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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

320 
July 25, 1972 

The Torrance City Council convened in a regular meeting on 
Tuesday# July 25, 1972, at 7:00 P.M. in·the Council Chambers at 
Torrance City Hall. 

2 • ROLL CALL: 

Present: Councilmen Armstrong, Brewster, Sciarretta, Surber,~ 
Uerkwitz, Wilsonr and Mayor Millero Absent: None. 

Also present: City Manager Ferraror Assistant City Manager 
Scharfman, City Attorney Remelmeyer, and City Clerk Coil. 
Absent: City Treasurer Rupert. 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

Mr. "Bud" Jbhnson led in the salute to the flag. 

4. INVOCATION: 

Reverend Walter Kornegay gave the invocatj_on for the meeting. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved that the minutes of July 11, 1972 
be approved as recorded. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Wilsonf and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

6. APPROVAL OF DEMANDS: 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved that all properly audited demands be 
paid. His motion, seconded by Councilman Sciarretta, was unanimously 
approved by roll call vote. 

7. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Brewster moved that after the Clerk has given a number 
and read title to any resolution or ordinance on tonight's agenda, the 
further reading thereof be waived. reserving and guaranteeing to each 
Councilman the right to demand the reading of any such resolution or 
ordinance in regular order. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Wilson, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

1. City Council 
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8. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS. 

Ad Hoc Corrmittee re: Council Rules of Order: 
Met this date -- rnee~ings will continue after September 1st. 

PRESENTATIONS: 

9. PRESENTATION OF WATCH to Ex-Councilman Orin P. Johnson for 
eight years of service to the City of Torrance. 

~ 

L 

Mayor Miller 6 on behalf Df the Council,a~d ·staff, . gifted Mr. John n 
with the traditional watch in recognition of his eight valuable 
years of service to the City of Torrance -- four years in management; 
four years as a Ccuncilman -- and conveyed the appreciation of all for 
his contributions to the City and its betterment. 

Mr. Johnson expressed his sincere appreciationo deeming the 
watch "a real memento to be cherished the rest of my life." 

l · 

10. PRESENTATION OF A PERMAPLAQUE to Officer Phillip Joseph 
commending hi.in for his work 0 leadership and service as president 
of the Torrance Police Officers Association. 

Permaplaque presentation was made by Mayor Miller, on behalf of 
the Council 0 in appreciation of Officer Joseph's outstanding TPOA 
leadership. Officer Joseph thanked all those instrumental in this 
presentationg and accepted same on behalf of 188 policemen. 

PROCLAMATIONS~ 

11. "TORRANCE NIGHT IN DODGER STADIUM" 

So proclaimed by Mayor Miller. 

HEARINGS OTHER TH&.~ PLANNING A..~D ZONING: 

12. 1971 WEED ABATEMENT PROGRAM~ 
CONFIRMATION OF ASSESSMEN1' ROLL ., 

August l ~ 1972. 

Mayor Miller announced that this is the time and place for the 
hearing on confirmation of the 1971 Weed Abatement Program, showing 
the costs to be assessed to the property owners listed thereon. 

City Clerk Coil 0 at the Mayor's request 0 presented the Affidavit 
of Posting. Councilman Uerkwitz moved to receive and file said 
Affidavit; his motion was seconded by Councilman Sciarrotta 0 and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

Mayor Miller then inquired if anyone wished to be heard; there 
was no response. Councilman Sciarretta moved that the hearing be 
closed. His rnoticn was seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable. 

MOTION: Councilman Brewster moved to approve the report of the 
City Manager as s-..J.bmitted. His motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson 0 

and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

2. City G>~uncil 
July 25, 1972 
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At the request of Mayor Miller, City Clerk Coil assigned a number 
and read title to: 

HESOLUTION NO. 72-151 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE CONFIRMING THE WRITTEN 
REPORT OF THE CITY MANAGER SHOWING THE 
COST OF WEED ABATEMENT FOR 1971. 

(Weed Abatement Assessment Roll, 1971) 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to waive further reading of Resolution 
No. 72-151. His motion 0 seconded by Councilman Armstrong, was unanimously 
approved by roll call vote. 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved for the approval of Resolution 
No. 72-510 His motion was seconded by Councilman Sciarretta; roll call 
vote, unanimously favorable. 

PLANNING AND ZONING HEARI:NGS: 

13. Continued Hearing - V72-6, JEFFERSON COMPANY & ROLLING HILLS 
PLAZA COMPA...'l\J"Y (Albert Levitt). 

14. ZC 72-8 0 TORRANCE PLANNING COMMISSION. 

The above two items were held for later in the meeting, to comply with 
advertised hour (7:30 P.M.) for the hearing. 

PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 

15. Ordinances amending fee schedule for filing of subdivisions, 
division of lots 0 and parcel maps. 

Planning Director Shartle requested that this item be held for 
one week in order that certain problems might be worked out~ ·~councilman 

Armsttong'MOVED t6 concur with:t:he :request of the Planning Director; 
the motion was seconded by Councilman Brewster 0 and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable. 

16. ORDINANCE amending Code governing Trade Schools in the R-P Zone. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2342 

AN ORDINA..'t\fCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING SECTION 95.3.18 
OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE GOVERNING 

TRADE SCHOOLS IN THE R-P ZONE. 

Councilman Sciarretta moved for the approval of Ordinance No. 2342 
at its first reading. His motion was seconded by Councilman Surber, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 
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17. CUP 67-29, LUNDQUIST ENTERPRISES (McDONALD'S CARRY-OUT 

RESTAURANT.) Modification of a previously approved Conditional 
Use Permit to allow expansion of parking lot facilities in the 
C-2 zone on property located at the southeast corner of Pacific 
Coast Highway and Ocean Avenue. RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL BY THE 
PLANNING COMMISSION SUBJECT TO CERTAIN CONDITIONS. 

Mr. Tom Reese, representing the proponent, was present to provide 
any needed informationo Councilman Brewster noted the need for review 
of the existing driveways on Pacific Coast Highway by the Traffic 
Department, in view of the dangerous situation in this regard -- it was 
agreed that condition #6 could incorporate such review by the Traffic 
Engineer as to a possible driveway modification. 

MOTION: Councilman Sciarretta moved to concur with the recom
medation of the Planning Commission for approval subject to certain l 

conditions 0 with the above noted modification to condition #6. 
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Armstrong. 

It was the request of Councilman Uerkwitz that there be review 
by the Traffic Engineer as well of the problems presented by the entry 
right at the corner when the traffic comes upon a car turning right 
into the restaurant. Mr. Reese indicated that the increased parking 
spaces will greatly alleviate this situationo It was the consensus 
that the amended condition #6 would accommodate this concern. 

Further recommended by Councilman Brewster was the use of the 
City curb return~ rather than that employed by the State -- City 
Engineer Weaver advised that this could be done; .State approval is 
possible with certain limitations. 

Roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

APPEALS OTHER THAN PLANNING AND ZONING: 

18. SIGN APPEAL~ Steve's Burgers, 1632 Crenshaw Boulevard. 

Held for later in the meet~ng, being a public hearing itemv 

TRAFFIC AND LIGHTING: 

19. CHINO PILOT PROGRAM RE: FREEWAY LOGO SIGNS. 

RESOLUTION NO. 72-152 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE URGING THE STATE DIVISION 
OF HIGHWAYS TO APPROVE A PILOT PROJECT 
ALONG THE POMONA FREEWAY THROUGH THE CITY 
OF CHINO FOR COMMERCIAL FREEWAY=ORIENTED 
SIGNS WITHIN THE FREEWAY RIGHT-OF-WAY. 

Councilman Sciarretta moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
72-152; the motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson. 
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Prior to roll call vote .on the motion, it was the comment of 
Councilman Armstrong that it would be fine if it could be guaranteed 
that the various businesses would trade a 40 or 50 ft. pole sign for 
a logo sign; he does not feel that this will happen without a struggle 
-- the ·Planning Conunission may be on the right track with their feeling 
that it is simply more signs. However, Mr. Armstrong continued, it is 
a request from the City of Chino as a pilot, and he would favor sup
porting their request if it can be closely followed as to the results. 

Noted by Councilman Wilson was concern regarding freeway signing 
for the Del Amo Financial Center -- where does the signing stop? 

The motion to adopt Resolution No. 72-152 was unanimously approved 
by roll call vote. 

Councilman Brewster stated, at the time of his "yes" voted that his 
affirmative vote is . on the basis that it is Chino's pilot project, and it 
will be interesting to see what happens over in Chino -= but he is not 
committing the City of Torrance in any way, shape or form to this kind 
of a signing program by so voting. 

AIRPORT MATTERS: 

20. RESOLUTION granting easement for right-of-way to Los Angeles 
County Flcod Co~trol District fer Storm Drain Project Noe 8151, 
Line C~ across the Torrance Municipal Airport. 

RESOLUTION NO. 72-153 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CI1Y COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRA..~CE GRANTING A PERPETUAL 
EASEMENT TO THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD 

CONTROL DISTRICT FOR THE CONSTRUCTION, 
OPERATION AND MAINTENA..~CE OF A COVERED 
STORM DRAIN AND APPURTENANT STRUCTURES 
ACROSS THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL AIRPORT. 

Councilman Surber moved for. the adoption of Resolution Noe 72-153. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Uerkwitz 0 and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorablee 

21. RESOLUTION approving agreement between the City and The Gerardin 
Corporation dba Peninsula Aviation Company for construction of 
storm drain. 

RESOLUTION NO. 72-154 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE APPROVING AN AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE A.:.~D THE 
GERARDIN CORPORATION DBA PENINSULA AVIATION 
COMPANY FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A STORM 
DRAIN AND AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE 
MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST 

SAID AGREEMENT. 
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Councilman Uerkwitz moved fer the adoption of Resolution No. 
72-154. His motion was seconded by Co~ncilman Armstrongc and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

22. RESOLUTION authorizing agreement between the City and Charles N~ 
Smith dba Southwest Skyways. 

RESOLUTION NO. 72-155 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR 
AND CIIY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST THAT 
CERTAIN AGREEMENT DATED AUGUST 1, 1972 
BETWEEN THE CITY A..~D CHARLES N. SMITH DOING 

BUSINESS AS SOUTHWEST SKYWAYS. 

Councilman Sciarretta moved fer the adoption of Resolution No~ 
72-155. His mction 9 seconded by Councilman Surber, was unanimously 
approved by roll call vote. 

WATER SYSTEM: 

1-

23. WATER MAIN AND APPURTEN&~CES - CARSON STREET FROM WESTERN AVENUE 
TO CRENSHAW BO:..:"'I.iE-VARD. 

RECOMMENDATION OF WATER SYSTEM MANAGER: 
That Co~ncil approve an appropriation of $110~000 from the Water 
Revenue Fund to construct approximately 6,600 feet of 12" water 
main and appurtenances along Carson Street ._from Western Avenue 
to Crenshaw Boulevard, in addition to the July 14, 1970 
appropriation cf $50,000 for a portion of the same project. 

MOTION: Councilman .Uerkwitz moved to concur.with the above recom-
. b 

mendation of . the Water System Manager, and the appropriation of $110,000 
from the Water Revenue Fund. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Brewster; roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

24. IMPROVEMENT OF WALTERIA RESERVOIR ACCESS ROAD. 

RECOMMENDATION OF WATER SYSTEM MANAGER: 
That Council approve an appropriation of $4 0 800 from the Water 
Revenue Fund for improvement by the Los Angeles County Road 
Department of the access road to the Walteria Reservoir site 
from Crenshaw Bo~levard to 24 feet width instead of 16 feet 0 

with the proviso this appropriation be refunded to the Water 
Revenue Fund upon establishment of the leaseback financing 
arrangement for the proposed tennis court complex atop the 
Walteria Reservoir. 

MOTION: Councilman Sciarretta moved to concur with the above 
recommendation of the Water System Manager 0 and the appropriation of 
$4,800 from the Water Revenue Fund. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Uerkwitz, and carried, with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Armstrong 0 Brewster, Sciarretta, Uerkwitz, 
Wilson, and Mayor Miller. 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: Surber (Because of the leaseback 
financing) . 
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SECOND READING ORDINANCES: 
I 

25. ORDINANCE NO. 2338. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2338 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL QF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 92.20 . 3 
AND 93.2.2 OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE 
RELATING TO UNIT SIZE AND OFF-STREET 
PARKING REQUIREMENTS. FOR DUPLEXES AND 
REPEALING SECTIONS 92.20.5 AND 93.5.5 OF 
SAID CCDE RELATING TO INGRESS AND EGRESS 

STANDARDS AND GARAGE APARTMENTS. 

326 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Ordinance No . 2-

its second and final reading. His motion 0 seconded by Councilrr:a:-
was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

26. ORDINANCE NO. 2339. 

(Note: A typographical error appeared in both the brdinanc ~ 

title and Section 1 of Ordinance No . 2339 at its first reading - 
it should correctly read Section 17.41.1 (instead of 17.61.1) i n 
both instances.) 

ORDINANCE N0 . . 2339 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CI'IY OF TORRANCE AMENDING SECTION 17.41.1 
OF PART IV 0 CHAPTER 7, DIVISION 1 OF THE 
TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO ADJUST THE 
SALARIES OF CERTAIN CLASSIFICATIONS. 

Councilman Armstrong. moved for the adoption of Ordinance ~~:.:: 
at its second and final reading; his motion 0 seconded by Council~ ~ 

Surbero was unanimously favorable . 

27. ORDINANCE NO . 2340. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2340 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING SECTION 17.101.1 
OF ARTICLE I o PART X o OF CF.APTER 7 0 DIVIS I C~' 

OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CGDE TO ADJUST 'I~ = 

SALARIES · OF CERTAIN CLASSIFICATIONS. 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved for the adoption of Ordinance Ne. 
second and final reading . The motion was seconded by Councilma~ 
Sciarrottao and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

7. City Council 
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28. ORDINANCE NO. 2341. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2341 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE REPEALING PART XI OF 
CHAPTER 7, DIVISION 1, OF THE TORRANCE 
MUNICIPAL CODE GOVERNING EMPLOYMENT 
COMPENSATION PROVISIONS FOR EXEMPT 
EMPLOYEES AND ADDING A NEW PART XI 
DEALING WI'I"H THE SAME SUBJECT. 

Councilman 
2341 at its second and 
Councilman Wilso~ 0 and 

Sciarretta moved for the adoption of Ordinance 
fir.al reading. His motion was seconded by 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

l -

ROUTINE MATTERS: 

29. EXPENDI~URES OVER $300: 

RECOMMENDATION OF FINANCE DIRECTOR: 
That Council approve the following purchases: 

No. 

1. $335.04 to D::ccmmon Metals & Supply Company for eight 
pieces of cut-to-size steel plates required for fabrication 
work for equipment as requested by the City Garage. 

2. $301.03 to Del Amo Dodge of Torrance for repairs to a 
City Pickup (Unit #8021) involved in ·an accident 0 as 
requested by the City Garage. Billing tc the responsible 
party is in pro.gre s s . 

3. $800.10 to Van Lingen Body Shop of Torrance for repairs 
to a 1971 Plymouth (Police Unit #7136) involved in an 
accident 0 as requested by the City Garage. 

4. $2467.50 to Cataphote Company for renewal of an annual 
contract "uncha:ngedn for another year to supply "as 
required" ten tons of glass beads used to make street 
marking paint "reflective". This contract was originally 
approved by Council on 9/16/69 and the bid contained a 
"renewal of contract" option which the Cataphote Company 
has agreed to honor for another year with no increase in 
price. 

5. $830 ~ 00 tc Vermont Lumber of Torrance for 200 only 12-ft. 
length sign posts as requested by the Traffic and Lighting 
Department for use in posting traffic signs. 

6. $400.79 to Brocks Products Inc. for twelve only water meter 
boxes and two steel meter box covers as requested by the 
Water Department for stock. 

7. $979.39 to Western Water Works Supply Company for 100 only 
l" and 25 only 2" water angle valves as requested by the 
Water Department for stock. 

8. 

; .... '\. 
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SECOND READING ORDINANCES: 

25. ORDINANCE NO. 2338. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2338 

, . 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL 9F THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 92.20.3 
AND 93.2.2 OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE 
RELATING TO UNIT SIZE AND OFF-STREET 
PARKING REQUIREMENTS.FOR DUPLEXES AND 
REPEALING SECTIONS 92.20.5 AND 93.5.5 OF 
SAID CCDE RELATING TO INGRESS AND . EGRESS 

STANDARDS AND GARAGE APARTMENTS. 

326 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. ::· 
its second and final reading. His motion 0 seconded by Councilrna ~ 
was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

26. ORDINANCE NO. 2339. 

(Note: A typographical error appeared in both the ordinanc -~ 

title and Section 1 of Ordinance No. 2339 at its first reading -
it should correctly read Section 17.41.l (instead of 17.61.1) in 
both instances.) 

ORDINANCE N0 .. 2339 

AN ORDINAfJCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING SECTION 17.41.1 
OF PART IV 0 CHAPTER 7 3 DIVISION 1 OF THE 
TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO ADJUST Trill 
SALARIES OF CERTAIN CLASSIFICATIONS. 

Councilman Armstrong moved for the adoption of Ordinance K2 

at its second and final reading; his motion, seconded by Council~~ 
Surber 0 was unanimously favorable. 

27. ORDINANCE NO. 2340. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2340 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF. THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING SECTION 17.101.1 
OF ARTICLE I, PART X 0 OF CF.APTER 7 0 DIVIS IC~ 

OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO ADJUST TE= 
SALARIES·OF CERTAIN CLASSIFICATIONS. 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 
second and final reading. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Sciarrotta 0 and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

7. City Council 
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8. $656.78 to James Jones Company for 100 only l" water 
line valvesg 50 only l" water couplings and 25 only 
3/4" sealing devices as requested by the Water Depart
ment. 

9. $882.00 to G.P. Putnam's Sons & Coward, Mccann & Geohegan, 
Inc. for 320 copies of new publications as part of the 
Greenaway Planso 

lOo $3650.00 to R. Newman Company for an annual contract to 
supply on an "as nee'1ed" basi? photographic and visual 
aid supplies required for all City departments •. 

11. $800.00 tc All-Fire Protection Service for an annual 
service contract to service and inspect all fire 
extinguishers on City property "as requested". ~-

12. $413.70 to Graybar Electric for two each electric water 
fountains as requested by the Fire Department as replace
ments. 

13. $1200000 to Mike Brown Grandstands, Inc. for the rental 
of steel frame bleachers (750 seat capacity) as requested 
by the Recreation Department for use at the City's annual 
"Aquacade" event to be held in August. Price includes 
assemblir.g and disassembling of bleachers and liability 
insurance. 

14. Deleted. 

3 0 • AWARD OF CONTRACT - B:..i lk . Gaso 1 i ne · - She 11 Oi 1 Comp any. : 1 · ~ 

Re: Torrance 1'Cooperative Purchasing" Program with Los Angeles 
County - FY 72-73. ($80,000.00 Annual Expenditure) 
Reference Agreement #30202 dated 6/14/72, Los Angeles County 

and Shell Oil Companyo 

RECOMMENDATION OF FINANCE DIRECTOR/PURCHASING SUPERVISOR: 
That Council approve of the awarding of this contract to the 
Shell Oil Company in accord'ance with our "Cooperative Program" 
with the County of Los Angeles. This award would represent 
total gasoline requirement for Fiscal Year 1972-73. The 
anticipated annual expenditure is expected to be $80,000 
annually for beth regular and premium gasoline. 

31. AWARD OF CONTRACT - Fertilizers 0 Top Dressings 0 Weed Killers 0 

Herbicides and Insecticides. (Annual Expenditure $17 0 200000) 
(Reference·Bid No. B72-24). 

RECOMMENDATION OF PURCHASING SUPERVISOR/FINANCE DIRECTOR: 
That Council approve of the awarding of a contract to the 
following low bidders for the items specified (per Bid 
Proposal): 

1. $5,751090 to Wilb~r Ellis Company for the award of 
items 1 and lOo 

2. $10~264.80 to Target Chemical Company for the award of 
items 2 8 3,6,8,9, and 11-14. · 

9. City Council 
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3. $444.00 to Los Angeles Chemical Company for the award 
of item 16. 

4. $688.44 to Alco Chemical Company for the award of items 
4, 5, 7, .and 15 • 

(Note: The above totals include sales tax.) 

32. AWARD OF CONTRACT - Water Main in Sepulveda Boulevard from 
Maple Avenue to Hickory Avenue. (Job No. 72158) (B72-25). 

. . 
RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER/WATER SYSTEM MANAGER: 
That the contract be awarded to Pipeline Constructors, Inc. 
and all other bids be rejected. 

(This project is financed by $20,000 appropriated from the ~ 

Water Main Extension Revolving Fund on June 6 0 1972.) 

33. REFUND OF DRILLING PERMIT FEES. 

RECOMMENDATION OF BUILDING A...~D SAFETY DIRECTOR: 
That the $600 be refunded in view of the fact that the purpose 
for which the fee was paid could not be carried out due to 
requirements of the City of Torrance. 

34. REVISED CLASS SPECIFICATIONS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE SPECIALIST. 
Recommended for approval by the Civil Service Commission. 

It was the comment of Councilman Uerkwitz that the educational 
requirements, in his opinion, are quite rigorous ·which might preclude 
some internal promotion. Mro Uerkwitz requested that a "no" vote 
on this item be recorded for him. 

35. EXCUSED ABSENCES FOR COMMISSIONER DOUGAN. 

REQUEST OF PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION: 
That Council approve.excused absences'of'Commissigner Dougan on 
July 12, 197.2 and any meetings through August 14th. 

36. CLAIM of Swayne A. Johnson for property damages. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CI'IY CLERK: 
That the above claim be DENIED and referred to the City Attorney. 
The insurance carrier concurs with the above action. 

MOTION: Councilman Sciarrotta moved to.concur with the above 
recommendations on agenda items #29,30,31,32,33,34,35, and #36. 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Brewster, and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable, with a "no" vote cast by Councilman 
Uerkwitz on item #34. 
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FISCAL MATTERS: 

37. CITY HALL RECORDS STORA.GE SYSTEM. 

RECOM..."1ENDATION OF CITY CLERK: 
That the existing filing· system in the Records Division be 
replaced with a new system known as the "Magic Aisle" Filing 
System 0 at an initial cost of $9!462.00, which cost will be 
offset by S4J482o00 presently budgeted for filing cabinets, 
and that the difference of $4,980.00 be appropriated from 
the General Fund Reserve for Civic Center Improvement. 
Future savings will offset the entire cost of the system. 

MOT ION~ Co~ncilman Sciarrotta moved to concur with the above 
recommendation of the City Clerk. His motion 0 seconded by Councilman 
Brewster 0 was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

# # # 

The hour of 7:30.P.M. having arrived 0 the Council now returned to: 

PLANNING AND ZONING HEARINGS: 

13. Continued Eearinq 
V 72-64 JEFFERSON COMPANY AND ROLLING HILLS PLAZA COMPANY. 
(Albert Levitt). Request for a variance of the off-street 
parking requirements to permit construction of an additional 
hardware store on the northeast corner of Pacific Coast 
Highway and Crenshaw Boulevard. REDOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL BY 
THE PLANNING COMMISSION SUBJECT TO CERTAIN·CONDITIONS. 

Affidavit of Publication was presented by City Clerk Coil, and it 
was ordered filed 0 there being no objection. 

Mayor Miller announced that this is the time and place for the 
subject po_nt.inued public hearing 0 and requested that-the Staff pr·esenta
tion first be made. Assistant City Manager Scharfman obliged. indicat
ing that agreement had been reached with Mr. Levitt. and requesting the 
addition of the follcwing condi tior...s: 

"13. That the planting striµ;outside the curbs on each side of 
Plaza Road 0 as shown on the Precise Plan 0 be constructed by lessee to 
a minimum width of 3 ft. in accordance with City standards as established 
by the City Engineer. 

"14. That the lessee will grant the City a traffic control easement 
for the Plaza Road/Pacific Coast Highway intersection,: 'whicb ,easement· 
sh.all include the entire 5.g feet width of· Plaza Road right-of-way for a .. " 
distance of approximately 160.~eet northerly of its intersection with 
Pacific Coast Highway." 

Mr. Scharfman added that the lease provisions in this matter will 
be before the Council at a later date, a matter apart from the subject 
consideration. 

Mr. Albert Levitt was present and expressed concurrence with the 
foregoing remarks -- he then took time to review Pla~ning Commission 
recommendationso and following clarification that recommendation #1_ 
pertained to "fur_tller construction"~ Mr. 7"o;vitt stated th~~;. he is now 
acquainted with all the conditions and fir~ds them acceptable. 
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Considered at this time, in view of the public hearing hou1·: 

APPEALS OTHER THAN PLANNING AND ZONING: 

18. SIGN APPEAL - Steve's Burgers, 1632 Crenshaw Boulevard. 

Mayor Miller announced that this is the time and place for the 
subject appeal, and invited the proponent to speak at this time. 

The sign contractor, Mr. Jack Yoemans, displayed the proposed 
signing, as well as an example Qf City-re.commended signing, deeming 
the latter extremely unattractive and _the "attrc;:i..ction area"- computation 
unrealistic. Joining in the appea;t. was Mr. Howard r,oesby, with discuss.ion 
as to "aesthetic appeal". 

The long standing policy relative to the "attraction area" method 
was noted by Sign Review Committee Chairman Jackson, and was acknowledged 
by the Council. 

There being no one else who wished to be heard, Councilman 
Sciarretta moved that the hearing be closed. His motion was seconded 
by Councilman Armstrong§ anq roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

MOTICN: Councilman Uerkwitz moved to concur with the Sign Review 
Committee. His motion, seconded by Councilman Brewster, carried, as 
follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Armstrong, Brewster, Sciarrotta 0 Surber, 
Uerkwitz, and Wilson. 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
ABSTAIN: COUN9ILMEN: 

None. 
Mayor Miller (An 'indirect, non-financial 

transaction involving .:_subje.ct 
property.) 

# # # 

The hour being 8:20 P.M. Councilman Sciarretta moved to recess as 
the City Council and reconvene as the Redevelo'pment Agency. His motion 
was seconded.by Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

A 10-minute recess followed at 8:21 P.M. 

# # # 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

38. Commended by Councilman Armstrong were Police Officers Campbell 
and Taylor -- along with Mr. Stark, a Torrance resident -- for their 
recent rescue efforts at the scene of an accident. Mr. Armstrong 
thereupon MOVED the appropriate recognition of Mr. Stark's efforts. 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Surber; there were no objections 
and it was so. orde.r.ed. (Councilman Armstrong's communication of record 
in this regar~/ for··~olice Department. personn~l records.) 
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39. Councilman Brewster announced that he will be absent from the next 
three Council meetings, and requested that the report on Boardsu Cormnittees; 
and Commissions be deferred for any action until his return. There were 
no objections. 

-40. Councilman Brewster introduced Mr. Browning, 3212 Winlock Road, 
who indicated his difficalties in obtaining a copy of .the Environmental 
Impact Study prepared by the developer on the gravel pit site. 

Discussion followed on the appropriate procedure, it being agreed 
that Committee study should be undertaken.. It was indicated by the 
Council generally that copies of the report should be made available 
via the counter" at librariesa the City Clerk's office~ and the usual 
purchase arrangement. Noted also was the prohibitive cost to the 
developer with indiscriminate distribution of copies of the reporte as 
well as the fact that the lval teria Homeowner president has a copy cf :sameo 
which should be readily available to Mr. Browning, a Walteria resident. 

41. Councilman Sciarretta reported on the preliminary work to date in 
the matter of the delivery of the Cadillac ambulance to Guatemala (per 
his July 18th oral communication) . 

42. At the request of Ccu~cilman Surber for a report regarding the 
youth weeker.d bus servicee Assistant City Manager Scharfman advised that 
there were 10 passengers on Sat~rday; Sunday, 21 going, and 17 returning. 

It was the furt~er request of Councilman Surber that there be a 
Staff study regardir.g the Santa Cruz bus department, particularly as to 
their annual pass for stadents -- such a plan might have merit . for all 
Torrance riders! in view of the present limited bus. use. 

43. Councilman Surber next inquired as to the status of the report on 
bike paths; Sr. Administrative Assistant Meyer outlined the various 
meetings on this matter 0 and advised that a report of the ccmmittee's 
findings will be forthcoming in approximately two weeks. 

44. Councilman Uerkwitz reported on the favorable reaction to his 
July 11th recommendation regarding i)roperty tax exemptions for senior 
citizens~ and urged that the Legislative Liaison Committee expedite 
their considerations in this regard. 

45. Weed-covered ~ity-property adjacent to Arnold School was reported 
by Councilmau Wilsonr with a req~est that Staff investigate same. 

46. Mayor Miller inquired as to the status of Columbia Park 0 and was 
advised by City Attorney Remelmeyer that a new Federal grant application 
by ·the County was necessary and is underway. 

Mr. Remelmeyer also advised, at the Mayor's question, that the 
requested report re: Madro~a-Prairie opening will be available in 
approximately one week. 

47. Mr. Glen Birdsell, 23001 Juniper Avenue, reported his considerable 
concern regarding the Torrance Boulevard realignment project and its 
effect on an apartment building owned by him at 2014 Torrance Boulevard, 
Mayfair Apartments, and the adjacent Bibl_e .Book Store. Many problems are 
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presented in the parking which will be eliminated, the degrading 
aesthetic appearance to the apartment house \vhich will result, etc. 
Mr. Birdsell further reported on the efforts of Engineering,atld ·: 
Traffic Departments to resolve this situation, but the outcome of these 
efforts is unknm·m at this time. 

On behalf of the Bible Book Store, Mr. Milton Billigmeier, 
1317 Beech, concurred in the problems presented by a loss in parking 
in this area in that his business is very dependent on automobile 
traffic. 

City Engineer Weaver confirmed that Staff is diligently working 
with Mr. and Mrs. Birdsell in this matter and it is hoped that a 
satisfactory solution to all can be attained. 

It was the consensus of the Council that the Staff efforts be 
diligently pursued, and that there be a report back to Council on the 
outcome. 

48. Attorney Alexander Mazzia, representing Flavio Bisignano, 
referred to recent Council action pertaining to the widening of Carson 
Street, involving curbs and trees thereon -- Mr. Mazzia then out~ined 
a detailed alternate solution re: the trees on Flavio' s Carson --5treet 
property, and requested Council reconsideration of this matter. 

Mayor Miller requested, concurred in by the Council, that this 
request be presented in writing as a formal agenda item at a future 
Council meeting -- it was agreed that such item would appear on the 
agenda in three weeks. 

It was confirmed by the Council that City Attorney Remelmeyer 
should routinely proceed with the condemnation proceedings 
Mr. Remelmeyer pointed out the importance of obtaining the order, 
noting that it would not necessarily have to be executed. Assurance 
was given Mr. Mazzia that until the Council has reviewed the solution 
suggested by Mr. Bisignano, the above legal process will not be 
permitted to go beyond the point of no return. 

The meeting was regularly adjourned at 9:30 P.M. 

# 

~~~. 
Mayor of tfie City-of Torrance 

Ava Cripe 
Minute Secretary 

# # 

Vernon W. Coil, City Clerk of the 
City of Torrance, California 
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