds as may come 
into his possession. He shall pay out moneys only on warrants signed by 
persons designated by law, or ordina~ce, as the proper persons to sign 
warrants and as to trust funds which may come into his possession or 
control hy virtue of some law, ordinance or resolution, by warrant or 
other order, in accordance with the provisions of such law, ordinance or 
resolution. He shall at reqular intervals, at least once each month, 
-submit to the Director of Finance a v.ritten report and accounting of all 
receipts, disbursements and fund balances, a copy of which report 
he shall file with the City Council. 

·r 
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The City Treasurer may appoint a deputy, or deputies, from an eligible 
list to be prepared in accordance with the proceedings prescribed in the 
civil service system of the City, such deputy or deputies to receive such 
compensation as may be provided by the City Council. (Ratified Gen. Mun. 
Elec. 4/10/56, Amend. No. 8; Approved by State Legislature Concurrent 
Res. No. 3 on 1/9/57). 

SECTION 640. ELECTION AS TO MAKING CLERK OR TREASURER APPOINTIVE 
OFFICES. 

The City Council may submit to the electors at any special or general 
;r nicipal election, the question as ,to whether the City Clerk or City 

aasurer, or either of them, shall be appointed by the City Council instead 
being elected, as provided in this Charter. If a majority of votes cast 
any such proposition are in favor of the appointment of such officers, 

~ . either of them, then at the expiration of any such official's term 
of office, or on the occurrence of a vacancy in such office, such 
office shall be filled by appointment by the City Council and the appointee 
shall hold office in the same manner as other appointive officers. 

SECTION 650. POLITICAL ACTIVITY OF THOSE UNDER-SYSTEM. 

No person in the classified service of the City shall seek or accept 
election, nomination or appointment as an officer of a political club, or 
organization or take an active part in a county or municipal campaign or 
serve as a member of a com.."Ilittee of such club, organization or circle, 
or seek signatures to any petition or act as a worker at the polls, or 
distribute badges, pamphlets, dodgers or handbills of any kind, favoring 
or opposing any candidate for election, or for nomination to a public 
office or for nomination to a county or municipal public office; provided, 
however, that nothing in this Act shall be construed to prevent any such 
officer or employee from becoming or continuing to be. a member of a 
political group or organization, or from attendance at a political 
meeting, or from enjoying entire freedom from all interference in casting 
his vote or from seeking or accepting election or appointment to any 
public office. 

Any willful violation hereof, or violation through culpable negligence 
shall be sufficient grounds for the discharge of any such officer or 
employee. 

ARTICLE 7 - CITY COUNCIL POWERS AND DUTIES 

SECTION 700. LEGISLATIVE POWERS. 

The legislative powers of the City shall be vested in the City Council 
a 1 in the people through the initiative and referendum. 

~ :TION 710. ORGANIZATION MEETING. 

The City Council shall meet on the Tuesday next succeeding the date 
of the holding of any general municipal election.· (Ratified Spec. Elec. 
10/29/57, Amend. No. 2; Approved by State Legislature, Concurrent Res. 
No. 1 on 2/4/58). 

SECTION 711. REGULAR MEETINGS. 

The City Council shall hold regular meetings at least once in each 
month, at such times as it shall fix by ordinance or resolution, and may 
adjourn any regular meeting to a date certain, which shall be specified 
in the order of adjournment, and when so adjourned, each adjourned meeting 
shall be a regular meeting for all purposes. Any adjourned meeting may 
likewise be adjourned. 
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SECTION 712. ADJOURNMENT. 

In the event that any order of adjournment of a regular meeting fails 
to set the hour at which any adjourned meeting is to be held, such adjourned 
meeting may be validly held on the day specified in the order of adjournment, 
if held at the hour set forth in the ordinance or resolution prescribing the 
time for regular meetings. · 

SECTION 713. SPECIAL MEETINGS. 

Special meetings may be called at any time by the Mayor, or by three 
members of the City Council, by written notice delivered personally to each 
member at least three hours before the time specified for the proposed 
meeting; provided, however, that any special meeting of the City Council 
shall be a validly called special meeting, without the giving of such 
written notice, as above provided, if all members of the City Council shall 
give their consent, in writing, to the holding of such meeting, and such 
consent is on file in the office of the City Clerk at the time of holding 
such meeting. A telegraphic communication from a Councilman consenting 
to the holding of the meeting shall be deemed to be a consent in writing, 
within the meaning of the terms as expressed in the foregoing sentences. 
At any special meeting the powers of the City Council to transact business 
shall be limited to matters referred to in such written notice or written 
consent. 

SECTION 714. PLACE OF MEETINGS. 

All regular or special meetings of the City Council shall be held 
within the corporate limits of the City, at such place as may be designated 
by ordinance or resolution, and shall be open to the public. If, by reason 
of fire, flood or other disaster or emergency, it shall be unsafe to hold 
a Council meeting at the designated place, the City Cpuncil may meet during 
such emergency at such place as is designated by the Mayor or by three members 
of the City Council. The City Council shall have the right and privilege 
to hold and conduct its meeting in accordance with an agenda and may specify 
the matters which shall be considered at each meeting and shall have the 
right to establish a time at which all communications shall be on file in 
the office of the City Clerk in order that such communications may be 
considered at the next regular meeting of the City Council. (Ratified Gen. 
Mun. Elec. 4/11/50, Amend. No. 5; Approved by State Legislature Concurrent 
Res. No. 32 on 3/15/51). · 

SECTION 715. QUORUM. 

At any meeting of the City Council, a majority of said Council shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, but a l.ess number may 
adjourn from time to time, and may compel the attendance of absent members 
in such manner and under such penalties as may be prescribed by ordinance. 
In the absence of all of the City Council from any regular meeting or 
adjourned regular meeting the City Clerk may declare the same postponed 
and adjourned to a stated day and hour, and must thereupon deliver or 
cause to be delivered personally to each member of the City Council a 
written notice of such adjournment at least three hours before the time to 

1 which said regular or any adjourned regular meeting has been adjourned. 

I 

Whenever in this Charter a certain proportion of the Council is required 
for the performance of any act, it shall mean such · proportion of the 
entire membership of the Council. 
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SECTION 716. COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS. 

The City Council shall judge of the qualif.ications of its members 
and of all election returns, and determine contested elections of all City 
officers. It may establish rules for the conduct of its proceedings and 
punish any member or other person for disorderly behavior at any meeting. 
It shall have the power and authority to examine witnesses under oath and 
compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of evidence before 
it by subpoena. Such subpoenas shall be issued in the name of the City 
and be attested by the City Clerk. Such subpoenas shall be served by the 
Chief of Police and the disobedience of such subpoenas, or the refusal 
to testify, shall constitute a misdemeanor for which prosecution may be 
t · i in the City Court. It shall cause the City Clerk to keep a correct 
1 ~ord of all its proceedings and at' the desire of any member, the City 
c ~rk shall call the roll, and shall cause the ayes and noes taken on 
c r question to be entered in the record journal. 

SECTION 720. ORDINANCES; ENACTMENT CLAUSE. 

The enacting clause of all ordinances shall be substantially as 
follows: "The City Council of the City of Torrance does ordain as follows": 
Every ordinance must be signed by the Mayor and attested by the City Clerk. 

SECTION 721. ORDINANCES; PUBLICATION. 

The City Clerk shall cause each ordinance to be published within 
fifteen days after its passage at _least once in a newspaper of general 
circulation, printed, published and circulated in the City. If there be 
no such newspaper, then each ordinance must be posted in at least three 
public places in the City. 

SECTION 722. CODIFICATION OF ORDINANCES. 

Any and all ordinances of the City which have been enacted and 
published in the manner required at the time of their adoption, and which 
have not been repealed, may be compiled, consolidated, revised, indexed, 
including such re-statements and substantive changes as may be necessary 
in the interest of clarity and arranged as a comprehensive ordinance 
code, and such code may be adopted by reference by the passage of an 
ordinance for such purpose; which ordinance shall be required to be 
adopted and approved in the manner provided in this Charter for the 
passage of ordinances of the City. The ordinance code itself 
need not be published in the manner required for other ordinances, 
but not less than three copies of such code shall be filed, 
for use and examination by the public, in the office of the 
Clerk, prior to the adoption thereof. After the code has . 
been adopted, all ordinances thereafter adopted shall be amendatory 
a 1 revisory of the code, and no section of the code shall be revised 
c amended by reference but the section revised or amended shall 
t readopted and published at length as revised or amended. 

SECTION 723. ADOPTION OF CODE BY REFERENCE. 

Detailed regulations pertaining to any subject, such as the 
construction of buildings, plumbing, wiring or other subjects which 
require extensive regulations, after having been arranged as a comprehensive 
code, may be adopted by reference by the passage of an ordinance 
for such purposes; which ordinance may be adopted in the same manner 
as specified for the adoption of a comprehensive ordinance code. 
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SECTION 724. ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS. 

No ordinance of any kind shall be passed by the City Council 
on the day of its introduction, nor within five days thereafter, 
nor at any time other than a regular or adjourned regular meeting. 
At the time that an ordinance or resolution is up for final passage, 
it shall be read in full, unless after the reading of the title -
thereof, the further reading thereof is waived by motion of the 
City Council regularly made and approved by the unanimous vote of 
those present. In the event that any ordinance is materially altered 
after its introduction, the same shall not be finally adopted except 
at a regular or adjourned regular meeting held not less than five 
days after the date upon which such ordinance was so altered. The 
correction of typographical or clerical errors shall not constitute 
the making of an alteration within the meaning of the foregoing 
sentence. 

No resolution or any order for the payment of money shall have 
any validity or effect unless passed by the votes of at least four 
members of the City Council, and no ordinance shall have any validity 
or effect unless passed by the votes of at least four members of 
the City Council. (Ratified Spec. Elec. 10/29/57, Amend. No. 2; 
App~oved by State Legislature Concurrent Res. No. 1 on 2/4/58). 

SECTION 725. ORDINANCES; WHEN REQUIRED. 

Every act of the City Council establishing a fine or other 
penalty, or granting a franchise, creating a commission, board or 
agency, or in any way restricting or governing the use of property, 
and in addition thereto, every act required by the City Charter 
to be done by ordinance shall be by ordinance. (Ratified Gen. Mun. 
Elec. 4/11/50, A.~end. No. 6; Approved by State Legislature Concurrent 
Res. No. 32 on 3/15/51). 

SECTION 726. ORDINANCES; WHEN EFFECTIVE. 

No ordinance shall become effective until thirty days from 
and after the date of its final passage, except an ordinance calling 
or otherwise relating to an election, or to a street improvement 
proceeding taken under some law, or ordinance determining the amount 
of money necessary to be raised by taxation, or fixing the rate 
of taxes to be levied, or an ordinance for the immediate preservation 
of the public peace, health, or safety, which contains a declaration 
of facts constituting its urgency, and is passed by a five-sevenths 
vote of the City Council. An ordinance for the immediate preservation 
of the public peace, health or safety which contains a declaration 
of the facts constituting its urgency and is passed as aforesaid, 
may be introduced and passed at one and the same meeting · and .the 
requirement that not less than five days shall intervene between ' 
the introductio~ and final passage shall not apply to such an ordinance. 
(Ratified Spec. Elec. 10/29/57, Amend No. 2; Approved by State Legislature 
Concurrent Res. No. 1 on 2/4/58). 

SECTION 727. ORDINANCE VIOLATION; MISDEMEANOR. 

A violation of any ordinance of the City shall be deemed a 
misdemeanor and may be prosecuted by the authorities of the City 
in the name of the People of the State of California; or may be 
redressed by civil action at the option of said authorities. 

l 
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SECTION 728. ORDINANCE PENALTY. 

The maximwn fine or penalty for any viqlation of an ordinance 
of this City shall be the sum of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), 
or a term of imprisonment in the City jail or in the County jail 
of the County of Los Angeles, for a period not exceeding six months, 
or by both such fine and imprisonment. By ordinance or resolution 
of the City Council, any persons imprisoned for violation of any 
ordinance may be compelled to labor on the streets or other public 
property or works within the City. 

ARTICLE 8 - BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SECTION 800. BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

The control of the public schools of this City shall be vested 
in the Board of Education, which shall consist of five members; 
the qualifications and removal of which shall be as prescribed in 
this Charter. 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Charter, the members 
of the Board of Education shall be elected at elections called, 
held and conducted at the same times and in the same manner as election 
for members of the governing boards of unified school districts 
which are not coterminous with and do not include within their boundaries 
a chartered city, and shall hold office for the terms prescribed 
by law for members of governing boards of such unified school districts 
except that each person elected shall hold off ice for a term of 
four years commencing on the first Monday in May next succeeding 
his election. (Ratified, Gen. Mun. Elec. 4/10/62, Amend. No. 2; 
Approved by State Legislature Concurrent Res. No. 21 on 4/13/62), 

SECTION 810. ELIGIBILITY. 

No person shall be eligible to hold office as a member of the 
Board of Education unless he shall have been a qualified elector of the 
School District for a least one year next preceding the date of his 
election or apointment. 

SECTION 811. VACANCIES. 

If a member of the Board of Education absents himself from 
all regular meetings of the Board for a period of sixty days, consecutively, 
from and after the last regular board meeting attended by such member, 
unless by permission of the Board expressed in its official minutes, 
or is convicted of a crime involving moral turpitude, or .ceases 
to be an elector of the school district, his office shall become 
vacant and shall be so declared by the Board of Education. 

ARTICLE 9 - CITY MA1'1AGER 

SECTION 900. CITY MANAGER FORM OF GOVERNMENT. 

The City Manager form of government shall be and the same is 
hereby established for the City of Torrance, a municipal corporation. 

~ 
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The office of City Manager in and for the City of Torrance is hereby 
established. 

SECTION 910. APPOINTMENT, REMOVAL AND SALARY OF CITY MA..~AGER. 

4 

Within sixty days after this amendment shall have become effective, 
the City Council shall appoint without reference to the provisions 
of any civil service ordinance rule or regulation, a City Manager, 
who need not be a resident at the time of his appointment. Said 
City Manager, however, shall become a resident of Torrance within 
six months from the date of his appointment. The City Manager must 
be a citizen of the United States, not less than thirty years of 
age, and shall be a person of demonstrated administrative ability, 
with experience in responsible executive positions and he shall 
be chosen by the City Council solely upon the basis of his executive 
and administrative qualifications. 

The City Manager shall be appointed for an indefinite term 
and shall be removable at the pleasure of the City Council but only 
upon the adoption of a resolution by the affirmative vote of at 
least a majority of the members of the City Council. The City Manager, 
however, shall not be removed until after the expiration of six 
months after the date of his appointment except (1) for conviction 
of a felony or (2) for conviction of a crime prescribed by statute 
applicable to municipal officials or (3) upon the passage of a resolution 
adopted by the unanimous vote of all City Councilmen. After the 
expiration of said six months' period, said City Manager may be 
removed by the City Council for either of the two reasons set forth 
in exceptions 1 and 2 above, and/or in the manner set forth in said 
exception 3, last mentioned and/or in the manner following: 

At a regular meeting of the City Council, it shall adopt a 
Resolution of Intention to remove said City Manager, which resolution 
shall be approved by a majority of the members of. the City Council 
and shall set forth the grounds for such proposed removal. A certified 
copy of said Resolution of Intention shall then be served personally 
upon said City Manager who shall have the right to defend himself 
against said charges before said City Council at a public hearing 
and at a time to be fixed by it, which shall be not less than two 
weeks after the service of said Resolution of Intention upon said 
City Manager and not more than thirty days thereafter. 

The City Council may thereupon, or within five days thereafter, 
enact a resolution by an affirmative vote of a majority of the 
members of said City Council, either discharging said City Manager 
or retaining him in office, as it may by such resolution determine. 

Pending such hearing and by said Resolution of Intention, the 
City Manager may be suspended from office, but shall be entitled 
to his salary during the time of such suspension, if reinstated. 

The salary of the City Manager shall be not less than five 
hundred dollars ($500.00) per month, payable in equal semi-monthly 
installments. Subject to the foregoing limitations, the salary 
of the City Manager shall be fixed by resolution of the City Council 
adopted by a majority vote and salary thus fixed cannot be reduced 
without notice to the City Manager and an opportunity to be heard 
thereon at a public meeting of the City Council prior to adoption 
of the resolution reducing his salary. 
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In case of absence, suspension, or disability of the City Manager, 
the City Council may designate some qualified person to perform 
the duties of the office during his absence, suspension or disability. 
In case of a vacancy in the office of City Manager, the City Council 
shall .proceed immediately to appoint a new City Manager. 

The City Manager shall be entitled to vacation periods and 
sick leave, with pay, but in no event shall the basis of such pay 
be less than the basis prescribed for such compensation by the civil 
service ordinance of the City of Torrance for heads of municipal 
departments. Subject to the foregoing limitations, the City Council 
shall determine the extent of such periods and the compensation 
t be paid the City Manager during the same. Vacation periods and 
~ ~k leave shall not respectively accumulate in excess of thirty 
c rs. 

SECTION 920. CITY MANAGER RESPONSIBLE TO CITY COUNCIL. 

The City Manager shall be responsible to the City Council for 
the proper and efficient management of all the affairs of the City 
placed in his charge hereby or by the City Council. 

SECTION 921. NONINTERFERENCE BY CITY COUNCIL WITH POWERS AND DUTIES 
OF CITY MANAGER. 

Neither the City Council nor any member thereof, shall in any 
manner, direct or request the City Manager to appoint or remove 
any person to and/or from any office or position of employment of 
the City. Neither the City Council nor any member thereof shall 
give orders or instructions publicly or privately, to any person 
under the jurisdiction of the City Manager. No member of the City 
.Council shall undertake to coerce the City Manager in. respect to 
any of his duties and/or any municipal contract, and/or in connection 
with the purchase of any municipal supplies. 

SECTION 930. THE POWER OF CITY MANAGER OVER EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS. 

The City Manager shall have supervision and control over · all 
heads of departments, except the City Attorney, City Auditor, City 
Judge and elective officals of the City, and shall have power to 
direct and control the administrative and executive functions of 
such departments and shall have power to appoint from the civil 
service eligible list, all heads of departments except the City 
Attorney, City Auditor, City Judge and elective officials of said 
City, and shall have power to prefer charges against such heads 
of such departments as are appointed by him in the manner p~escribed 
by and in accordance with the provisions of any civil service ordinance 
c said City applicable to suspension, discipline or removal of 
s :h heads of such departments, but any decision of the Civil Service 
B .rd or the Tr1al Board, as the case may be, upon any such charges 
n. · be overruled by an affirmative vote of four members of the City 
C ~ncil. 

The City Manager may recommend to the City Council, setting 
forth reasons therefor, the abolition,- suspension or consolidation 
of the duties and functions of any of the heads of 'departments, 
chief officials, subordinate officers and employees of the City. 
The City Council may thereafter, at any time, abolish, suspend or 
consolidate any such duties or functions in accordance with such 
recommendations or as it may determine, and thereafter remove the 

1 person or persons affected from the employment of the City, whose 
1 duties are thus abolished, suspended or consolidated. 

47 
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SECTION 931. SPECIAL POWERS AND DUTIES OF CITY MANAGER. 

The City Manager shall be specifically charged with the performance 
of the following duties and shall have the following powers, in 
addition to those enumerated above: 

a) He shall enforce all municipal ordinances, franchises, 
leases, contracts, permits and privileges granted by the City. 

b) He shall purchase all supplies, property or equipment 
needed or required by the City. No supplies, property or equipment 
shall be purchased by the City Manager at a cost in excess of $300.00 
at any one time, without prior order or direction from the City 
Council. 

c) He shall prepare and submit to the City Council an annual 
budget estimate at least two (2) months prior to the date when the 
annual tax rate must be established, and in this connection, the 
City Manager shall have plenary power to demand of the various executive 
departments and elective officials of the City a full and complete 
statement of the estimated expenditures of such departments and 
elective officials for the ensuing fiscal year, and the reasons 
for such expenditures. The City Manager may include or exclude 
such items from said budget estimate as he may deem advisable. Should 
any such head of such department or elective official fail to submit 
such a statement within thirty days after demand, the City Manager 
shall thereupon have the right to take possession of all books and 
fiscal records of such department or elective official and retain 
the same thereafter until such time as the City Council shall order 
them returned to such department head or elective official and the 
City Council may likewise engage the service of such subordinate 
employees as may be necessary to maintain such books and records. 

The City Council shall hold at least two public hearings 
upon said annual budget estimate and may increase the total estimated 
expenditures set forth therein only upon an affirmative vote of 
four members of the City Council. 

d) He shall make such recommendations to the City Council 
or the County Board of Equalization regarding taxes, assessments 
and/or the annual assessment roll as he may deem advisable. 

e) He shall have general supervision and control over all 
City property, including public b~ildings, parks and playgrounds. 

f) He shall advise the City Council concerning the financial 
needs, conditions, and requirements of the City, and may make such 
recommendations to the City Council -in connection therewith as he 
may deem advisable. 

g) He shall attend all meetings of the City Council or of 
the members thereof when public matters are under consideration 
or discussion, except when his suspension, removal or reduction 
of his salary is under consideration by the City Council. 

h) He may examine, without 'notice, the official conduct or 
the official accounts or records, of any officer or employee of 
the City. 

i) The City Manager shall devote his entire time to the interes~s 
of the City and shall not engage in any private business. 
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j) He shall perform such other duties and powers as may be 
conferred upon him by the City Council by resolution or ordinance. 

k} The City Manager may delegate and/or redelegate any of 
the foregoing duties to any municipal department or to the head 
or chief official of any such department. 

1) All demands shall, prior to payment, be approved by the -
City Manager. Prior to the approval of any demands by him, he shall 
satisfy himself that the supplies, materials, property or services 
for which payment is claimed, have been actually delivered or rendered, 
that the payment, authorized by law, is just and fair, and that 
appropriation for the same has been made. All payrolls shall be 
certified by the respective department heads and approved by the 
:ity Manager. (Ratified Gen. Mun. Elec. 4/13/48. Amend. No. 2; Approved 
by State Legislature Concurrent Res. No. 8 on 1/6/49). 

SECTION 940. ORDINANCE AND CHARTER PROVISIONS REPEALED. 

1 All ordinances or parts of ordinances of the City of Torrance 
and all sections, subsections or parts of sections of this Charter, 
in conflict herewith, are hereby amended or repealed as the case 
may pe. 

SECTION 941. INVALIDITY. 

If any section or sllbsection, or any word, phrase, or clause 
hereof, shall be held to be invalid or void for any reason by any 
court of competent jurisdiction; such decision shall not invalidate 
or render void, or impair the validity of any other section, subsection, 
word, phrase or clause hereof. Each section, subsection, word, 
phrase and clause hereof is hereby declared to be separable. (Ratified 
Gen. Mun. Elec. 4/11/50, Amend. No. 2; Approved by State Legislature 
Concurrent Res. No. 32 on 3/15/51). 

ARTICLE 10 - CITY .ATTORNEY 

SECTION 1000. ELIGIBILITY. 

9 

No person shall be eligible for the office of City Attorney unless he shal 
1ve been admitted to practice before the Supreme Court of the State of ·california 

and shall have been engaged in the practice of law in the State 
of California for at least five (5) years prior to his appointment. 
(Ratified Gen. Mun. Elec. 4/11/50, Amend. No. 11; Approved by State 
Legislature Concurrent Res. No. 32 on 3/15/51). 

SECTION 1010. POWERS AND DUTIES. 

The City _Attorney shall have the power and be required to: 

a) Represent and advise the City Council and all City officials 
in all matters of law pertaining to their respective offices and/or 
duties. 

b) Represent and appear for the City and any City officer, 
employee or former City officer or employee, in any and all actions 
or proceedings in which the City or any such officer or employee, 
in or by reason of his official capacity, is concerned or is a party. 

-~"~- i--...., 

~. 



50 ~· 5~- 1 ..... ' . 

The City Council, at the request of the City Attorney, may employ 
other attorneys to assist in any litigation or other matter of interest 
to the City. 

c) Approve the form of all bonds given to and all contracts 
made by the City, and amendments thereto. 

e) To have charge o.f prosecuting on the behalf of the people 
all criminal cases for violations of this Charter, of City ordinances 
or of misdeameanor offenses arising upon violation of the laws of 
the State. 

f) The City Council, on the reconunendation of the City Attorney, 
may appoint such assistant City ~ttorneys or Deputy City Attorneys 
as may be required to carry out the functions of the off ice of the 
City Attorney and they shall have such duties as may from time to 
time be assigned to them by the City Attorney. Any such assistants 
or deputies so appointed shall be members of the classified service 
of the City and shall be paid a salary commensurate with the duties 
assigned to them. (Ratified Gen. Mun. Elec. 4/10/56, Amend. No. 
2; Approved by State Legislature Concurrent Res. No. 3 on 1/9/57). 

g) On vacating the office, surrender to his successor all 
books, papers, files and documents pertaining to the City's affairs. 
(Ratified Gen. Mun. Elec. 4/11/50, A..mend. No. 11; Approved by State 
Legislature Concurrent Res. No. 32 on 3/15/51). 

ARTICLE 11 - DIRECTOR OF FINANCE 

SECTION 1100. POWERS AND DUTIES. 

There is hereby created and established the off ice of Director 
of Finance of the City of Torrance. The Director of Finance shall 
be appointed by the City Council upon the recommendation of the 
City Manager and shall be responsible to and under the supervision 
of the City Manager and shall be a member of the classified service 
of the City. The duties and functions of said Director of Finance 
shall be to: 

a) Maintain and operate the general accounting system of 
the City and of the respective departments, offices and agencies 
thereof. 

b) Keep and maintain, or to prescribe and require the keeping 
and maintaining of inventory records of municipal properties. 

c) Cooperate with the City Clerk and City Treasurer in establishing 
and maintaining sufficient and satisfactory procedures and controls 
over municipal revenues and expenditures in all departments of the 
City. 

d) To assume and perform all municipal functions and duties 
relating to the preparation, auditing, presenting and disbursement 
of claims and demands against the City, including payrolls. 

e) Assist the City Manager in the preparation of the annual 
budget and in the administration thereof. 

f) Prepare and present to the City Council, through the City 
Manager, in sufficient detail to show the exact financial condition 
of the City, an annual statement and report of the financial condition 
of the City and such other financial reports as may be required 
by the City Council or the City Manager. 
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g) Supervise such subordinate employees or assistants as 
may be authorized by the City Council. 

h) Perform such additional duties as may be hereafter required 
by the City Council or the City Manager. {Ratified, Gen. Mun. Elec. 
4/10/56, Amend. No. 7; Approved by State Legislature Concurrent 
Res. No. 3 on 1/9/57). 

ARTICLE 12 - GENERAL PROVISIONS APPLICABLE 
TO OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES 

SECTION 1200. OFFICIAL BONDS. 

The City Clerk and the City Treasurer and such other officers 
or employees as may be required to do so by ordinance of the City 
Council, shall each execute a bond to the City for the faithful 
performance of official duties; which oonds shall be in the amount 
fixed by the City Council. Said bonds shall be approved by the 
City Council and with the exception of the bond of the City Clerk, 
shall be filed with the City Clerk. The bond of the City Clerk 
shall be filed with the Mayor. Premiums upon said bonds shall be 
paid by the City out of its general fund. All the provisions of 
any law of this State relating to the official bonds of officers 
shall apply to any bonds herein required or authorized to the extent 
that such provisions are not in conflict herewith. 

SECTION 1210. OATHS OF OFFICE. 

All officials, officers, members of boards, or commissions 
and employees shall take and file with the City Clerk the oath of 
office required by the constitution and the laws of the State. In 
addition to the oath of office, and as a part thereof, the City 
Council shall by ordinance require all of the persons herein mentioned, 
including members of the City Council, to affirm their loyalty to 
the United States of America and its principles of government. The 
oath of office of the City Clerk shall be taken by and filed with 
the Mayor. (Ratified Gen.Mun. Elec. 4/11/50, Amend. No. 4; Approved 
by State Legislature Concurrent Res. No. 32 on 3/15/51). 

SECTION 1220. ILLEGAL CONTRACTS. FINANCIAL INTEREST. 

No member of the City Council shall be financially interested, 
directly or indirectly, in any contract, sale or transaction to 
which the City is a party. No City official or employee shall be 
financially interested, directly or indirectly, in any contract, 
sale or transaction to which the City is a party, and which comes 
before said official or employee, or the department of the government 
with which he is connected, for official action. Any contract or 
transaction hereinabove mentioned in which any such officer or employee 
of the City shall be or become financially interested, shall become 
void at the election of the City, when so declared by resolution 
of the City Council. 

No member of the City Council, City official or employee shall 
be deemed to be financially interested, within the meaning of the 
foregoing provisions, in any contract made with a corporation by 
reason of the ownership of stock in such corporation unless said 
stock so owned by him shall amount to at least three (3) percent 
of all stock of such corporation issued and outstanding. No City 
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Councilman or member of any board or conunission shall vote on or 
participate in any contract or transaction in which he is directly 
or indirectly financially interested, whether as a stockholder of 
the corporation or otherwise. If any officer of the City, during 
the term for which he was elected or appointed, shall so vote or 
participate, or be financially interested as aforesaid, upon conviction 
thereof, he shall forfeit his office and be punished for misdemeanor. 

SECTION 1230. DUTIES OF OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES. 

In addition to the powers and duties prescribed by this Charter, 
the officers and employees of the City shall have such other powers 
and perf orrn such other duties as may be prescribed by the laws of 
the State of California, or by ordinances, resolutions or orders 
of the City Council, and not in conflict with the provisions of 
this Charter. 

ARTICLE 13 - CIVIL SERVICE 

SECTION 1300. CIVIL SERVICE SYSTEM. 

All appointments and· promotions in the classified service of 
the City shall be made according to merit and fitness, to be ascertained, 
so far as practicable by competitive examination. The civil service 
system existing on April 10, 1962, ·whether created or amended in 
whole or in part by ordinances adopted by vote of the people or . 
by ordinances adopted by the City Council shall continue in full 
force and effect; provided, however, that the City Council may amend, 
delete or replace any provisions of said ordinances by ordinance 
or ordinances by a five-sevenths vote of the City _ Council after 
consideration thereof by the Civil Service Conunission. The City 
Council shall not have the authority to withdraw any departments, 

•• I 
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appointive officers or employees from the operation of such system, i 
either by outright repeal of the civil service ordinances or otherwise, j 
unless and until the withdrawal thereof shall have been submitted , 
to the qualified electors of said City at a regular or special municipal i 
election held in said City. Nothing contained in this Section 1300 
shall repeal or modify any of the provisions of Article 9 of this 
Charter which established the City Manager form of government. (Ratified 
Gen.Mun.Elec. 4/10/62, Amend. No. 3; Approved by State Legislature, 
Concurrent Res. No. 21, 4/13/62). 

SECTION 1310. APPOINTIVE OFFICERS. 

Appointive officers of the City shall be, a City Judge, a City 
Attorney, a City Engineer, a Street Superintendent, a Park Superintendent, 
a Transportation Superintendent, a Chief of Police, a Chief of the 
Fire Department, a Building Inspector. The City Council may also 
provide by ordinance for such additional appointive boards, conunissions, 
officers, assistants, deputies and employees as it deems necessary. 
The Council may also provide for the holding by one person of several 
offices, providing that such offices are not incompatible with one 
another. 

The City Council shall have the power of appointment of all 
appointive officers with the exception of such deputies as it may 
provide for in the office of the City Clerk and City Treasurer, 
as to which deputies the heads of the respective departments shall 
have the power of appointment. 

; . 
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SECTION 1320. COMPENSATION; APPOINTIVE OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES. 

Compensation of all appointive officers and employees of the 
City, other than those serving gratuitously, shall be fixed or changed 
by the City Council. No officer or employee shall be paid by the 
City any fee or emolument in addition to, or save as embraced in, 
the sa1ary or compensation fixed by the Council and all fees received 
by such officer or employee for the performance of any of his official 
duties shall be paid by him into the City Treasury. 

SECTION 1330. RESIDENCE, OFFICERS .A..~D EMPLOYEES. 

A11 officers and employees of the City of Torrance shall be 
or become residents of said City within six months after their appointment 
or date of employment; provided, however, that as to appointive 
officers or employees having technical, special or professional 
knowledge or abilities, the City Council may waive the residence 
requirements. No officer or employee may be appointed permanently 
in the classified service unless and until he has be.come a resident 
of the City. (Ratified, Gen. Mun. Elec. 4/11/50. Amend. No. 3; 
Approved by State Legislature Concurrent Res. No. 32 on 3/15/51). 

ARTICLE 14 - FISCAL AFFAIRS 

SECTION 1400. FISCAL YEAR. 

The fiscal year of the City shall begin on the first day of 
July and end on the 30th day of June of the following year. 

SECTION 1410. BUDGET. 

On or before the first day of July of each year the City Clerk 
shall submit to the City Council a proposed budget for all departments. 
Said budget shall include estimates for all the revenues and expenditures 
for all City departments for the ensuing year. This estimate shall 
be compiled from detailed information to be supplied by each of 
the departments, on blanks to be furnished by the City Clerk. Such 
blanks shall provide for a detailed estimate of the expenses of 
conducting each department, as statement of expenditures for the 
corresponding items for the current year and the last preceding 
fiscal year, with reasons for increases and decreases reconunended 
for the current year; an estimate of the amount which should be 
reserved for contingent or emergency purposes; an itemization of 
all anticipated revenues of the City; an item to be known as ''cash 
basis fund", to be carried over to the next ensuing fiscal year, 
following the fiscal year for which the budget is prepared, to meet 
the cash requirements prior to the receipt of taxes; an estimate 
of the amount of money to be raised for taxes; the tax rate, which, 
with revenue from other sources, will be necessary to meet the expenditures 
proposed; a reconunendation as to such funds as should be deposited 
in, or withdrawn from, any capital outlay fund and such other information 
as may be required by the City Council. 

SECTION 1411. COUNCIL ACTION ON BUDGET. 

After reveiwing said proposed budget as compiled by the City 
Clerk from information secured from department heads, and making 
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such corrections, modifications or additions as it may deem advisable, 
the Council shall adopt the same by resolution. Said proposed budget 
shall serve as a financial guide for the City Council and the department 
heads of the City. It is not intended that any act of the City 
Council with respect to the preparation or adoption of the budget 
shall constitute the appropriation of City funds for the purpose 
enumerated therein. 

After adoption of the budget, the Council may, from time to 
time, authorize the expenditures of funds as proposed in said budget, 
or if circumstances have changed making it advisable to deviate 
therefrom, it may do so without the necessity of taking action to 
amend the budget. In its future authorization of expenditures, 
either budgeted or unbudgeted, tne City Council shall not incur 
any indebtedness in excess of the limitations imposed by this Charter. 

SECTION 1420. TAXATION SYSTEM. 

Unless otherwise provided by ordinance of the City Council, 
the City shall continue to use, for purposes of municipal taxation, 
the county system of assessment and tax collection. 

SECTION 1430. DEPOSIT OF MONEYS IN TREASURY. 

All moneys belonging to or collected ·or received for the use 
of the City by any officer or employee thereof, shall inunediately 
be deposited into the treasury in such manner as the City Council 
shall prescribe by ordinance, for the benefit of the funds to which 
such moneys respectively belong. Every officer or employee collecting 
or receiving any such moneys shall report to the City Clerk for 
the same on the first Monday of each month or at such shorter intervals 
as may be prescribed by ordinance. 

SECTION 1431. SPECIAL FUND FOR CAPITAL OUTLAYS. 

The City Council may by ordinance provide for the levy and 
collection of taxes for the creation of a fund, or funds for a specific 
capital outlay purpose or for capital outlays generally. I .n making 
a levy for such purpose under this Charter, the City Council shall 
not exceed the maximum tax rate provided for in this Charter without 
the assent of two-thirds of the qualified electors of the City, 
voting at any general or special election, at which such proposition 
may be submitted. At any time after the creation of such a fund, 
the City Council may transfer to such fund any unencumbered surplus 
funds remaining on hand in the City at any time. 

Whenever such fund is created it shall remain invioiate for 
the making of such capital outlays and no money shall be disbursed 
therefrom excepting for such a purpose; provided, however, that 
the City Council may submit a proposition to the electors of the 
City to obtain the consent of such electors to the use of the moneys 
in said fund, or any portion thereof, for some other specific purpose. 
Such proposition may be submitted at any election. It shall require 
a majority vote of all the voters voting at such election to authorize 
the expenditure of the moneys in said fund, or any portion thereof, 
for such other purpose as aforesaid. 

' 
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SECTION 1440. PRESENTATION OF DEMANDS. 

All demands against the City shall be presented in accordance 
with such regulations as the City Council may prescribe by ordinance; 
provided, that the same are hereby required to be audited by the 
City Council or by a committee thereof and approved by the Council, 
as audited. On the allowance of any demand, the Mayor shall draw-
a warrant on the City Treasurer for the same; which warrant shall 
be countersigned by the City Clerk and shall specify for what purpose 
the same is drawn and out of what fund it is to be paid. Demands 
against the funds in the control of the Board of Education shall 
be presented to the Board of Education. 

SECTION 1441. REGISTRATION OF DEMANDS. 

When any order or demand is presented for approval and is not 
approved for want of funds and the amount of said order or demand 
does not exceed the income and revenue.provided for the year in 
which the indebtedness was incurred, for which said order or demand 
was drawn, the City Clerk must endorse thereon the words "not approved 
for want of funds", with the date of presentation and shall, in 
attestation thereof, affix his signature thereto; and shall number 
such endorsement and shall register said order or demand in the 
records of his office and shall thereupon deliver said order or 
demand to the claimant, or his order. From that time, such order 
or demand shall bear interest at such rate as the City Council may 
prescribe by ordinance. Such orders or demands so registered, as 
herein provided, shall be paid in the order in which the same are 
registered, as and when funds are available. 

SECTION 1442. ACTIONS AGAINST CITY. 

No suit shall be brought against the City or·any Board or Commission 
thereof on any claim for money or damages or for the taking of property 
until a demand for the same has been presented as herein provided 
and rejected in whole or in part. If rejected in part, suit may 
be brought to recover the whole. Except in those cases where a 
shorter time is otherwise provided by law, all claims for damages 
against the City must be presented within ninety (90) days after 
the occurrence, event or transaction from which the damages allegedly 
arose, and all other claims or demands shall be presented within 
six (6) months after the last item of the account or claim accrued. 

Every claim brought against the City or any Board or Commission 
thereof for money or damages or for the taking of property shall. 
be verified by the person making the claim and filed with the City 
Clerk, who shall thereupon present the same to the City Council, 
officer, Board or Commission authorized by this Charter to incur 
or pay the expenditures or alleged indebtedness or liability represented 
thereby. In all cases, such claims shall be approved or rejected 
in writing and the date thereof given. Failure to act upon any 
claim or demand within sixty (60) days from the date the same is 
filed with the City Clerk shall be deemed a rejection thereof. (Ratified 
Gen. Mun. Elec. 4/10/56, Amend. No. 4; Approved by State Legislature, 
Concurrent Res. No. 3 on 1/9/57). 

SECTION 1450. CONTRACTS ON PUBLIC WORKS. 

Every contract involving an expenditure of more than Two Thousand 
Dollars ($2,000.00) for the construction or improvement, excluding 
maintenance and repair, of public buildings, works, streets, drains, 
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sewers, utilities, parks and playgrounds, and each separate purchase 
of materials or supplies for the same, where the expenditure required 
for such purchase shall exceed the sum of Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) 
shal1 be let to the lowest responsible bidder after notice by publication 
in the official newspaper by two or more insertions, the first of 
which shall be at least ten days before the time for opening bids; 
or if there is no newspaper, then by posting copies of such notiQe 
in at 1east three public places in said City. 

The City Council may reject any and all bids presented and 
may readvertise in its discretion. After rejecting bids, or if no 
bids are received, the City Council may declare and determine that, 
in its opinion, the work in question . may be performed better or 
more economically by the City with its own employees, or that the 
material or supplies may be purchased at a lower price in the open 
market, and after the adoption of a resolution to this effect by 
at least a five-sevenths vote, it may proceed to have said work 
done or such materials or supplies purchased in the manner stated, 
without further observance of the provisio~s of this section. Such 
contract may be let and such purchases made without advertising 
for bids, if such work, or the purchase of such materials or supplies 
shall be deerneq by the City Council to be of urgent necessity for 
the preservation of life, health or property, and shall be authorized 
by at 1east a five-sevenths vote. (Ratified Spec. Elec. 10/29/57, 
Amend. No. 2; Approved by State Legislature Concurrent Res. No. 
1 op 2/4/58). 

SECTION 1451. PUBLISHING OF LEGAL NOTICES. 

In the event that there is more than one newspaper of general 
circulation printed and published in the City, the City Council 
shall, annually, prior to the beginning of each fiscal year, publish 
a notice inviting bids and contract for the publication of all legal 
notices required to be published in a newspaper o~ general circulation 
printed and published in said City. Said contract shall include 
the printing and publishing of all such legal notices during the 
ensuing fiscal year. In the event there is only one newspaper of 
general ciruclation printed and published in the City, then the 
City Council shall have the power to contract with such newspaper 
for the printing and publishing of such legal notices without being 
required to advertise for bids therefor. In no case shall the price 
charged for the publication of such notices exceed the customary 
rate charged by such newspaper for the publication of legal notices 
of a private character. 

SECTION 1460. FRANCHISES. 

Franchises may be granted to persons, firms or corporations 
upon such terms, conditions, restrictions, or limitations as may 
be prescribed by the City Council by ordinance, but no franchise 
shall be granted without reserving to the City adequate compensation 
for the privilege conferred. (Ratified Gen. Mun. Elec. 4/10/56, 
Amend. No. 5; Approved by State Legislature Concurrent Res. No. 
3 on 1/9/57) . 

ARTICLE 15 - AIRPORT FUND 

SECTION 1500. AIRPORT FUND. 

There shall be in the treasury of the City a separate fund 
to be designated as the "Airport Fund" and under such fund there 
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may be such accounts as may be necessary or convenient. From time 
to time as the same are received, all fees, tolls, rentals, charges, 
proceeds from the sale of property, and other revenues received 
by the City from or in connection with the use or operation of any 
airport facilities owned, controlled or operated by the City shall 
be placed in said Airport Fund. (Ratified Spec. Elec. 10/29/57., 
Amend. No. -1; Approved by State Legislature Concurrent Res. No. 
1 on 2/4/58) • · 

SECTION 1501. AIRPORT FUND USES. 

Moneys in the Airport Fund shall be used only for the following 
purposes and in the following order of priority, to wit: 

1) For the payment or providing for payment, including payments 
into any reserve or sinking funds 1 as the same falls due, of the 
principal of and interest on any bonds of the City, issued for the 
acquisition, construction, improvement or financing of airport facilities 
or for additions 1 betterments, extensions or capital improvements 
thereto. 

2) For the current 1 necessary and reasonable costs and expenses 
to the City of operating and maintaining airp9rt facilities owned, 
controlled or 'operated by the City, but without allowance for depreciation 
or obsolescence, or for additions 1 betterments, extensions or capital 
improvements thereto. 

3) After paying or providing for all payments under subparagraph 
(1) above which are due or which will become due during the next 
ensuing 12 months' period, and after paying or providing for all 
current costs and expenses under subparagraph (2) above, any balance 
which remains from time to time in the Airport Fund and the several 
accounts therein may be used for the purpose of acquiring, constructing, 
or improving airport facilities or for additions, . betterments, extensions 
or capital improvements thereto (including deposits in reserve or 
depreciation reserves or accounts established for that purpose) , 
and any part of such balance not then needed for such purposes may 
be used for any lawful purpose. (Ratified Gen. Mun. Elec. 4/10/62, 
Amend. No. l; Approved by State Legislature Concurrent Res. No. 
21 on 4/13/62). 

SECTION 1502. DEFINITION OF AIRPORT FACILTIES. 

As used in this Article 15 the term "airport facilities" means 
all property of any kind heretofore or hereafter acquired by the 
City for airport purposes or for the direct or indirect development 
and promotion of air commerce, air manufacture, air navigation, 
air transportation, aviation, or for matters incidental to or used 
in connection with any of the foregoing, and all land (formerly 
known as "The Lomita Flight Strip") acquired by the City from the 
United States of America by quitclaim deed dated March 5, 1948. 
(Ratified Gen. Mun. Elec. 4/10/62 1 Amend. No. l; Approved by State 
Legislature Concurrent Res. No. 21 on 4/13/62) •. 

SECTION 1503. ARTICLE 15 NOT A COVENANT. 

Nothing in this Article 15 shall be deemed to be a covenant 
which shall be enforceable by any holder of any bond of the City. 
(Ratified Gen. Mun. Elec. 4/10/62, Amend. No. l; Approved by State 
Legislature Concurrent Res. No. 21 on 4/13/62). 

L - . • 
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ARTICLE 16 - MISCELLANEOUS 

SECTION 1600. DEFI NITIONS. 

Whenever in this Charter the word "City" occurs, it means 
the City of Torrance, and every department, board o r officer, whenever 
either is mentioned, means a department, board or officer, as the 
case may be , of the City 0£ Torrance. 

SECTION 1610. INVALIDITY. 

If any section or part of a section of this Charter proves 
to be invalid, it shall not be held to invalidate or impair the 
validity of any other section or part of a section, unless it clearly 
appears that such other section or part of a section is dependent 
for its opera tion upon the section or part of a section so held 
invalid . 

SECTION 1620. AMENDMENTS. 

Thi s Charter ma y be amended in accordance with the provisions 
of Section 8 , Article XI, of the Constitution of the State of California. 

SECTION 16 30 . OPERATING " DRAW POKER" ESTABLISHMENT WHERE FEE CHARGED. 

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to 
engage in the managing , carrying on or conducting or permitting 
the carrying on, or permitting the use of any room, shop, apartment 
or other place within the City of Torrance where tables or other 
a rtic les of furnitur e are used by the public for the playing of 
the game of cards, known or generally designated as 11 draw poker" 

. and for which a fee or compensation is charged or payable by the 
player of such game or games wi thin the City of Torrance. (Ratified 
Gen. Mun . Elec. 4/13/48, Amend . No . 3; Approved by State Legislature 
Concurrent Res. No . 8 on 1/6/49). 

SECTION 1640. EXPOSURE OF FEMALE BREASTS PROHIBITED. 

It shall be unlawful and a public nuisance to expose o r procure, 
or to counsel or assist in the e x posure within the City of Torrance 
of, the breast or breasts of any living human female for the purpose 
of public display, amusement, entertainment, or in connection with 
the sale or service of any commodity. For the purpose of this section, 
female breasts shall include the medial and lateral lower quadrants, 
or the nipple or areola, or any other portion of the lower half 
of the breasts . Each such display shall be considered a separate 
offense subject to separate criminal prosecution. The adoption 
of this section shall not preclude the City Council from adopting 
more restrictive ordinances further regulating the aforesaid subject 
matter. (Rati.fied Gen. Mun . Elec . 4/12/66, Amend . No . 11 C 11

; Approved 
by State Legis lature Concurrent Res. No. 60 on 5/25/66). 

SECTION 1650 . CITY JUDGE . 

The City Judge shall be an elector of the City, admitted to 
practice before the Supreme Court of the State of California and shall 
have been in active practice in said State for at least three years 
next preceding his appointment. The City Judge shall be Judge of the 
City Court and shall have the powers and per form the duties of a 
magistrate . 
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He may administer and certify oaths of affirmation, and take 
and certify acknowiedgments. A Justice of the Peace may, at the same 
time, ho1.d the office of City Judge. 

In a11 cases in which the City Judge is a party, or in which he 
is interested, or when he is related to either party, by consanguinity 
or affinity within the third degree or is otherwise disqualified, or 
in case of sickness or inability to act, the City Judge may call in a 
City Judge or a Justice of the Peach residing in the County of Los 
Angeles to act in his place and stead. 

S ".TION 1660. CITY COURT. 

A City Court is hereby established in the City, to be held by the 

09 

C y Judge of said City. The City Court shall have the same jurisdiction 
aw a Justice's Court of class B in all civil and criminal actions arising 
within the corporate limits of the C.ity antl which may be tried in such 
a Justice•s Court. The rules of practice and mode o~ proceedings in 
the City Court shall be the same as are or may be prescribed by law 
for Justice's Courts having like jurisdiction and in like cases; and 
appeals may be taken to the Superior Court of the County in which the 
City Court may be situated, from all judgments of said City Court, in 
like manner and with like effect as in cases of appeals from Justice's 
Courts of like jurisdiction. (Ratified Gen. Mun. Election 4/11/50, 
Amend. No. 14;. Approved by State Legislature, Concurrent Res. No. 32 
on 3/15/51). 

I . l>.--
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LIBRARY OPERATIONS: 

20. DONATIONS FROM MRS. DOROTHEA CREASEY AND VINCENT TYRRELL. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY LIBRARIAN: 
That Council accept the checks; that the money be placed ~n 
the Library Trust Fund Account; and that appropriate plaques 
be installed on the Donors' Wall at the Civic Center Library. 

There was grateful acceptance of these generous donations 
from Torrance residents ~- Mrs. Dorothea Creasey and Vincent 
Tyrrell -- with the direction th~t the Council's appreciation be 
conveyed to them. 

PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

21. . RECOMMENDATION FROM COUNCIL AD HOC COMMITTEE ON APPOINTED 
GROUPS. 
1. That there be expansion of the Torrance Oil Board to 

5 memberse modifying membership to reflect five 
citizen appointments serving a sp~cif ic term, 
beginning upon Council approval of this action and 
terminating June 30, 1977. 

2. Re: an Environmental Quality Commission# the Committee 
urges that Council include sign review and landscape 
beautification as functions of a possible Environmental 
Quality Commission. 

Present on this matter was Mr. Orin P. Johnson, SETHA president, 
who requested additional time for his group to study the subject 
recommendation pertaining to the Oil Board -- in any event, it was his 
recommendation that there be seven members on the Oil Board, rather 
than the Committee-recommended five members. 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to concur with the above 
recommendation of the Ad Hoc Committee on Appointed Groups. The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson~ and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable (Councilman. Surber absent). 

L 

At the request of Councilman Brewster, City Attorney Remelmeyer 
agreed to prepare alternate ordinances re: ·.oil Board membership ·cs· or 7?) for 
final acceptance by the Council. 

22. REQUEST . OF CROSSING GUARDS FOR SALARY AND WAGE SUPPLEMENTAL 
BENEFIT CONSIDERATIONS. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY MANAGER: 
That no pay adjustments be made. However, if the City Council 
wishes to consider this matter further, it is recommended that 
the matter be held for consideratio~ during budget workshops, 
at which time this pay raise and the resulting cost in funds 
can be weighed with other priorities in the budget process. 

On behalf of the large number of Crossing Guards present at the 
meeting, Mrs. Gloria Teal, 2004 West 238th Street, reaffirmed their 
communication of record and their requested pay and clothing allowance 
increase. 

8. City Council 
May 15, 1973 
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It was the consensus of the Council that Staff should analyze 
the subject request, compare with other cities, meet with the concerned 
Crossing Guards and like groups, etc. Specific data was requested by 
Councilman Brewster, as follows: how many Crossing Guards ar~ there by 
length of employment: number of hours of work per year: and the cost 
of turnover. 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to instruct Staff to meet with 
employees who are on a recurrent or seasonal basis, with recom..~endations 
to be made at the time of the budget workshop sessions. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Sciarretta, and roll call vote was unani.I_nously 
favorable (Councilman Surber absent). 

23. LEGISLATIVE INTER...~SHIP PROGRAM. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY MANAGER: 
That Council establish Tuesday 0 June 5, as the date for 
student interviews. 

MOTION: Mayor Miller moved to concur with the above recommenda
tion. His motion was seconded by Councilman Sciarrotta 0 and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Surber absent) . 

# # # 

The hour being 6:50 P.Moo Councilman Sciarretta moved to recess 
as the City Council 0 and reconvene as the Redevelopment Agency. His 
motion was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and approval was unanimous 
(Councilman Surber absent). At 6:55 P.M. the Council returned to 
consider, out of order: 

ADDENDA. ITEM: 

34. RESOLUTION RE: COLUMBIA PARK. 

RESOLUTION NO. 73-92 

A RESOLUTION· OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE RENEWING THEIR REQUEST 
OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF LOS ANGELES 
COUNTY TO ASSIST IN ACQUIRING THE ADDITIONAL 
LAND NECESSARY FOR THE DEVELOPMENT AND 
OPERATION OF FUTURE COLUMBIA PARK AS A 
REGIONAL PARK TO SERVE THE ENTIRE SOUTH 

BAY AREA. 

Councilman Sciarretta moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
73-92. His motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and carried, with 
roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Armstrong, Brewster, Sciarretta, Wilson, 
and Mayor Miller. 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: Uerkwitzo 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Surber. 

9. City Council 
May 15, 1973 

[
-. ..,. 

\ 

.\IH'• .... -. 



62 

(It was necessary for Councilman Wilson to leave the meeting at 
this time -- the hour was 7:00 P.M.) 

# # # 

24. PREMIUM PAY - SPECIAL ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2393 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANC~ AMENDING PART VI OF 

CHAPTER 7, pIVISION 1 OF THE TORRANCE 
MUNICIPAL CODE TO EFFECT REVISIONS IN 
CERTAIN HOURS, WAGES AND WORKING 

CONDITIONS • 

. 
(Noted 0 per Assistant to the City Manager Jackson, the last 

1ine of Section 1 (a) should read " .••• longer than 365 days." 
rather than 180 days.) 

Councilman Sciarretta moved for the approval of Ordinance No. 
2393, as aboyekamjnded 6 at its first reading. His motion was seconded 
b 

.
1 

uer. wi z . 
y Counci man/ an roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Absent: 

Councilmen Surber 0 Wilson). 

ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS: 

25. PROPOSED CATEGORICAL EXEMPTIONS FROM THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL 
QUALITY ACT. 

RECOMMENDATION OF E:t-J-VIRONMENTAL REVIEW BOARD: 
That the following classes of action be declared categorically 
exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental 
Quality Act: 

1. Horne Occupation Permits 
2. Fence Height Waivers 
3. Yard Setback Waivers 
4. Underground Utility Waivers 
5. Business licenses for temporary permits 
6. Changes in ownership of business licenses 
7. Changes in types of alcoholic ·. beverage permits 
8. Licenses approved by the License Review Committee where 

such licenses involve the use of existing 
facilities only. 

9. Conversions of multiple-family apartment buildings 
to condominiums. 

10. Water mains, sewage, electrical, gas and other 
utility extensions or repair of reasonable 
length to serve approved construction. 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved ~o concur with the above 
recommendation of the Environmental Review Board. His motion, seconded 
by Councilman Brewster, was unanimously approved by roll call vote 
(Absent: Councilmen Surber, Wilson). 

10. City Council 
May 15, 1973 

~ 

·r 



PLANNING MATTERS: 

26. FINAL TRACT MAP NO. 29644. 
Subdivider: 
Engineer: 
Location: 

Don Wilson Builders. 
Engineering Service Corporation. 
Between 230th Place and 23lst Street e/o Pennsy~vania 

Avenue. 
No. of Lots: 10 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER/PLANNING DIRECTOR: 
That subject Final Tract Map be approved. 

MOTION: Councilman Sciarretta moved to concur with the above 
recommendation of the.City Engineer and Planning Director. The motion, 
seconded by Councilman Armstrong, was unanimously approved by r911 
call vote (Absent: Councilmen Surber, Wilson). 

HEARINGS - OTHER THAN PLANNING AND ZONING: 

27. CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING on Report of Cost of Construction of 
Curb, Gutter, Sidewalk and Driveways (Chapter 27, Short Form 
1911 Act, 71-4 and 72-2). 

Mayor Miller announced that this is the time and place for the 
hearing on Report of Cost of Construction on Projects' 71-~ ~nd~72~2--~~ 
Chapter 27, Short Form 1911 Act. · 

At the Mayor's question, Deputy City Clerk Moss advised that 
notices were mailed and posted. 

Written protests , were made a matter of record at the first 
hearing on this matter, per City Engineer Weaver. 

There being no one who wished to be heard, Councilman Uerkwitz 
moved that the hearing be closed. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Sciarrotta 6 ,and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Absent: 
Councilmen Surber, Wilson). 

At the request of Mayor Miller, Deputy City Clerk Moss assigned 
a number and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 73-101 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF-THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE ASSESSING THE COST OF CONSTRUCTION 
OF CURB, GUTTERS, SIDEWALKS, AND DRIVEWAY IN 
FRONT OF CERTAIN PROPERTY IN SAID CITY 
PURSUA..~ TO CHAPTER 27# DIVISION 7 OF THE 
STREETS AND HIGHWAYS CODE (SHORT FORM 

IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 1911, 71-4) 

Councilman Armstrong moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
73-101. His motion was seconded by Mayor Miller, and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable (Absent: Councilmen Surber, Wilson). 
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RESOLUTION NO. 73-102 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE ASSESSING THE COST OF CONSTRUCTION 
OF CURBS, GUTTERS, SIDEWALKS, AND DRIVEWAYS 

IN FRONT OF CERTAIN PROPERTY IN SAID CITY 
PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 27, DIVISION 7 OF THE 
STREETS AND HIGHWAYS CODE (SHORT FORM 
IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 1911, 72-2). 

Councilman Sciarretta moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
73-102. His motion 9 seconded by·Councilman Armstrong, was unanimously 
approved by roll call vote (Absent: Councilmen Surber, Wilson). 

28. WEED ABATEMENT PROGRAM FOR 1973 (Job Noo 73131). 

RESOLUTION NO . 73-103 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE DECLARING THAT WEEDS GROWING 

UPON AND IN FRONT OF CERTAIN PRIVATE 
PROPERTIES IN THE CITY ARE A SEASONAL AND 
RECURRENT NUISA.i.~CE u AND DECLARING ITS 
INTENTION TO PROVIDE FOR THE ABATEMENT 

THEREOF. 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
73-103. His motion was seconded by Councilman Sciarretta, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable (Absent: Councilm~n Surber, Wilson). 

APPEALS - OTHER THAN PLANNING AND ZONING: 

29. CONTINUATION OF APPEAL OF H.B. HALICK! PRODUCTIONS 9 LTD. OF 
ADMINISTRATIVE DENIAL REGARDING FILMING IN TORRANCE. 

RECOMMENDATIO~ OF CITY MANAGER: 
Based on the May 11 0 1973 report of the Police Chief, the 
City Manager reaffirms his recommendation to deny 
Mr. Halicki's request. 

MOTION: Councilman Sciarretta moved to concur with the above 
recommendation of the City Manager. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Armstrong, and approval was unanimous (Absent: Councilmen 
Surber, Wilson). 

###Reconsidered -- See Page l3 . 

30. WATER MAIN EXTENSION CF..ARGE - FIRST PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, INC. 

RECOMMENDATION OF WATER SYSTEM MANAGER_: 
That Council concur with action declaring null and void the 
May 25, 1972, MunicipaL Wat;__Et._r Department statement to First 
Pentecostal Church, I nct?;7recr>futir.ating the need for payment of 
an amount of $536.25 as a refund of prorated constructions 
costs of a 6-inch water main alortg 236th Place between 
Arlington Avenue and Cabrillo Avenue. 
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MOTION: Councilman Uerkwitz moved to concur with the recommenda
tion of the Water System Manager. His motio~ was seconded by Councilman 
Sciarretta: roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Absent: Councilmen 
Surber, Wilson). 

Reverend Smith, 2147 West 237th Street, expressed his appreciation 
to Water System Manager Borgwat for his research in this matter and for 
Council's concurrence in same. 

# # # 

The Counci1 now returned t0: 
### 
Item 29. Mr. Ha1icki arrived at this point in the meeting, and was 
advised of the earlier action taken by the Council. 

MOTION: Councilman Uerkwitz moved to reconsider agenda item 
#29. His motion was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable (Absent: Councilmen Surber, Wilson). 

Mr. Balicki deemed the May 11, 1973 communication of Chief of 
Police Nash "false and very misleading", filled with inaccuracies, 
and, in some cases, outright lies -- Mr. Balicki requested an opportunity 
to disprove the subject letter. Mayor Miller indicated that he did not 
wish to "close the door", and maintained the proponent's right to prove 
his case. 

MOTION: Councilman Brewster moved to continue Item #29 for 
three weeks (to the Council meeting of June 5, 1973) to give 
Mr. Balicki appropriate time to respond to the May_llth communication, 
with such material to be provided Staff by May 30th. The motion 
was seconded by Councilman Armstrong. 

A SUBSTITUTE MOTION was offered by Councilman Uerkwitz: That 
the Council hear this matter at this time to determine if there is any 
new evidence regarding the filming of this movie -- of particular 
concern is the fact'that ·wliat has been presented has no bearing on the 
merits of a commercial venture on Hawthorne Boulevard. There was .no 
second to the motion. 

The main motion to continue Item #29 carried, with roll call vote 
as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Armstrong, Brewster, Sciarretta, 
and Mayor Miller. 

NO~S: COUNCILMEN: Uerkwitz (for above stated reason). 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Surber, Wilson . 

. ROUTINE MATTERS: 

31. EXPENDITURES OVER $300: 

RECOMMENDATION OF F INANCE DIRECTOR: 
That Council approve the following purchases: 

13. 
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A. BUDGETED ITEMS: 

1. $300~30 to Western Belting Company for various Mobile 
Street Sweeper repair parts as requested by the City 
Garage. 

2. $3781.58 to Hersey Products, Inc. for various He~sey Water 
Meter repair parts as requested by the Water Department 
to repair defective water meters. 

3. $330.75 to B&H Carpet Company for noise attentuation 
carpeting installed in, the Data Processing-Keypunch 
Room and in the MT/ST Word Processing System Room on 
the third floor as requested by the City Manager's 
office. 

4. $1765.05 to Aaron Envelope Company for an annual contract 
to supply 170,000 recycled material envel9pes for all 
City departments. 

5. $511.58 to L.F.E. Service Company for necessary repair 
service to City traffic signal controller equipment as 
requested by the Traffic and Lighting Department. 

6. $540.75 to Continental Canvas, Inc. for eight each heavy 
duty salvage covers _requested by the Fire Department as 
replacements. 

7. $912.85 to Southern California Fence Company for various 
chain link fence materials requested by the Park and 
Recreation Department for fencing the north side slope at 
Los Arboles Park. 

8. $315.00 to Kelton House for ·so mementos with City logos 
affixed for Armed Forces Day as requested by Administration. 

9. $630.00 to T.T.C. Trammell Company for 12,000 Recreation 
Department special award ribbons as requested by the Park 
and Recreation Department. 

10. $346.50 to International Film Bureau, Inc. for two training 
films on "Cardiac Resuscitation" requested by the Police 
Department. 

B. REIMBURSABLE ITEMS: 

11. $1049.58 to Pacific Athletic for 24 dozen stenciled sport 
shirts (knit type) requested by the Park and Recreation 
Department for use with summer parttime Recreation Staff. 
The City is reimbursed for this expenditure from each 
employee who wears one. 

32. WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION COVERAGE FOR PEP EMPLOYEES. 

RECOMMENDATION OF PERSONNEL MANAGER: 
That the State Compensation Insurance Fund application be approved. 
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MOTION: Councilman Sciarretta moved to concur with the recom
mendations on agenda items #31 and #32. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Uerkwitz, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable 
(Absent: Councilmen Surber, Wilson). 

6~ 

33. PROPOSED CHANGE ORDER' FOR CARSON STREET FROM CRENSHAW BOULEVARD 
TO WESTERN AVENUE. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER: 
That the three acacia trees on,the south side of Carson 
Street between Martina Avenue and Arlington Avenue be 
protected by parking prohibition and the construction of 
street improvements per A1ternate #1 (per subject sketch) 
be approved. 

Present on this matter were Mr. *1arry Matthews, representing 
the First Baptist Church at 2118 Carsoif,;0indicated their willingness 
to have two of the trees removed if it would help the City in any 
way to the end that the street would be widened and loss of on-street 
parking would be avoided -- and the owner of the Belfair Cleaners who 
advised that the tree roots have been damaged on the tree at 2006 
Carson. 

City Engineer Weaver reviewed the considerable research which 
has gone into this matter -- the pros and cons of retention of the 
trees -- the resultant compromise reflects the Council's desire to 
save the trees and still provide parking. 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to concur with Staff 
reconu,nendationcand Alternate 1 which provides for one on-street 
parking space in front of Belfair Cleaners and a harrow right-turn lane 
onto Arlington Avenue. The motion was seconded by Councilman Brewster, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilmen Surber, Wilson 
absent) . 

# # # 

Re: Agenda Item #12: 

Mr. Dick Miller advised that he was interested in this item, 
and had missed the earlier consideration by Council. 

MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to reconsider agenda item 
#12. The motion was seconded by Mayor Miller, and carried, with roll 
call vote as follows: . 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Armstrong, Brewster, Sciarrotta, and 
Mayor Miller. 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: Uerkwitz. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Surber, Wilson. 

At the request of Mayor Miller, City Attorney Remelmeyer clarified 
the Council's earlier action for the benefit of Mr. Miller. 
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A recommended revision in the lot layout whereby two buildable 
lots would result was proposed by Mr. Miller (who likewise reiterated 
his desire to bid on the subject property). The merits of the sug
gestion"lere acknowledged by Mayor Miller who requested that City 
Attorney Remelmeyer contact Mr. Engelman (now departed from the 
meeting) regarding the above suggestion. 

MOTION: Councilman Sciarretta moved that Item #12 be continued 
until the Council meeting of May i2, 1973. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Armstrong 0 and roll call vote was unanimously favorable 
(Absent: Councilmen Surber 0 Wilson). 
34. Considered earlier in the m~eting# Page 9. 
35. Proclamation - Page 2. 

ORAL COMM'"JNICATIONS: 

36. City Manager Ferra=o noted the May 24th and 25th Symposium on 
Revision of California Public Employee Bargaining Laws at San Francisco, 
and the req~est of the Civil Service Commission that one Commissioner 
and the Executive Officer be permitted to attend; Mr. Ferraro confirmed 
that there are available funds for this purpose. 

It was further noted by Mr. Ferraro that the subject matter 
will 1nclude the Morretti labor relaticns bill -- in that the Council 
has not yet taken a position in this regardg it is his opinion that 
no position should be taken by a City group. 

MOTIO~: Mayor Miller moved to grant the subject request, with 
the stipulation as above stated. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Uerkwitz 0 and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Absent: 
Councilmen Surberi Wilson). 

37. The highlights proposed for the annual Armed Forces Day this 
coming weekend were described by Sr. Administrative Assistant Meyer. 

38. Physical disaster . for Staff members was regretfully reported 
by City Manager Ferraro: Ailing are Building and Safety Director 
McKinnon; City Traffic Engineer Horkay; and City Clerk Coil. 

39. City Manager Ferraro recorded the imposing fact that this 
Council meeting is the last to be attended by Fire Chief Lucas -
his long anticipated retirement from City employment has now become 
a reality. The good wishes of all present for a happy, successful 
retirement were extended Chief Lucas. 

40. Staff investigation cf the used car lot at Hawthorne and 
190th as to landscaping was requested by Councilman Brewster. 

41. Cour-cilman Sciarretta indicated approval, in principle, with 
the manner in which the City Manager is pursuing the matter of the 
Naval Annex property -- it was Mr. Sciarrotta's request that the 
Council be kept informed as to the progress in this regard. 

42. Councilman Uerkwitz made the following prepared oral communication: 

"The Torrance Police Department recently completed an investiga
tion into the most horrendous murders in the fifty-year history of the 
City. Chief of Police Donald E. Nash and his investigators, ably 
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assisted by the Los Angeles Sheriff's Department Homicide Bureau, 
worked long and hard, devoting many, many hours of their own time to 
bring the solving of these cases to the proper conclusion. 

"I'm speaking, of course, about the four senseless murders at 
the Rolling Hills Theatre in February of this year. Those murders 
were followed closely by another slaying at the T.G. & Y. Department 
Store in March. Senseless is all you can call such a brutal act, 
when you consider that the killer only obtained a few thousand 
dollars in exchange for the lives of these five citizens of our 
community. 

"Working with only slim leads and information that led from 
one dead-end to anoth~r, Chief Nash and his men brought the case to 
an end by plain old digging, following frustrating false trails and 
finally zeroing in on the demented person responsible for t~ese 
ghastly acts. 

"My purpose in making this presentation is to express our 
appreciation to Chief Nash, his team of persistent investigators, 
the able men of Sheriff Peter Pitchess' Homicide investigat@rs and 
to the criminalists who put together a completed investigation report 
that exceeded 200 pages in length." 

43, Mr. Bill Largent, 18832 Felbar, noted the interest of CHAT 
in Information Item D - Helicopter Landing Facility for Torrance ' 
Memorial Hospital - it was confirmed by City Manager Ferraro that 
such a request would be processed by way of a Conditional Use 
Permit, with at~endant hearings, etc. 

The meeting was regularly adjourned at 8:10 P.M. 
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Ava Cripe 
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