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MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR MEET
ING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

July 19, 1927 

The Torrance City Council convened in an Adjourned Regular 
Meeting on Wednesday, July 19, 1972, at 7:30 P.M. in the Library 
Meeting Room at the Civic Center Library -- the purpose of such 
meeting being for a Joint City Council/School Board discussion 
session. 

2 • ROLL CALL: 

City Cou!lcil: 
Present: Councilmen Armstrong, Brewster, Sciarrotta, Surber, 

Uerkwitz, Wilson, and Mayor Miller. Absent: None. 

School Board: 
Present: Members Belzer, Dunn, Silver, and President Griffith. 

Absent: Member Leavitt (illness). 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

Dr. Posner led in the salute to the flag; . 

4. INVOCATION: 

The invocation for the meeting was provided by Councilman 
Wilson. 

PURPOSE OF MEETING: 

5. Both Mayor Miller and President Griffith expressed the particular 
pleasure represented by participating in a history-making first Joint 
Meeting of the City Council and the School Board, and deemed it a 
meaningful opportunity to work together for the overall good of the 
City of Torrance and its residents. 

were made 
6. Presentations;by Assistant City Manager Scharfman relative to 
the City's relationship to the community, its goals and manner of 
accomplishment; and by Dr. Lloyd Jones as to like ambitions by the 
School District, with review as well,of extensive ~ cooperation with the 
City-already underway. Further noted by Dr. Jones were the unique 
problems now faced by t .he School District by way of declining enroll
ment : (there being a loss of approximately 1,000 students per year) 
and the necessity to close certain schools in the City. 

CONCEPTS FOR DISCUSSION: 

7. THE MIDDLE SCHOOLS: 

The inception of the Middle School concept, the history of the. 
accomplishments of the Middle Schools es~ablished to date, and th ~ lr 

future -- a total of some 10 Middle Schools proposed to be put in 

1. City Council/Schoo~ Board 
July 19, 1972 

I 
_._.~ _J 



--- .. _ 
~ 

'" '"'!'--

L 
·3.13-··- .--· ...... _ 

operation at the rate of two per year -~ was presented by Dr. Richardson, 
for the enTightenment ·of all pres·ent. 

8. CROSSING GUARDS. (MIDDLE SCHOO!.JS) 

It was the consensus that the Police and Traffic Departments 
are well versed in the assignment and administration of ··the Crossing 
Guard program -- noted as well was the need for cordial public 
relations with parents in these matters. To this end, it was the 
suggestion of Mayor Miller that·there be· advance notification to the 
Ci-ty by the School District when proposed revisions, such as the 
Middle School, will have an effect on school routes. 

9. SCHOOL CLOSINGS: 
l· 

The closing. 0£ Crenshaw and Madi sin Schools was reviewed~
Dis~ussed at length, following a report~r. Paul Mackey, was the 
Crenshaw Avenue school site::-- the need for serious study in the 
determination of the fate for this property was acknowledged by 
Mayor Miller, and President Griffith outlined the interest expressed 
as to possible uses and financial considerations for this property, 
and noted the merits of alleviating present financial stress by sale 
of the Crenshaw.site. 

'-, Specifically qu_es_ti_o_n:ed by Mayor Miller was the likely impact 
on the School District of the now pending consideration of· the develop
ment of the sand and gravel pit, a development which, if approved, 
would represent the construction of some 750 homes. Mr. Mackey 
responded that such development would represent approximately 400 school..,. 
age youngsters in an area with adequate room in the schools, with 
facilities to take care of these students. 

10. · CROSSING GUARD POLICY. 

The formal Crossing Guard Policy,•·as adopted by the City Council, 
was reviewed by City Traffic Engineer Horkay. Mr. Horkay reiterated the 
value of advance input from the .School District where routes are 
concerned. 

11. AUDIENCE DISCUSSION. 

Mayor Miller invited comments from the audience at this point in 
the meeting. 

An unidentified speaker referred to the desire of citizens for 
educational features, not luxuries, in connection with schools -- hence 
the failure of bcmd.-'issues. ·• 

Mr. Robert Flora first expressed his approval of the joint meeting 
concept in evidence this evening -- and, on behalf of the Park and 
Recreation Commission, urged that some way be sought to hold on to some 
portion of the Crenshaw School land, in view of the alarming scarcity of 
vacant land. 
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Mr. Tom Fraker noted the pending legislation pertaining to 
enrollment of 4-year olds; the current 35-million dollar school 
budget; and the effect of a successful sale of the Crenshaw property 
to the highest bidder on the 90¢ tax override before the voters • 

. Dr. Griffith responded, first, that the 4-year-old enrolL~ent will 
not be mandatory, with many considerations yet to be worked out -
Member Belzer described the conscientious efforts to maintain the 
highest quality programs and employees in budget deliberations, and 
also noted the successful record of elections involving school tax 
overrides. 

There were no other speakers. 

12. SCHOOL TAX OVERRIDE. 
t. 

Dr. ~Jones advised that a Citizens' Advisory Committee has been 
established to survey the needs and return with a recommendation re: 
the possibility of an upcoming Tax Override Election. 

13. PUBLIC WORKS PROJECTS. 

Forthcoming public works projects related to the School District 
were described by City Engineer Weaver -- specifically noted were Prairie 

Avenue::extensi·on" Carson Street widening, the Victor Precinct assessment 
district, 233rd Street sidewalks, as well as missing sidewalks in some 
14 other locations. 

14. AMERICAN POW/MIA's: 

Councilman Wilson reported recent Council action, a matter of 
record, supporting an extensive program to promote community awareness 
of American POW/MIA's. 

15. TORRANCE BEACH SHUTTLE BUS. 

A new program to transport teenagers to and from the beach-.-was 
described by Director of Recreation Van Bellehem. Councilman Armstrong 
took this opportunity to outline the many other varied::programs offered 
by the Recreation Department for the youth of the City. 

Investigation bf a program offered by the City of Santa Cruz 
wherein students have an annual pass for $10 per year was requested 
by Councilman Surber; a· liR~ program might have merit for the City of 
Torrance. 

16. FUTURE CITY-SCHOOL MEETINGS. 

Mayor Miller stated that a twice-a-year joint meeting would be 
greatly favored by him -- the time is very well spent and mutual 
assistance is achieved. 

Comments from the Council were invited: 

It was felt by Councilman Wilson that the joint meeting idea is a 
good one, and it is important that the committee meetings continue as wel
to pave the way _for critical areas of concern between the two bodies.· 
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Councilm_an Armstrong commented on the considerable school land 
around* apart from the Crenshaw site, and expressed the hope that at 
~ future meeting the possibilities of a combined use with sports 
activities, etc. might be Ci.iscussed. Of interest as well to 
Councilman Armstrong is the removal of the supply depot facilities 
from the area on Crenshaw for conversion to public use property. 

It was then the request of Mr. Armstrong that, if at all possible, 
the School Board defer its final decision re: the Crenshaw School site 
for approximately six months. 

The continuance of joint meetings was heartily favored by 
Councilman Sciarrotta -- much can be accomplished by such meetings, 
and there is now evidence of much cooperation between the School 
Board and the City Council. It was the recom..~endation of Mr. Sciarretta 
that the School District be kept informed of pertinent City activities 
pertaining to zone changes, public works projects, building permits, 
etc. -- the School Board, in turn, should keep the City advised on any 
proposed boundary changes, building programs, etc. 

The joint meeting idea was deemed an excellent one by Councilman 
Surber -- this first such meeting proving extremely educational for him. 
There should be cooperation between the Board and Council, to the end 
that the overall best interests of the people are served, in Mr. Surber's 
opinion. 

The previous lack of communication between the Board and the Council 
was recalled by Councilman Uerkwitz -- particularly as it related to 
Little League -- Mr. Uerkwitz is very much in favor of continuing joint 
meetings 0 as often as needed, depending on the problems confronted, so 
that valuable contact may be maintained. 

Mayor Miller reiterated his previously expressed appDoval of the 
joint meeting concept, and predicted a growing need for close communica
tion between the two groups.···· The Mayor also stressed the need for 
continued vigilant Staff.communication. 

School Board comments were' entertained at this point. 

Mr. Belzer expressed his approval of the joint meeting and the 
resultant communication and, hopefully, understanding of School Board 
functions -- it was also stated by Mr. Belzer that he has requested 
that the first steps be taken relative to appraisal of the Crenshaw 
School land. 

Approval of cooperative Staff efforts was indicated by Member Dunn 
who felt that there can be a joint solution of problems -- he would 
encourage continuation of joint meetings for review and support in these 
days of inadequate capital improvement funds. 

Mr. Silver found the meeting this date very beneficial, and reviewed 
the relationship between population and aerospace growth in Torrance, 
racial patterns, etc. -- like comparisons are made by school personnel 
as it relates to school growth, etc. It was Mr. Silver's opinion, 
regarding the Crensha~_site, that to sell this piece of ground now for 
an immediate use would alleviate present financial needs, but, in the_ 
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long view, it could happen that in ten years a/new site ih-North ·Torrance 
would cost ten times as much money, if indeed a 9-acre site could be 
found. In Mr. Silver's judgment, it might be a sound idea to wait and 
see how the variables mature, meanwhile investigation may be launched, 
with a determination re: the economic projection for the area, including 
the use of all or part of the land for a park site in that this is one 
of the last green spots around. 

Dr. Griffith joined in the recommendations for continued joint 
meetings, perhaps on a twice-a~year bas~s, and urged that the cooperative 
efforts via the co!111Tlittee and Staff continue. President Griffith then 
thanked Mayor Miller and the Councilmen for this opportunity to get 
together in this Joint Meeting. 

1 7 • ADJOURNMENT : 

At 10:15 P.M. Councilman Sciarretta moved that the City Council 
adjourn to Tuesday, July 25th, at 5:30 P.M. The motion was seconded 
by Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

The School Board likewise adjourned at this hour, somewhat more 
informally. 

~ -o/~ 
Mayor of the City·of Torrance 

Ava Cripe 
Minute Secretary 

# # # 

t~JtJ 
Vernon W. Coil, City Clerk of the 

City of Torrance, California 
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