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MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

345 
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The Torrance City Council convened in an Adjour~ed Reg-ular Meeting 
on Friday, March 2~ 1973 0 at 5:00 P.M. in the Co~ncil Charrhers at 
Torrance City Hall. 

2 • ROLL CALL: 

Present: Councilmen Armstrcng, Brewster~ SciarrottaJ S~rber 0 
Uerkwitz .. Wilsoni and Mayor Miller. Absent: Ncr:e. 

Also present: City Manager Ferraro 0 City Attorney Remelmeyer 0 

Police Chief Nash 1 and City Clerk Coil . 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

Mr. Jack Salling led in the salute to the flag. 

4. DISPENSING WITH REGLJIAR ORDER CF BcS~~~S5! 

MOTICN~ Councilman Uerkwitz moved to dispense with the reg-ular 
order of b:lsiness. His motion was seconded by Co'.lr.cilrnan Wilscn 0 and 
roll call vote was unanimo~sly favorable. 

5. PURPOSE OF MEETING: 

Mayor Miller announced the purpose o-f the mee-::ing as a C~:N1' I).~ATIC-X 

OF THE HEARING REGARDING Tr:E APPEAL OF DISCEAI<_GE OF POLI~E OFF!CEP.S '3ECR3E 
KUDOKAS, EDWARD G . FI~"N, and JAMES J. LORE1i"TZ. 

Attorney Royal Sorenson 0 represer:.ting the City~ req14ested 0 and 
receivedo perrnissicr. to offer a proposal to the Co~ncil =- specifically 0 

that the five officers involved in the subject heari~g (EerticaJ Eerley 0 

Kudokasc Finn 0 and Lorentz) ·take a pclyg·raph exami::atio:-1 9 such exarni:-laticn 
to be given by a m-.it-..iall.y agreed upcn examiner; that tl:.e list cf q-~estions 
would be prepared by the examiner 8 in ccr::.j:;incti~n with the att~-rneys in 
this matteru or an appropriate Council Committee~ and at t~e ccnclusicn 
of such examir.ation 0 the polygraph expert Wv~ld s~bmit his report to the 
City Ccuncil setting forth his conclusicns, with the City Ccuncil to make 
its determination based upon such a repcrt. 

It was the response of Attorney Laurie Belger 0 r _epresentir..g Messrs. 
Kudokas, Finn, and Lorentz 0 that the above prcp~sal was absolutely 
unacceptableo and deemed it an "irnprcper procedure"" 

Without stipulation by both par·ties to the prcpcsa::i. 0 Mayor Miller 
ruled against same, and ordered that the hearing proceed. 
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It was confirmed by the Council that t.he ir..fcrmaticn r~quested 
by Councilman Surber at the Febr'-.:lary 26 ,, 1973 1:ea.r:.::i.g, and cf: record Q 
had been furnished -- further f-.;.:::-r.ished.,.._!~e Cc-..:.:.cil were the exhibits 
entered into the Civil Service Commissic~ r-.earir:.gs c:i. t'his matter. 
The Council declined to review the p!:c tcgrapr.s cf Dr. Su.llivant and 
the polygraph record, in that this evide:.ce is :::.c.t perti::..ent tc the 
charges levied by the Civil Service: ((.rr,miss i~:i. 

Final arguments were requested by Mayor Miller at this time. 

Attorney Belger's remarks were directed to the dcc~me~ts of record3 
the time factors, discrepancies in testimor:.y" investigation i::!.eq-... lities, 
his distress at the 11th hour propcsal this date~ the abse~ce oi s·.ib­
stantial facts against his clients, ref~tation of statements in a Les 
Angeles Times news story this date regardir.q this matter_. etc= It was 
Mr. Belger Is plea that tl:e cc·.l~cil fi:1d that tr.ese c.f£icers fa.: t be 
terminated, based on the kind cf evide~ce : anti t~e i~ccnsistencies 
thereof, presented at these hearings. rei~staceme~t cf t'he cfiicers 
was urged by Mr. Belger. 

Discussion was directed to the S'..4~rr.issicr. 0f a 7~page verbai:irr. 
statement made by Dr. Sullivant: review cf s~ch evide~c2 bei~g recom­
mended by Mr. Belger. The cc·-..lr.cil de:: l.ir1ed t..c rev i.e·,.,: same : wi t.J::. ~he 

following vote: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
NOES: C01JNCILME~: 

Surber. 
Armstrcr.g J Sciarrotta 6 uerkwitz 0 Wilscn 0 

ar.d Mayor Miller o 

A specific vote was not cast by co· ... ~c.i.lman Brc:wsi:er J it being 
his comment that he wo:ild be willing to re.:ceive 't~.e stat.err,e~.t~ h c .v'e-:.rer 0 

he is not asking for it. 

The presentation by Mr. Sorensen fcll~wed ~= he first offered an 
affidavit. by Officer Hertica re: the loq p-::t into evide:::.ce; there ¥ere 
no objections by Attcrney Belger, a:-~a tbe prcpriety cf -tr.is prccca:J.re 
was confirmed by City Attorney Remelmeyer . Ma:}-c.r Mil:er there;~.:pcr. read 
aloud the affidavit 9 as follows: · '!Michael A. Eertica 1 be:.~g d·.:;.ly sw~rn". 

deposes and says: lo That he had reviewed the l~g prepared by him fer 
the period of October 26 6 -1972. 2. That ~o the best. of his recollec;tion 
the loghwas filled out by him apprcxirr:.atel'.}7 4: 00 A . M. er. Octcber 2.6 9 1972~ 

lS 
as it is ;usual mode of procefr.1re tc fill c:,.;:t i:.he: leg at abc-.lt that time 
to cover all events _occurring prior to that tirr,e 9 and, fer that reason 6 

the logs are not always totally accurate. 3? That ccr.trary tc the 
statements in the log fer Octcber 26 , 1972 ·: he !:as a very clear ancl. 
independent recollection that c~ the morning of Octcber 26 , 1972 , he and 
Officer Her-ley were at the beach in the "b"..lrn area'' ~·ist prier to 2: CO A.M. 
and did not go to Winchell's ur.til after tl:ey r:.ad be-er: at the beach, 
4. I have reviewed the testimcny given by me at th.e time of the hearing 

~·-· 

on December 20, 1972, and am satisfied that my testimcny as to the sequence 
of events concerning our arrival at the beach and depart~re for Winchell's 
is correct. " · · 

c~ . • .,, 
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Continuing, Mr. Sorensen reviewed testin•o~y cf rec~rd and Sll;rnmaries 
thereof,. the specific charges s·..istained by the Civil Service Ccmmission" 
the unrelated statements which have been intrcd·Jced, tl:e issue cf truth­
fulness in this matter 9 the establist.ed fact that Officers Kudokasc Finn1 
and Lorentz saw Officers Herley and Eertica at tt.e lccaticn testified to 0 

and the exact-ho~r this transpired does not alter the facts in the case: etc. 
Mr. Sorenson urged that the Co~ncil uphold tr.e findings of the Civil 

Service Commission. 

Mayor Miller invited the ccncluding remarks by Mr. Belgero 
Mr. Belger noted the absence of restrictions relating tc ar:.y off~l:Lmit 
territories,. and redescribed the circ".lmstances cf the evening in 
question; the inconsistent memories of Officers Hertica a~d Herley: 
-- there has not been. substar..tial prcof to j·v.stify the ·.lph~iding cf 
the firing of Off ice rs Kudokas Q FinnQ and Lcre:-~tz c- in the cpini~r.. of 
Mr. Belger. 

Mr. Sorenson; s concl·J.ding rsmarks encompassed the fa~t tr.at there 
had been considerable testimor.y offered, with very appare:r~t cc!'.sis~ency 
on the part of Officers Hertica and HE:rley: and the f«.:.rthe:r fact that 
there were many witnesses before the Civil Service Ccmmissicn'7 alo:ig 
with cc:msiderable pertinent information and exhibits 1 . and the conflicting 
testimony of the five officers involved== the Commissio~'s fi~dings were 
delineated by Mr. Sorenson who again ~rqed tr.at they be sustai4ed by 
the Council. 

It was confirmed by City Attcri::ey R.emelmeysr 1 at Mayor Miller 1 s . 
request that the Council decisicn m:.1st J:;;e acnieved by a 4/5 vote ~-
6 out of 7 -= per an ordinance enacted ir. 1969 -~ i~ order to cverr~le 
an action of the Civil Service Commissic~o Fcllcwing further prcced~ral 
advice by City Attcrney Remelmeyer -- ar~d ar;. indication by Cil:y Manager 
Ferraro that he would not participate in thE: f'erscr~::e:l Sessic:: in that 
he was a counter-signer of the charges -- Mayor Miller e~tertained a 
motion to recess for this purposeo 

MOTION: Councilman Uerkwitz.moved that the Co~ncil recess for the 
purpose of a Personnel Session. The rnotio~ was seconded by c~·.l::i.cilrnan 
Surber; there were no objections 0 and it was so ordered. (Tr~e ho'.lr was 
6:35 P.M.} 

Prior to departure frcm the Cc":.lncil Chambers, it was agreed that 
::!ity Attorney Remelmeyer would make himself available for q~..'.i.estions, without 
sitting in on the Personnel Session -~ ttis arra~gEment was satisfact~ry 
Nith Attorneys Belger and Sore~scn~ with the ~~d~rstaLdi~g that they be 
:tdvised regarding each question and answero 

# # 
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The Council returned at 8:10 P.M. 

The following decision of the Council was anncunced by Mayor Miller: 

"It is the unanimous findings of this Council that we 
concur with the Civil Service Ccmmissior.. finC.i :r:.gs ar:d cor.­
clusions regarding all of the charges against Cfficers 
Finn 6 Kudokasu and Lorentz. 

"Howeveru we do not concur ir. the penalties re:ccrnmended 
by the Civil Service Ce:mmissicn, a:r.d we..:ld s".ilistitute .a 
penalty of thirty days for each of the four charges for each 
man for a total suspension of 120 days per man e" 

It was the request of Mayer Miller that Att~rney Eelger stipulate 
to the above =- Mr. Belger so stip~latedo 

Mayor Miller then announced that the ab~ve decision was a ·;~animous 
decision of the Council 0 and the~ req.iested that the Council be p~) lled ir. 
this regard: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Armstro~g, Brewster , Sciarrotta~ S~rber, 

Uerkwitz 0 Wilscn 0 and Mayor Miller • . 
NOES: CODNCILMEN: None. . 

6 o ADJOURNME:NT : 

At 8:12 P.M.o Co~r.cilman Sciarretta rncved to· adjourn to T-~esday 0 • 

March 6 0 1973, at 5:30 P.M. The m0tic1 :.~ was saco:".cie.d by co·..::.ncilman 
Wilscn 0 and roll call vote was unar.irr.:;·J.sly .fav·;:rable o 

# 

APPROVED'! : 

~ 
May or of . t h e City o f Torrance 

Ava Cripe 
Minute Secretary 

# # 

Ve r non w. Coil, Clerk of tee 
City of Torrance, Calffornia 
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