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April 24, 1973 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETIN\?: 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

The Torrance City Council convened in a Regular Meeting on 
Tuesday, April .24e 1973, at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers at 
Torrance City Hall. 

2 . ROLL CALL: 

Present: Councilmen Brewster 0 Sciarrottav Surbero Uerkwitzb 
WilscnJ and Mayor Miller. Councilman Armstrcng arrived at 8:00 
P.M. Absent: None. 

Also present: City Manager Ferraro, Assistant City Manager 
Scharfmani City Attorney Remelmeyer, City Clerk Coil, and City 
Treasurer Rupert. 

3 . FLAG SALUTE: 

Mr. Henry Nowicki led in the salute to tbe flag. 

4 ~ INVOCATION: 

The Reverend Edward Clark 0 St. James Catholic Church, gave 
the following invocation: 

· ·"OH, GOD• WE ARE AWARE OF YOUR PRESENCE WITH US 
ALWAYS. WE TF..ANK YOU FOR YODR GOODNESS TO US. 
WE ASK YOU TO HELP US AS WE Jv1'..EET THAT WE MAY BE 
MCRE AWARE OF YOUR PRESENCE, Al'JD TF.:AT WE MAY 
ALWAYS DO WF.AT IS PLEASING TO YOU." 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Councilman Sciarretta moved that the minutes of April lOo 1973 
be approved as recorded. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Wilson 0 and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Absent: 
Co~r.cilman Armstrong)" 

6 . APPROVAL OF DEMANDS: 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved that all properly audited demands be 
paid. His mction, seconded by Ccurrcilman Brewster 0 was unanimously 
approved by roll call vote (Councilman Armstrong absent) . 

1. City Council 
April 24, 1973 
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7. MOTION TO WAIVE fl.JRTHER READING: 

Councilman Surber moved that after the Clerk h.as given a. 
nwr~er and read title to any resolution or ordinance on tonight's 
agenda~ the further reading thereof be waived~ reserving and 
guaranteeing to each Councilman the right to demand the reading of 
any such resolution or ordinance in regular order. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Brewster 9 and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable (Councilman Armstrong absent)o 

8. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

Finance Committee: 
Co~ncilman Sciarretta repcrted on this ccrnn:ittee's study re: 
rnodificatioh of the cil barrel tax in view of secondary 
recovery cperatio~s 2 ar.d other alternative scurces of 
revenue ~= a report will be made at the forthcoming budget 
workshcp sessicns. 

Legislative Committee: 
Will meet on April 27th at 8:30 A.M. 

Ehvirc~rnental CcrrmittEe: 
Ccuncilrnan Uerkwitz advised that a firm date 'has not yet been 
established -- when it is kr.own 0 there will be appropriate 
notification. 

# # # 

City Manager Ferraro advised that Councilman Armstrong would not 
arrive a~ the meeting ur.til approximately 8:00 P.M., due to a personal 
emergency 2 aLd has requested that Item 23 be held until his arrival. 
There were r.o objections £ and it was so ordered. 

The need for an Exec~tive Sessicil to provide for a progress 
report on rneeti~gs re: salaries 0 ho~rs~ and worki~g ccnditions 0 was 
also noted by Mr. Ferraroo 

# # # 

PRESE!'-<"TATIONS: 

9. BORDER STHEET SAMCAN CHURCH SIN1~ING GROUP. 

(Net present) . 

PROCLfa ... MATICSS: 

10. Secretaries Week 0 April 23-29, 1973. 

11. Postal Week 0 April 29 - May 5 0 1973. 

12. Mental Health Week May 14-21, 1973. 
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13. Open House Day, April 29, 1973, California State College -
Dominguez Hills. 

14. National Fire Service Recognition Day 1 May 12, 1973. 

ADDENDUM ITEM: 
31. Keep America Beautiful Day ~ April 28, 1973. 

So proclaimed by Mayor Miller (Items 10,11,12 0 13,14, and 31.) 

·SEW°E:RS AND DRAINAGE: 

15. RESOLUTION re: Approval cf Ccnstruction of 1970 Bond Issue 
Project No. 9814, Unit 2. 

RESOLUTION NO. 73=74 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE APPROVING THE 1970 BOND 
ISSUE PROJECT 9814u UNIT 2, AND GRANTING 
PERMISSION TO THE LOS A..~GELES COUNTY FLOOD 
CONTROL DISTRICT TO CONSTRUCT AND MAINTAIN 
SAID STORM DPAINS WITHIN THE PUBLIC STREETS 

IN THE CITY OF TORRAi..~CE. 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 73-74. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Sciarrotta 0 and roll call vote 
was unanimously favcrable (Co~ncilman Armstror.g absent) . 
15A. Negative Declaration for Subject Project ~- Page 9. 
REAL PROPERTY: 

16. SALE OF SURPLUS CITY-OWNED PROPERTY LOCATED AT 232ND STREET 
Ai.~D ARLINGTON AVENUE . 

RECOMMENDATION OF LAND MANAGE!'1_E~"'T TEAM: 
That the City Council: 
1. Approve the sale of the subject parcel in accordance with 

the Notice to Bidders attached, and that the fees due the 
232nd Street Assessment District A-11-5.9-1 in the amount 
of $462.00, and the fee due Drainage District BA in the 
amount of $709.02 be paid out of the General Fund prior 
to the sale of this property. . 

2. Adopt the subject resolution approving the selection of 
Harry J. Blee to appraise the subject property for a fee 
of $350.00. 

MOTION: Councilman Uerkwitz moved to concur with the above recom­
mendations of the Land Management Team. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Surber, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable 
(Councilman Armstrong absent). 

RESOLUTION NO. 73-75 

A RESOLUTION OV THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND 

3 . City Council 
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CITY CLERK TO EXEC'lJTE AND ATTEST THAT 
CERTAIN AGREEMENT FOR APPRAISAL SERVICES 
BETWEEN THE CITY Ai."'JD F.ARRY J" BLEE. 

(232ND STREE·r A..~D ARLINGTON) 

Councilman Sciarretta moved for the adoptio~ of Resolution_ No. 
73-75. His motion was seconded by Councilman Brewster 8 and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Armstrong absent) . 

TRAFFIC AND LIGHTING: 

17. RESOLUTION re: traffic signals 8 Hillside Village Shopping Center. 

RESOLUTION NO. 73-76 

A RESOLUTICN OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTROR:ZING TEE MAYOR 
AND CITY CLERK TO EXECl:'TE &'TD ATTEST THAT 
CERTAIN AGREEMENT FOR THE INS'IALLAT~ON AND 
MAINTENA...~CE OF TRAFFIC SIGNALS ON HAWTHOR..~E 

BOULEVARD AT THE ENTRANCE ~O HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
SHOPPING CENTER OPPOSITE VIA VALMONTE (AL 

LEVITT 0 dba HILLSIDE VILLAGE) . 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved for the adopticn of Resolution No. 
73=76. His motion was seccnded by Councilman S~rber 0 and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable (Cc~ncilman Armstrong absent). 

18. ELIMINATION OF CROSSIK.3 GvARD ASSIGNf.'.E~T AJ; THE INTERSECTION 
OF 166TH STREET A..~D VA~J NESS AVENu"E , 

RECOMMENDATION OF TR}\FFIC AND LIG!:."T ING DEPAR.TME~T, TRAFFIC 
COMMISSION , k~D PO~ICE DEPARTMENT , 
That the crossing · guard assigr.mer;.t at the intersection of 
l66th Street and Van Ness Aven~e be eliminated. 

MOTION: Councilman Surber moved to ccncur with the abcve recom­
mendation. His motion was seconded by Councilman Wilsen. and roll call 
vote was unanimously favcrable (Councilman Armstrcng absent). 

It was the comment of Councilmar. Brewster that Staff and others 
involved in this matter exhibited-excellent publ~c relations work. 

COMMISSION MATTERS: 

19. COMMISSIC!~ VACA..'JCIES. 

RECOMME~-JDATIO!'.J OF CITY CLERK: 
That the existing vacar.cies be filled as seen as possible. 

It was the ccnsensus of the Co~ncil that this matter be held in 
abeyance until the Ad Hoc CcITmittee on Appointed Groups recoITLmendations 
are available. 

4. City Council 
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20. LEONARD G. PICKARD db a LEN 'S LU~JCH SERVI CE ~ Application 
for permit to operate lunch truck on Ai~port premises. 

RECOMMENDATION OF AIRPORT COMMISSION: 
That Council approve the waiver of the monthly or advance 
yearly rent requirement for said permit. 

MOTION: Councilman Sciarretta moved to concur with the recom­
mendation of the Airport Commission. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Uerkwitz, and roll call vote was unanimously fayorable 
(Councilman Armstrong abse:r:t) . 

ITEMS NOT OTHERWISE CLASSIFIED: 

21. RESOLUTION re: Weed Abatement Program fer 1973 (Jcb No. 73131). 

RESOLUTION NO. 73-77 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE DECLARING TF..AT WEEDS GROWING 
UPON AND IN FRONT OF CERTAIN PRIVATE 

PROPERTIES IN TH~ CITY ARE A SEASONAL AND 
RECURRENT NUISANCE, JI.ND DECLARING ITS 
INTENTION TC PROVIDE FOR THE ABATEMENT 

THEREOF. 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved for the adopticn.of Resolutio:r: No. 
73-77; the motion was seconded by Councilman Surber 0 and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable (Councilman Armstrcng absent) , 

It was noted by Councilman-Wilson that the unpaved Crenshaw/ 
Cherry Avenue (noted by him on April 10, l973)is incorporated in the 
subject Weed Abatement Program -- it was his request that a courtesy 
letter go forward to the property cwner to the end that the property 
might be completely cleaned up. 

A necessary amer.dment to Resoluticn Noo 73-77 was pointed cut 
by City Attorney Remelmeyer -- the hour cf 7:00 P.M. for the hearing 
should be set forth. Councilman Brewster MOVED to so amend 
Resolution No. 73-77. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Sciarrotta 0 and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Absent: 
Councilman Armstrong) . 

ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS: 

22 o ENVIRONME~~AL IMPACT REPORT F'JR PRAIRIE~MADRCNA. 

RESOLUTION NC. 73~78 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY cou;~cIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AL~HORIZING THE EXECUTION 
OF THAT CERTAIN AGREE.MEN'I' BETWEEN THE CITY 
OF TORR&~CE AND OWEN MEi~ARD AND ASSOCIATES 
FOR THE PREPARATION OF ~~~ ENVIRONME~TAL 

IMPACT RFPORT. 
(PRAIRIE AVENUE) 
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Councilman Sciarretta moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
73-78. His motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll call 
vote was uhanin}dl,l,'!::rly· fa.vo.rable (Counciiman Armstrong absetit) . 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to approve an appropriation 
of $6 9 000 in 2107 Gas Tax Funds (Job #67028). The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Sciarretta, and roll call vote was unani­
mously favorable (Councilman Armstrong absent). 

23. SECONDARY OIL RECOVERY A..~D SETHA PROTEST AGAINST THE WATER 
FLOOD OF SOUTHEAST TORRA:.~CE - CITY OF LOS A..~GELES JOUGHIN 
UNIT. 

Held for later in the meeting see Pages 10-16 c 

HEARINGS - OTHER THAN PLANNIN3 AND ZONING: 

24. PUBLIC HEARING ~ Construction of gutter 0 sidewalks 0 and 
driveways on the north side of 235th Street between 
Crenshaw Boulevard and Pennsylvania Avenue (Chapter 27~ 
1911 Act, 73-1) 

Mayor Miller announced that this is the time .and place for the 
subject public hearing. 

City Engineer Weaver announced that a petition had been received 
from 4 out of the 9 affected properties asking that the curbs, gutters, 
and s ·idewa-lks be constructed -- bonds hav·e been received from 4 of the 
remaining parcels, guaranteeing the accomplishment of these improvements 
when called for by the City -- therefore, 8 out of the 9 properties are 
conunitted to the subject improvements. Mr. Weaver also confirmed that 
there had been proper notification regarding this hearing; further, no 
written protests have been recei~ed. 

It was the recom..mendation of City Engineer Weaver thati on 
Council direction to proceed, the property owners would then be 
notified to put in the improvements ) and if not p ut in within 60 
days 0 installation would then .be done by the City , with a later hearing 
before Council to make an assessment to the benefitting properties. 

There being no one present who wished to speak 6 Coun~ilman 

Uerkwitz moved that the hearing be closedc Eis motion was seconded 
by Councilman Wilson: roll call vote was unanimously favorable 
(Councilman Armstrong absent) • 

MOTION: Councilman Sciarretta mcved to concur with the recom­
mendation of the City Engineer that he be directed to proceed in 
conformance with the provisions of Division 7Q Part 3, Chapter 27 of 
the Streets and Highways Code. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Surber, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman 
Armstrong absent). 

(Note: Verbal protest on Page 17, Item #400) 

6. City Council 
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AIRPORT MATTERS: 

20. LEONARD G. PICKARD dba LEN'S LU:JCH SERVICE~ Application 
for permit to operate lunch truck on Ai~port premises. 

RECOMMENDATION OF AIRPORT COMMISSION: 
That Council approve the waiver of the monthly or advance 
yearly rent requirement for said permit. 

MOTION: Councilman Sciarretta moved to concur with the recom­
mendation of the Airport Conunission. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Uerkwitz, and roll call vote was unanimously fayorable 
(Councilman Armstrong abser..t) . 

ITEMS NOT OTHERWISE CLASSIFIED: 

21. RESOLUTION re: Weed Abatement Program fer 1973 (Jcb No. 73131). 

RESOLUTION NO. 73-77 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE DECLARING TF.AT WEEDS GROWING 
UPON AND IN FRONT OF CERTAIN PRIVATE 

PROPERTIES IN TH~ CITY ARE A SEASONAL AND 
RECURRENT NUISANCE, JI.ND DECLARING ITS 
INTENTION TO PROVIDE FOR THE ABATEMENT 

THEREOF. 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved for the adopticn.of Resolutior.. No. 
73-77~ the motion was seconded by Councilman Surber 0 and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable (Councilman Armstrcng absent) , 

It was noted by Councilman-Wilson that the unpaved Crenshaw/ 
Cherry Avenue (noted by him on April 10, 1973)is incorporated in the 
subject Weed Abatement Program -- it was his request that a courtesy 
letter go forward to the property cwner to the end that the property 
might be completely cleaned up. 

A necessary amendment to Resoluticn No. 73-77 was pointed out 
by City Attorney Remelmeyer -- the hour cf 7:00 P.M. for the hearing 
should be set forth. Councilman Brewster MOVED to so amend 
Resolution No. 73-77. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Sciarrotta 0 and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Absent: 
Councilman Armstrong) . 

ENVIROl;;MENTAL MATTERS: 

22. ENVIRONME~"TAL IMPACT REPORT FOR PRAIRIE~MADRCNA. 

RESOLUTION NC. 73-78 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY ccu:~CIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE Au~HORIZING THE EXECUTION 
OF THAT CERTAIN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY 
OF TORRlL~CE AND OWEN MEt;ARD AND ASSOCIATES 
FOR THE PREPARATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL 

IMPACT' RFPORT. 
(PRAIRIE A\7ENUE) 

5. City Council 
April 24 6 1973 



I F -~,-~ 

4·65 

ROUTINE MATTERS: 

25. EXPENDITURES OVER $300: 

RECOMMENDATION OF FINANCE DIRECTOR: 
That Council approve the following purchases: 

A. BUDGETED ITEMS: 

1. $403.32 to Johnny Gillette Tire Company for tire recapping 
services as requested.by the City Garage. 

2. $497.74 to Nixon-Egli Equipment Company for street sweeper 
gutter broom core segments as requested by the City Garage. 

3. $897.73 to World Dryer Corporation for seven each restroom 
hand dryer units as requested for use at City buildings. 

4. $496.18 to Johnson Stationers of Torrance for eight only 
chairs and one only storage cabinet requested by the Po.lice 
Department as replacements . 

. 5. $464.63 to Aaron Envelope for 30,000 printed envelopes 
requested by Central Servi~es for the City Clerk's 
office. 

6. $3771.73 to Bro-Dart 0 Inc. for 346 adult and 167 juvenile 
books. 

7. $1657.75 to Southern California Fence Company for various 
chain link fencing material as requested by the Park and 
Recreation Department. 

8. $552.25 to Oranco Supply for various sprinkler system 
parts requested by the Park and Recreation Department.for 
Fire Station #4. 

9. $447.83 to Pacific Union Metal Company for three security 
lighting poles requested by Traffic and Lighting for 
installation at Joslyn Center and Benstead Plunge. 

10. $660.45 to Blinker Lite for 85 flasher units (Paralta Brand) 
for barricades as requested by the Street and Water 
Departments. 

11. $375.38 to R&R Pallet for 130 wooden barricades requested 
by the Street Department as replacements. 

12. $3908.96 to Mail Well Envelopes for 600,000 water and trash 
notice·envelopes requested by Customer Services: This annual 
requirement will be delivered as requested by the Services 
Division. 

B. REIMBURSABLE ITEMS: 

13. $436020 to Hersey Products for one only Hersey Water Meter 
requested by the Water Department for installation at the 
Seiko Com~any. Payment has already been received for this 
service. 

7. City Council 
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14. $1236~57 _ to Vci.n L-~ngen Body Shop for repairs to i -972 
Plyrriotit::h--(Unit #7156) requested by the City -Garage-;' 

26. INSTALLATION- OF DRAPERY, OLDER SECTIONS OF CITY HALL. 

27. 

~ 

RECOMMENDATION OF BUILDING AND SAFETY DIRECTOR/PURCHASING 
SUPERVISOR: 
That Council accept the work of furnishing and ins_talling 
drapery in the older sections of the City Hall complex 
as satisfactorily completed, and, therefore 9 approve of 
payment for this work to Barry's Custom Draperies. 

In addition 0 some special "not anticipated" rework was 
required, and it is requested that Council approve of 
the expending of an additional $350.00 to complete the 
job. Funds to cover this expenditure are available from 
the appropriated Furniture Reserve Fund. 

JOB 73133 - PLAN WP-28 - RELOCATION OF WATER FACILITIES 
ALONG VAN NESS AVENUE FROM 164TH ST REET TO DOMINGUEZ 
CHA..~NEL. AS REQUIRED BY LOS ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL 
DISTRICT STORM DRAIN PROJECT 9819 GARDENA , LINE A. 

RECOMMENDATION OF WATER SYSTEM MA.i.~AGER: 

That Council approve: 
1. Appropriation of $35r000 from the Water ~evenue Fund to 

cover cost of subject relocation~ 
2. Authorization to advertise for bids. 

(The above subject to City Attorney review.) 

28. NOTICE OF COivlPLETION - Construction of Restrooms at the 
Torrance Airport. 

RECOMMENDATION OF BUILDING Abl"TI SAFETY DIRECTOR: 
That the City Council accept the work 2 and that final payment 
be made to Rockpcrt Construction Company under the terms of 
the contract. 

29. RELEASE OF OIL WELL BOND #870660 (CHARLES T. RIPPY) 

RECOMMENDATION OF LICENSE SUPERVISOR: 
That oil well bond #870660 be terminated. 

30. STORM DRAIN FACILITIES IN VARIOUS LOCATIONS (Job Nos. 73129 and 
83003). AWARD OF CONTRACT . 

RECOM_;"1ENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER: 
That the contract be awarded to Roger Lyon and all other bids 
be rejected. 

MOTION: Councilman Sc~arrotta moved to concur with the recom­
mendations on agenda items #25Q 26, 27, 28,· 29, and #30. The motion 
was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable (Councilman Armstrong absent) . 

- _..,,.~ 

Ad 
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ADDENDUM ITEM: 

31. PROCLAMATION - Keep America Beautiful. 

Page 3. 

Considered at this time: 

~:: LJ1,.,, 
-:I; 0 • 

15A. NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR COUNTY PROJECT NO. 9814 TORRANCE , 
UNIT 2. 

RECOMMENDATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW BOARD SECRETARY: 
That Council determine that no significant environmental 
impact will result from the proposed projects and that 
the subject Negative Declar~tion fulfills the requirements 
of the Environmental Quality Act of 1970. 

(Note: The Los Angeles County Flood Control District ·is the 
lead agency under the provisions of the Environmental 

I 

Quality Act of 1970. As such they are responsible to meet 
all obligations of the Act -- on this basis the subject 
Negative Declaration is presented to Council and is not 
required to precess through the City's Environmental 
Review Board.) 

MOTION: Councilman Uerkwitz moved to concur with the above 
recommendation of the Environmental Review Board Secretary. Tr.e 
~otion was seconded by Councilman Sciarretta; rcll call vote was 
unanimously favorable. 

# # # 

At 7:40 P.M. Councilman Surber moved to recess for the purpose 
of an Executive Session fer the discussion of salaries! hours, and 
working conditions =- City Attorney Remelmeyer confirmed that these 
are prcper subjects for such sessions -- and the motion was seconded 
by Councilman Wilsor.~ roll call vote was unanimc..;.sly favorable 
(Councilman Armstrong absent). 

The Council returned at 8:05 P~M. (Councilman Armstrong 
arrived at 8:00 P.M.) at which time C5-:J.r..cilman Sciarretta moved 
that the Council recess; and reconvene as the Redevelopment Agency; 
his motion was seconded by Councilman W~lson, and roll ball vote 
was unanimously favorable. 

At 8:06 P.M. the Council resumed consideration of its agenda, 
with Item #23 the next order of business. 

9 . City Council 
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ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS: 

23. SECONDARY OIL RECOVERY A..l':JD SETFA PROTEST AGAINST THE WATER 
FLOOD OF SOUTHEAST TORRANCE - CITY OF LOS ANGELES JOUGHIN UNIT. 

Previous Council direction relative to Superior Oil Company 
waterflooding in Southeast Torrance was reviewed by City Attorney 
Remelmeyer 8 as was the in-depth study by the Division of Oil and 
Gas and its role in the review of this matter, was related by 
City Attorney Rernelmeyer. The report is now at hande per 
Mr. Remelmeyer 9 along with a similer report from Professor Van 
Wingen 0 petroleum engineer for Sur La Brea Park -- both these 
reports were sent to Oil Board Chairman Babson 6 a petroleum 
engineer. It was then stated by Mr. Remelmeyer that Mr. Babson 
had infcrmed him that he ccncurred with the conclusicns of the -
two repcrts, to the effect that the Joughin Unit and CWCD water­
flcod operati~s are net hazardcus to persons or property at this 
time or in the foreseeable future. 

It was City Attorney Remelmeyer's recommendation to the Council, 
based on the subject reports, that the Council rescind its action 
previously made instruc~ing the City Attorney to enjoin the water­
flobd operation of the Joughin Unit -- there seems to be no factual 
basis for such an injunctive action. 

I 

Continuing, Mr. Remelmeyer acknowledged ~he continuing concern 
of Southeast Torrance residents, and, in an effcrt to alleviate such 
c-cncern, it is his . recomrnendation~ and that cf Mr. Babson, that the 
Ccuncil attempt tc find a method of continuously.monitoring the 
waterflood operations in Southeast Terrance and elsewhere in the 
City in order that there may be assurance regarding the security of 
these locations. On instruction frcm the Council, according to 
Mr. Remelmeyer, Mr. Babscn would make such a study 9 confident that 
there could be a feasible method of mcnitori~g the oil operations 
on a continuing basis. 

Next to speak was Mr. Bill Ingram 9 Deputy Supervisor in Charge 
of District #le Division of Oil and Gas 9 who noted that the subject 
report had been authored by Staff member 0 Mr. J.P. GreenJ and 
indicated their willingness tc meet with any members cf the Council 
or any of the homeowners or interested parties in order to review · 
and _clarify the apparent problems and consternation in ~his situationo 
Mr. Ingram reiterated the findings of the report -~ there is no 
imminent danger or hazard to the hcmeowners living in the Torrance 
Townlot area at this time. 

In response to specific ~Jesticns 9 Mr. Ingram advised: there is 
no relation to the Montebello incident and the City of Torrance--it 
could not happen in Torrance; fluid levels are monitored, and will 
continue to be monitored to safeguard against any increased pressures; 
there are periodtc meetings with waterflocd operators for review of 
projects, surveying of various kinds, etc . ~- further , accor~ng to 
Mr. Ingram, abandoned, below-today's- standard 1 wells are known to 
DOG, and were any good purpose served the City 0 this information 
could be provided. 

-~--
~ . . ~···~ 
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It was further clarified by Mr. Ingram that a "fluid level 
locater" is in existence which will detennine fluid levels in oil 
wells -- from the static level of fluid in a well$ the zone 
pressure may be determined. This action has been taken in the 
vicinity of some of the so-called potential "problem wells", and 
the fluid levels have not been of such a height as to be a critlcal 
zone pressure at this time, according to Mr. Ingram; he further 
noted that information re: injection and withdrawal production is 
provided monthly. 

The president of the Southeast Torrance Homeowners Associationo 
Mr .. Orin P. Johnson, stated that the three injector wells that are 
drilled from the ground surface in the City of Los Angeles and bottom 
in the southeast section of Torrance are as thorns in the sides of the 
SETF..A people. It is the strong feeling of residents in this area that 
they are in imminent danger from the explosive methane ga.s which is 
being pressurized below the surface in Torrance by the water injected 
by-these three wells. 

It was further stated by Mr. Johnson that Southeast Torrance 
resi~ents believe the wells are in Torrance illegally -- "then 0 as 
ncw 0 if an oil operator wanted to drill a well in Torrance to 
bottom in the exact same le cation as the three S·..J.perior wells p he 
would be required to obtain a zone change or conditional use permit 
and a drilling permit by due precess -- i.e. publi,c hearings, etc.., 
and in the end to participate with the City in . liCense. fees and 
barrel tax. Superior did none of these , yet they have accomplished 
the same thing by drilling o~tside of the City a~d letting the 
business end of the well terminate in Torrance." . 

In conclusicnF Mr . Johnsen noted the precedent-setting aspect 
cf the Council decision in this matter. 

Mr. Arn0ld Johnson, 2278 West 232nd Str~et 0 chairman of 
SETHA' s Oil Cammi tt.ee, stated that no SETF..A house or SETF..A family 
should be considered an expendable part of the Joughin waterflood 
project -- further, these homeowners want to know the exact location 
cf the abandoned oil wells from the DCG "suspect. list" of improperly 
abandoned oil wells. Recommended for addition to this list, per 
Mr. Johnson, are the oil well pipes under SETF..A houses which have 
been reported as "cut off" and covered with dirt by residential 
developers. 

It was the further request of Mr. Joh~son that SETHA residents 
be advised how the DOG and s~perior Oil Company are monitoring bottcm 
hcle pressures in the vicinity of the suspect wells -- where are the 
isophoric maps, the ones showing contours of eq~al pressure for this 
area? -- with a peripheral injection well pattern, hew can Superior 
monitor what is going on under SETHA homes from Los Angeles? 
how does DOG know that waterf16od fingers are not moving towards the 
bet toms of abar:doned wells under SET·F..A houses? 

Mr. Johnson then stated that the DOG report before the Council 
indicates to SETHA that the main objective of the duties of the 
State Supervisor of Oil and Gas remains the increase and recovery of 
underground hydrocarbons. DOG membership was next reviewed by 

,Mr. Johnson who noted that it includes a marine biologist, a DM.:J!>. 
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engineer/architect, a high--r.anking Star...dard Oil Company cfficial 
(which company is associated with Superior Oil Company in the 
Joughin Unit), and the president of the Atlantic Oil Company .. 
A further point made by Mr. Johnson was the fact that the cover 
letter for the Van Wingen Waterf lood Feasibility Study for Southeast 
Torrance,made for the independent oil operatorscin this area, was 
addressed, to a vice president of the Atlantic Oil Company. 

Continuing,_ Mr. Johnson noted that the Ralph Nader Task 
Force's report on power and land in California in 1971 found it 
difficult to understand how a unit of government can do anything 
less than require, as a matter of law, that those holding public 
office responsibility have no financial connection with the 
industries regulated. Furthermore, per Mr. Johnson, it must be 
pointed out that the Divisicn of Oil and Gas is financed directly 
through special fund revenues, funds that do not go into the general 
State fund -- the DOG owes its job to funds from charges on ope~atcrs 
of producing 611 and gas wells -- the existence of authorized DOG 
positions depends upon healthy revenue from these sources. 

Specific reference was made to Mr. Van Wingen's report by 
Mr. Johnson -- the six pages of biography in the report were deemed 
impressive; however, SETHA would like to add to it, it being their 
understanding that in addition to Mr. Van Wingen's position as the 
City's mining rights appraiser and petroleum engineer for Sur La 
Brea Park properties, he also is the author of a l971 Waterflood 
Feasibility Study of the Southeast Torrance area, prepared for 
independent oil operators in Southeast Torrance and the Atlantic 
Oil Company. Mr. Johnson added that Mr. Van Wingen was also 
consulting petroleum engineer responsible for CWOD's Torrance Unit 
waterflood program -- it is not known whether· he should be credited 
with the Joughin Unit feasibility studies. Further, Professor 
Van Wingen's report speaks of the continuous monitoring of all 
waterflood projects in the State to make certain that a proper fluid 
balance is maintained, but he does not indicate how this is being 
done in Southeast Torrance -- residents are not convinced that there 
will be no possible chance of leakage of hydrocarbons in Southeast 
Torrance if Superior's lease-line injectors are allowed to continue 
to operate. 

In conclusion, Mr. Johnson noted the long standing SETHA 
protests regarding the dangerous and illegal Joughin waterflood of their 
residential areas in which oil well drilling and oil pr.eduction have 
been non-conforming uses since the adoption of Ordinance No. 2130 by 
Council in August, 1970. This action, and like protective legislation, 
appeared to be protective measures for SETHA residents -- then the 
Joughin Unit appeared, with rumors starting in 1970; such rumors were 
reported to then Councilman Johnson, ~hich resulted in a direction to 
the City Attorney by the Council to investigate and report back on 
this matter -- such report has never materialized. Subsequent concerDs 
have been expressed by homecwfiers in the Marble Estates area, and 
resulted in an indicaticn by the Sr. Z0n1ng Enforcement Officer that 
there is a need for concern and remedial measures. 

The next speaker was Mrs. Lowell Hardison, 2024 West 236th 
Street, who described the December 21, 1972 occurrence at the oi]­

,abandoned site a-;:rass from her residence --· at approximately lO:::o a.m. 

~~--
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en that date her father observed a crew dismantling the subject oil 
well; there was a loud explosion, followed by a hissing sound! where­
upon the crew ran approximately 20 ft. ''from the well casing -- then,. 
as the hissing stopped, they returned to their work. 

Mrs. Hardison then advised that she attended a SET.HA meeting in 
January to report .the above incident to the Oil Committee; then in 
late March a representative from the City Attorney's office called 
for details of what had happened -- this was followed 0 in April, by 
the appearance of Mr. Ingram, Deputy Supervisor, Division of Oil and 
Gas, for a report on the explosion. It was stated by Mrs. Hardison 
that . Mr. Ingram's main concern was why the Fire Department had not 
been called, it being pointed out by her that no fire was observed; 
no one appeared to be injured; and the men scon returned to the site. 
It was added by Mrs. Hardison that had she known about the possible 
presence of methane gas, or of dynamite, the Fire Department most 
assuredly would have been contacted. It was then indicated by 
Mr. Ingram, according to Mrs. Hardison 0 that. now, with knowledge of 
the exact location of th~ well in question, he wculd check the . records 
as to the exact cause of 1the December 21st noise, and reassured her 
that the Department of Oil and Gas was concerned and informed about 
Southeast Torrance. 

Continuing, Mrs. Hardison reported that Mr. Ingram returned on 
April 12th to confirm the December 21st date of the incident 0 and 
advised that dynamite had been used en that date -- a fact which had 
escaped her father who is knowledgeable in s·..ich matters. Subsequent 
cor.versations with neighbors regarding this matter (Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter Warner, 2021 West 236th Street) confirmed the loud noise, h~ssi~g, 

and running -- further, that there was a lesser explosion on the 
following day. 

The following questions were then posed by Mrs. Hardison: 
if this was a dynamite explosion 0 as claimed by Mr. Ingram and DOG, 
why did the men run after the lcud explosicn and net befcre? ~­
Why the long delay, and the unsafe conditions created by the well 
at 235th and Cabrillo (which, acc6rdir:g tc Mr. Ingram, was merely 
being cleaned, not abandoned). .Mrs. Hardison advised that she has 
since learned via the April 7t? Department of Oil and Gas Weekly 
Summary Bulletin the well.at 235th and Cabrillc was one listed to 
be abandoned -- why then five days after the report from his own 
department, was she advised by Mr. Ingram that that well was being 
cleaned? 

In conclusion, Mrs. Hardison stated that 6 somehow, she does not 
have much faith in the Department of Oil aLd Gas and their so~called 
ccncern and supervision of oil matters in Southeast Torrance -­
specifically noted by her was the fact that there are two abandcnea 
oil wells located next to each other on her own property -- does DOG 
consider this a good oil field procedure to drill holes so close 
together?-- Mrs. Hardison expressed her feeling that, as a homeowner 
in Southeast Torrance, she has a right to knew when and he~ the t~G 
wells under her property were abandoned -- if the wells unO.er her 
property are included in DOG's list of possible problem wells 0 she 
does not feel safe with the Division of Oil and Gas doing the 
monitoring; she has seen examples of the~r supervision the last 
four months. 
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Mrs. Arnold S. Johnson, 2278 West 232nd Street , an officially 
designated represen·tative of SETHA, stated thate cr.ce more ~ SETP..A 
is req'.lesting· the abatement of the waterflood cf SGutheast Torrance 
by the Superior Oil Company Joughin Unit wells llA _, 12A, and 13A 9 

on the grounds of illegality and lack of due process cf the law. 
According to Mrso Johnson, application fer the drilling of three. 
producing oil wells, to be drilled from a surface location in the 
City of Los Angeles, Oil Well Drilling District No,114~ Joughin 
Unit drill site No, 3-A, south of Sepulveda Bculevard ar:,d southerly 
of the Santa Fe railway right-of-way! 500 ft. east of Western Avenuep 
and with bottom hole locations in the City of Torrance, were filed 
with the City of Los Angeles B~rea~ of Fire Preven~icn on June 5 -
1970. On June 8, 1970 the office of the City of Los Angeles Zc~ing 
Adm!~istratcr qave its apprcval for the iss~a~ce of the necessary 
permits for the wells in three letters which were sent to the Les 
A~geles Fire Department, Fire Prever.ticn En gineer, per Mrs. Johnsen 
-- each letter stated that the City of Terrance ~ in a letter dated 
April 13, 1970r indicated that this x-territorial drilling ~c~ld not 
be in conflict with regulations in the City cf Torrance --· copies cf 
these th~ee letters were sent to the Zoning Enforcement Officer cf 
the City of Torrance. 

Continuing , Mrs. Johnson stated that Sr. Fire !~specter Fred B . 
Seavey of the Wilmington office of the· Los A~geles Fire ~epartment, 
Bureau cf Fire Prevention~ issued permits for the dYi~ling of these 
thre:e wells en J"·~ne 19, 19 70 ~- Fire Departme:::-l t reccrds shew that 
thE:se wells were cor.verted tc· noil \·Jell operatic~-:;· statt:.3 en 
Ca~uary cf 1971 . Acccrdi ng to ~he Divisic~ cf Oil and Gas~ app rcval 
cf tt:e C'2 "l.J. ghir1 waterflcod of Sc u. tl:e.ast Terrance was giv E.r" ir. .May of 
1971, ar..d Superior's waterflccd well in So:ltheast Torrar:ce was beg;_:n 
in December . 1971. 

It was the expressed opinic~ of Mrs . 3chnscn that the City of 
Les Angeles z-:-.ni~g Ad:nhdstration office i r" iss \1ing· apprcval was 
«.:<.:r:.de: r tr,e imp:.::-essicn that these: tr.re e wells 1.iv·ere 'Class A" (prcd:.i ci::.g ) 
we:i.:.s 6 a t..d it was net kncwn that S-uperior inter-.ded them tc be 
ir.jectic:: \ ... :ells. 

_f·-:trt.Ler repcrted b y Mrs. Jc,hri.scn was tne feelir-~g of SETF..A t~at 
ar. Environme:1tal Impact St:idy shc-...;ld have been ur.dertaken i::i conr.ecticn 
with S~perior's intent tc waterflccd Sc~theast Torrance -- notice 
shculd have been given to the City of Tcrra~ce and the homecwners 
group. 

In conclusionf i t was pointed c~t by Mrs. Jchnscn that t he S t ate 
of Cali.ic:rnia has not prE-errpted r.he Cit.y cf Tcrrar:ce iE this matter -~ 
Torrance's City Attor~ey is r~spc~sible fer the iLclusic~ cf a statement 
tc this effect i n the 1 971 State Cc,.mpulsory ur.it:i_zai::icJ. Law. The 
illegal wab~rflocd of Southeast Torrar.ce m·...i.st be stq:.ped; Environ.mer.tal 
Impact Stc_id.2-ep should be made oricr to an",'' f·it~re aopr.:·vai of secondary - opEr:at.i0ns . . . - ~· _ - . . 
re::uvery/ir. 1:..ne City - - it is not er.cL:qh tc. mereJ..y sta.1::t. mo:-11t.cring 
bcttcm hcie pressilres in their area. Mrs. Johnson then requested that the 
Cou~cil again direct the City Attcrn~y to get the Les An geles City Council 
t o take action i n this matter which wi l l direct the Superior Oil Company 
to cease i~s illegal waterflcod cf S0ut.heait Tcrra~ce. Further, conversicn 
cf the Jolighin i~jectors llA, 12A , a~d 13A to producers , according tc 
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Mrs. Johnson, is acceptable to SETHA; injections in Superior's first 
line injectors must cease pending zone change or variance in connection 
with SETHA membership area; EIR studies required by law m~st be a part 
of any decision regarding any future waterflooding of Scutheast 
Torrance. 

Next to speak was Mr. Henry Nowicki 0 2535 West 232nd Street 0 

who indicated his concurrence with the findings of SETHA -- there is 
a need for additional information regarding the problem wells 6 the 
measurements in Torrance oil fieldsp etc., as well as clarification 
regarding the effect of increased pressures underneath residences. 

Mro Bob Philpott, 2062 West 233rd Street 0 stated that the proposed 
monitoring does not seem adequate in light of the potential hazards -~ 
methane gasr static flew, and grcund mcveme~t. 

Mrso Gloria Teal, 2004 West 238th Street, noted recent problems 
involving considerable bl.ack smoke in the air; while deemed ·a minor 
incident at the time, th~re is no assurance for the future that there 
will not be major problems in this area. 

There being no one else who wished to speak 0 Mayor Miller invited 
co·.:.:icil disc·.J.ssion. Such discu.ssion encompassed: the need for ft:<rther 
research by the City Attorney as to Mrs. ~chnsor.'s earlier reference tc 
possible misrepresentation in the Class A applicatic~~ the merits of 
sb:..ciies regarding oil well revenues by way of amendment of barrel tax; 
a request for confirmation that companies drilliEg u..itside the City 
have the right to drill uLder private residential prcper~y; that there 
be ccnsideraticn of an EIR requirement, etc. It.was the conse~s~s cf 
the Council that the subject matter is most involved q.nd ccmple.x -­
there are many unanswered q\1estions ;. further 9 there is a need for 
homeowners, DOG representatives, and all interested parties to get 
together to the end that there is clarity and understandi~g, prior to 
a!1y final Council determination. It was the req..:iest of Mayor Miller 
that each SETP.A homeow-ner be prcvided with a ccpy of the official 
reports in this matter, along with a tra~script o~ the minutes of this 
meeting -= there were no objections, and it was sc crderedc 

The following fcnnal acticn res~lted: 

MOTION: Councilman Sciarrotta mcved to ccncur with the above 
request of Mayor Miller re: material for SETHA hcmeowners 0 with a 
date to be established for a jcint rr,eet:ing of interested parties for 
discussion of this matter~ after havir.g read the material, a~d to 
permit answers to the questions raised at this meeting -~ the results 
cf same to be returned to the Ccuncil. The motion was seconded by 
Ccancilman Wilson. Roll call vote was ·.;.r.animo'..lsly favorable, 

It was the direction of Mayor Miller that the City Manager's 
off ice be charged with setting up the above meeting and with the 
L .. rr.ishing of the material to every membE:r of SEI'EA. It was the 
specific req'..lest of Councilman Brewster tnat City Jl.ttcrr:ey Remelmeyer 
follow through on the status of the Class A permit iss~ed, as well 
as a possible amendrr:ent re: the barrel tax. There was further 
direction to Mr. Remelmeyer with the req~est that he check into 
related court cases and possible precederts ·which have been 
established. 
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Mr. Orin Johnson returned to point out that the Torrance 
ordinance lifting the "O" zone became effective in ·september~ 1970, 
and yet Superior did ·:not receive their ' approval until 1971 -­
therefore0 it is a non-conforming use. Had Superior made 
application in Torrance at that time to drill a hole from a 
Torrance base that would bottom in the exact same location, they 
would have fallen under City law, per Mr. Johnson; it is hoped 
that the City will require Superior to stop the injection opera­
tion and have them go through the Torrance process to obtain the 
proper permit~ which will represent due process. Councilman 
Brewster deemed this an interesting legal question -- does surf ace 
zoning control sub-surface use or aerial use?-- investigation by 
the City Attorney was requested. 

# # # 

ORAL COMMUNICATICNS: 

32. The reappointment of Councilman Brewster as vice president of 
the Intercity Highway Committee was reported, with pride 8 by City 
Manager Ferraro. 

33. The absence of any smog violations by Torranc~ industries in 
a recent check was commended by Councilman Surber. 

34. It was the request of Councilman Surber that Staff research 
the feasibility of recycling solid waste for fuel usage, based on 
experiences in other cities. 

35. Councilman Surber 
Review Board action, in 
case being EA 73-3, Don 

requested the appeal of recent Environmental 
view of 10 letters of protest at hand -~ the 
Wilson Builders. It was so ordered. 

36. Councilman Uerkwitz requested that the following petition 
received by him be furnished the Airport Commission fer their 
April 26th meeting pertaining to the Airport Master Plan: 
"We 0 the unders_igned 0 are against the use of jets at Torrance 
Airport. We take pride in ou~ community 0 and will fight to keep 
a beautiful and safe area in which to live. Even the smallest 
jets create noise levels which are harmful~ if net dangerous 0 to 
us all." 

It was the direction of Councilman Uerkwitz that there be 
representation from the City Attorney's office at the abcve referred 
tc April 26th meeting. 

37, Apprcpriate recognition of the Del Amo Optimist Club for their 
s ·u.bstaLtial financial ccntribution toward the landscaping of Pueblo 
Park was requested by Councilman Wilson. There were no objections, 
and it was so ordered. 

38. Mayor Miller referred to the present vacancy on the Coastal 
Ccmmissionf and reviewed the past generally anti-Preposition 20 
appointments, with resultant citizen reaction -- there is now an 
opportunity for the City of Torrance to again become involved 0 and 
Mayor Miller rec::mLTT\ended that this Council support the appointment 
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of Councilman Wilson to the Coastal Conunission_, deeming him highly 
,qualified to so serve. Councilman Sciarrotta MOVED to concur with 
the Mayor's recommendation~ and the motion was seconded by Cou~cilman 
Armstrong. There were no objections, and it was so ordered. 

Councilman Surber clarified that his position against Prop~sition 
20 was based on the "additional layer of govern.inent" aspect -- his 
concern regarding environmental problems is a matter of record; the 
proposition is now in existence so "let's make it work". 

A similar observation was made by Councilman Brewster -- it was 
his opinion that Councilman Wilson would reflect the views of the 
entire Council, since any opposition to Proposition 20 was not based 
on its objectives and the environmental goals and standards which 
all hope will be achieved but 6 rather, on the improper structure of 
the legislation. 

Councilman Uerkwitz echoed the above stated sentiments -= since 
it is now an established fact 6 it is vital that Torrance be a part of 
the decision-making process, hence his support of the Mayor's 
recommendation. 

39. Mr. Frank Leichleter was present to protest Airport rental 
policies and procedures and recent problems involv1ng his lease and 
Land Management Team findings. 

The established procedure regarding complaints 
department was pointed out by City Manager Ferraro. 
referred the matter back to Staff 0 with the request 
as a regular agenda item on May 1st. 

against a 
Mayer Miller 

that it appear 

40. A resident {name unintelligible) at 2451 West 235th Street 
_protested earlier Council action regarding the constructicn of 
gutte~, sidewalks, and driveways on 235th Street (Item #24) -- it 
was her opinion that gas taxes are supposed to· pay for such 
improvements, in light of this heavily trafficked street. 

City Engineer Weaver advised that City policy eliminating such 
responsibility for property owners was terminated in 1970 ~-in . the 

subject case, the right-of-way was not given during the time such 
policy was in effect. 

Mayor Miller entertained a motion for reconsideration; none 
was forthcoming. 

The meeting was regularly adjourned at 

APPROVED~ );;;~~ 
# # # 

Mayor of ~he city of Torrance 

Ava Cripe 17. 
~inute Secretary 

lO;;~~M~t) 
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