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NINuTES OF A REGULAR MEET ING 
CF Tm: TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPEN::NG CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

349 

August 8, 1972 

The Torrance City Council convened in a regular meeting on 
Tuesday, August 8, 1972, at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers at 
Torrance City Hall. 

2 • ROLL CALL: 

Present; Councilmen Armstrong, Sciarretta, Surber,· Uerkwitz, 
Wilson 0 and Mayor Miller. Absent: Councilman Brewster (vacation). 

Also present: City Manager Ferraro, City Attorney Remelmeyer, 
and Deputy City Clerk Moss. Absent: Assistant City Manager Scharfman, 
City Clerk Coil, and City Treasurer Rupert. 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

Mr. Vern Smith led in the salute to the flag. 

4. INVOCATION: 

~Reverend Lloyd Warneke, Ascension Lutheran Church, gave the 
invocation. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: .. 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Councilman Sciarretta moved that the minutes of J~ly 19, ~972 

and· July 25, 1972 be approved as recorded. His motion, seconded by 
Councilman Wilson, was unanimously approved by roll call vote 
(Councilman Brewster absent). · 

6. APPROVAL OF DEMANDS: 

. Councilman Uerkwitz moved that al~ properly audited demands be 
paid. His motion was seconded by Councilman Sciarrotta~ roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Brewster absent). 

7. MOTION TO WAIVE·FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Wilson moved that after the Clerk has given a nUIPber 
and read title to any resolution or ordinance on tonight's agenda, the 
further reading thereof be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each 
Councilman the right to demand the reading of any such resolution or 
ordinance in regular order. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Sciarretta, and roll cali vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman 
Brewster absent). 
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8.. COUNCIL COMMIT'rEE ¥.i.EETINGS • 

No reports. 

:PRESENTATIONS: 

9. ~RESENTATION OF PER.MA.PLAQUE expressing appreciation to 
FRANK PAOUR, JR. for his outstanding service to the Cit.y 
of Torrance and to his fellowman. 

It was with special plea~ure that Mayor Miller, on behalf of 
the Council and Mr. Paour's many friends, formally presented a 
permaplaque to Mr. Frank Paour, Jr. this date on the occ~sion of 
his 75th birthday. There was gracious and grateful acceptance by 
Mr. Paour -- along with interesting recollectiomrof early day 
Torrance, arid· .ineroductions o:f his fa~ily .,-present' oti this· :momentous 
occasion. j: ': .. · .~ -

10. PRESENTATION OF PERMAPLAQUE honoring VERN SMITH for his 
five years of dedicated service to the City of Torrance. 

The considerable community dedication displayed by Mr. Vern 
Smith was lauded by Mayor Miller, on behalf of the Council, in the 
presentation of his permaplaque-;l Mr. Smit.h expressed his appreciation 
for such recognition, and urged support of the Citizens Advisory 
Committee efforts • 

. PROCLAMATIONS: 

11. "Better Water for Torrance Week" - August· 13 -20, 1972. 

So pr~claimed by Mayor Miller. 

REAL PROPERTY: 

12. RESOLUTION authorizing Airport Lease between the City of Torrance 
and Civil Air Patrol, Squadron 129. 

13. FLIGHTIME SCHOOL OF AVIATION.APPEAL. 

Per City Attorney Remelmeyer, Council consideration was first 
directed to Item #13, in that the decision.:on that item has a direct 
bearing on Item #12. 

Staff/Airport Cotcuhission recommendations - Item #12 - That the 
Civil Air Patrol airport lease be approved and the subject resolution 
be adopted, subject to the City Attorney's approval as to form; 
Item #13 - Airport Manager's recommendation: That Airport CoroJnission 
approval of the former Marks Aviation and Western Air Radio premises 
to the Civil Air Patrol and L-P Flying respectively be reaffirmed by 
Council. - were reviewed. 

Mr. George Haddad, president, Flightime School of Aviation, was 
present to appeal Airport Corrnnission action taken with regard to agenda 
item #12, per his July 31st communication in this regard -- Mr. Haddad 
reiterated his primary concern, that of the absence of any review or 
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inspection of the Flightime operation as to its needs by Airport 
Staff. It was further indicated by Mr. Haddad that alternative 
solutions have been conceived, but there has been no consideration 
of such alternatives. 

Representing the Civil Air Patrol, Lieutenant Earnest Oberheim, 
4009 Via Largavista~ Palos ;Verdes Estates, Corru.~ander, Squadron 129, 
Civil Air Patrol, stated that this Squadron was established on the 
Airport in 1967 by Maj?r George Fischer, culminating in the a~range
ments before the Council this even~ng. The progress to this point 
was reviewed by Lieutenant Oberheim; outlined as well were the CAP 
activities on the Airport. ,, 

It was specifical"ly clarified at this point, following discussion 
regarding notification to-Plightime~ that a letter went forward to 
Flightime- on December 15th advising them that the premises were not 
availablea and that it was proposed to negotiate a lease with the 
Civil Air Patrol. 

Mayor Miller reiterated his previously expressed concern regard
ing the time sequence surrounding receipt. of applications and the 
disposal thereof -- a time limit should be established to control 
this continuing problem. The Mayor then indicated that he would 
support the request of the Civil Air Patrol for the reason that they 
made the original application; they do service the-:oornrnunity; and the 
other circumstances are most unfortunate. 

Concurrence with Mayor Miller's sentiments was -expressed by 
Councilman Sciarretta. Councilman Uerkwitz pointed out the obvious 
need for some change in the manner of handling·. the _Airport applica'
tions; ground rules should be permanently establishedg and is a 
matter deserving of review by the Transportation Committee, the City 
Manager 0 and the Airport Manager. 

It was the comment of Councilman Armstrong that the subject 
problem should never have·come before the Council, .and should have been 
solved much earlier in the game. Mr. Armstrong would concur that the 
Transportation Committee shoula take a look at the entire process. 

The following action resulted: 

MOTION: Councilman Sciarretta moved that·.the appeal of 
Flightime Sc~ool of Aviation be DENIE~. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Wilson. 

Prior to roll call vote, Councilman Surber inquired as to the 
possibilities of refunding Mr. Haddad's $25.00 fee -- Airport Manager 
Egan advised that this would not be permitted under existing rules 
in that application fees are not refundable~ and would require special 
Council action. Discussion was held, pending roll call vote on the 
above motion. 

Roll call vote on Councilman Sciar.rotta 1 s motion to deny Flightirne; s 
appeal was unanimously favorahle · !Councilman Brewster absent) . 

3. City Council 
August 8, 1972 

~-· 



,. 

-352 

Council attention was now directec to Itt!m #12, anu th~"! 

resolution authorizing Civil Air Patrol lease: 

RESOLUTION NO. 72-158 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF T!IE 
CITY OF TOR...'R.:"\NCB AU'l~HOR~ZING THE EXECUTION 
OF THAT CERTAIN AIRPORT LEASE BETWEEN THF 
CITY OF TORRANCE AND CIVIL AIR PATROL, 
SQUADRON 129, AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR lL'l'\ID 
CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE SAID AIRPORT LEASE. 

< 

. , 
Councilman Uerkwitz moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 

72-158. His motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll call 
vote was unanimously:·:favorable (Councilman Brewster absent) • 

... ~;,;,:: .. 
,_. ~· 

It was the comment of Councilman Surber, at the tL-ne of his "yes" 
vote, that he fully supports the CAP; they do a tremendous job, and there 
is no ·way that he could vote "no". 

Mayor Miller then directed the · ~ranspo~9-tion · cornmittee · to investi
gate a procedure to handle applications -- along the lines that once 
an application. has been established there be a time limit -- such 
matter to come before Council, with or w_ithout a recorrunendation~ W.ithin 
such time period, and·, thereby··. ±nsure a· ~recessing procedure which will 
be fair to all. 

Reference was again made by Councilman Surber to the fee paid 
by Mr. Haddad, and Mr. Surber MOVED that the Council either refund 
Mr. Haddad his $25.00 or, if it be his choice,"leave it with the 
Airport Manager, the Airport Manager be directed to work with 
Mr. Haddad in finding suitable quarters as soon as possible. 

Councilman Uerkwitz indicated understanding with Councilman 
Surber 1 s motivesi and agreement with what is . proposed -- however, 
such action would present an ordinance/poricy problem, and it is 
his opinion that this matter can be satisfactorily worked out in 
Corrunittee. General Council concurrence was indicated, and the motion 
died for lack of a second. 

Mr. Haddad was permitted to make a closing comment whereupon 
he reiterated his earlier statement that not one person on the Airport 
Corrunission, --the· Airport ;Staff, ·a::i:- Coul!cil has contacted them regarding 
their needs since his previous appearance before Council. (Councilman 
Surber indicated that he had so·done.) 

Mr. Frank Leichleiter, from the audience, referred to cornmunicati1 
problems encountered. 

Mayor Miller directed that all interested parties be notified of 
the subject Transportation Committee meeting. 
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TRAFFIC AND LIGHTING: 

14. RESOLUTIO~ re: TOPICS. 

RESOLUTION NO. 72-159 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFOR..l\J"IA, APPROVING 
SU.F'PLE.MEl\~ NO. 1 TO AGREEMENT NO. 2 3 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE A..l\J"D THE 

CALIFORNIA DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS RELATING 
TO THE TRAFFIC OPERATIONS PROGRAM TO 
INCREASE CAPACITY AND SAFETY. 
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Councilman Sciarretta moved to approve Resolution No. 72-159. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Surber 0 and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable (Councilman Brewster absent) . 

FISCAL MATTERS: 

15. RESOLUTION re: Agreement with Torrance Area Youth Bands, Inc. 
for the fiscal year 1972-73. 

RESOLUTION NO. 72-160 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND.DIRECTING 
THE MAYOR A..~D CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE A...~D 

ATTEST TF.AT CERTAIN AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE AND THE·. TOR.fill..NCE AREA 
YOUTH BANDS 0 INC. FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 

1972-73. 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 72=160. 
His motion, seconded by Councilman Sciarretta, was unanimously approved 
by roll call vote (Councilman Brewster absent). 

City Manager Ferraro, on behalf of Director Jim Davidsonq advised 
the Council that the Torrance Area Youth Band is leaving shortly for 
an ~xtensive invitational tour. Mr. Ferraro also conveyed their 
appreciation for the increased b~dget provided by the Council.for the 
band's activities. 

# # # 

The hour being 8:10 P.M. Councilman Sciarretta moved to recess 
as the City Council, and reconvene as the Redevelopment Agency. His 
motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson: roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable (Councilman Brewster absent). 

A 10-minute recess followed at 8:12 P.M. 

# #.· # 
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HEARINGS - OTHER THAN PL.!'\..t.~ING AND ZONING: 

16. STREET LIGHTING ASSESSMBN,-r DIS'i'RICT NO. 16. 

It was announced by Mayor Miller that t?e hour of 7:00 P.M. 
having arrived, this is the time and place fixed by Resolution No. 
72-147 when and where any and all persons having any protest or 
objection to said proposed work, or to the exterit of said assessment 
district, may appear before the City Council of said City of Torrance 
and show cause why said proposed work should not be carried out in 
accordance with said resolutiop. 

At the Mayor's request, Deputy City Clerk Moss presented the 
Affidavit of Publication of Resolution of Intention, and Affidavit of 
Posting of "Notice of Improvement". Councilman Sciarrotta MOVED to 
file said Affidavits; his motion, seconded by Councilman Armstrong, 
was unanimously approved by roll call vote (Councilman Brewster 
abse~t) s 

Assessment Engineer Laurence J. Thompson was sworn in by Deputy 
City Clerk Moss, as was City Traffic Engineer Horkay -- Mr. Horkay 
provided necessary clarification in this matter which incorporated 
past history and the'present consideration.· City Attorney Remelmeyer 
questioned Mr. Horkay as to any desire to delete the property owners 
from the energy and maintenance charge; Mr. Horkay responded that · 
Calle de Arboles pr~p~rty owners are·not included at this time, and 
will not be included, until they have lights -- all: the subject resolu
tion calls for, per Mr. Horkay, is that in the event they do have 
lights within the next five years, there be th~ means to collect for 
same; however, if it be Council instruction to aelete Calle de 
Arboles from the District on the basis that their petition does, in 
fact, have a majority, it will· be deleted, and -f::here will be no 
collection. 

Next noted by City Attorney Remelmeyer ~as the citywide aspects 
of such assessment districts, the "majority~?!otest" aspect:of energy 
and maintenance acts, etc. -- it was stated by Assessment Engineer 
Thompson~that every parcel of p~operty in the City of Torrance is 
receiving basic benefits, whether that particular piece of property 
has a lighting standard or not, hence the basic 6¢ paid by all: if and 
when it should be the desire of the people to install lights ·tt.hen at 
that time an additional cost would be paid. Mr. Remelmeyer ...further 
advised, following-review ·of Riviera area residents opposition to 
street lighting in the past, that the Riviera area may not be excluded 
from the District, but the Council may direct Mr. Horkay not to install 
any street lights in the Riviera unless there is a majority request 
from any group of Riviera residents, with the Council retaining juris
diction over the control of the·installation of new street lights. 
Also reviewed were mandatory public hearing procedures surrounding such 
installations. 

At this point Mayor Miller invited conunents from the large 
audience present on this matter. 

6. City Council 
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Representing ti1e Riviera Horneow"Ilers Associationu Mr. Don Geiler, 
121 Via la Soledad, indicated their understanding that an agreement 
had been rea£hed with the City approximately three years ago that the 
Riviera sections was to have its own separate lighting district~ and 
that no lighting improvements were to be made in the Riviera area 
unless agreed to by the local residents. The recent "Notices of Improve
ment", according to Mr. Geiler, led them to believe that the original 
understanding with the City had changed -- it has now been clarified 
that such is not the case, but their concerns are based -on the poor wordin~ I 

in the subject Notices. J 

Mr. Bud Skolich, 118 Cafle de Arboles, presented a petition 
bearing 283 signatures,· and advised that a survey of Calle de Arbo,J.es 
residents revealed that 700/o do not want lights for the reason that it 
is desired to maintain a rural atmosphere 0 lights are unnecessaryc 
higher traffic would result, there would be an unnecessary tax burdeno 
and represents an additional power drain of precious electrical energyo 

' An aside concern expressed by Mr. Skolich was the fact that the 
stop sign at Via Colusa and Calle de Arboles is being disregarded 
a situation which should be checked out by the Police Departrnento 

Mr. Skolich then indicated that he was satisfied with the Staff 
explanations at this meeting, and express~d his regret that the notice 
ever got out in the first place. 

Like concerns-and criticisms were voiced by Mr. Warren Sper..cer, 
139 Calle de Andalucia, specifically as to the -possible effect on tax 
rates: Mr. Carl Mathi~, _ 421 Via Malaga: Mr. George Keenal, 517 Via la 
Selva: and Mr. John Salas, 425 Via Malaga. 

At the request of Mayor Miller, Deputy City Clerk ~..oss assigned 
a number and read title to: 

" · I 
I r 

RESOLUTION NO. 72-161 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF TF..E 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, CONFIRMING 
THE REPORT OF.THE CITY TRAFFIC ENGINEER; 
CONFIRMING THE PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS, 
ESTIMATEuDIAGRAM AND ASSESSMENT CONTAINED 
IN SAID REPORT; OVERRULING PROTESTS AND 
OBJECTIONS IN THE PROCEEDINGS UNDER . RESO
LUTION OF INTENTION NO. 72-147; ORDERING 
THE WORK AND LEVYING THE ASSESSMENT FOR 
SERVICE NECESSARY TO INSTALL 0 MAINTAIN Ji..ND 
ILLUMINATE BY ELECTRIC ENERGY THE STREET 
LIGHTS AS SHOWN ON SAID DIAGRAM FOR A PERIOD 
OF FIVE (5) YEARS, BEGINNING NOVEMBER 1, 1972, 
AND ENDING OCTOBER 31, 1977f ORDERING THE 
CITY CLERK OF SAID CITY TO TRANSMIT DIAGRAM 
AND ASSESSMENT T·O THE COUNTY TAX COLLECTOR; 
AND EMPOWERING TAX COLLECTOR TO MAKE 

COLLECTIONS. 
(STREET 'LIGHTING :ASSESSMENT DISTRICT NO. 16) 
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Councilman Wilson moved for the adoptio11 of R.:solution Ho. 
72-161. His motion, seconded by Councilman Sciarro·tta, was unanimously 
approved by roll call vote {Councilman Biew~ter absent). 

RESOLUTION NO. 72-162 
' -·, 

A RESOLUTION OP THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CI'l'Y 
OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, DETERMINING TF..AT 

THERE IS ONLY ONE co:NTRACTOR PRACTICALLY 
CAPABLE OF SERVING THE STREET LIGHI'ING 
SYSTEM WITHIN TORRANCE STREET LIGHI'ING 
DISTRICT NO. 16 IN ACCORDANCE WITH DIAGRAM 

AND PLAN NO. L-16-72, AND ORDERING THE 
IMPRQTi?EMENT TO BE CARRIED OUT BY SUCH 

CONTRACTOR. 

Councilman Sciarretta moved for the adoption of Resolution Noo 
72-162. His motion was seconded by Councilman Surber6 and rol~ call 
vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Brewster absent). 

MOTION: Councilman Uerkwitz moved that the hearing be closed 
on item #16. His motion, seconded by Councilman Sciarrottao was 
unanimously favorable (Councilman Brewster absent)& 

It was generally reaffirmed by the Council that the present 
"no lighting" policy in the Riviera wilr be maintained -- the above 
action merely extends existing arrangements for another five yearso 

PLANNING AND ZONING HEARINGS: 

17. V 72-7, PENINSULA ENTERPRISES , INC . (Ken neth Battram? President) . 
Request for a variance from the provisions of the C-R and C-3 
{PP) zones to permit operation of a-recreational vehicle storage 
business on property located at the east side of Prairie Avenueu 
south of Artesia Boulevard. 
RECOMMENDED FOR DENIAL BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION. 

Affidavit of Publication was presented by Deputy City Clerk Mosso 
and it was ordered filed, there being no objection. 

Mayor Miller announced that this is the time and place for the 
subject public hearing, and invited those desiring to .speak to do so at 
this time. 

Representing the proponent, Mr. Peter Tillson, 17422 Prairie 
Avenue, stated that there is "unnecessary hardship" necessitating the 
requested variance in that the State has indicated its intent to 
purchase the subject property for a ·freeway off-ramp. Mr. Tillson 
added that this is the third requested use presented by the proponent 
-- each time having been denied basically because of the fact that the 
property is a pote.ntial off-ramp; as of this date, there has been no 
condemnation notification -- consequently, the property is unusable to 
them. 
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Permitted uses in the existing zones were reviewed. Mr. Tillson 
, then conunented that an earlier application (l969)for a -fish farm(permitted 

in the zone) was denied: in 1970 we submitted another plan for an office 
building, also denied -- denials being based on the fact that the State 
was going to take-the property. Further noted by Mr. Tillson was an 
apparent hold on this property in the Building Department because of 
the circumstances of the freeway off-ramp. Building and Safety Directer 
McKinnon deemed such a circumstance highly unlikely: a building permit 
would be issued were all conditions met. Mayor Miller questioned the 
propriety of denial by the City based on State plans for the property 0 

were such the case. Mr. Tillson responded that the continued denials 
are discouraging; what is now proposed would provide a temporary use 
of this _State~involved property. ' 

Further hardships in connection with the subject variance were 
then pointed out by Mr. Tillson -- the property is a weed patchu a 
place for mo±orcycle use -- a recreational vehicle storage area would 
be an asset to the area, in his opinion. Mr. Tillson then returned to 
point out that previous denials have been based on the off-ramp aspect 
of the property, and the minutes of these meetings. will support this 
statement. It was questioh~d 'ny: ~city-Attorney Remelmeyer that such 
could have been the case -- the proponent· is entitled to build on the 
property if the zoning law is complied with: the fact that the State 
is going to condemn the property is not sufficient grounds to deny him 
a building permit. City Engineer Weaver noted the routine notification 
to the State regarding properties of inte'rest to them. Mr. Tillson 
at this point acknowledged that "his case now has a big hole in the 
bag right now" and removes such hardship basis. 

:-r <;"~- -~--~~ ... 

Next to speak was Mrso Betty Cypress, 3933 West 176th Street, 
who reviewed Planning Commission action several years ago re: the 
fish farm -- the property was zoned A-l:·there was no neighborhood 
opposition as far as the zone change and precise plan requirement 0 

and the res.ultant proposed fish farm development. wnen the fish 
farm did not materialize, Mrs. Cypress continued, she personally 
inquired as to what happened and was told that finqncing fell 
through, and the sale that was in escrow, contingent upon a change 
of zone, did not go through for other reasons. In the subject 
consideration, it is the feeling of the neighborhood that it would 
be very detrimental to have a vehicle storage area and a building 
where repairs could be made -- _hence their opposition· to even a 
temporary variance. according to Mrs. Cypress. 

It was the further comment of Mrso ·Cypress that the neighborhood 
is not opposed to :a proper development with proper setbacks -- such 
development would be a reasonable thing. 

A supplemental letter of concern from the North Torrance 
Property and Homeo-wners Association, signed by President William 
Largent, was specifically .noted by Deputy City Clerk Moss at this 
point in the meeting. Mr. Largent was present 0 and indicated that 
he had nothing to add to the communication. 

· Mayor Miller invited any·de~ired rebuttal by Mr. Tillson. 
Mr. Tillson returned to question whether or not, in the event of 
denial of the subject request, he could come back im.~ediately and 
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file for the use permitted on the property. Mayor Miller n~iterated 
that any permissible uses in the zoning may be undertakenr subject to 
the established precise plan requirement. 

It was the further corn.i."llent of Mr. Tillson, re: the f5_s~1 farm, 
that -itwas denied; non-development was not due to financing . the 
building has suhsequently been built at 190th and Figueroa. 

- There -peing no one else who wished to be heard, Councilman 
Sciarretta moved that the hearing be closed. His motion was 
seconded by Councilman Wilson;, roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable (Councilman Brewster absent). 

The i~plication that some "hidden force" directed prev.:i6us- Planni 
Conunission hearings and Staff findings was denied by Councilman 
Armstrong -- Mr. Armstrong then expressed his doubts as to tha now prc
pos~d use, e·•;ren on an interim basis, being placed next to a single·
family residential area. 

Concurrence with Councilman Armstrong's findings was indicated 
by Councilman Uerkwitz -- further, the hardship has not been proven 
to him in that there are other uses within the zone which can return 
the same benefits. Councilman Uerkwitz thereupon MOVED TO CONCUR WITH 
THE PLANNING COMMISSION for DENIAL of V 72-7; the motion was seconded 
by Councilman Armstrong. 

Prior to roll call vote on the motion, Mayor·Miller noted the 
likely expediting of State action with submission by the proponent of 

.an acceptable development -- overall condernnat~on procedures were 
reviewed by City Attorney Remelmeyer for the edification of those 
present. 

Roll call vote on Councilman Uerkwitz• · motion to DENY V 72-7 
was unanimously favorable, _"YES'' ·oeing for denial.- -- (Councilman 
Brewster absent). 

It was the request of Mayor Miller that Staff research previous 
hearings alluded to, and report.back on what actually took place. 

18. V 72-8, ANNA GUAGENTI. Request for a variance from the provisions 
of the R-1 zone to allow the construction of a fourth residential 
unit on property located at 2048 West 238th Street. 
PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDS APPROVAL SUBJECT TO CERI'AIN 
CONDITIONS. 

An Affidavit of Publication was presented by Deputy City Clerk 
Moss, and it was ordered filed, -there being no objection. 

Mayor Miller announced that this is the time and place for the 
subject public hearing, and inquired if anyone wished to be heard. 
The proponent was present; there were no questions. 

Councilman Wilson moved that the hearing be closed. His motion 
was seconded by Councilman Surber, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable (Councilman Brewster absent). 

10. City Coun.cil 
August 8, 1972 

!".. ' 

~. 



59 

MOTION: Councilman Sciarretta moved to concur with the recom
mendation_ of the Planning Corrunission for approval of V 72-8J subject 
to certain conditions. The motion was seconded by Councilman Surber, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Brewster 
absent). 

Considered, out of order, by the Council at this time: 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS: 

24. TORRANCE ROSE PARADE FLOAT. 

RECOMMENDATION OF TORRANCE ROSE FLOAT ASSOCIATION: 
That the City Council accept co-sponsorship with the Forest 
Service, Department of Agricultureg for the 1973 City of 
Torrance Rose Parade Float; and, the contract with CeE. Bent 
& Son, float builder, as recommended by the Torrance Rose 
Float Association. 

Rose Float Association Vice President Ed Enrietta was present 
to report on an agreement with the Forest Service, Department of 
Agriculture, whereby they will provide $6,000 towards the Rose 
Parade Float and, in return, Woodsy Ov1l, the new ecology symbol of 
the Forest Services, will be one of the key figures on the float. 
A rendering of the float was displayed 9 and Woodsy Owl desk sets 
were gifted the Council by Miss Torrance, Dru McCabe. 

Specifically noted by Councilman Uerkwitz was the outstanding 
job done, in a very short period of time, by tBe Rose Float Association 

praise is in order. Councilman Surber echoed these comrnentse 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to concur with the above recom= 
mendation of the Torrance Rose Float . Association. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Uerkwitz, and roll cail vote was unanimously 
favorable (Councilman Brewster absent). 

PlJANNING AND ZONING HEARINGS: 

19. ZC 72-9, TORRANCE PLANNING COMMISSION. 
Change of zone from C-2 and R-1 to C-5 on property located at the 
east side of Hawthorne Boulevard between . Redondo Beach Boulevard 
and Artesia Boulevard. 
RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION. 

An Affidavit of Publication was presented by Deputy City Clerk 
Moss, and it was ordered filed, · there being no objection. 

Mayor Miller announced that this i _s the time and place for the 
public hearing on ZC 72-9, and invited those desiring to speak to do 
so at this time; 

Background history of the subject area was provided by Planning 
Director Shartle, along with clarification of the pre$ent request and 
the relation thereto. 
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Mr. Bill Drale noted recent tax increases in North Torrance 
and the possible zoning relationship -- recent overall tax increec.ses 
in this area \\ere explained by Mayor Miller. It was also confirmed 
that Mr. Drale's developed property would not be affected by the 
proposed zone change -- noted by Planning Director Shartle was a 
separate zoning study by the Planning Cmrunission of this entire area 

now underway. 
Present to confirm his clients .~: concurrence with Planning 

Commission recommendations was Attorney William McCabe. 

A petition of disapprova~~ bearing the signatures of 80 
residents in the subject area, was specifically noted at this 
point in the meeting. " 

There being no one else who ~ .wished to be heard, Councilman 
Sciarretta 'moved that the hearing be closed. His motion, seconded 
by Councilman Wilson 0 was unanimously approved by roll call vote 
(Councilman Brewster absent) o 

MOTION: Councilman Uerkwitz moved to concur with the recom
mendation of the Planning Commission for ·approval of ZC 72-9 for a 
change of zone from C-2 and R-1 to C-5. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Armstrong, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable 
(Councilman Brewster absent). 

# # 

12. 

# 

City Council 
August 8, 1972 

;~:~~:: .. (i: 

~: .. - j 

;,. 



PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 

20. EMERGENCY AND REGULAR ORDTNANCES re: filing fees for sub
divisions and other divisions of property. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2345 
(EMERGENCY) 

AN ORDINANCE ·-OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRAi.~CE AMENDING SECTIONS 99.1.6 
AND 99.1.7 OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE 
CONCERNING F!LING FEES FOR SUBDIVISIONS 
AND OTHER DIVISIONS OF PROPERTY; AND 
DECLARING THE PRESENCE OF AN EMERGENCY. 

361 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved for the adoption of Emergency 
Ordinance No. 2345 at its first and only reading. His ·motion was 
seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable (Councilman Brewster absent) • 

ORDINANCE NO. 2346 
(REGULAR) 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 99.1.6 
AND 99.1.7 OF TF...E TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE 
CONCERNING FILING FEES FOR SUBDIV:ISIONS 
AND OTHER DIVISIONS OF PROPERTY AND REPEAL
ING ORDINANCE NO. 2345 RELATING TO THE 

SAME MATTER. 

Councilman Armstrong moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 2346 
at its first reading. His motion, seconded by CounciL~an Wilson, was 
unani1n0usly approved by roll call vote {Councilman Brewster absent). 

21. PRAIRIE .AVENUE CHURCH6 18082 Prairie Avenue. 

t.: .. ..:.: 

City Attorney Remelmeyer stated that, pursuant to Council direction ~ 

he had examined the record in the subject case, and has concluded that 
the Prairie Avenue Church must apply for a new Variance via the Planning 
Commission before the City would have the right to grant their request. 

Reverend Jaffee, Assistant Minister of the church, pointed out the 
ea:rl,i~~ y~r!anc~ -feei paid;·-:--.· discussion followed · regar.ding possible 
r~_],:i_e(; · ordinam:e . requ~rements were also not~d; ·· . ·It was the recommenda
tion of Planning Director · Shartle that the fee paid in-connectibn with ·· this 
Council presentation ·be applie¢1 to ' the . now required variance; there were 
no objections. 

MOTION: Councilman Uerkwitz moved to refer Item 21 to the 
Planning Commission, with application ~of· fee in subject request to 
be made to variance request. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Sciarretta, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable {Absent: 
Councilman Brewster) . 
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PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

22. TEST~NG CONTRACT PROPOSALS FOR 1972-73. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION: 
That tne"'\J..::sting contract for the fiscal year 1972-73 be 
awarded to Cooperative Personnel Services. 

MOTION: Councilman Sciarrotta moved to concur with the above 
recommendation of the Civil Service.Commission. His motion was 
seconded by Councilman Wilson: roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable (Councilman Brewster absent). , 
23. REQUEST FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION ON HOURS, WAGES, AND WORKING 

CONDITIONS. 

Noted by the Council 
competion of the agenda. 

such Executive Session to follow 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS: 

24. CITY OF TORRANCE ROSE PARADE FLOAT. · 

Heard earlier in the meeting. · 

SECOND READING ORDINANCES: 

25. ORDINANCE NO. 2343. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2343 ·. 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE REPEALING SECTION 14.6.7 
OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE PERTAINING 
TO EXPLOSIVES AND RENUMBERING AND RE
ADOPTING SAID SECTION TO APPEAR IN SAID 

CODE AS SECTION 86.2.8. 

__ Councilman Armstrong moved for the adoption of Ordinance Noo 2343 
at its second and final reading. His motion was se9onded by Councilman 
Uerkwitz: roll call vote, unanimously favorable (Councilman Brewster 
absent). 

26. ORDINANCE NO. 2344. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2344 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COtrNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING ARTICLE 18 OF 
THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE, DIVISION 9, 
CHAPTER 2, TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS 
FOR ISSUANCE OF HOME OCCUPATION PERMITS; 
P...ND ADDING SECTION 99.1.13 CONCERNING THE 

FILING FEE THEREFOR. 
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Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 2344 
at its second and final reading. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Surber, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman 
r.rewster absent). 

~OUTINE MATTERS: 

27. _ExPENDITURES OVER $300: 

RECOM..'1'.IBNDATION OF FINANCE DIRECTOR: 
That Council approve the following purchases: 

1. $471.45 to Photo & Sound for one only Bell & Howell 
16MM movie projector as requested by the ?olice 
Department for use in training. 

2, $4896.54 to Allstate Building Maintenance Company 
to renew annual window washing contract, unchanged 
for another year. 

3. $672.00 to Industrial Wholesale Electric for one only 
floor mount transformer (heavy-duty type) as requested 
by the Traffic & Lighting Department to correct the 
power overload condition at the City Y~rd. 

4. $324.14 to Pacific Rope & fiber for 4200 ft. of nylon 
rope as requested by the Airport for tie~own of air
crafts. 

5. $308.70 to Phelps-Dodge Communications Company for 
necessary antenna and cables for recently purchased 
mobile radios. 

6. $324. 07 to Osborne-Kemper-Tho.mas I Inc. for 288 south 
Bay logOdesigned desk tiles jas_ requested by the City 
Clerk. These tiles are proprietary in design and the 
style was previously selected by Council. 

7. $2283.75 to .Memorex Equipment Group for an annual 
contract to supply "as requested" 300 rolls of 
magnetic tape as requested by the City Clerk and 
City Attorney's offices. 

8. $2397.60 to Fairbanks-Morse, Weighing Systems Division, 
for one only Universal chlorine scale as requested by 
the Water Department~. required as a replacement. 

9. $497.91 to Udsec Company for one only manhole and one 
only pipe locator devices as requested by the Water 
Department. These are replacement units. 

10. $314. 5.0 to Magafile Company for 96 dozen magafiles 
(plastic mag_azine holders) as _requested by the City 
Librarian for stock. 
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11. $322.82 to West State Books for 46 adult books. 

12. $542.25 to Institute for Business Planning for four renewal 
subscriptions on corporate taxes planning; life insurance 

· .pl~ning; real estate investment planning; and mutual fund 
investment planning, as requested by the City Librarian for 
the City Library system. 

13. $1474.00 to Campbell & Hall c/o Mrs. Dorothy Wilson for 
54 adult and 184 juvenile books. 

14. $337.63 to Bound-to-Stay Bound Books, Inc. for 164 adult 
books. 

15. $633.08 to Crane's Discount Record Store for 173 phonograph 
records. 

16. It is reco~.mended that Council approve the renewing of the 
following annual contracts .unchanged for another year for 
required chemicals used by the Park Department. In each 
case the award was made by item to the low bidder of each 
item on Bid #B71-25. It is now reco~~ended that Council 
approve renewing the following contractsQ unchanged, for 
another year: 

A. $997.50 to the Wilbur-Ellis Company for 
2 items each of Agriforrn Professional 
Fertilizers -- "turf starter mix" and 2 
tons of same - 11 tournamer1:t greens mix". 

B. $5156.70 to Alco Chemical Company for 22 
different chemicals they were "low bid" on. 
(List available in Purchasing office.) 

C. $10,500.00 to Norwalk Fertilizer Company for 
3500 cubic yards of steer manure. 

D. $15 6 4Q8.9~ to Target Chemical Company for 16 
different chemicals they were "low bid" on. 
(List available in Purchasing Office.) 

28. AWARD OF CONTRll,.CT - #1 AND #2 DIESEL FUEL. 

RECOMMENDATION OF FIN&~CE DIRECTOR/PURCHASING SUPERVISOR: 
That Council approve of the City contracting with the low bidder 
of the R.T.D. bid #4-7221. the Standard Oil Company cf California. 
our annual requirements for #1 and #2 Diesel Fuel with delivery 
"as requested", in the total amount of $15,141.00·including ta.'{. 

29. AWARD OF ANNUAL CONTRACT - Engineering Reproduction Paper. 
(Annual Expenditure - $1554.57) 

•• 
RECOMMENDATION OF FINANCE DIRECTOR: 
That Council accept the low bid submitted by Keuffel & Esser 
Company and approval of the awarding of the Annual Contract to 
them in the amount of $1554.57, including tax. 
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AWARD·OF CONTRACT - Modification of Traffic Signal at inter
section of Hawthorne Boulevard and Del Amo Boulevard. 
(Reference Bid - B72-29) (F..nnual Expenditure - $3,790.00) 

RECOMMENDATION OF FINJl. • .NCE DIRECTOR/PTJRCF.J!..STNG SUPERVISOR/ 
CITY TRAFFIC ENGINEER: That Council: 
1. Acc~pt the low bid submitted by S&W Electrical Contractors,. 

Inc., and approve of the awarding of a contract to them for 
the modification work in the total ·amount of $3790.00, 
including applicable taxes: 

· 2·. Appropriate an additional $2500 from State Gas Tax Funds 
< 

for a total appropriation of $ll;soo in order to cover 
additional work required by the State Division of Highways 
for the signal modification (Section 2106). 

31. NOTICE OF COMPLETION - Sanitary Sewer in 236th Place e/o Arlington 
Avenue. (Job #72150) and in Amie Avenue n/o 182nd Street 
(Job No. 72156). 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER: 
JNlat the work be accepted and final payment be made to the 
contractor, G.W. Shore Construction Company . 

-l{This project is financed by $7,200.00 appropriated from the 
Sewer Revolving Fund on June 13, 1972.) 

MOTI<:N: Councilman Sciarretta moved to concur with the recom
mendations o~ agenda items #27, 28, 29~ 30, and #31. His moticnQ 
seconded by Mayor Miller 0 was unanimously approved by roll call vote 
(Councilman Brewster absent). 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

32. Councilman Armstrong noted a significant meeting of the Board 
of Supervisors pertaining to billboards ·slated for Wednesday, August 9tho 
at 9 A.M., and requested that C~ty Staff monitor this meeting. 

33. The high level interest now evident regarding the ambulance for 
Guatemala City was pointed out by Councilman Sciarretta who MOVED that 
the $250.00 previously allocated for this purpose be reaffirmed. The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and roll.call vote was 
unanimously favorable (Councilman Brewster absent). 

34. Councilman Sciarretta requested that the Hi Shear/minibike park 
interests in Airport land be referred to the Transportation Committee 
for thorough review. There were no objections, and it was so ordered. 

at 
35. It was the request of Councilman Surber that/the hotir of adjournment 
o.t;_.;_thi~s.-'ltl~.~.ting t.here· be tribute :-.to ti.he · -memory of California Highway 
P..<'btr.olma-9 Kenneth Grant Roediger; ki°ll.ed August Sth".in line of duty 
TJ""'. · s\l.ch1 tribu_te:~had unanimous Council approval. 
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36. It was confirmed by Councilman :Wilson, on bel1alf of Mr. Arnold 
· Jol1nson (SET.HA), that procedures are underwa.y for the:~ hir5-r.g of a 

seismic expert for formulation of the General Plan. 

37. A necessary -meeting with the Beach CitiE!s Sy1uphonies group with 
the Council Cultural Arts Committee was Hated hy Councilman Wilson,.- it 
being agreed that such meeting be delayed until Councilman Brewster's 
return. 

38. The positive response and goodwill surrounding his recent trip 
to the Mideast was reported by Councilman Wilson -- the successful 
book exchange program now underway was specifically noted by Dr. Wilson. 

~ 

;., 

39. Mayor Miller reported on the response from the League of Californj 
Cities relative to Torrance's resolution protesting the erGction of tran~
mission towers on residential streets and objecting to the decisicn of 
the Public Utilities Commission -- the League will follow through in the 
presentation of same. 

40. The unveiling of an underground oil well unit, attended by Mayor 
~iller, was deemed most worthwhile and a unit that might have a.tremendous 
impact in the City of Torrance -- Staff investigation was requested by 
the Mayor, with a report back in approximately 45 days. 

41. City Traffic Engineer Horkay advis~d the Council of the Inter-City 
Highway Committee meeting re: the Corridor Study on Thursday 8 August lOthu 
at 7:00 P.M. at the Alondra Club. 

At 10:35 P.M. Councilman Uerkwitz moved to recess for the purpose 
of an Executive Session to discuss wages, hours, and working conditions. 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Armstrong~ approval was unanimous 
(Councilman Brewster absent). 

The Council returned at 11:30 P.M. to, first, honor the memory 
of California Highway Patrolman.Kenneth Grant Roediger -- formal 
adjournment followed immediately thereafter, on a MOTION offered by 
Councilman Sciarretta which was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and 
unanimously approved (Councilman Brewster absent) . 

# 

~~~. 
Mayor of the City of Torrance 

Ava Cripe 
Minute Secretary 

*;/(;;, 1 1H: 
~JJJJ0Ji 

Vernon W. Coil, City Cle~k 0£ the 
.city of Torrance, California 
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